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was sent?

_: Mm-hmm.

MR. PAYNE: And then what were your edits
to 1it? What section did you edit? What did you
addr

_: Oh, I don't know.

MR. SVOBODA: Do you recall whether you
edited at all?

B  vell, no.

MR. PAYNE: Well, you just stated that --

_: I said I might have. I
said I might have, but you know --

MS. JACOBS: Ask the court reporter to
read it back.

MR. PAYNE: That's not necessary. I just
-— I mean —-

MS. EISNER: I think you said you may
have made line edits and said, hey, I'm good with
this.

_: Mm-hmm. So I don't --

MS. EISNER: Do you recall specific line
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_: Looking at this
specifically I don't remember any specific line
edits, I don't. I don't remember specific line
edits that I made to this.

MR. PAYNE: Okay. With either of these
e-mails, the first one, the second one, did you
have those conversations that you mentioned before
with Representative Lujan following them being sent
out with him having any type of comments on the
e-mails?

MR. SVOBODA: During what time frame,
Kedric? I'm sorry.

MR. PAYNE: Any time frame. So, well,
I'll divide it. So during this time period 2016
did you have any communications with Representative
Lujan about these e-mails after they were sent?

I 00

MR. PAYNE: Mm-hmm.

_: The year of 2016.

MR. PAYNE: Mm-hmm.

_: So several weeks after, or

I don't know if it was several weeks or several
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days, but some time had occurred after, after all
of this had happened, right, like, and everything
was great, like, you know, we were moving forward,
and then a blogger, some blog raised issue with the
e-mail and said that they thought something was
wrong with it, and then a news story came out about
the e-mail particularly because they were raising
issue with a number of things that were happening
at the particular point in time. I guess there was
some issues with the live streaming and other
things that were happening at that particular point
in time. This e-mail was mentioned in that news
story. When that news story occurred, Congressman
Lujan obviously saw the news story and then became
concerned that there might be something wrong with
the e-mail. That -- I remember that specifically
happening regarding, regarding this.

MR. PAYNE: And what did he say?

_: He said, is there
something wrong with the e-mail? You know, if
they're -- if they're saying that there's something

wrong with it, is there? Like is there something
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wrong with it? And then in addition, like, they
knew that, like, this group that did the blog
before the news story was, like, a right wing group
that always would raise issues about anything and
kind of hype them up and blow things out of
proportion and that kind of stuff. So he -- but he
was generally concerned that something might have
been wrong.

MR. PAYNE: And what was your response
when he asked is scomething wrong with the e-mail?

B Y rcsponse was, I don't
know. Let me go find out.

MR. PAYNE: And what did you find out?

B o, T think --

MR. SVOBODA: You'll want to be careful
here not to talk about conversations with your own
attorneys about that with the DCCC, but beyond that
I mean obviously you should answer the question.

_: Well, specifically I, I
thought I read in the news story, I don't remember
specifically, but I thought I read in the news

story that they had referenced the fact that there

PLANET DEPOS
888.433.3767 | WWW.PLANETDEPOS.COM

17-8362_0128




10

11

12

13

14

15

NS

17

18

19

20

21

22

Transcript of Interview of ||| Gz

Conducted on March 1, 2017

66

was a picture of the House floor in the e-mail, and
so what I did is I went back to Boulder Strategies,
and I asked: Where did you get this picture of the
House floor? And if you recall what I said early
on in the interview was that they were pulling
pictures off the Internet and putting them in
e-mails without properly citing them, and so I, T
asked: Where did you get this picture of the House
floor, and they said they had gotten it from a news
story, a CBS news story or an AP news story and
that they had properly cited it in the e-mail and,
you know, I had forgotten all about the e-mail at
that point, and so then I went back and looked, and
there was a citation on the bottom of the picture
that says where Boulder Strategies got the picture
from.

MR. PAYNE: And did you have any
conversations with Representative Lujan at that
time in 2016 about whether there was concern with
the appearance that this e-mail was sent from him

on the House floor?

B o, never, because e-mails
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are never sent from him. So, so no. We were never
concerned that people thought he was sending
e-mails from the House floor because he wasn't.
Boulder Strategies in Boulder, Colorado was in
charge of drafting content and physically hitting
"send" on their HubSpot or whatever it's called,
and so no, never.

MR. PAYNE: I want to show you another
e-mail, and that's Bates stamped THRLO080 through
82. Feel free again to read the entire e-mail, but
I'm going to ask you questions about the first two
sentences.

B o

MR. SVOBODA: The first two sentences of
Nick Passanante's e-mail or the first two sentences
of the draft e-mail that was being sent to people?

MR. PAYNE: Nick Passanante's?

MR. SVOBODA: Got it.

BN O:-v.

MR. PAYNE: So in this e-mail Nick is
discussing the sit-in e-mails as well as an e-mail

related to the immigration case, and it says,
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quote, But it's ready to go when the boss wants to
send it, end quote.

B o hon.

MR. PAYNE: What is your understanding in
this e-mail to you about who Nick considered to be
the Dboss?

_: Sure. So this is Nick not
understanding how, how we do e-mail I guess. The
boss was, boss, I consider the boss, Congressman
Lujéan, was never involved in saying hit "send" on
this, don't hit "send" on that or anything. He
provided his feedback after the fact, and so this
is Nick just not understanding that Congressman
Lujan is not involved in the process.

MR. PAYNE: And where do you think he got
that misunderstanding from? I mean -- I mean you
mentioned earlier that you were the one who
basically showed him the ropes in the beginning --

B -

MR. PAYNE: -- understanding his wvoice

and everything else on how everything works.

_: I don't know. I really
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don't know. I don't know if it's appropriate to
talk about our relationship with Boulder right now,
is it?

MR. SVOBODA: Do you need to -- do you
need to take a break and confer before we do that?

B . That would be
great, if we could talk about it.

MR. SVORBRODA: Could we have just like two
minutes?

MR. PAYNE: Sure.

MR. SVOBODA: Thank you very much.

(A brief recess was taken.)

(A discussion was held off the record.)

MR. PAYNE: So my question for you is
just can you provide us with some context of the
relationship between the campaign and Boulder
Strategies?

B o there was a formal
relationship with Boulder Strategies. They were
hired as the e-mail and online consultant for
Congressman Lujan's campaign, and they were hired

by the campaign manager.
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MR. PAYNE: And has that relationship
been a positive relationship, or had there been
some concerns?

_: I think one of the biggest
struggles with the relationship just viewing how
Boulder created content and sent content and
things, one of the biggest struggles during the
time that they were under contract with the
campaign was sometimes, sometimes they weren't
always as organized as, as I think people would
have liked them to have been.

MR. PAYNE: Okay.

B ~1d that in particular
leads me to my answer to this question that Nick
doesn't know what he's talking about because they
were unorganized, and so obviously Congressman
Lujan for however many months up until now that
Boulder had been doing his e-mail program had never
once personally approved an e-mail to go out. So
why he's asking this question now 1is confusing to
me, so that's all.

MR. PAYNE: Okay. Helen, do you have any

PLANET DEPOS
888.433.3767 | WWW.PLANETDEPOS.COM

17-8362_0133




10

11

12

13

14

15

NS

17

18

19

20

21

22

Transcript of Interview of ||| Gz

Conducted on March 1, 2017

71

questions?

MS. EISNER: Yeah. Just one follow-up
area, and going back to the e-mail. I think you
still have it in front of you, the HRL98, the
e-mail that the Congressman wrote with get
something out.

_: Mm-hmm.

MS. EISNER: What actions were taken in
response to this statement, "get something out"?

_: Nothing. I mean this,
this did not prompt any specific actions that were
not already occurring based on what was happening
on TV with the understanding that Boulder was
probably already drafting things and that we would
probably get to review whatever content they had
put together shortly. So, so nothing. Like I
think everyone expected that Boulder would try to
generate some sort of e-mail regarding what was
happening on TV.

MS. EISNER: Okay. So the Congressman's

statement "get something out" generated no action?

B 0t from me, and I was the
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only one on the e-mail. Again, I took it to mean
like, hey, this is a good idea; this, I like the
way this looks, like up for sort of interpretation
to me almost as if, you know, people see something
that they like and say, you know, I like that or,
you know, we should try that one day or something,
you know. It was -- 1t was not a directive. It
was just more of a suggestion.

MR. SVOBODA: But you're not saying you
ignored him. You're saying that their wheels were
already moving to achieve the outcome you would
have wanted.

_: Yeah. I mean based on,
based on what was happening I knew that there, that
they were already doing their thing here to create
content, and so I, I didn't do anything. I mean I
didn't do anything.

MS. EISNER: Okay. And then besides the
two e-mails that we've been discussing from the
22nd and the 23rd what other contact was already
in -- you know, wheels were in motion, as you said.

What other content was generated by Boulder
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Strategies that you thought, you know, was already

in motion based on this statement "get something

out?"

_: I have no idea. I don't
know what Boulder was drafting at the time. I
just -- I just knew or assumed based on having seen

how Boulder operated before and knowing that what
was on CNN and on the TV and being reported was a
huge topic that our e-mail list was very interested
in and knowing that Boulder knew that because they
had been our online consultants or the Chairman's
online consultants for many months, I assumed that
they were already drafting something that
referenced what was happening on TV.

MS. EISNER: Okay. But besides drafting,
because I understand the statement you don't know
exactly what they were drafting.

_: Mm-hmm.

MS. EISNER: But as far as any type of
outreach, anything that actually went out, what,
you know, outreach, e-mails, communications,

besides the two we've already talked about which
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you've explained were sort of part of that same
process, what other e-mails or communications went
out that would have been a part of that same
process?

_: Like formally like this?

MS. EISNER: Formally what are you aware
of?

_: I don't think there were
any others, but I don't know.

MR. PAYNE: And you said during this
first day on Saturday, on the 22nd, you assumed
that they were drafting, you knew they were
working, so you didn't have to tell them to do
anything.

B o,

MR. PAYNE: Why was the next day
different when it was still on CNN, still in the
news media, why did you then have to tell them to
write another e-mail and frame it as, quote,
another e-mail?

B Gcccause I had seen on TV

that the house Republicans were getting ready to
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move on from the media attention that was happening
by ending the sit-in, by not having a vote or
whatever was happening on the House floor at that
time because that was being reported on CNN, and
before the move, the news cycle moved to another
subject which it often does very quickly I had
suggested to them that we should probably send out
another e-mail based on everything that was going
on because the news cycle was probably about to
shift.

MR. PAYNE: And you were watching the
sit-in during this entire time?

_: Mm-hmm.

MR. PAYNE: Even on Wednesday?

_: I watched -- I watch CNN
all day every day.

MR. PAYNE: Like most of America.

MR. SVOBODA: Pocor man.

_: So, so yeah. I mean I
watch day and night all the time. So I'm sure I
was watching.

MR. PAYNE: And so did you see
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Representative Lujan there during the sit-in from
where you were watching?

_: I don't recall seeing him.
There were a bunch of members down there. No, I
don't recall seeing him on TV.

MR. PAYNE: But you knew he was
participating in the sit-in?

I -

MR. PAYNE: Okay.

B | krevw he was
participating in the sit-in because I had not had
contact with him for many, many hours.

MR. PAYNE: Any more questions?

MS. EISNER: That's all I have.

MR. PAYNE: Okay. All right. Well,
thank you so much, - I know this went a
little longer than we anticipated, but the
information provided is going to be helpful for the

board, and we appreciate it.

_: Okay. Great. Thank you.
(the interview of [ NS

concluded at 5:18 p.m.)
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