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Transcript of Interview of SGCC Golf Pro
OCE Review 19-3824
November 20, 2019
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7
8

Jeff Brown:

This is Jeff Brown with the Office of Congressional Ethics. With me is
my colleague Paul Solis. Before us we have SGCC Golf Pro or SGCC
Golf Pro. Is SGCC Golf Pro okay? We are at Stonebridge Country Club. It
is November the 20th, it is a little after 3:30 PM. SGCC Golf Pro 's been
given a copy of the false statements warning and has signed the
acknowledgement, and with that we will get started. So SGCC Golf Pro,
can you just tell us like you just did a minute ago, how long have you been
here at the club?

9

SGCC Golf Pro:

I’ve been here since November 1996.

10

Jeff Brown:

Okay. And in what role or roles?

11

SGCC Golf Pro:

I am the Director of Golf or the Head Golf Professional.

12

Jeff Brown:

And what does that entail you doing here?

13
14

SGCC Golf Pro:

Overseeing all the golf operations with the play, and the carts, and the golf
course.

15

Jeff Brown:

Would that include golf tournaments?

16

SGCC Golf Pro:

Right.

17
18

Jeff Brown:

Okay. Can you just generally describe for me, what is Stonebridge Golf
and Country Club?

19
20
21

SGCC Golf Pro:

Well it's a privately-owned club with real estate, which is owned by the
owners too. Doug Wingate owns all this, and this is a for profit entity.
That's about it.

22

Jeff Brown:

How about, what are the main amenities for members here?

23
24
25
26

SGCC Golf Pro:

Well we are, I'd say a semi-private… We were private but now we're
semi-private, which we can take some, guests play, unaccompanied guests
can play out here, but anyway, it entails a fitness center, a tennis, a
swimming pool and golf.

27

Jeff Brown:

And some dining?

28

SGCC Golf Pro:

And dining.

29

Jeff Brown:

Okay.
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Paul Solis:

Just to follow up on something that we had spoken with previously with
the last person we spoke to. When you say semi-private, and if I am just a
member of the public and I drive up to the course and I say I want a golf,
can I do that or no?

5

SGCC Golf Pro:

Yes.

6

Paul Solis:

I can?

7
8
9

SGCC Golf Pro:

But that's been recent, we've been private before that. Which would
require some phone calls, we could take a guest that unaccompanied if we
had a phone call from a member.

10

Paul Solis:

When was the change in policy?

11

SGCC Golf Pro:

Just here recently.

12

Paul Solis:

Like this year?

13

SGCC Golf Pro:

Yeah, last few months. Yeah.

14
15

Paul Solis:

Okay. Okay. Up until that point, if I was a member of the public and I
drove up and wanted to golf, I couldn't unless I was with a member?

16
17

SGCC Golf Pro:

Or a call from a member or an invite by me, which I didn't turn, I didn't
really turn anybody away unless they just didn't look the part.

18
19

Paul Solis:

Is that information currently provided to the public? Do people have
awareness that they can come golf or not?

20
21
22

SGCC Golf Pro:

It's not advertised. We did have some specials this summer for outside
play. We had some specials on Wednesdays and Fridays for the public just
to come out to play.

23
24

Paul Solis:

And does that apply only to golf or can members of the public also use the
pool or tennis?

25

SGCC Golf Pro:

It was just for golf.

26
27

Jeff Brown:

You actually have some familiarity with the monthly statements that go
out, right?

28
29

SGCC Golf Pro:

Yeah, a little bit. I mean I'm not involved in it, but I've seen them many
times.
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Jeff Brown:

Okay. I'll keep the questions simple then. When a member comes to golf
here or play tennis or use the fitness center, is that necessarily notated on
the bill? The monthly statement?

4

SGCC Golf Pro:

Yeah, I mean if they golf and it was a guest, you talking about a guest?

5
6
7
8

Jeff Brown:

I'd like to know about both, with or without a guest. And why don't we
start with golf. So if a member- if the Congressman comes and he golfs, he
brings his own clubs, he doesn't use a cart. Is there going to be any
notation of that on the monthly statement?

9
10
11
12

SGCC Golf Pro:

If he walks, there's no charge but he doesn't walk. But it wouldn't be on
the statement. Now if he used the cart then there'd be a cart rental charge
and if he had a guest there would be a guest fee, a charge also, which he
did several times.

13
14

Jeff Brown:

And would that be noted as guest fee or greens fee or how would that be
noted?

15
16
17

SGCC Golf Pro:

Probably a greens fee on there. Green or guest. I mean it is on there. At the
time, I don't know what it might've been $22. It's a little bit more now, I
think.

18

Jeff Brown:

You started to say he doesn't, the Congressman does not, does not walk.

19

SGCC Golf Pro:

Walking golf is, there's no charge for a member.

20

Jeff Brown:

Okay.

21

SGCC Golf Pro:

Which is carrying your own clubs and playing golf.

22

Jeff Brown:

And so if the Congressman does come and play a round of golf, generally-

23

SGCC Golf Pro:

There'll be a cart rental charge on there.

24

Jeff Brown:

On a monthly statement. Okay.

25
26

Paul Solis:

And just so I'm clear with one detail, a member doesn't, isn't charged
individually a greens fee, it's only if a guest comes?

27
28

SGCC Golf Pro:

Right, right. Which it seemed like most of the time he came out and he
had a guest with him for the most part.
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Jeff Brown:

You're sort of starting to answer the next question I have, and I'll just, I'll
ask it generally, but in what way does Congressman generally use this
club?

4
5
6

SGCC Golf Pro:

Play golf or dining. That's about it. He has a locker downstairs. I know
that. And he really hadn't been using that much here lately. I know in the
past he used it maybe a little bit more, but I hadn't seen it in a long time.

7

Jeff Brown:

You ever see him use the pool or tennis or the gym or anything like that?

8
9

SGCC Golf Pro:

I can't recall any swimming, or he might've used tennis but I - not that I
know of. You kind of know that type, you got get a little bit more athletic.

10

Jeff Brown:

Yeah.

11

SGCC Golf Pro:

To do the tennis.

12
13
14

Jeff Brown:

Okay. And you are aware of the Congressman's use of the club because
you see him out at the club, you interact with him? How is it that you have
become familiar with the way the Congressman uses the club?

15
16

SGCC Golf Pro:

Just I'm in, I'll see him. I’ll check him in, charge him. Sometimes he'll
forget his key and I got to give him the key to his locker.

17

Jeff Brown:

Okay.

18

SGCC Golf Pro:

So, I see him at pretty much every time he comes out to play.

19
20
21

Jeff Brown:

Okay. And we asked a prior individual we just spoke with about some of
the charges that go on the bill. I'm hoping you can explain to me what the
range fee is for and what the locker fee is for.

22
23
24
25
26
27

SGCC Golf Pro:

Yeah. The locker fees is a rental per month, which is $10 and it's, he just
has a locker and it's just a recurring $10 a month, so he has a locker. The
range fees, any golfing membership has a range fee automatic, you don't
dispute it whether you, whether you use the range or not, you're paying.
And it has gone up, I think it was $2 and it's all the way up to like $10 or
$15 now.

28
29

Jeff Brown:

And the range fee is essentially for X amount of balls per month on range
or unlimited balls on the range?

30

SGCC Golf Pro:

Just to let you use the range, unlimited.

Page 5 of 13

19-3824_0431

CONFIDENTIAL
Subject to the Nondisclosure Provisions of H. Res. 895 of the 110th Congress as Amended
1
2
3

Jeff Brown:

Okay, okay. You started talking about the Congressman, when he comes
to the club, he's usually with a guest. Is that a guest a non-member? Is that
other members of the club?

4
5

SGCC Golf Pro:

No, it's usually a guest. But like I say, maybe once a year, I mean he
doesn't really use it that much.

6
7

Jeff Brown:

And do you have any idea the relationship between the guests and the
Congressman, who they are? Are you familiar with any of the guests?

8

SGCC Golf Pro:

I don't know. I've been introduced to them, but I can't recall.

9
10

Paul Solis:

You just mentioned something about once a year. Is that your
generalization of how often the Congressman's using the club?

11
12
13

SGCC Golf Pro:

Yeah, it would be on those statements. And the last several years, he's
rarely used it, but then there was a time, we're going back 10 years or so,
he was using a little bit more than, but I just know recently he hadn't been.

14
15
16

Jeff Brown:

Would you- I know that he used to hold the Sanford Bishop Golf Classic
here a number of years back. Would you say that the decline in his usage
occurred around the time that he stopped-

17

SGCC Golf Pro:

Probably, probably.

18

Jeff Brown:

Okay.

19
20

Paul Solis:

What was, can you describe for us that you know, in your experience that
tournament that, what was it, what happened?

21
22
23
24
25

SGCC Golf Pro:

Well it was a fundraiser for his campaign I imagine, and it was a pretty
good turnout. In fact, it was so big that we had to use a morning group and
an afternoon group because there was so many, we couldn't do them all at
once. So, we had to split it up in two different groups. One that played in
the morning, the one that played an afternoon.

26

Paul Solis:

One day, two day?

27
28
29
30

SGCC Golf Pro:

Just one day, and then have a big lunch in between. So, the morning guys,
when they got finished, they ate the lunch and the guys that played in
afternoon ate before they played. So, you know there was all of them up
here at one time. There in the middle of the day.
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Jeff Brown:

You said he's usually come with a guest. Was that usually a single guest,
was he usually playing at a foursome? Was it the same guest or guests
over and over again? I'm just looking for a little more detail…

4

SGCC Golf Pro:

Yeah, I -

5

Jeff Brown:

...on who was playing with.

6
7
8

SGCC Golf Pro:

I can't recall him ever having any big groups. I mean it was usually a
single or maybe two, probably more like a single that I can recall. But that
should be on the statements if, with the charges.

9
10
11

Jeff Brown:

In other words, there'll be a charge for greens fees. And you said you
thought maybe it was about $22 for one guest. So if it's a multiple of that it
would be two or three guys.

12

SGCC Golf Pro:

Right, right.

13
14

Jeff Brown:

Do you have any familiarity with the Congressman and the way that he
uses the dining facilities?

15
16
17

SGCC Golf Pro:

No. And I saw, because I've reviewed some of the statements, and I saw
he did use dining but I rarely - I didn't see him because that's not my
department. But I did see where he was dining.

18
19

Jeff Brown:

Aside from yourself, who else would frequently interact with the
Congressman here at the club?

20
21

SGCC Golf Pro:

Just whoever was the waiters at a time, which is high turnover, so you
can't find anybody on that.

22
23

Jeff Brown:

Is it safe to say that you're probably the individual at the club who's
interacted with Congressman most frequently?

24

SGCC Golf Pro:

Probably, yeah.

25
26

Paul Solis:

Aside from the Sanford Bishop Classic, were there any other tournaments
that he hosted or he was the primary sort of person on?

27
28

SGCC Golf Pro:

Just that one. I think he may have participated as just a participant with
another event...

29

Paul Solis:

Other fundraisers?

30

SGCC Golf Pro:

...before.
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Jeff Brown:

Do you know whether any of these other guests that he brought or
twosomes or foursomes he participated in were fundraising events or
political events?

4

SGCC Golf Pro:

It just seemed like they were casual enjoying the day.

5
6
7
8
9

Jeff Brown:

Did the Congressman ever- well let me back up here. I think the
Congressman has a full single privilege membership. It's my
understanding he's had that since 1999, did the Congressman ever have his
wife, his daughter, his grandchild at club? Did they ever use the club with
him?

10

SGCC Golf Pro:

His wife, I mean that's who he was out here mostly with.

11

Jeff Brown:

When you say out here mostly with, you mean on the golf course?

12

SGCC Golf Pro:

Well when I saw him, he was with his wife most often.

13

Jeff Brown:

And they would be golfing together?

14

SGCC Golf Pro:

I believe so.

15

Jeff Brown:

Okay. So,

16
17

SGCC Golf Pro:

So that would be two cart fees on the statement instead of any kind of
green fee. Because she would come under his membership.

18

Jeff Brown:

And she would rent a cart and he would rent a cart?

19

SGCC Golf Pro:

Right. So, it'd be whatever the cart rental is at the time per person.

20
21

Jeff Brown:

The two of them would go out together or they would go out as a
foursome?

22
23
24

SGCC Golf Pro:

Well, I'm thinking just the two of them at times. We're going back a long
time, but I know he had guests, but I know he seemed like he played
sometimes with just her. So it's kind of a mixed bag.

25
26
27

Jeff Brown:

How about the dining? Again, I know that's not your area of expertise, but
when he would come and dine, is he dining just with his wife to your
recollection or is he dining with other folks?

28
29

SGCC Golf Pro:

I wouldn't know that. I would guess that it was her, but I don't know that.
Like I say, he used to use it a lot more than he has in the last five years.
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Jeff Brown:

Right. How about any other family? So his daughter, granddaughter,
would he come and play a round the golf and go to the pool with them?

3

SGCC Golf Pro:

And I don't know. I'm not familiar with his family. Does he have kids?

4

Jeff Brown:

He has a daughter and his daughter has a daughter.

5

SGCC Golf Pro:

Okay. I might have met them, but I don't know anything more than that.

6
7

Paul Solis:

What could you, if to the best of your recollection, the last time you saw
him out here playing golf Is it this year, years ago? Last year?

8

SGCC Golf Pro:

It'd would be on the statements. I would say last year sometime maybe.

9

Paul Solis:

This year, you don't recall him coming up?

10

SGCC Golf Pro:

I can't recall this year.

11
12
13

Paul Solis:

And you, as you've mentioned that it's sort of your observation that after
the Golf Classic stopped that his play, his sort of personal play out here
kind of tapered off?

14
15
16

SGCC Golf Pro:

Probably. Now I think he's doing his fundraiser in Columbus now. I don't
know if it's still going on or what, but I know when they left here they
went to Columbus, to Green Island Country Club.

17

Paul Solis:

Was there a reason they said they were or he said he was moving it?

18
19

SGCC Golf Pro:

Yeah, just more constituents and more people from Columbus. So, it was
more central to the people that were coming.

20
21
22

Jeff Brown:

So, if I see a statement here, I'm looking at the August of 2018 statement,
there is one charge for cart fees of $40 and one charge of greens fees for
$23.54, what is that?

23

SGCC Golf Pro:

That's three people that's him and his wife and a guest.

24

Jeff Brown:

Okay. and that's because the...

25
26

SGCC Golf Pro:

Wait, okay, let me back up. So that's him a guests if there's only, there's
two cart fees and one guest fee?

27

Jeff Brown:

So the cart fees is $20?

28

SGCC Golf Pro:

Yeah.
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Jeff Brown:

Okay, so this is a $40 charge so this suggest to you that there's two carts?

2

SGCC Golf Pro:

There's two cart fees and then a guest fee, so that's him and a guest.

3

Jeff Brown:

Him and one guest?

4
5

SGCC Golf Pro:

Right. If there was three $20 then there would be another member
involved, it's only two so that's him in one guest.

6

Jeff Brown:

Him and one guest. So, either his wife or somebody else?

7
8

SGCC Golf Pro:

No, his wife would have been considered under his membership so she
wouldn't have been charged a guest fee.

9

Jeff Brown:

Even though she is...

10

SGCC Golf Pro:

She falls under his membership.

11

Jeff Brown:

Even though he has a single full privilege?

12

SGCC Golf Pro:

Well it's a family. I mean anybody in his family is under the membership.

13
14
15

Jeff Brown:

Even though, I'm looking at your club membership and fee schedule that
you guys sent to us, it looks like there is, I thought there was...Okay. So,
the general full privilege...

16

SGCC Golf Pro:

That's your family. You and your siblings.

17
18
19

Paul Solis:

The last individual we spoke with basically mentioned if you could
confirm this, and I think it's making sense. The single full member, has
these privileges, the spouse and then any children under the age of...

20

SGCC Golf Pro:

21.

21

Paul Solis:

21 who are not married.

22

SGCC Golf Pro:

Right.

23

Paul Solis:

That's generally how it works.

24
25

SGCC Golf Pro:

Yeah. Or I don't know how it's worded, but generally if they're in college
we allow them to fall into the membership so they can be older.

26
27

Jeff Brown:

And did that change at some point? Because I'm looking at the
Congressman's membership application, which is from 1999 and at that
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time there was a couple of different membership club classifications, one
of which was family full privilege and one of which is single full
privilege.

4

SGCC Golf Pro:

Yeah. And that could be different. Is he family there?

5

Jeff Brown:

Here? He's single full privilege on the 10/1999 membership application.

6
7
8

SGCC Golf Pro:

That could be just wording, and it might be where a signed under
membership that wasn't what it was supposed to be. I don't know. But I
mean any kind of regular membership, includes your family really.

9
10

Paul Solis:

Okay. So let's say it's a common way to handle single full memberships
that immediate family is also included?

11

SGCC Golf Pro:

Yeah.

12
13
14

Jeff Brown:

So again, if we're looking at, I see at least a couple of statements where
it's, there's a cart fee of $40 and greens fees of $23. The greens fees
suggest that there is a...

15

SGCC Golf Pro:

Guest.

16

Jeff Brown:

Guest that is not his wife and the cart fee would just be?

17

SGCC Golf Pro:

Would be $20 per person, so that's him and guest playing.

18

Jeff Brown:

That's him and....

19

SGCC Golf Pro:

a guest.

20

Jeff Brown:

a guest playing. Okay.

21
22

Paul Solis:

And if two people decide to ride, I know we're getting a little tedious, but
if two people decide to ride in the same cart, is it $20 per person?

23
24

SGCC Golf Pro:

Yes. Per person. Whether you're in a cart by yourself or with another rider
it's still per person.

25

Paul Solis:

Understood.

26
27

Jeff Brown:

So cart fee is however many people are riding in a cart, they're all getting
charged $20.

28

SGCC Golf Pro:

Yeah, yeah.
Page 11 of 13

19-3824_0437

CONFIDENTIAL
Subject to the Nondisclosure Provisions of H. Res. 895 of the 110th Congress as Amended
1

Jeff Brown:

Greens fee is only-

2

SGCC Golf Pro:

For guests.

3

Jeff Brown:

For guests.

4

SGCC Golf Pro:

Yeah.

5

Jeff Brown:

Okay. So if him and his wife go out, you're going to see...

6

SGCC Golf Pro:

Just two cart fees.

7

Jeff Brown:

Just two cart fees. Okay. Okay. Anything else?

8

Paul Solis:

No.

9
10

Jeff Brown:

All right. Unless there's… is there anything else that feels relevant to this
conversation that we haven't asked you about?

11
12
13

SGCC Golf Pro:

No. Like I say, I mean overall he doesn't use this place much. In the past,
maybe a little bit, but he has his fundraiser here every year from ‘99 to
2012 I guess. I mean it was one of our biggest events.

14

Jeff Brown:

Yeah.

15
16
17
18

SGCC Golf Pro:

We liked having it and we made money on it and we charge per person for
that. We got $25 a head for the golf. The food part was whatever they, 10
or 15 per head for food. So you know that's on there I think to what they
paid.

19
20

Paul Solis:

And then then whatever the individuals who are golfing chose to also
contribute to the campaign or was there an entrance-

21
22
23
24

SGCC Golf Pro:

There was an entry fee. Usually it was a team entry fee and it was levels of
sponsorship. You know there was like the $1000, $800 to $600 and you
got different things whether you got some signs and included with your
sponsorship.

25
26
27
28

Excuse me.
Jeff Brown:

I think I only have one more question, which is the locker room, you said
that the locker charge was for rental of a specific locker. Is that also access
to the locker room or everyone has access?
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4

SGCC Golf Pro:

5
6
7
8

Well it's in the bathroom. There's the restroom and then the locker rooms
are right around the corner and there's showers in the back. So every time
he came out, he used his locker. I do know that because a lot of times he
didn't have his key and I had to give them one to open up.
Excuse me.

Jeff Brown:

9

The reality is, is that it's - the locker charge, the $10 locker charge, it's
really for the locker itself because everybody could go use the locker room
if they were a member.
Okay. Do you have anything else Paul?

10

Paul Solis:

I don't.

11

Jeff Brown:

No, okay. With that I will stop-

12
13

Paul Solis:

I guess I'll just ask last is have you been contacted at all by the member or
his campaign or anybody saying to represent him about this review?

14
15

SGCC Golf Pro:

He called me to talk to Denise to get some statement information, that's it.
I guess he knew he wants his own information. So that's all that was.

16

Paul Solis:

Did he direct you to do anything with the documents in any way?

17

SGCC Golf Pro:

Um-um (negative).

18

Paul Solis:

How long ago was that?

19
20

SGCC Golf Pro:

Three or four months ago, I guess whenever this started. He wanted the
same information I guess that you all were getting so that's all.

21

Jeff Brown:

Okay. All right. With that I will thank you and I will end the recording.
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ERRATA SHEET
Page

Line

Correction
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This errata sheet is submitted subject to 18 U.S.C. § 1001 (commonly known as the False
Statements Act).
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_

Witness Signature: __
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Date:

________________________________
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EXHIBIT 22

19-3824_0441

SGCC Campaign Payment Exhibit
SGCC
Payment Date
11/9/2018

SGCC Payment
(per SGCC
Statements)
$2,896.80

12/27/2017

$2,880.00

11/7/2017

$1,038.80

12/22/2016

$2,712.00

3/4/2016

$2,832.60

1/21/2016

$236.05

12/19/2015

$307.59

11/23/2015

$456.94

10/20/2015

$236.05

9/30/2015

$687.22

7/21/2015

$489.29

6/23/2015

$332.09

5/28/2015

$412.59

Evidence of Campaign Committee Payment
See FEC Amended 30-Day Post-Election Report of Receipts
and Disbursements, filed January 26, 2018 at 45 (identifying
11/4/18 disbursement for $2,896.80).
See FEC Year-End Report of Receipts and Disbursements,
filed January 26, 2018 at 46 (identifying 12/21/17
disbursement for $2,880.00).
See FEC Year-End Report of Receipts and Disbursements,
filed January 26, 2018 at 45 (identifying 11/3/17
disbursement for $1,038.80); 11/3/17 SBFC check for
$1,038.80.
See FEC Year-End Report of Receipts and Disbursements,
filed January 31, 2017 at 14 (identifying 12/14/16
disbursement for $2,712.00); 12/14/16 SBFC check for
$2,712.00.
See 3/1/16 SBFC check for $2,832.60. The FEC Amended
Quarterly Report of Receipts and Disbursements (Q1), filed
July 25, 2016 at 46, identifies a 3/1/16 disbursement to
SGCC for $3,490.83 (as opposed to $2,832.60). The OCE
believes this to be an erroneously reported disbursement
given the accounting provided in the SGCC monthly
statements and 3/1/16 SBFC check.
See FEC Amended Quarterly Report of Receipts and
Disbursements (Q1), filed July 25, 2016 at 45 (identifying
1/15/16 disbursement for $236.05).
See FEC Year-End Report of Receipts and Disbursements,
filed January 29, 2016 at 48 (identifying 12/9/15
disbursement for $307.59).
See FEC Year-End Report of Receipts and Disbursements,
filed January 29, 2016 at 48 (identifying 11/16/15
disbursement for $456.94).
See FEC Year-End Report of Receipts and Disbursements,
filed January 29, 2016 at 48 (identifying 10/29/15
disbursement for $236.05).
See FEC Quarterly Report of Receipts and Disbursements
(Q3), filed October 16, 2015 at 72 (identifying 9/25/15
disbursement for $687.22).
See FEC Quarterly Report of Receipts and Disbursements
(Q3), filed October 16, 2015 at 72 (identifying 7/9/15
disbursement for $489.29); 7/9/15 SBFC check for $489.29.
See FEC Quarterly Report of Receipts and Disbursements
(Q2), filed July 17, 2015 at 48 (identifying 6/20/15
disbursement for $332.09); 6/20/15 SBFC check for $332.09.
See FEC Quarterly Report of Receipts and Disbursements
(Q2), filed July 17, 2015 at 48 (identifying 5/24/15
disbursement for $412.59); 5/24/15 SBFC check for $412.59.
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8/6/2014

$2,784.00

7/9/2014

$465.86

5/9/2014

$232.84

4/25/2014

$637.93

2/20/2014

$125.01

6/21/2013

$2,784.00

4/22/2013

$232.84

4/9/2013

$444.95

2/28/2013

$270.69

1/16/2013

$287.27

8/29/2012

$12,918.81

See FEC Quarterly Report of Receipts and Disbursements
(Q3), filed October 15, 2014 at 104 (identifying 8/4/14
disbursement for $2,784.00); 8/4/14 SBFC check for
$2,784.00.
See FEC Quarterly Report of Receipts and Disbursements
(Q3), filed October 15, 2014 at 104 (identifying 7/5/14
disbursement for $465.84); 7/5/14 SBFC check for $465.68.
See FEC Quarterly Report of Receipts and Disbursements
(Q2), filed July 13, 2014 at 49 (identifying 5/7/14
disbursement for $232.84); 5/7/14 SBFC check for $232.84.
See FEC 12-Day Pre-Primary Report of Receipts and
Disbursements, filed May 5, 2014 at 16 (identifying 4/21/14
disbursement for $637.93); 4/21/14 SBFC check for $637.93.
See FEC Quarterly Report of Receipts and Disbursements
(Q1), filed April 15, 2014 at 53 (identifying 2/17/14
disbursement for $125.01); 2/17/14 SBFC check for $125.01.
See FEC Quarterly Report of Receipts and Disbursements
(Q2), filed July 15, 2013 at 70 (identifying 6/18/13
disbursement for $2,784.00); 6/18/13 SBFC check for
$2,784.00.
See FEC Quarterly Report of Receipts and Disbursements
(Q2), filed July 15, 2013 at 69 (identifying 4/20/13
disbursement for $232.84); 4/20/13 SBFC check for $232.84.
See FEC Quarterly Report of Receipts and Disbursements
(Q2), filed July 15, 2013 at 69 (identifying 4/2/13
disbursement for $444.95); 4/2/13 SBFC check for $444.95.
See FEC Quarterly Report of Receipts and Disbursements
(Q1), filed April 15, 2013 at 46 (identifying 2/15/13
disbursement for $270.69); 2/15/13 SBFC check for $270.69.
See FEC Report of Receipts and Disbursements (April
Quarterly Report), filed April 15, 2013 at 46 (identifying
1/13/13 disbursement for $287.27); 1/13/13 SBFC check for
$287.27.
See FEC Amended Quarterly Report of Receipts and
Disbursements (Q3), filed Jan. 4, 2013 at 106 (identifying
8/28/12 disbursement for $12,918.81).
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CONFIDENTIAL
Subject to the Nondisclosure Provisions of H. Res. 895 of the 110th Congress as Amended

1
2
3

Jeff Brown:

This is Jeff Brown from the Office of Congressional Ethics. With me is
my colleague, Paul Solis. It is almost 10:30 on Thursday, November 21st.
Before me, I have GICC Controller. Is GICC Controller okay?

4

GICC Controller:

Yes.

5
6
7
8

Jeff Brown:

And GICC Controller's been given a copy of the False Statements
Warning, and has signed the acknowledgement. And, with that we will get
started. First things first, GICC Controller. What is your role here at the
club?

9

GICC Controller:

I am the controller.

10

Jeff Brown:

Okay. What does the controller do here at the club?

11
12
13

GICC Controller:

Well, we handle, or I handle all of the accounting procedures, payroll,
accounts payable, membership accounting, all the month end close
financial statements, that type of thing.

14
15

Jeff Brown:

It's fair to say that you're the point person on all things membership and
finances?

16
17

GICC Controller:

Yes. I might not be able to answer all questions on membership, but yes, I
can answer questions relating to the charges for memberships.

18
19

Jeff Brown:

And, any questions we ask you, to the extent that you don't have the
answer, just tell us, and that's quite all right.

20

GICC Controller:

Okay.

21
22

Paul Solis:

Is there anything related to membership that somebody else has a role in
that you, for example, would not be able to answer questions related to?

23
24
25
26
27
28

GICC Controller:

How the process works, we have a membership director, so she handles
the members from the time they come in until we actually process them
into our system. She would give us all information for their applications,
for any information that she would have given to them, any of that type of
stuff. I would know what category they fall into based on how much they
pay per month, but I wouldn't know that if she didn't tell me.

29

Paul Solis:

Okay.
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1
2

Jeff Brown:

And, as I recall, the individual that we're talking about is she directly
reports to you?

3
4
5

GICC Controller:

No, she does not. She directly reports to the... Our membership accountant
directly reports to me. Pam, our membership director, reports to Josh
Thomas, our general manager.

6
7
8

Paul Solis:

And, this Membership Director, is it safe to say, or fair to say, that it's
more of maybe a recruiting type of seeking out new members, giving them
information about the club, so they can sort of draw interest in the club?

9

GICC Controller:

Yes.

10

Paul Solis:

Okay.

11

Jeff Brown:

How long have you been here at the Green Island Country Club?

12

GICC Controller:

Since 2015, April, so a little over four and a half years.

13

Jeff Brown:

And, has that always been in the role of controller?

14

GICC Controller:

Yes.

15

Jeff Brown:

Just generally, what is Green Island Country Club?

16
17
18

GICC Controller:

We are a country club that has golf, tennis, and food options. Depending
on your gender, we have two restaurants. If you're male, we have a third
restaurant.

19

Jeff Brown:

Tennis as well?

20

GICC Controller:

Yes, we have tennis.

21

Jeff Brown:

A pool, did you say?

22

GICC Controller:

Yes we do. I didn't say that, but we do have a pool for summer activities.

23

Jeff Brown:

Okay. And, exercise facilities?

24

GICC Controller:

We have a small exercise facility that we're expanding at the moment.

25
26

Jeff Brown:

If you had to characterize what Green Island Country Club is known for,
or what the focus is, what would it be?
Page 3 of 20

19-3824_0472

CONFIDENTIAL
Subject to the Nondisclosure Provisions of H. Res. 895 of the 110th Congress as Amended
1

GICC Controller:

Golf.

2

Jeff Brown:

Golf.

3

GICC Controller:

We have a nice golf course that we keep very well-manicured.

4

Paul Solis:

Is the club private?

5

GICC Controller:

Yes, it is a private club.

6
7

Paul Solis:

Is there any allowances for the public to walk up and say, "I want to golf
or go to the pool"? Is there any-

8
9
10
11
12
13

GICC Controller:

We do not have allowances for that. Through a member they could go play
golf. Pool is through member only as well, but they are charged fees for
both of those. So, we do have banquet, we have a large banquet hall, a
large ballroom, so that we can do banquets that are not member related.
We do usually have a member sponsor in those events. If we don't have a
member sponsor, we will make accommodations for a member sponsor.

14

Jeff Brown:

There is an initiation fee to join Green Island Country Club?

15

GICC Controller:

Yes, there is.

16

Jeff Brown:

I've got a binder here. Let me hand this over to you. I'll steal this back.

17

GICC Controller:

Okay.

18

Jeff Brown:

If you flip to tab one, does this document look familiar?

19

GICC Controller:

Yes, it does.

20

Jeff Brown:

Okay. And, what is this?

21

GICC Controller:

This is our membership application.

22

Jeff Brown:

And, is this Congressman Bishop's membership application?

23

GICC Controller:

Yes.

24
25
26

Jeff Brown:

All right. Just for the record, it's THSB_0047. I just want to ask you a
couple of questions about this document. I note at the top in handwriting it
says, and correct me if it looks like I'm reading this incorrectly, but
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2

"$5,000 check from Sanford Bishop for Congress Account to purchase
Legacy Island membership."

3

GICC Controller:

Correct.

4

Jeff Brown:

What does that mean to you?

5
6
7
8
9

GICC Controller:

At one point we had... I'm trying to explain this. At this point in time, it
had to have been, we run different specials, I guess you could say, for
initiation fees to get into our club. So, at this time it had to be a $5,000
initiation fee to join the club. So, he would've had to pay $5,000 to join
our club.

10
11
12

Jeff Brown:

Does that have something to do with this Legacy designation? I note on
the side in handwriting it also says, "Purchase Legacy from," it looks like
Louis-

13

GICC Controller:

McCarty.

14

Jeff Brown:

Yeah, McCarty.

15
16
17
18
19
20

GICC Controller:

Yes. The Legacy membership is where we sold memberships in the past to
equity members. We no longer offer the Legacy membership, so as far as
I'm aware, Bishop would be an Island member. He purchased a Legacy
membership, which would have been one of those equity members, where
we pay back the member portion of the equity, which was $5,000 dollars,
because that was the amount of the initiation fee.

21
22

Jeff Brown:

Okay. But, the Congressman would have been out of pocket by $5,000 to
join the club?

23

GICC Controller:

Yes.

24

Jeff Brown:

Okay.

25
26
27

GICC Controller:

Whether he paid it to us, and we paid Mr. McCarty, or he would have paid
Mr. McCarty. But, it looks like he paid us, and we turned around and paid
Mr. McCarty.

28
29
30
31
32

Jeff Brown:

And, I note, I'm looking in tab two, and there's a couple of different
documents in here. You sent me a variety of member information sheets,
which I've included. And, it looks like these are the member information
sheets from June of 2013 up to the present. And, the documents all sort of
note when they were revised. I didn't see any designation of a Legacy
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4
5

Island membership, and is that for the reason you were just talking about,
because it was a promotion, or it was a special?
GICC Controller:

Yes, it wouldn't have been in here. It would have been, let's see... Yes, it
had to have been a promotion, and I could potentially pull the minutes for
that year to see if that was a promotion that they were running at that time.

6
7
8
9
10

Jeff Brown:

Okay. The $5,000 membership initiation fee, I'll note that you sent us
statements from May of 2014 up through, I think it was September of this
year. And, the first statement, the May 2014 statement doesn't make
reference to initiation fee being paid, but you don't have any reason to
believe that it wasn't paid.

11
12

GICC Controller:

I have no reason to believe that it wasn't paid, only because of the note on
that, that says $5,000 check from Sanford Bishop for Congress.

13

Jeff Brown:

Okay.

14

GICC Controller:

I don't know at that time back in, what'd you say, 2013?

15

Jeff Brown:

2014, May of 2014.

16
17

GICC Controller:

I don't know at that time if they were doing it to, if they were charging the
account, if the person was paying a Legacy.

18

Jeff Brown:

Can you tell me what you mean by that?

19
20
21

GICC Controller:

Where we would pay back the Louis McCarty, if we were turning around
and giving that $5,000 to Louis McCarty, I don't know that it would have
been noted in his statement as a charge.

22

Jeff Brown:

Understood, because-

23

GICC Controller:

Because he technically already paid it with the $5,000.

24
25

Jeff Brown:

Okay. Well, then to the extent you can go back and look and see what
information there is about the promo at that time-

26

GICC Controller:

Okay.

27
28

Jeff Brown:

Or, how the $5,000 initiation fee was paid. If there's any documents on
that, it'd be helpful.

29

GICC Controller:

And, we should have a copy of that in his file.
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3

Jeff Brown:

Okay. I'll note that the statements all continue to say, up through the most
recent one, Legacy Island, which I presume refers to the membership
charge. You said earlier there is no Legacy-

4
5

GICC Controller:

It is just noting that it was purchased from a Legacy member, which was
what they were called at the time.

6

Jeff Brown:

But, for all intents and purposes he has an Island membership?

7

GICC Controller:

Yes.

8

Jeff Brown:

Okay. And, what did-

9

GICC Controller:

They would consist of these same benefits.

10

Jeff Brown:

And, what are those benefits?

11
12

GICC Controller:

Full use of the club with access to golf, tennis, social with the restaurants,
with the pool, with the athletic facilities.

13

Jeff Brown:

So, it's the most inclusive membership?

14

GICC Controller:

Yes.

15
16

Jeff Brown:

And, would you just explain that's consistent with these membership
information sheets that you provided me?

17

GICC Controller:

Yes.

18
19

Jeff Brown:

Okay. So, he is... Well, wait. It says Class Two Island members. What
does Class Two mean? It just means non-corporate?

20

GICC Controller:

Yes.

21

Jeff Brown:

Okay.

22
23
24
25
26

GICC Controller:

I don't know what the Class Two actually means, but they're all Class
Two. So, I would just, me, myself would say that he was an Island
member. But, like the non-resident, they're all Class Two. I don't know...
Well, here's a Class One. Nope, that's Class Two too. So, on, and it's a
different date. So, yes, I would, they're all the same.

27
28

Jeff Brown:

The Island membership, what sort of benefits does that provide to a wife,
or children, or grandchildren?
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GICC Controller:

Full benefits to a wife, a child up to 26 years old at the time. I think we
just changed our bylaws on that. And, I don't know about grandchildren.

3

Jeff Brown:

Okay. If you look back-

4

Paul Solis:

What did you... So you said you just changed the bylaws. How recent?

5

GICC Controller:

Within the last month.

6

Paul Solis:

And, you lowered the age, or-

7
8

GICC Controller:

Yes, we lowered the age to 25, I think, or married. So, at the time of this
that they're grown children, could use it as well if they-

9

Paul Solis:

So now if the child is married, they'd lose the privilege?

10

GICC Controller:

Yes.

11

Paul Solis:

Okay.

12
13
14
15

Jeff Brown:

If I just go back to tab one on the Congressman's application and note that
it says marital status on second page and references his wife. If there were
any other individuals who were going to have use or access to the club,
would they be referenced on this?

16

GICC Controller:

Yes, they would.

17
18

Jeff Brown:

Okay, so the individual that gets access to the Congressman's Legacy
Island Membership, is his wife according to this-

19

GICC Controller:

Yes.

20
21
22
23
24
25

Jeff Brown:

... document. Okay. I suspect you won't need to look at these, but at tab
four we've got the monthly statements, and I wanted to ask you a couple of
questions about some of the fees that are... that you can see on the monthly
statements, and the first one is simply the Legacy Island charge. Is that
effectively the monthly charge that each individual must pay, in order to
get access to all those benefits that you mentioned?

26

GICC Controller:

Yes.

27
28

Jeff Brown:

That includes golf, pool, tennis, dining, exercise. Is there anything else
that I'm missing?
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4

GICC Controller:

Well, no. All of that... That gives them access to all of that stuff, but of
course they would have to pay for their dining, and pay for additional
things like golf or tennis. If that... Didn't want you to think that was
included.

5
6

Jeff Brown:

No, no, no, that's helpful. And that's another point I wanted to touch on,
which is...

7

GICC Controller:

It gets them access to the property.

8
9
10

Jeff Brown:

Right. And let's say, that the Congressman or a member walks onto the
golf course with their clubs and just plays 18 holes. Is that necessarily
going to be reflected on these monthly statements?

11

GICC Controller:

No.

12
13

Jeff Brown:

Okay. But if the Congressman goes out or a member goes out, and they
bring a guest, or they rent a cart, then you'll see charges?

14

GICC Controller:

Yes.

15

Jeff Brown:

For a greens fee or for a cart fee?

16

GICC Controller:

Yes.

17

Jeff Brown:

How about with tennis? Is that the... Is that the same?

18
19
20
21
22
23

GICC Controller:

I don't think so. I think with tennis, unless they are purchasing something
in the tennis shop, it wouldn't reflect on here. I think it's full tennis
privileges, unless it's a guest. And if the guest... At tennis, guests are able
to pay with their own abilities. They could pay with cash, or they could
pay with their credit card. So we don't have a lot of guest fees that would
run through the tennis, on to the statement.

24
25
26

Jeff Brown:

Aside from bringing guests, the Congressman or another member could
just walk up and use the tennis facilities, and that's not necessarily
reflected on a monthly statement?

27

GICC Controller:

Right.

28

Jeff Brown:

Okay. Same thing with the pool?

29

GICC Controller:

Yes.
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1

Jeff Brown:

Same thing with exercise facilities?

2

GICC Controller:

Yes.

3
4

Jeff Brown:

But with dining, any dining charges are obviously going to be reflected on
these monthly statements?

5

GICC Controller:

Yes.

6
7
8

Paul Solis:

So when a guest comes, is there an ability for them to pay as well
individually, or is that automatically charged to the member? For golf, I'm
sorry. For golf.

9
10

GICC Controller:

For golf, there is the ability for a guest to pay down there as well. Yes, we
do have that.

11

Paul Solis:

So they could pay by credit card or cash?

12

GICC Controller:

Yes.

13

Paul Solis:

Okay.

14

Jeff Brown:

And then therefore, may not necessarily be reflected on the member's bill.

15

GICC Controller:

Right.

16
17

Paul Solis:

Would you say it's a common practice for members to assume those
greens fees, for guests they bring for golf?

18
19

GICC Controller:

You could ask Matt that question. I don't know. They handle all of that in
house for themselves.

20
21

Jeff Brown:

Back to the monthly charges, there is a monthly service charge of $45 a
month. What is that?

22
23
24

GICC Controller:

It is a charge that is charged to every member. We charge that in lieu of
tips for our servers. We charge that monthly service charge to every
member, so that they don't have to tip on top of their meal.

25
26

Jeff Brown:

Okay. How about the assessments? Can you talk to me about what the
assessment is?

27
28

GICC Controller:

Assessment? I don't know this timeframe. I know the last two years it has
been $500 a year, an annual assessment. It's billed in June and in August,
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3

and we bill it in two increments. $250 in June. $250 in August. It's just the
annual assessment that we charge. This year and last year we charged
$500. Prior years we had been charging $250.

4

Jeff Brown:

And what's the purpose of the assessment?

5
6

GICC Controller:

Just for club privileges, club grounds, just capital purchases that we need
to-

7
8

Jeff Brown:

It's money, additional money on top of the membership charge that you're
collecting in order to maintain and improve the club?

9

GICC Controller:

Yes.

10

Jeff Brown:

There's also an annual locker fee. I see, that's $132. What's that?

11

GICC Controller:

That is for privileges for a locker in the locker room.

12
13

Jeff Brown:

Is that privileges to the locker room, or privileges to an actual physical
locker that-

14

GICC Controller:

To an actual physical locker.

15
16

Jeff Brown:

Okay. So you get, as a member, if you pay the $132, you get a locker in
the locker room that is yours, and you can store your stuff in there?

17

GICC Controller:

Yes.

18

Paul Solis:

Is that automatic to every member?

19

GICC Controller:

No.

20
21

Paul Solis:

So, which members would be charged that fee, and which members would
not?

22

GICC Controller:

One's that would sign up for it.

23

Paul Solis:

Okay.

24
25

GICC Controller:

And they would sign up for it through the golf shop, and Matt would be
able to answer any more questions on that as well.

26
27

Paul Solis:

So if you're not using the club, but like golf for example, you're probably
not going to have a locker fee.
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5
6
7
8

GICC Controller:

Right. No, you wouldn't. You wouldn't have a locker fee, unless you
signed up for it. We do not do it automatically. We do bill it automatically.
So if you weren't using the club, and then coming here you would be...
You would say, Oh, I'm not using the club. I don't need that locker fee,
and we would credit it back. So it's not something that we are, once it's
billed, it's billed, we will adjust it if need be. We just base it on who has
lockers down there, and we get that list from Matt or the golf shop
department.

9

Paul Solis:

Okay.

10

Jeff Brown:

It also looks like there is an annual handicap fee of $35. What's that?

11
12

GICC Controller:

I honestly don't know what a handicap fee is. It has something to do with
golf.

13

Paul Solis:

That's probably a fair assumption.

14

Jeff Brown:

We will ask GICC Golf Pro about that-

15

GICC Controller:

Yes.

16
17
18
19

Jeff Brown:

... But I’ll note one of the documents you sent us, it was Green Island
Country Club Golf Information. It says “handicap $35 annually per
person. An established handicap is necessary to participate in club or
outside events.” Does that sound like what that fee may be about?

20
21

GICC Controller:

Yes, that is, but what that handicap is, I have no idea. I'm not a big golfer.
I don't know much about golf.

22
23
24

Paul Solis:

Typically, the club professional will assess the scores of the players and
give a number, and then they can use that number to go to other courses,
and establish like what their scores are.

25

GICC Controller:

Oh, okay.

26

Paul Solis:

We'll ask GICC Golf Pro about that.

27
28

GICC Controller:

That is what it is. That does sound as to what that handicap fee would be,
because we do charge it to a number of members.

29

Jeff Brown:

And that makes sense?

30

GICC Controller:

That makes sense to me, yes.
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1

Paul Solis:

We'll confirm it with GICC Golf Pro.

2
3
4

Jeff Brown:

And then lastly, the one other fee that I see that reoccurs around the
holidays, and I suspect I know why, but I will ask you, what is the holiday
fund fee?

5
6
7
8

GICC Controller:

The holiday fund is for the employees’ Christmas bonus. Every member is
charged that as well. They do have the ability to decline that, but it is
automatically charged to their account. They just have to call and tell us
they're not paying that, and we will remove it. And we have those too.

9
10
11
12

Jeff Brown:

I'd like to pivot just slightly and talk a little bit about the billing
procedures. So obviously, individual members here are billed on a
monthly basis, and you'll send them monthly statements. With respect to
the Congressmen, do you know how those statements are sent to him?

13

GICC Controller:

I believe his statements are sent to him by e-mail.

14

Jeff Brown:

Via e-mail. And do you know if they're also sent a hard copy in the mail?

15
16

GICC Controller:

That is a possibility. It'd be something I'd have to ask Vicki, but we do
send a number amount of statements, emails, and hard copies out.

17
18

Jeff Brown:

Okay. And if you wouldn't mind asking Vicki how those are sent, I would
appreciate it.

19
20

Paul Solis:

And is it email to the Congressman's personal email address or a campaign
address, do you know that?

21
22
23
24

GICC Controller:

It looks like
would have been where
they were sent to. That's how she would've set it up, and unless he has
changed it since this, I know when I have emailed him in the past it's been
to that email address.

25
26
27
28

Jeff Brown:

And this may be a question for GICC Banquet Coordinator, but I'll see if
you can shed any light on it. Banquet event order forms, are those
included with monthly statements or are those also provided via email?
How do you do banquet event order forms? Are they provided to them?

29
30
31
32

GICC Controller:

They are provided. They are not provided monthly. What you see here in
this monthly statement is what he would have received. If you look at the
August 31st, he had a golf purchase so it gives the actual chit. Our
banquets are not done through chit processing. So it would have been a

Page 13 of 20

19-3824_0482

CONFIDENTIAL
Subject to the Nondisclosure Provisions of H. Res. 895 of the 110th Congress as Amended
1
2

report, like the one that you were just looking at, which he would have
been provided that report, and he would have paid for it from that.

3
4
5

Jeff Brown:

So those reports would be provided at or around the time that the banquet
is being prepared, or after the banquet has occurred and the final bill for
the banquet is done?

6
7

GICC Controller:

After the banquet has occurred in the final bill. That would be the final
bill.

8
9

Jeff Brown:

Okay. And you just said that they are sent that bill and then they're
required to pay that bill, but if I think Congressman has automatic debit-

10

GICC Controller:

Yes, ACH.

11
12

Jeff Brown:

... It's not necessarily going to be paid separately. It'll just be included on
the bill, and then...

13
14
15

GICC Controller:

Correct. If he has, like on this particular one, he has a banquet, and it was
paid separately for that particular one, and then his bill was paid. But that's
because-

16

Jeff Brown:

Okay. You said you're looking at the-

17

GICC Controller:

September 30th.

18

Jeff Brown:

... September 30th statement. Okay.

19
20

GICC Controller:

The Gunn Bridal Shower, that was probably... Or that was for a guest and
it was paid separately,

21
22
23
24

Jeff Brown:

And you are saying that it's paid separately because you see Gunn bridal
shower/brunch, and there's a $926.41 charge on September 8th, 2019, and
then later there is a payment for that exact same amount. And it is not an
ACH payment.

25

GICC Controller:

That's correct.

26
27

Jeff Brown:

Okay. Actually, let me ask you this first. If you look at tab three, this is the
ACH form that you sent us, correct?

28

GICC Controller:

Yes.
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2

Jeff Brown:

Okay. And it looks to me, correct me if I'm wrong here, but this is dated
March 26 of 2015?

3

GICC Controller:

Correct.

4
5
6
7
8
9

Jeff Brown:

And at the bottom there's a check. And for the record, this is a
GICC_0021. At the bottom there's a check from an account, Sanford
Bishop for Congress with Columbus Bank and Trust. And so it's my
understanding that the Sanford Bishop for Congress account at Columbus
Bank and Trust is automatically debited pursuant to this ACH agreement
each month after probably April of 2015?

10
11
12
13

GICC Controller:

That would be correct. We pull everything on the 15th of the month. So it
would have been April, 2015. Unless, they have requested to stop the
ACH. We don't have real documentation for that other than it will be listed
differently on the statements.

14
15
16
17

Jeff Brown:

Yeah, you're kind of hitting on my next point here, which is on the
statement, if it's paid by ACH, you will see a designation ACH. If it's not
paid by ACH, will there be a consistent notation or, I see a lot of times it
says “ayment”. I assume that short for “payments?”

18

GICC Controller:

Yeah, it must have just gotten cut off.

19
20

Jeff Brown:

In other words, that's a check that's coming or a payment of some kind
that's coming outside of the ACH?

21
22
23
24

GICC Controller:

See, these are all... Yes, that would be the consistency of how it should be
labeled. He's had a credit for a while though, so it's kind of... Yes, if it's
ACH, it would be an ACH, and if it's a payment it would be check
payment. And if it's cash, we will notate as well.

25
26
27
28

Jeff Brown:

Okay. When I look back through these statements, what I see is, at least
since the ACH was put in place, that the ACH is used to pay all of the
monthly charges and that if there is a banquet, some of the banquets will
be paid separately by check. Is that what you see here?

29

GICC Controller:

Yes. That's what I'm looking at. That's what happened here.

30
31
32
33

Jeff Brown:

Right, and the banquets that are paid separately, and again, if this isn't
your area, let me know. But the banquets that are paid separately, it
appears would be for individuals other than the member who were having
some sort of event at the club.
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GICC Controller:

Yes. That's the way it would appear to me. Or maybe it is something for
the member, but being paid by someone else.

3
4

Jeff Brown:

The ACH. You mentioned something about an ACH being stopped. Is the
Congressman's bill still paid by ACH?

5

GICC Controller:

No, it is not.

6

Jeff Brown:

It's not. Okay. When did that happen?

7
8

GICC Controller:

Looks like September 16th probably was the last one. The bill hasn't been
paid since then.

9

Paul Solis:

Of this year?

10

GICC Controller:

Yes.

11
12

Jeff Brown:

And you're looking at the September 2019 statement, and it says ACH on
it.

13

GICC Controller:

Correct.

14
15

Jeff Brown:

But have you had some sort of interaction with the Congressman or
somebody about that ACH?

16
17
18

GICC Controller:

That would be Vicky. And yes, he would have called and said, "Stop my
ACH," or emailed, or in somewhat manner spoke with her regarding it.
We would not stop it without speaking with our member.

19
20

Paul Solis:

And did Vicky relay that she in fact did have some sort of communication
from him?

21
22
23
24

GICC Controller:

Yes. I don't know whether it was an email or a conversation. But yes, I
remember her saying, because he's on our delinquent list that I went over
this week, and I asked about it and she said, "Well they stopped their
ACH." So I said, "Okay, we'll figure that out."

25
26

Paul Solis:

And the delinquency would be basically just for the October period or also
maybe November?

27
28

GICC Controller:

October and November. We bill a month in advance. So when we bill on
the last day of the month, it is for the next month.
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Jeff Brown:

And that reminds me of one other thing I was hoping that you might be
able to run down for us, which are just the two most recent statements?

3

GICC Controller:

Yeah.

4
5
6

Jeff Brown:

Which I think when I requested them of you, they obviously weren't
available. So these are the newest statements, I think, October and
November?

7

GICC Controller:

Yes. October and November, yes.

8
9

Jeff Brown:

Correct. So ACH is no longer in place for the Congressman. Are there any
other payment instructions on file, that you're aware of?

10

GICC Controller:

What do you mean?

11
12

Jeff Brown:

Has he indicated that he'll be paying charges in a certain manner going
forward? Or you've just billed him and you're waiting on a check?

13
14
15
16
17
18

GICC Controller:

We've billed him and we're waiting on a check. I don't know that Vicky
has started communications for delinquency yet, because this is, we do
generally give them a little time, and then we start those communications.
So I don't know if she has started or she probably did this past October
31st sent a note in their statement that said, we must have missed your
payment.

19
20

Jeff Brown:

And that would have been sent in the same fashion that the monthly
statements are sent or would have been sent in the monthly statement?

21
22

GICC Controller:

Yes. It would have been sent in the monthly statement. If it was mailed, it
would have been sent in the email if it was emailed or both if he gets both.

23
24

Jeff Brown:

Okay. Switching gears a little bit, do you ever interact with the
Congressman here at the club?

25

GICC Controller:

No. I've never seen him.

26

Paul Solis:

Never had a phone call or email from him?

27
28

GICC Controller:

I have had a phone call from him, over the summer requesting the
statements, copies of the statements, which I did email to him.

29
30

Jeff Brown:

Who at the club would interact with the Congressman with the most
frequency?
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GICC Controller:

That would be Lauren or Matt. Any golf event that he would have here
would be Matt. Any banquet event that he would have here would be with
Lauren.

4
5
6
7

Jeff Brown:

Recognizing that what you just said, which was you haven't interacted
with the Congressman aside from maybe some phone or email
communications, do you have any awareness of the way or the manner, in
which he uses the club?

8

GICC Controller:

No.

9

Jeff Brown:

Can you glean anything from the statements?

10

GICC Golf Pro:

I'm here, do I need to wait?

11

GICC Controller:

Yes, please.

12

GICC Golf Pro:

Okay. Got it.

13
14

GICC Controller:

That's Matt, he's the... Okay, let's see. Looks like he's had some type of
reception. I don't know if, that would definitely be a Lauren question.

15
16
17

Jeff Brown:

Let me ask you this way. So aside from looking through the statements,
you don't have a general awareness of the way the congressman uses the
club?

18
19
20
21
22
23

GICC Controller:

No, I would not, other than know that he has a golf tournament here
annually. It's usually a pretty big event that we host. And I believe this
year it was a little later than the prior years, but the only reason why I
think that is because our books were off, but it could have been another
event that got postponed. But no, I would not have any knowledge of how
he uses the club.

24
25

Jeff Brown:

How about the way that his wife uses the club? Do you have any
awareness of how she uses the club?

26

GICC Controller:

No, sir.

27
28
29

Jeff Brown:

With the monthly statements, as you referenced, occasionally there are
chits which are, as I understand, sort of individualized receipts for money
spent either at the golf pro shop or the dining room.

30

GICC Controller:

Or the tennis pro shop.
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Jeff Brown:

Or the tennis pro shop, okay.

2
3

GICC Controller:

Or any of the dining outlets. Like if he was at the pool, there's a dining
outlet there during the summer.

4
5

Jeff Brown:

If the congressman is not noted on the chit, but instead his wife, what does
that suggest to you?

6
7
8
9

GICC Controller:

She has her own number. His is 1517. Hers would be like 1517A. Yeah,
and that's what it is. So since she has her own number, they would use that
number to note whether or not she was coming versus him, or it might've
been that she made the reservations and it was both of them.

10
11
12

Jeff Brown:

Okay. So if a chit was Mrs. Bishop, as opposed to the Congressman or
vice versa, that is not necessarily indicative that one is there without the
other.

13

GICC Controller:

Correct.

14

Jeff Brown:

Okay. Can you tell me a little bit about your Mother's Day Brunch?

15

GICC Controller:

Mother's Day Brunch.

16

Jeff Brown:

And if that's question for GICC Banquet Coordinator-

17
18
19
20

GICC Controller:

That would be a question for Lauren. I mean, it's just a general brunch that
we... It's more of an event, versus we do every Sunday, Sunday brunch,
but Mother's Day Brunch is just a bigger event that we do more for, it
costs more and it's just a bigger deal than our normal Sunday brunch.

21

Jeff Brown:

What are the things that you guys do that makes it a bigger brunch?

22

GICC Controller:

That would be a Lauren question.

23

Jeff Brown:

Do you have anything else?

24
25

Paul Solis:

When you talked to the Congressman this summer, you said you had a
phone call with him, or he called you, right?

26

GICC Controller:

Yes. He called me.

27

Paul Solis:

Did he say why he was requesting the statements?

28

GICC Controller:

No, he did not.
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Paul Solis:

And, I think you sort of touched upon this, but regarding the stoppage of
the ACH, any phone calls from him to you or are you aware of any
information he's relayed about why he stopped the ACH payment?

4
5

GICC Controller:

I am not aware of any of that information, but I have it written to ask
Vicky. So if you want to circle back when we're done.

6
7
8
9
10

Paul Solis:

One thing I was going to talk with Jeff with is maybe if she did, if it was
in fact an email from him as opposed to a phone call. If she has a record of
that, maybe it's something we'll ask for. Jeff and I'll talk about it and
maybe we'll ask for it, but just if you see it, preserve it, if she has it, and
maybe we'll ask for that as well.

11

GICC Controller:

Okay.

12

Jeff Brown:

I don't have anything else, so I think we will stop the recording.

13

GICC Controller:

Perfect.
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19-3824_0491

19-3824_0492

19-3824_0493

19-3824_0494

19-3824_0495

19-3824_0496
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19-3824_0533
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19-3824_0535
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GICC Campaign Payment Exhibit
GICC
Payment
Date

GICC Payment
(per GICC
Statements)

9/30/2019

$926.41

9/16/2019

$8,762.60

8/15/2019

$25,483.59

4/11/2019

$13,590.41

2/25/2019

$6,468.66

2/15/2019

$522.00

1/15/2019

$7,542.46

12/17/2018

$1,091.95

12/17/2018

$586.14

11/29/2018

$1,996.82

11/15/2018

$697.21

10/15/2018

$487.00

9/17/2018

$6,415.37

Evidence of Campaign Committee Payment (or payment by
other individuals/entities)
Non-SBFC payment. See September 2019 statement noting
separate, non-ACH payment for Gunn Bridal Shower.
Compare GICC Monthly Billing Statements with GICC ACH
Form; FEC Quarterly Report of Receipts and Disbursements
(Q3), filed October 15, 2019 at 38 (identifying 9/16/19
disbursement for $8,762.60).
Compare GICC Monthly Billing Statements with GICC ACH
Form; FEC Quarterly Report of Receipts and Disbursements
(Q3), filed October 15, 2019 at 38 (identifying 8/18/19
disbursement for $25,483.59).
Non-SBFC payment. See April 2019 statement noting
separate, non-ACH payment for March 2019 Links Emerald
Ball.
Non-SBFC payment (by the U.S. Treasury). See February
2019 statement identifying separate, non-ACH payment for the
December 2018 BBC Holiday Social. The figures do not
precisely line up because the Treasury did not pay for the
alcohol associated with this event.
Compare GICC Monthly Billing Statements with GICC ACH
Form; FEC Amended Quarterly Report of Receipts and
Disbursements (Q1), filed September 25, 2019 at 43
(identifying 2/15/19 disbursement for $522.00).
Compare GICC Monthly Billing Statements with GICC ACH
Form; FEC Amended Quarterly Report of Receipts and
Disbursements (Q1), filed September 25, 2019 at 43
(identifying 1/15/19 disbursement for $7,542.46).
Non-SBFC payment. See December 2018 statement noting
separate, non-ACH payment for Williams Burgos Tennis
Brunch.
Compare GICC Monthly Billing Statements with GICC ACH
Form; FEC Amended Year-End Report of Receipts and
Disbursements, filed September 25, 2019 at 10 (identifying
12/17/18 disbursement for $586.14).
Non-SBFC payment. See November 2018 statement noting
separate, non-ACH payment for Kristie’s 45th Birthday.
Compare GICC Monthly Billing Statements with GICC ACH
Form. This disbursement appears to be omitted from FEC
reports.
Compare GICC Monthly Billing Statements with GICC ACH
Form; FEC 12-Day Pre-General Report of Receipts and
Disbursements, filed October 25, 2018 at 18 (identifying
10/15/18 disbursement for $487.00).
Compare GICC Monthly Billing Statements with GICC ACH
Form; FEC Quarterly Report of Receipts and Disbursements
(Q3), filed October 16, 2018 at 87 (identifying 9/1/18
1
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8/16/2018

$30,133.81

6/9/2018

$4,644.48

3/22/2018

$3,528.36

3/15/2018

$487.50

2/15/2018

$1,380.54

1/15/2018

$4,756.08

12/15/2017

$574.17

11/15/2017

$703.54

10/16/2017

$1,200.95

9/15/2017

$37,060.97

8/15/2017

$782.80

7/17/2017

$134.80

disbursement for $11,303.82). The OCE believes that the
campaign misreported the disbursement in FEC records given
the figures in the GICC billing statement.
Compare GICC Monthly Billing Statements with GICC ACH
Form; FEC Quarterly Report of Receipts and Disbursements
(Q3), filed October 16, 2018 at 87 (identifying 8/16/18
disbursement for $30,133.81).
Non-SBFC payment. See June 2018 statement noting separate,
non-ACH payment for Carver High School Reunion.
Non-SBFC payment (by the U.S. Treasury). See March 2018
statement identifying separate, non-ACH payment for the
December 2017 BBC Holiday Social.
Compare GICC Monthly Billing Statements with GICC ACH
Form; FEC Quarterly Report of Receipts and Disbursements
(Q1), filed April 15, 2018 at 29 (identifying 3/15/18
disbursement for $487.50).
Compare GICC Monthly Billing Statements with GICC ACH
Form; FEC Quarterly Report of Receipts and Disbursements
(Q1), filed April 15, 2018 at 28 (identifying 2/15/18
disbursement for $1,380.54).
Compare GICC Monthly Billing Statements with GICC ACH
Form; FEC Quarterly Report of Receipts and Disbursements
(Q1), filed April 15, 2018 at 28 (identifying 1/16/18
disbursement for $4,765.08).
Compare GICC Monthly Billing Statements with GICC ACH
Form; FEC Year-End Report of Receipts and Disbursements,
filed January 26, 2018 at 32 (identifying 12/15/17 disbursement
for $574.17).
Compare GICC Monthly Billing Statements with GICC ACH
Form; FEC Year-End Report of Receipts and Disbursements,
filed January 26, 2018 at 32 (identifying 11/15/17 disbursement
for $703.54).
Compare GICC Monthly Billing Statements with GICC ACH
Form; FEC Year-End Report of Receipts and Disbursements,
filed January 26, 2018 at 31 (identifying 10/16/17 disbursement
for $1,200.95).
Compare GICC Monthly Billing Statements with GICC ACH
Form; FEC Quarterly Report of Receipts and Disbursements
(Q3), filed October 15, 2017 at 50 (identifying 9/12/17
disbursement for $37,060.97).
Compare GICC Monthly Billing Statements with GICC ACH
Form; FEC Quarterly Report of Receipts and Disbursements
(Q3), filed October 15, 2017 at 50 (identifying 8/15/17
disbursement for $782.80).
Compare GICC Monthly Billing Statements with GICC ACH
Form; FEC Quarterly Report of Receipts and Disbursements
(Q3), filed October 15, 2017 at 49 (identifying 7/17/17
disbursement for $134.80).
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4/10/2017

$490.05

4/10/2017

$11,974.21

3/27/2017

$4,006.35

3/13/2017

$4,976.29

2/15/2017

$717.56

1/17/2017

$6,395.00

12/15/2016

$675.43

11/15/2016

$582.86

10/17/2016

$756.49

9/15/2016

$748.54

8/15/2016

$554.42

7/26/2016

$376.00

7/15/2016

$26,681.92

Non-SBFC payment. See April 2017 statement noting
separate, non-ACH payment for March 2017 Links
Entertainers.
Non-SBFC payment. See April 2017 statement noting
separate, non-ACH payment for March 2017 Links Emerald
Ball.
Non-SBFC payment. See March 2017 statement noting two
separate, non-ACH payments for the March 18, 2017 Williams
Dinner (consisting of $2,548.50 and $1,457.85 payments).
Non-SBFC payment (by the U.S. Treasury). See March 2017
statement identifying separate, non-ACH payment for the
December 2016 BBC Holiday Social. The figures do not
precisely line up because the Treasury did not pay for the
alcohol associated with this event.
Compare GICC Monthly Billing Statements with GICC ACH
Form; FEC Quarterly Report of Receipts and Disbursements
(Q1), filed April 15, 2017 at 32 (identifying 2/15/17
disbursement for $717.56).
Compare GICC Monthly Billing Statements with GICC ACH
Form; FEC Quarterly Report of Receipts and Disbursements
(Q1), filed April 15, 2017 at 32 (identifying 1/17/17
disbursement for $6,395.00).
Compare GICC Monthly Billing Statements with GICC ACH
Form; FEC Year-End Report of Receipts and Disbursements,
filed January 31, 2017 at 9 (identifying 12/15/16 disbursement
for $675.43).
Compare GICC Monthly Billing Statements with GICC ACH
Form; FEC Amended 30-Day Post-General Election Report of
Receipts and Disbursements, filed March 22, 2017 at 25
(identifying 11/15/16 disbursement for $582.66).
Compare GICC Monthly Billing Statements with GICC ACH
Form; FEC 12-Day Pre-General Election Report of Receipts
and Disbursements, filed October 27, 2016 at 25 (identifying
10/17/16 disbursement for $756.49).
Compare GICC Monthly Billing Statements with GICC ACH
Form; FEC Quarterly Report of Receipts and Disbursements
(Q3), filed October 15, 2016 at 65 (identifying 9/15/16
disbursement for $748.54).
Compare GICC Monthly Billing Statements with GICC ACH
Form; FEC Quarterly Report of Receipts and Disbursements
(Q3), filed October 15, 2016 at 65 (identifying 8/15/16
disbursement for $1,554.42). The OCE believes that the
campaign misreported the disbursement in FEC records by
adding a “1” before the “554.42.”
Non-SBFC payment. See July 2016 statement noting separate,
non-ACH payment for Bishop Luncheon.
Compare GICC Monthly Billing Statements with GICC ACH
Form; FEC Quarterly Report of Receipts and Disbursements
(Q3), filed October 15, 2016 at 65 (identifying 7/15/16
disbursement for $26,681.92).
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6/15/2016

$898.18

5/16/2016

$555.65

4/15/2016

$1,041.00

3/15/2016

$386.55

1/28/2016

$1,114.56

1/15/2016

$1,664.52

12/15/2015

$626.66

11/16/2015

$654.94

10/15/2015

$1,576.68

9/15/2015

$737.62

8/17/2015

$29,296.94

7/15/2015

$891.14

6/15/2015

$985.02

Compare GICC Monthly Billing Statements with GICC ACH
Form; FEC Amended Report of Receipts and Disbursements
(Q2), filed November 14, 2016 at 53 (identifying 6/15/16
disbursement for $898.18).
Compare GICC Monthly Billing Statements with GICC ACH
Form; FEC Amended Report of Receipts and Disbursements
(Q2), filed November 14, 2016 at 53 (identifying 5/16/16
disbursement for $555.66).
Compare GICC Monthly Billing Statements with GICC ACH
Form; FEC 12-Day Pre-Primary Election Report of Receipts
and Disbursements, filed May 12, 2016 at 14 (identifying
4/15/16 disbursement for $1,041.00).
Compare GICC Monthly Billing Statements with GICC ACH
Form; FEC Amended Quarterly Report of Receipts and
Disbursements (Q1), filed July 25, 2016 at 33 (identifying
3/15/16 disbursement for $386.55).
Non-SBFC payment (by the U.S. Treasury). See January 2016
statement identifying separate, non-ACH payment for the
December 2015 Congressman Bishop Christmas Party. The
figures do not precisely line up because the Treasury did not
pay for the alcohol associated with this event.
Compare GICC Monthly Billing Statements with GICC ACH
Form; FEC Amended Quarterly Report of Receipts and
Disbursements (Q1), filed July 25, 2016 at 33 (identifying
1/15/16 disbursement for $1,664.52).
Compare GICC Monthly Billing Statements with GICC ACH
Form; FEC Year-End Report of Receipts and Disbursements,
filed January 29, 2016 at 37 (identifying 12/15/15 disbursement
for $626.66).
Compare GICC Monthly Billing Statements with GICC ACH
Form; FEC Year-End Report of Receipts and Disbursements,
filed January 29, 2016 at 36 (identifying 11/16/15 disbursement
for $654.94).
Compare GICC Monthly Billing Statements with GICC ACH
Form; FEC Year-End Report of Receipts and Disbursements,
filed January 29, 2016 at 36 (identifying 10/15/15 disbursement
for $1,576.68).
Compare GICC Monthly Billing Statements with GICC ACH
Form. This disbursement appears to be omitted from FEC
reports.
Compare GICC Monthly Billing Statements with GICC ACH
Form; FEC Quarterly Report of Receipts and Disbursements
(Q3), filed October 16, 2015 at 59 (identifying 8/17/15
disbursement for $29,296.94).
Compare GICC Monthly Billing Statements with GICC ACH
Form; FEC Quarterly Report of Receipts and Disbursements
(Q3), filed October 16, 2015 at 59 (identifying 7/15/15
disbursement for $891.14).
Compare GICC Monthly Billing Statements with GICC ACH
Form; FEC Quarterly Report of Receipts and Disbursements
4
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6/13/2015

$1,040.81

5/15/2015

$556.38

4/15/2015

$668.76

3/30/2015

$439.00

2/26/2015

$889.06

1/17/2015

$12.84

1/15/2015

$663.34 (includes
two separate
payments of
$106.06 and
$557.28)

12/26/2014

$999.88

11/11/2014

$479.00

10/15/2014

$2,190.34

8/8/2014

$26,550.86

7/9/2014

$596.40

(Q2), filed July 17, 2015 at 35 (identifying 6/15/15
disbursement for $985.02).
Non-SBFC payment. See June 2015 statement noting separate,
non-ACH payment for Samoan Christian Church event.
Compare GICC Monthly Billing Statements with GICC ACH
Form; FEC Quarterly Report of Receipts and Disbursements
(Q2), filed July 17, 2015 at 35 (identifying 5/15/15
disbursement for $556.38).
Compare GICC Monthly Billing Statements with GICC ACH
Form; FEC Quarterly Report of Receipts and Disbursements
(Q2), filed July 17, 2015 at 34 (identifying 4/15/15
disbursement for $668.76).
See FEC Quarterly Report of Receipts and Disbursements (Q1),
filed April 16, 2015 at 21 (identifying 3/26/15 disbursement for
$439.00); 3/26/15 check for $439.00.
See FEC Quarterly Report of Receipts and Disbursements (Q1),
filed April 16, 2015 at 20 (identifying 2/15/15 disbursement for
$889.06); 2/15/15 SBFC check for $889.06.
Non-SBFC payment. See January 2015 statement noting
separate payment via Visa card.
See FEC Quarterly Report of Receipts and Disbursements (Q1),
filed April 16, 2015 at 20 (identifying 1/13/15 disbursement for
$606.06); 1/12/15 SBFC check for $106.06. The OCE believes
that the campaign misreported the disbursement given the
figures in the GICC billing statement and the campaign check
provided to the OCE. The OCE could not definitively
determine whether the $557.28 was paid for by the campaign or
with some other source of funds. The $557.28 payment
appears to have been for a “Bishop Staff Holiday Luncheon.”
See FEC Year-End Report of Receipts and Disbursements, filed
January 31, 2015 at 9 (identifying 12/17/14 disbursement for
$999.88); 12/15/14 SBFC check for $999.88.
See 11/4/14 SBFC check for $479.00. The 30-Day PostElection FEC Report of Receipts and Disbursements filed
December 4, 2014 lists a disbursement to GICC on 11/4/14 for
$528.95. The OCE believes this figure was misreported given
the GICC billing statement and the campaign committee check
which both reference a $479.00 payment.
See FEC 12-Day Pre-General Report of Receipts and
Disbursements, filed October 23, 2014 at 12 (identifying
10/11/14 disbursement for $2,901.34); 10/14/14 SBFC check
for $2,190.34. The OCE believes that the campaign committee
inadvertently transposed numbers when reporting the
disbursement.
See FEC Quarterly Report of Receipts and Disbursements (Q3),
filed October 15, 2014 at 89 (identifying 8/7/14 disbursement
for $26,550.84); 8/7/14 SBFC check for $26,550.86.
See FEC Quarterly Report of Receipts and Disbursements (Q3),
filed October 15, 2014 at 89 (identifying 7/5/14 disbursement
for $596.40); 7/5/14 SBFC check for $596.40.
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6/6/2014

$527.00

5/13/2014

$5,000.00

See FEC Quarterly Report of Receipts and Disbursements (Q2),
filed July 13, 2014 at 40 (identifying 6/5/14 disbursement for
$527.00); 6/5/14 SBFC check for $527.00.
See FEC Report of Receipts and Disbursements (July Quarterly
Report), filed July 13, 2014 at 40 (identifying 5/13/14
disbursement for $5,000.00); GICC Initiation Fee Check.
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1
2

Jeff Brown:

This is Jeff Brown with the Office of Congressional Ethics. With me is
my colleague Paul Solis. Before us, we have GICC Golf Pro -

3

GICC Golf Pro:

Heitmueller.

4
5
6
7

Jeff Brown:

GICC Golf Pro, and it is November 21st. It's about 11:15 AM. We're at
Green Island Country Club. GICC Golf Pro has been provided with a copy
of the false statements warning and has signed the acknowledgement, and
with that we will get started. It's okay if I call you GICC Golf Pro?

8

GICC Golf Pro:

Sure.

9
10

Jeff Brown:

GICC Golf Pro, can you tell us a little bit about your role here at Green
Island Country Club?

11
12
13
14

GICC Golf Pro:

Head golf professional. In charge of all of our outside outings,
tournaments, running those from beginning to end. First point of contact
between external and the event. And then maintaining those relationships
and running those events among many other duties for the club.

15
16

Jeff Brown:

Okay, so that's outside events, tournaments that are held here. How about
on a daily basis with members, what's your role?

17
18

GICC Golf Pro:

Oh gosh, club fitting, lessons, therapist, do a lot of junior golf, running the
golf shop, counter, merchandising. It's a lot of hats, lot of hats.

19

Jeff Brown:

Okay.

20

GICC Golf Pro:

Basic head pro stuff.

21

Jeff Brown:

How long have you been at the club?

22

GICC Golf Pro:

Since 1994.

23

Jeff Brown:

And has that always been as the head pro?

24
25
26

GICC Golf Pro:

So I did an internship here in ‘94. Went back to Mississippi State,
graduated in May of ‘95, and came back full time as an assistant, and then
got bumped up to head professional.

27

Jeff Brown:

And what year was that?

28

GICC Golf Pro:

I believe that was 2003.
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1
2

Jeff Brown:

Tell us a little bit about Green Island Country Club. What is Green Island
Country Club?

3
4
5
6
7
8
9

GICC Golf Pro:

It's a great place. It's funny because a lot of people over the years in the... I
went to Mississippi State with what they call the golf management
program. There was 250 of us and we all became pretty good friends
because there's not a lot to do in Starkville, Mississippi 25 years ago. But
you become a close group of people. So, when we graduated, all of us
went to all these different clubs and I watched a lot of my people,
friendships, and circle, and others jump from club to club to club to club.

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17

And they kept asking me why are you still there? Are you not motivated
anymore? You just giving up or you lazy. I said no, I mean this place is...
The membership wants you to be there for their kids’ birthdays, the kids'
weddings. I mean this is a family. They don't treat you like an employee.
It's more like you're a part of their world and that's tough to find in a
country club. Plus, you've got to find that right personality in me to be
able to work with the membership and it's been a good ride. A very, very
personal membership, treats you like family.

18
19
20

Jeff Brown:

So, you obviously- your roles and responsibilities, focus around golf here
at the club. The club also has a pool, tennis, dining, exercise facilities. Is
there anything else that benefits the members here?

21
22
23
24
25
26

GICC Golf Pro:

No, that's pretty much it, your basic departments. And we, in the golf
shop, we're the nucleus because we're the group that's always here. And so
a lot of other departments reach out to us to, "Hey what'd you do?" Or, "I
need this." Or, "I need that." Because we're here on weekends, holidays.
We're that constant group of people down there in the golf shop, but that's
all.

27
28

Jeff Brown:

And I realize you might be a little bit biased when I ask you this question,
but is this a golf-first club or do members-

29
30
31
32
33

GICC Golf Pro:

Actually it's a good mix. It's a really good mix. There's just as much
pressure put on golf as there is food and beverage, as there is tennis. It's
not dependent on one department to float the club. It's really a good mix
between athletics, and dining, and food and beverage, and a la cart
business, and banquets. I'm partial to golf.

34
35

Jeff Brown:

Just to pivot a little bit and get to the meat here, tell us a little bit about
your experiences, your interactions with the Congressman.

36
37
38

GICC Golf Pro:

He's always been very professional to me. Sometimes he's hard to get. For
example, when we do our schedule this time of the year, I would always
reach out to him and say, all right, next year, we're doing our schedule I
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3
4
5

want you to get what you want. And sometimes depending on whether
there's a bunch of stuff going on in a session and he can or can't do the
event, the dates move a little bit. But I mean he's always been
professional, straightforward.
Jeff Brown:

How frequently do you interact with the Congressman?

6
7
8
9
10
11

GICC Golf Pro:

During the month of the tournament? Probably at least weekly or a couple
of times a week. Going into the event, other than seeing him here at the
club dining or something like that, I did some golf club fitting for him and
set him up with some golf clubs. If we have some time we have, we give
him some lessons and stuff there as well, separate from the event. But it
wasn't a every week or every month type of interaction.

12
13

Jeff Brown:

Would you say, given your role here, you have some familiarity with the
way in which the Congressman uses the club?

14

GICC Golf Pro:

Dining and plays a little bit of golf, but...

15
16

Jeff Brown:

And how are you aware of this, from seeing the Congressman, from
interacting with him?

17

GICC Golf Pro:

Yes, being here. When you work 70 hours a week, you see a lot.

18
19

Jeff Brown:

So, I understand that he holds the Sanford Bishop Golf Classic here every
year, and I understand that you're the point person to help.

20

GICC Golf Pro:

I'm his guy.

21

Jeff Brown:

To coordinate.

22

GICC Golf Pro:

I'm the chosen one.

23

Jeff Brown:

Aside from the Golf Classic, how does the Congressman use the club?

24
25

GICC Golf Pro:

Social events, eating, dining, he's up here for brunch on Sunday some, and
some recreational golf.

26

Jeff Brown:

How frequently would you say you see him out there on the golf course?

27

GICC Golf Pro:

Five, six times a year, maybe.

28

Jeff Brown:

Okay.

29

GICC Golf Pro:

It's not very frequently.
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Jeff Brown:

And when he's out there, is it just him? Is he with a large group of people?

2
3
4

GICC Golf Pro:

No. No. It's either him or maybe another member. I'm not even sure if I've
seen him bring any guests. Just other golfers, friends of his, this was
seldom.

5

Jeff Brown:

Okay. So it's not like there's a regular foursome that he's-

6

GICC Golf Pro:

No, no, no.

7
8

Jeff Brown:

When he comes out with... Let me ask this. Does he ever use the club
solo?

9

GICC Golf Pro:

Yeah, I've seen him out there before. Yeah.

10
11

Jeff Brown:

How about with his wife? Does he ever just they ever play the two of
them?

12
13

GICC Golf Pro:

I've never seen him and Vivian on the golf course, except during the event
when they ride around.

14

Jeff Brown:

Does Miss Bishop, does she, she's a golfer?

15
16
17

GICC Golf Pro:

Not really, no. I think for the event she rides and smiles and does her
thing, but no, she's not anybody that's going to... If she walked in the golf
shop, and said I'm here to play golf, it would be like, what? Yeah.

18
19
20

Jeff Brown:

Outside of the Sanford Bishop Golf Classic that you guys organize, when
you see the Congressman here, is it your impression that these are
fundraising events of some kind or...?

21

GICC Golf Pro:

No. No. No.

22

Jeff Brown:

Okay. How would you characterize the...?

23
24
25

GICC Golf Pro:

I would characterize it when I see him away from the event, it's typical
member, relax, come to the club, get away from the day and use it as a
haven to be away from everybody.

26
27
28

Paul Solis:

Any other fundraisers or events... I'll say it this way. Any other events
where there's a focus on him or the campaign aside from the Sanford
Bishop Classic?

29

GICC Golf Pro:

Not that I'm aware of.
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Paul Solis:

Any other fundraisers he holds that are even separate from golf that is
banquet related?

3
4
5
6
7

GICC Golf Pro:

Not that I know of. I mean it's, that's something that I know you all are
going to meet with Lauren and get catering. She could answer those
questions, but I know that he does show up for Sunday brunch with a
group. I think it's pretty much primarily family, but that's all I'm aware of,
is the golf.

8

Jeff Brown:

You said he shows up to Sunday brunch. Primarily with his family?

9

GICC Golf Pro:

Mm-hmm (affirmative). To my knowledge.

10

Jeff Brown:

Who is included in that group?

11
12

GICC Golf Pro:

You see Vivian and some, I don't know the names of the others. It appears
like it's family.

13

Jeff Brown:

Do you know his, or have you ever met his daughter or his granddaughter?

14

GICC Golf Pro:

I have during the event.

15

Jeff Brown:

And are they individuals that you see with him at brunch?

16

GICC Golf Pro:

I couldn't tell you, honestly.

17
18

Jeff Brown:

When he comes in for brunch, is it generally him and Mrs. Bishop or is it
usually a larger group?

19
20

GICC Golf Pro:

It's a mix. To my knowledge, it's a mix. It's him or her. There's a table.
Typically, a table.

21
22

Jeff Brown:

Aside from golf, which I think we've touched on and dining, does the
Congressman use the tennis courts at all?

23

GICC Golf Pro:

I have no knowledge of that.

24

Jeff Brown:

How about the pool?

25

GICC Golf Pro:

Just when he works on his back flips. No, never seen him at the pool.

26

Jeff Brown:

I'll have to ask him about this.

27
28

The gym?
GICC Golf Pro:

No knowledge of that either. Never seen him in there.
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Paul Solis:

The Sanford Bishop Classic. Is this a one-day event or two day event?

2

GICC Golf Pro:

It's a one. It's a Monday outing.

3
4

Paul Solis:

Okay. You mentioned it was large, could you estimate how many golfers
are involved in it?

5
6

GICC Golf Pro:

I have printed out every piece of paper that I have between he and I with
every tournament since 2012 with every player on the roster.

7

Jeff Brown:

And you gave those to Amy?

8

GICC Golf Pro:

Yes.

9

Jeff Brown:

And Amy provided them to us?

10
11
12

GICC Golf Pro:

Yes. But it's well over a hundred. I mean it's typically it's a double shotgun
and you're looking at anywhere from, it's 160, 170, 180 golfers during the
day.

13
14

Paul Solis:

Is there... There's an entrance fee involved with it or do you have any
awareness of that?

15
16

GICC Golf Pro:

There's a fee. He collects all that. We're the host and his team does all the
money.

17

Paul Solis:

And do you know if it's just him or his campaign that's involved with this?

18

GICC Golf Pro:

It seems to be the campaign. Yes.

19

Paul Solis:

Have you met campaign staffers?

20

GICC Golf Pro:

Mm-hmm (affirmative).

21

Paul Solis:

Like who? Do you know their names?

22
23
24
25
26

GICC Golf Pro:

God, there's a little guy named Chris, I think, that's in Washington that
comes down. But he really said... He worked with Sanford every year up
to this year. And then this year that guy came down, but he said, I can't
really do what I did last year because it's a conflict of interest and I can't
be associated. And so he stayed to the side a little bit. You can tell-

27

Jeff Brown:

In other words, because he works for the official office as well?

28

GICC Golf Pro:

I think so.
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Jeff Brown:

Okay.

2
3
4

GICC Golf Pro:

I think so. And he's just said, look, he said, I'm coming because of respect
for him, but I'm not going to, I can't do what I've been doing and I'm not
going to put myself or him in that.

5
6
7
8

And he told me, he said, if I act a little weird this year, this is awkward,
and I have to be careful. He said, I'm not going to.
Jeff Brown:

You mentioned that you had a conversation with Congressman since this
review got underway.

9
10
11
12
13
14

GICC Golf Pro:

Yes. Well, before I knew of the review. He called me asking how many
years he had done the tournament and in my records I saw ‘13, but then
there was one year that I had it in our pairing program under a different
name. It started as, instead of Sanford Bishop, it was Congressman
Sanford... It was in the C's, and I've got 200 events in there mixed in, but it
was 2012 was the first event, I'm pretty sure.

15
16

Jeff Brown:

So, the first conversation, he was simply asking you about, he was asking
you to essentially gather information?

17

GICC Golf Pro:

How many years have we done this event?

18
19

Jeff Brown:

On the Classic? Okay. Did he mention anything about the Office of
Congressional Ethics or there being review?

20

GICC Golf Pro:

It was when was the first event.

21
22

Jeff Brown:

Have you subsequently talked to the Congressman about us, with this
review?

23

GICC Golf Pro:

No. Haven't had any contact since that phone call.

24

Jeff Brown:

Okay. If I can, I'd like to go.

25
26
27
28
29
30

GICC Golf Pro:

Well, I'll tell you what, yes, I have. Because he called and I told him it was
‘13 and then he called me back and he said that he had gone to... I believe
and you could check with Lauren, but I think he went back with Lauren
and she found some records back in ‘12 and so I went back to my
computer and that's what I have determined it was under the wrong name.
So.

31

Paul Solis:

So, it was just a, it was just a year prior?
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GICC Golf Pro:

They got a food bill from 2012, you said there's no tournament. So well
give me the dates on the invoice, on the banquet event order, and I went
back in there and found, but that was it.

4

Paul Solis:

So, it may have started in 2012, it just was different name back then?

5
6
7
8
9
10

GICC Golf Pro:

Typically, what I do in my events, the first thing I put in the year, 2019,
Sanford Bishop. 2019 Celebrity Classic. 2019 Aflac Open. The first year
he did it, we didn't know there was going to be a second year and I put on
there Congressman Sanford Bishop Classic and not 2012, so I had it
mixed into this big bowl of Cheerios. But when he said there was a food
bill from '12, that's when I went back and found that first event.

11
12

Jeff Brown:

So, the conversation was focused on the golf classic? Was there anything
else discussed during this conversation?

13
14

GICC Golf Pro:

No, nothing. Nothing at all. Just how many years. And he thought it was
2012 originally, and he was right.

15
16
17
18
19
20

Jeff Brown:

I've got a binder in front of me, and there is binder now in front of you. I
wanted to walk through a couple of charges, some of which you already
made reference to, and just ask you to shed some light on those. So if you
want to look along with me. Tab four is the monthly membership
statements that you guys sent us. And the first one I want you to look at is
August of 2019. In particular, there's a chit on the back, tab four, sorry.

21

GICC Golf Pro:

Yep. September.

22
23
24

Jeff Brown:

August. These should be in date order. So, there's a chit right here on the
back side. It says, date is August 31st, 2019, and it's for $5,400. Can you
tell me what that is for?

25
26
27
28
29
30

GICC Golf Pro:

It's golf cart rentals. When he hosted his event, he put a spotter with every
foursome, so people wouldn't cheat. He had 26 people, typically 26 teams
of four on the golf course, in each shotgun. And what we did is we had to
rent golf carts from EZGO, which is the EZ-G and that's the transportation
fees from EZGO to us for the extra golf carts that we didn't have the
capacity to host the tournament before.

31

Paul Solis:

So those are not Green Island's?

32
33

GICC Golf Pro:

No, those are me calling EZGO, getting invoiced, and then passing that
cost on to him for those extra golf carts that we didn't have.

34

Jeff Brown:

For the Sanford Bishop Golf Classic?
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GICC Golf Pro:

Yes.

2

Jeff Brown:

Okay.

3

GICC Golf Pro:

He had more people than we had carts.

4
5

Jeff Brown:

Right. Now if you go to August of 2018, I think these should be in order
there.

6

GICC Golf Pro:

Okay.

7
8
9

Jeff Brown:

And if you go to the backside where the chits are, there is another oneAugust 30th, 2018, it looks like another EZGO rental for $5,400. That's
the same thing-

10

GICC Golf Pro:

Same thing.

11

Jeff Brown:

For 2018 Sanford Bishop Golf Classic?

12

GICC Golf Pro:

Yep, we did it every year.

13
14
15

Jeff Brown:

Okay. Now how about, let's go to July of 2018. Oh, sorry. Yes, July of
2018, I'm sorry, wrong page. It says, on the front side it says, "Golf
merchandise $75." Yeah, what is this chit in reference to?

16
17

GICC Golf Pro:

The Tervis two-pack is a 16 ounce Tervis Tumbler, drink cup and the
Titleist Nantucket, it's a Titleist golf hat.

18

Jeff Brown:

Okay. Who were these for?

19
20

GICC Golf Pro:

Apparently him. We wouldn't put anything on his account unless it was
him and Vivian coming in.

21
22
23

Jeff Brown:

I'm noting that this is July 30th, 2018, and if I look at the front side on the
membership statement, I see that the Sanford Bishop Golf Classic was
July 30th, 2018 of that year. Is that correct?

24

GICC Golf Pro:

That's when it was probably billed.

25

Jeff Brown:

Okay.

26
27
28
29
30

GICC Golf Pro:

We always bill it after the event once we know exactly, did it get rained
out? How many people came? Were there adjustments? The golf charges
changed because people do it and don't show. It appears to me the $86.50
on there would be a food and beverage charge. If you look at the bottom of
the page, that $19,27,80. That's my charge for 238 golfers for the golf for
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that day. Everything that we do in the pro shop goes through the point of
sale so it can hit our inventory lines and revenue streams. With food and
beverage, they don't do tickets the same as we do through the golf shop.

4
5

Jeff Brown:

So this $11,000 in July of 2018, you're saying that is likely a food charge?
The $19,000 greens fees would be your charges, and then-

6
7
8

GICC Golf Pro:

Because if you look there, the $1,816 that's going to be service charge and
then tax. I would say $1,816 should probably at that time was probably
either 20 or 21% so that would be, 027698 would be food and beverage.

9
10

Jeff Brown:

Okay, so back to this golf merchandise chit here, you said that's for a drink
cup and a golf hat.

11

GICC Golf Pro:

Mm-hmm (affirmative). Two drink cups.

12
13

Jeff Brown:

Two drink cups. The timing of this purchase does not necessarily, in your
mind, line up with the golf classic.

14
15

GICC Golf Pro:

Not unless he bought it for himself to have the hat going into the event. It
looks like it was the day before.

16

Jeff Brown:

Okay.

17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26

GICC Golf Pro:

The event. And again, those dates on the tournament, I don't know off
hand, but I would have him in the report. In that paperwork. He would
come out on the Sunday prior to that Monday outing, with the group,
having all his sponsorship signs, and they would take the golf carts, a
group would go to the front, a group would go to the back, he would place
the signs on the golf course. My assumption here is that's the Sunday or
the day before the event. And he got a hat to go out on the course that
afternoon. He always liked to go out around 2:30, 3:00. That's when my
major groups got off the golf course, so they wouldn't bother anybody, but
it was in the afternoon. So that's my assumption.

27

Jeff Brown:

And a drink cup? What does that mean?

28
29

GICC Golf Pro:

Just a Tervis Tumbler. Like you put ice in, a little 16 ounce, clear and it's
got the logo.

30

Jeff Brown:

Of Green Island?

31

GICC Golf Pro:

Mm-hmm (affirmative). Yeah, it's got our Green Island logo on it.

32
33

Jeff Brown:

Did the golf balls, are they logoed golf balls or these are just golf balls to...
You've got a whole slew of golf balls in the golf shop there.
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GICC Golf Pro:

Yeah, yeah. Are the golf balls on here?

2

Jeff Brown:

I thought you said the Titleist Nantucket-

3

GICC Golf Pro:

Hat.

4

Jeff Brown:

Oh, you said that's a hat, I'm sorry.

5

GICC Golf Pro:

That's a hat. That's a hat.

6

Jeff Brown:

Getting ahead of myself here.

7

GICC Golf Pro:

Logo hat. Our logo's on there-

8

Jeff Brown:

Your logo?

9
10

GICC Golf Pro:

The triangle logo is on that hat. I can show you that hat down there if you
need to see it. And the tumblers.

11

Jeff Brown:

Okay.

12

GICC Golf Pro:

I've got them both in stock now.

13
14
15
16

Jeff Brown:

Let's go to August of 2017. And again, if you look on the back, there's a
chit for $6,912 it looks like it's associated with EZGO. Is that the same
thing we were talking about with respect to the 2019 and 2018 golf cart
rentals?

17
18
19

GICC Golf Pro:

$6,400. It looks like the 39 that the... Okay, so... I'm trying to think of
what that $3,900 was. The tickets, 220 golfers with carts. The EZGO
would be definitely be golf cart rentals.

20

Jeff Brown:

So that $2,500 is the-

21
22
23

GICC Golf Pro:

Yes, that's definitely the golf cart rentals. For Bishop golf outing, I don't
know what that second $3,900 is, I'd have to look and see. I could circle
back and try to find-

24

Jeff Brown:

Yeah, if you wouldn't mind just taking a look and getting-

25
26
27

Paul Solis:

It seems to be, the total seems to be not so far off the total for the carts on
the last two, but it is an increase of, looks like it's maybe about $1500
more than the latter two years.

28
29

GICC Golf Pro:

Mm-hmm (affirmative). I'm going to say it's the cart rental, because the
only thing that we bill out for that event, is if you look above there, in the
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center, 220. That's the golfers for the day, and then there's the cart rental
and the $3,900 would have to be, they would have to be the golf carts,
because that's the only other thing that we billed him for. I just don't know
why that was up…and not one ticket.
Jeff Brown:

Well when you get a chance, if you can go back and look into that and just
get back to us, that'd be good. All right. Now how about April 2017.
Again, on the back side. Start at the bottom, I think you referenced these
already, but there's a chit at the bottom of that page for $938.07.

9
10

GICC Golf Pro:

Yep, that's his Mizuno golf clubs that I fit him for. That was part of the
fitting.

11

Jeff Brown:

So this is the congressman purchasing-

12

GICC Golf Pro:

Personal golf clubs.

13

Jeff Brown:

Personal golf clubs. Irons?

14

GICC Golf Pro:

Mm-hmm (affirmative).

15

Jeff Brown:

In the pro shop?

16

GICC Golf Pro:

Yes, yes. That I fit him for.

17

Jeff Brown:

And the fitting you reference is a $50 chit above that?

18

GICC Golf Pro:

Yep. That's what I charge for the time and the expertise.

19

Jeff Brown:

What is the fitting entail?

20
21

GICC Golf Pro:

It is in our fitting center. And basically you're finding out the right flex,
length, loft, lie angle, grip, grip size.

22

Jeff Brown:

Is this a-

23

GICC Golf Pro:

it’s a makeup.

24

Jeff Brown:

Is this 20 minutes you spend together, an hour together?

25

GICC Golf Pro:

It's an hour, hour and 15, 20 minutes.

26
27
28

Jeff Brown:

Okay. So on this July, sorry, April of 2017 statement, we've got personal
golf clubs, we've got fitting, and then there's also a charge for four Titleist
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GICC Golf Pro:

That's a dozen golf balls.

2
3

Jeff Brown:

Okay. And those presumably are a dozen golf balls for the Congressman
to use out the-

4

GICC Golf Pro:

Yes. Mm-hmm (affirmative).

5

Jeff Brown:

On the course?

6

GICC Golf Pro:

Right.

7
8
9

Jeff Brown:

Okay. Let's go to January of 2017. And again, if we go to the back page
there, we've got a chit for $81 it says, "One club repair GICC Golf Pro."
What's that?

10

GICC Golf Pro:

That would be grips. Golf grips.

11

Jeff Brown:

Okay. And these are golf grips on the Congressman's personal golf clubs?

12
13
14
15

GICC Golf Pro:

Right. So I own a club repair business here, and whether it was re-shafting
something or grips, that is definitely a repair to a golf club, whether it was
grips or a shaft or something. I don't remember doing any shafts, that
should be a set of grips.

16

Jeff Brown:

A set of grips on?

17

GICC Golf Pro:

His personal clubs.

18

Jeff Brown:

On his personal clubs and for each iron? Or just one?

19
20
21

GICC Golf Pro:

Typically, yeah. You're going to re-grip the whole set. Because if you
notice, this was in January, he had an old set and he came back to me later
to get a newer set. So he upgraded, he got tired of the old ones.

22

Jeff Brown:

Let's go 07-30-15.

23

GICC Golf Pro:

15?

24

Jeff Brown:

Yes, 2015.

25

GICC Banquet Coor.: [Enters room] Hey, not quite finished?

26

Paul Solis:

Not yet.

27

Jeff Brown:

Just a couple more minutes. Thank you very much. I said 07-30-15.
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GICC Golf Pro:

Okay.

2
3
4

Jeff Brown:

If you look on the back, there is a chit for, it looks like the last one,
$4,000. One Sanford Bishop car. Do you see that, right there? What's that
chit for him?

5

GICC Golf Pro:

That would be golf carts, again.

6

Jeff Brown:

Okay.

7
8
9
10
11

GICC Golf Pro:

There was, and you can put a note in here, there was one year... I would
assume this is it because if you look on this, you don't see the tournament
charges this month. There was one year that EZGO was late getting us an
invoice for the rental carts, and we got it late. And so I billed him after the
event a few months later.

12

Jeff Brown:

Okay.

13

GICC Golf Pro:

So this was the invoice that came in, like the cart rental.

14
15
16

Paul Solis:

And we've gone over some different numbers, so $5,400 for two years,
and I know you're going to go back to the 69 figure and figure out and
send out a breakdown.

17
18
19
20

GICC Golf Pro:

And I know what that is now. That year, we had an event here that
Monday. The Country Club of Columbus had an event at their club the
following Thursday or something, and we paid a company to come in and
relocate the golf carts to the Country Club of Columbus.

21

Paul Solis:

Also associated with the Congressman?

22
23
24
25

GICC Golf Pro:

No. So what we did, is we split the fee of the... The transportation fee,
they give us the carts, okay. And so what we did was, we took the 5,000
and split it 2,500 a piece me and the country club, and then we bill the
difference back on that shuffling of the carts.

26
27

Paul Solis:

So that August 2017, where there was a breakdown with the 3,900 and
think that's-

28
29

GICC Golf Pro:

And that should be the relocation of those carts. Either they had them first
and brought them to us, it's something, because it was a relocation fee.

30
31

Jeff Brown:

And the difference in the amount that you're charging year over year,
simply has-

32

GICC Golf Pro:

It's shipping.
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Jeff Brown:

It's shipping?

2

GICC Golf Pro:

Transportation.

3

Jeff Brown:

Or, is it number of carts due to number of golfers?

4

GICC Golf Pro:

They charge per truck. We bring one truck and-

5

Jeff Brown:

So they're just charging you different prices each, some years?

6

GICC Golf Pro:

We try to keep it as consistent as we can for when-

7

Paul Solis:

I guess what we're... Why is it one year $4,000-

8

GICC Golf Pro:

Gas price.

9

Paul Solis:

... And why is it one 4-

GICC Golf Pro:

Price of gas, price of fuel. Club Car, another golf car company, used to
own their own trucks, and so we would ride into some of our leases on the
golf cart, that they would provide us with two or three free shipments a
year. We switched to EZ-GO, 10 years ago or whatever.

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23

When we went to EZ-GO, their transportation department is outsourced.
They don't own the trucks, so they have to pay transportation anytime the
carts come, because they don't own the transport. So that's why these
charges are there, because they pay a company named Premiere to deliver
the carts. So, you got to think, the truck comes out of Augusta to
Columbus, drops then goes home. Tournament's over, three or four days
later, truck goes back to Columbus, picks them up, and hauls them. So, it's
four trips back and forth to the Augusta. But they don't own their own
transportation, so that's why we always recharge the transportation fee,
because they have to pay that company to deliver. That's one thing.

24

Jeff Brown:

And you're just passing that along to the Congressman?

25

GICC Golf Pro:

Right. Right.

26

Jeff Brown:

Okay. Let's go to June of 2015.

27

GICC Golf Pro:

That makes sense?

28

Jeff Brown:

Yes. June of 2015...

29
30

GICC Golf Pro:

We do mark that up a little bit, on the transport fee, for all the hassle of
storing them and parking them and cleaning them and washing them. And
Page 16 of 21

19-3824_0652

CONFIDENTIAL
Subject to the Nondisclosure Provisions of H. Res. 895 of the 110th Congress as Amended
1
2
3
4
5

so there's a little bit of a leeway in there from year to year. But again, it's
something we're working hard to help, so we feel like it's worth a little.
And if I got a little fluff in there, what I've tried to do is keep that number
that he's billed the consistent number every year, because I know if I
charge him three grand one year, next year he ain't going to pay five.

6

Jeff Brown:

Right?

7
8
9

GICC Golf Pro:

And so, I've tried to keep that number. Here's our deal. Here's what I can
do. I can guarantee you this number because I have a little leeway with
that invoice price, because gas prices or whatever.

10

But it's a charge per truck.

11

Jeff Brown:

Understood.

12
13

GICC Golf Pro:

You bring one cart and it's the same as if you bring 26. I can't go there
with him and charge him $2000, and we're not gouging, but-

14

Jeff Brown:

Understood.

15

GICC Golf Pro:

... It helps me not frustrate him and guarantee us an event again.

16
17

Jeff Brown:

We're in June of 2015, if you look on again on the backside, there's a chit
detail for one FJ Dry Joy Casual for $95.23. What is that?

18

GICC Golf Pro:

That's a Foot Joy shoe. Golf shoes, spikeless golf shoe.

19

Jeff Brown:

And is that for the Congressman personally?

20

GICC Golf Pro:

To my knowledge, yes.

21

Jeff Brown:

Lets go to January of 2015.

22

GICC Golf Pro:

I remember selling those, they were tan.

23

Jeff Brown:

They were tan? Okay.

24

GICC Golf Pro:

Yes, I do.

25

Jeff Brown:

And he tried them on?

26

GICC Golf Pro:

Oh yeah. He sat in the shop. He loved them. He wore them out the door.

27

Jeff Brown:

Okay, January of 2015.
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GICC Golf Pro:

Okay.

2
3

Jeff Brown:

There is a chit there for $12.84 it says one Titleist Winter HA. What's that
for?

4

GICC Golf Pro:

It's a hat. It's a toboggan.

5

Jeff Brown:

Did you sell that to the Congressman?

6

GICC Golf Pro:

I don't personally remember that, but again, it was on the visa card.

7

Jeff Brown:

And what does that mean to you?

8

GICC Golf Pro:

We take credit cards at the counter. So, that was not put on his account.

9

Jeff Brown:

This is not on his account.

10
11
12

GICC Golf Pro:

See, right at the bottom, it says visa, so that's something... We've got two
ways to run things through the system. Member number or cash side is
9999 or 9998.

13

Jeff Brown:

Okay.

14
15

GICC Golf Pro:

If I run something through 1517 and tender it to visa, it'll show on his
statement, which is why that's here.

16
17

Jeff Brown:

And that's reflective on the statement of there's a charge for $12.84 and
then a debit for $12.84.

18
19
20

GICC Golf Pro:

And then that's why if it's a member, we use the 9999 cash account. If it's
a nonmember, we use the 9998. That was something that probably was our
mistake, showing up on his statement.

21

Jeff Brown:

Oh, in other words, this whole-

22

GICC Golf Pro:

Because if you pay with a visa, it shouldn't hit your statement.

23

Jeff Brown:

Okay.

24

GICC Golf Pro:

If he came in and bought Christmas present for his wife-

25

Jeff Brown:

Yeah.

26

GICC Golf Pro:

That way she doesn't, whatever-

27

Jeff Brown:

I got you.
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GICC Golf Pro:

That was just something... It works and everything, but when the members
get their statement, and they see that charge, they forget it was not really a
charge. It makes the statement confusing. But that was on his personal visa
card, to my knowledge. He could look that up, I'm sure.

5

Jeff Brown:

Okay. And then lastly, let's go to July 2014.

6

Again, there's a chit for $21.20, for one Foot Joy-

7

GICC Golf Pro:

It’s a golf glove.

8

Jeff Brown:

That's a golf glove. Okay. Is that for the Congressman personally?

9

GICC Golf Pro:

To my knowledge, yes.

10

Jeff Brown:

Do you recall selling that to him?

11

GICC Golf Pro:

No.

12
13

Jeff Brown:

Okay, but it doesn't say a visa or doesn't show some type of credit card at
the bottom.

14

GICC Golf Pro:

No, that was put on his account, which is reflected on the previous page.

15

Jeff Brown:

Okay. Do you have any other questions?

16

GICC Golf Pro:

He ate lunch after that.

17

Jeff Brown:

Yeah.

18

GICC Golf Pro:

He had a guest with him.

19

Jeff Brown:

And you say that because it says there's a greens fee?

20
21
22
23

GICC Golf Pro:

The member pays a cart fee. If they have a guest, that guest will be
charged the greens fee with the cart. It appears here that at 8:38 he bought
a glove, and then we rang in the statement, the charge. Let's see, was that
July 12? July 12, and then he ate lunch in the grill after he played.

24
25
26

Paul Solis:

One question I had is would you say it's a common practice, if a member
brings a guest, that the member takes on that green fee, as opposed to
guests paying for it on their own credit?

27
28

GICC Golf Pro:

Yes. Yes. It's... Well the guests, they feel weird. If a Member kind of feels
like we're supposed to take care of it. Sometimes the guests will say,
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charge me before I come. I don't want this guy... Yeah, that's the common
practice 85% of the time.

3
4

Jeff Brown:

And walk me through cart fees and greens fees. So greens fees would be
for guests?

5

GICC Golf Pro:

Correct.

6

Jeff Brown:

And cart fees are charged-

7

GICC Golf Pro:

To the member.

8

Jeff Brown:

To the member.

9

Paul Solis:

Per person or per cart?

10

Jeff Brown:

It's per seat per player.

11

Paul Solis:

So each player is charged-

12

GICC Golf Pro:

If you're a member and you're a member, it's 22 to you and 22 you.

13
14

Now if you came and played by yourself, and you take that same cart, we
just got $22 for the cart.

15

Jeff Brown:

Okay. And you should see, when you see cart fees, some multiple of 22?

16

GICC Golf Pro:

Yeah, 13.50 or so for nine holes. And then 13, 14 for nine. And 22 for 18.

17
18

Jeff Brown:

Does the Congressman generally... Does Congressman ever golf without a
cart?

19

GICC Golf Pro:

No.

20
21

Jeff Brown:

So, if he's golfing, we're going to see a notation on the statement that says
golf cart?

22

GICC Golf Pro:

Yes.

23
24

Jeff Brown:

Okay, and if he's golfing with a guest, we're going to see a notation for a
golf cart, and a notation for a greens fee?

25

GICC Golf Pro:

Unless that guest paid themselves.

26
27

Jeff Brown:

Okay, and if he's golfing with his wife or his wife's riding along, we're not
necessarily going to see anything?
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GICC Golf Pro:

No. If she's riding, that person's not playing, so we don't charge. It's just if
you're actually swinging a golf club.

3
4

Jeff Brown:

Okay. Is there anything else? All right, well with that, I think I'll end the
recording.

5

GICC Golf Pro:

Good deal.
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Jeff Brown:

This is Jeff Brown, with the Office of Congressional Ethics. With me is
my colleague Paul Solis. Before us we have GICC Banquet Coordinator
(“GICC Banquet Coor.”). We are at Green Island Country Club. It is just
after 12 o'clock on Thursday, November 21st. Is it OK if I call you GICC
Banquet Coor.? GICC Banquet Coor. has been provided with a copy of the
false statements warning and assigned the acknowledgement. And with
that, we will get started. So, GICC Banquet Coor., can you just tell me
what your role here at the club is?

9
10
11
12
13
14

GICC Banquet Coor.: Sure, so my official title is the director of catering and special events. I
basically am the person who books all of the private events. So, we have
six private event spaces. Anything related to that, so you know a golf
tournament has a luncheon. That would be me. Any food and beverage
that's not pertaining to the two dining outlets that we have would go
through me.

15

Jeff Brown:

16

GICC Banquet Coor.: Six years.

17

Jeff Brown:

18

GICC Banquet Coor.: Twice.

19
20
21

Jeff Brown:

22
23

GICC Banquet Coor.: I was on leave from June to September 22nd of 2015. Surprised I
remember that. And I was out from October 4th to January 2nd, 2018-19.

24

Paul Solis:

25

GICC Banquet Coor.: Correct. January of '19 I came back.

26

Jeff Brown:

27
28
29
30

GICC Banquet Coor.: So we are a private sports club, officially. We have golf, tennis, and a pool
facility as well as a gym. We have private events space, including a
ballroom and several smaller rooms, and three dining outlets and about
just under 900 members.

31
32

Jeff Brown:

And how long have you been here at the club?

I understand that you were on leave for a period of time.

Okay. Just because I'm going to ask you some questions about different
events, and you mentioned to me that you may have been out for some of
them. What timeframes were you on leave?

So January of this year?

Okay. Just generally, can you describe the club for me?

And how does Green Island Country Club compare to other clubs in the
area?
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5

GICC Banquet Coor.: Well it's the best, obviously. There is one other club in the area, the
Columbus Country Club, and it's a little bit older, a little more traditional,
actually a little bit younger of a demographic than we have. We have
probably more members and just a little bit larger, and then there's another
dining club in the city, but we're basically one of the two clubs here.

6
7

Jeff Brown:

With respect to planning events here at Green Island, can members do that
and non-members?

8
9
10
11

GICC Banquet Coor.: Yes, both can do it. It's considered a member benefit to be able to host an
event here without a room rental. So, if you're a member, you get the room
for free, you just pay for the food and beverage. If you're a nonmember,
you would pay a room rental fee to use this space.

12
13
14
15

Paul Solis:

16
17
18
19

GICC Banquet Coor.: Oh yeah, anyone can come. They do have to meet a minimum of certain
food and beverage limit, $5,000 for the ballroom, $3,500 for the other
room. As long as they meet that and pay the rental and pay up front and
sign all the forms, then yes, anyone can host an event.

20
21

Jeff Brown:

22

GICC Banquet Coor.: Yes.

23

Jeff Brown:

24
25

GICC Banquet Coor.: Many times. They have an annual golf tournament, a Christmas party, and
several other events that they host throughout the year.

26
27

Jeff Brown:

28

GICC Banquet Coor.: Yes, correct.

29
30

Jeff Brown:

31
32
33

GICC Banquet Coor.: Congressman Bishop does really just the golf tournament. He's really not
done much other than that with me directly for private events. Mrs. Bishop
is involved in the Links organization, which is... Honestly, I don't even

And is there any restriction on the public using that option? So if they call
you up and say, "GICC Banquet Coor. I want to plan a wedding or a
birthday party or something" as long as it's available and they want to pay
the room rental fee, it's good to go?

Have you interacted with the Congressman or his wife for event planning
purposes?

And you've done that how frequently?

And to the extent that they are holding events here at the club, you
provided those documents to Amy who in turn provided them to us?

Before we get into the specific banquets, just generally, what's your
awareness of how the Congressman and his wife use the club here?
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7
8
9
10

know what kind of work. It's a fundraising organization. I think it's for
youth. She's also I believe involved in the Jack and Jill organization and
some other church events and such. So, they have, or she has, rather,
sponsored events. And what that means is if you're a member of the club,
you have that benefit for your friends and family to sponsor an event.
They would still pay for the event and they would still work with me to
plan it. But they are using your membership to be the sponsor of the event.
That's of no cost to them, it doesn't cost the Bishops or the member
anything extra. It's just kind of a perk for their friends or family to use it.
Just like for golf, they could bring in a guest for golf.

11
12
13

Jeff Brown:

When you're putting together banquets for the Congressman, Mrs. Bishop
or any other members, you're usually preparing a banquet event order
form?

14
15

GICC Banquet Coor.: Correct. So that's how we communicate internally, and that's what I have
the member approve of to make sure that I have everything correct.

16
17

Jeff Brown:

18
19
20
21
22
23

GICC Banquet Coor.: So we would initially meet, usually in person, and sometimes over the
phone, I would ask the pertinent questions that I need for the specific
event, time, guest count, all of the obvious stuff, and then set up details
and decorations and things like that. And I would create the event order in
our computer system, and I would then either email it or print it and mail it
to the client, have them approve, sign, and return it.

24
25
26

Jeff Brown:

27
28
29
30
31
32
33

GICC Banquet Coor.: So I send the invoice, which is also the event order, after the event has
concluded and I have posted it, it becomes the invoice, it looks the same. I
email that always itemized to the client, and then I believe when they get
their member statement, in the following pages, they get every ticket. So
anytime they went to the dining room, anytime they played golf, they get
every itemized ticket. I think they get the event order invoice, but I'm not a
hundred percent sure.

34
35

Jeff Brown:

36

GICC Banquet Coor.: Yes.

Talk to me a little bit about the process of preparing a banquet order form
and eventually having that paid.

To the extent that these banquet event order forms go to the client, do they
go along with the monthly membership statements, or this is completely
outside?

But the relevant details of a private event would be on these banquet event
order forms?
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Paul Solis:

And you're the one responsible for filling them out?

2
3

GICC Banquet Coor.: Yes, I create them all. I have had in the past an intern who's worked with
me, who's been a little bit involved, but not much. It's mostly me.

4
5

Jeff Brown:

6

GICC Banquet Coor.: No. I mean I see them in the dining room from time to time, but...

7
8

Jeff Brown:

Outside of banquets, do you have any awareness of how the Congressman
or his wife use the club?

When you see them, is that usually the two of them together, or is it a
larger party?

9
10

GICC Banquet Coor.: I think it's the two of them. I know he's not here a lot, so I'm not 100%
sure.

11

Jeff Brown:

12

GICC Banquet Coor.: Oh, sure.

13

Jeff Brown:

14
15

GICC Banquet Coor.: Lunch? Well, I've seen her down in the terrace dining room for lunch
before.

16

Paul Solis:

17
18
19

GICC Banquet Coor.: The dining room is across the hall from my office. So, I only would see
her when I'm walking through, which is not daily, so I can't really speak to
that, how often she was there.

20
21

Jeff Brown:

22

GICC Banquet Coor.: It would say Terrace Dining.

23
24

Jeff Brown:

25
26
27

GICC Banquet Coor.: Sometimes the servers will ring it in as A, but either way on their member
statement it would... A and the account holder, all the charges would be
relevant.

Do you ever see Mrs. Bishop here on her own?

What's she doing here?

What's the frequency that she's here?

If she's here and she's dining here, that would be reflected on the bill.
Would that necessarily be reflected as a chit for-

...and would it say, I think his number is 1517. Would it say 1517A, like in
other words-
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Jeff Brown:

So it's not... If congressman's wife is here on her own, and a server rings
her up, the server may ring her up as the Congressman under the
Congressman's number or her number?

4

GICC Banquet Coor.: Correct. I wouldn't...

5

Jeff Brown:

6
7

GICC Banquet Coor.: Correct. Because they know that it all goes to same bill, so it doesn't really
matter because we really don't track that.

8
9

Jeff Brown:

Wouldn't put too much stock into the chit says?

When you say you see her here for, for lunch, and Paul started to ask you I
think, how frequently, is it once or twice a year or is it more than that?

10

GICC Banquet Coor.: It's probably more than that, but I don't know how many times.

11

Jeff Brown:

12

GICC Banquet Coor.: I don't.

13

Jeff Brown:

14
15
16

GICC Banquet Coor.: Maybe other members? They're very involved in the community and know
a lot of people, and are friends with some of our other members, so I'm
sure I've seen her here with other members here before.

17
18

Jeff Brown:

19

GICC Banquet Coor.: No, I've never seen them use any of those.

20
21
22

Jeff Brown:

23
24

GICC Banquet Coor.: Yes, correct. Now the charge is reflected in the statement, I don't know
that they get the actual event order attached as a subsequent page.

25
26
27
28
29
30

Jeff Brown:

And do you know who she's here with?

Other members, or is it guests?

Aside from dining and golf, do you ever see the Congressman or his wife
using the pool, or the gym, or the tennis courts?

Let me ask you about some specific banquets and banquet charges. And
before I do that I'll just confirm, the banquet event order forms get sent to
the member and they also are reflected in the statement?

And it appears to me, reviewing these statements and to the extent you're
aware, I'd like to know, it appears to me that the Congressman has had a
direct debit or an ACH that, that he and his wife used to pay for banquets
and events that they host. But it is not infrequent that other individuals will
host events under their membership. And in that case, it seems to me that
checks are being written by those other individuals.
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GICC Banquet Coor.: Yes, that's correct.

2

Jeff Brown:

3

GICC Banquet Coor.: Correct.

4

Jeff Brown:

5

GICC Banquet Coor.: Yes.

6
7

Jeff Brown:

8

GICC Banquet Coor.: I made that.

And then they are reflected on the bill as a separate, non-ACH payment...

For the amount of the banquet.

Okay. So, I have a binder here, and if you will turn to tab five first. The
first page here may not look familiar to you, but if you go to the second-

9
10

Jeff Brown

You made this? You made this? So this is for the record THSB_0058, and
this is what?

11

GICC Banquet Coor.: A list of all of the events that the Bishops hosted or sponsored.

12

Paul Solis:

13
14
15

GICC Banquet Coor.: Congressman Bishop called me. I don't remember exactly what day, and
said that he was being audited and would I please send a list of all the
events and the names of the hosts that we had had.

16
17

Jeff Brown:

18

GICC Banquet Coor.: Correct.

19

Jeff Brown:

20
21
22
23
24

GICC Banquet Coor.: A different host? Because they're the one that's paying for the bill. So if
it's Mrs. Bishop, then she was my contact person, not some of these like
Links Emerald Ball here, March 9th, she was the contact, but the
organization paid for that. So, she's on the board to plan that event, but she
didn't pay for that. The organization sent a check. So...

25

Jeff Brown:

26

GICC Banquet Coor.: They were my contact.

27
28

Jeff Brown:

And when did you make this?

And so the host here, I'm noting oftentimes, says Mrs. Bishop or
Congressman Bishop, or someone else.

Tell me why a given event, we'll say-

So, if it says Mrs. Bishop or Congressman Bishop, then...

They were your contact. And if it says somebody else that is more than
likely...
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GICC Banquet Coor.: Completely separate.

2

Jeff Brown:

3
4

GICC Banquet Coor.: Correct. But in every case in this where they had a sponsored event, that
guest paid for the event. The Bishops did not pay for any of that.

5
6
7

Jeff Brown:

8

GICC Banquet Coor.: Yes, sir.

...Them allowing somebody to host an event on their membership?

Okay. And each of these events on this document, THSB _0588, is an
event that you collected the documents on and provided it to Amy to
provide them to us?

9
10

Jeff Brown:

If you flip to the next page, it's for the record GICC_0006, is this an
internal Green Island document?

11

GICC Banquet Coor.: Mm-hmm (affirmative)

12

Jeff Brown:

13

GICC Banquet Coor.: This is an events report that I can pull from our operating system, JONAS.

14
15

Jeff Brown:

16
17

GICC Banquet Coor.: I can, I can run a report that says any events affiliated with the member
number, whatever their member number is, and I can pull all of those.

18

Jeff Brown:

19

GICC Banquet Coor.: That I listed it.

20
21

Jeff Brown:

22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29

GICC Banquet Coor.: This, August 1st, 2019, I was on vacation. And the intern I mentioned
earlier did this event order, which is why it looks kind of funny. It was,
you see under here in the notes, it says description pop up event, which in
our world means this event came up within 72 hours of the date of the
event. So, to be quite honest, I don't actually know what it was for other
than they called at the last moment, and booked it, and of course we made
it happen and my intern Caroline put together the event order, and it
happened when I was away on vacation.

And what is it?

And I'm guessing this is the document, or this is the report you looked at
in order to prepare that-

And these check marks designate-

Okay. Let's move on to tab six. For the record, this is GICC_0010. What is
this?
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Jeff Brown:

Okay. Did you have any contact with the Congressman or Mrs. Bishop
about this event after you got back?

3

GICC Banquet Coor.: No, just sent the bill.

4
5

Jeff Brown:

6

GICC Banquet Coor.: Who it was for? No.

7
8

Jeff Brown:

Okay, so you didn't have a conversation about why this event was held,
who came?

Would Caroline have some information on why it was held, and what it
was for?

9
10
11
12

GICC Banquet Coor.: It's possible. I would find it very unlikely that she would have asked those
questions. She was probably frazzled that it was happening while I was
gone, and she's trying to put it together and make sure it happened, but she
could.

13
14
15
16
17
18

Jeff Brown:

19
20
21
22
23
24
25

GICC Banquet Coor.: It's not at all. Our system, unfortunately, is really not very sophisticated
and it's not very manipulatable, if that's a word. You can't really dictate a
lot of it. I don't really pay attention too much to that other than the
member number. The sponsor would be listed up there at the top. Where I
put the contact information is at the bottom, so that's my point of contact
so our staff will know Congressman Bishop is the sponsor and this is the
host at the bottom.

26
27
28

Jeff Brown:

29

GICC Banquet Coor.: Yes.

30
31

Jeff Brown:

32

GICC Banquet Coor.: Correct?

33

Jeff Brown:

And let me ask you about the top of this order form. You've got the event
name, and then below that you've got the contact name. And I know that
that will fluctuate in the documents you provided us between the
Congressman, his wife, and others. And then oftentimes there will be
another point of contact listed in the description. How meaningful is it to
have the point of contact at the top of this?

If there's a section in the description with a point of contact aside from the
Congressman or his wife, that suggests that it's somebody else's running
point on this event?

Okay. And otherwise, if there isn't anything there, it's an event likely that
Mrs. Bishop or the Congressman are hosting and it’s for them.

And they are paying for it.
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GICC Banquet Coor.: Correct. Yes.

2
3
4
5

Jeff Brown:

6
7
8
9

GICC Banquet Coor.: This was I believe, the day before their golf tournament, I think, of this
year. And if I'm not mistaken, I want to say they no-showed. They arrange
all of this in advance, agreed to come, and then didn't come, but we still
charged them for it.

Okay. Let's go to tab seven. This is July 2019 and it says the event name is
"Bishop brunch". And I note that the contact in the description is Mrs.
Vivian Bishop. And for the record, this is GICC_0010.17. Can you talk to
me about what this event was?

10
11

Jeff Brown:

And what was this intended to be? If it's the day before the Sanford
Bishop golf classic, why are they coming here?

12

GICC Banquet Coor.: I'm not sure.

13
14

Jeff Brown:

15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23

GICC Banquet Coor.: Mm-hmm (affirmative). We host a Sunday brunch every Sunday from
11:30 to 2:00 in our ballroom, and we'll often have groups that will have a
larger party like this one, they want to take part in the buffet, but they're
too big to sit in that room, so they'll sit in a private area, like one of these
smaller rooms, which is very common. I don't remember, I don't believe I
asked what this was for. The only reason I would really ask that would be
to give it a title other than Bishop brunch, like to call it the Johnson baby
shower, something like that. That's not uncommon for it to just be “Bishop
brunch.” But I don't remember what this was for specifically.

24

Jeff Brown:

25
26

GICC Banquet Coor.: I know that they no-showed for a brunch this year and I'm pretty sure it
was this one.

27
28

Jeff Brown:

29

GICC Banquet Coor.: ... She booked it ...

30

Jeff Brown:

31

GICC Banquet Coor.: Mm-hmm (affirmative).

32

Jeff Brown:

But it looks like this was meant to be an event for 32 individuals, a buffet
event for 32 individuals?

Okay.

And again, just back to our previous conversation, since Mrs. Bishop is
the point of contact in the description section ...

... that suggests she booked it.

And she was your point of contact?
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GICC Banquet Coor.: Correct.

2

Jeff Brown:

3

GICC Banquet Coor.: Okay.

4

Jeff Brown:

Let's go to tab eight.

This is titled "The BBC Holiday Social". What is this?

5
6
7
8
9
10

GICC Banquet Coor.: This is the Christmas party that they host every year. I cannot remember
what BBC stands for, but I want to say it was for their joint staff
Christmas party. Because Mrs. Bishop worked for the local government.
I'm not quite sure what she does exactly, but I believe she works for the
local Columbus government. This is the Christmas party that they've
hosted every year.

11

Jeff Brown:

12

GICC Banquet Coor.: Mm-hmm (affirmative). I believe it is his staff and her staff.

13
14

Jeff Brown:

15

GICC Banquet Coor.: Mm-hmm (affirmative).

16
17

Jeff Brown:

18

GICC Banquet Coor.: Yes, okay.

19

Jeff Brown:

20
21
22
23
24
25

GICC Banquet Coor.: What they did, and they've done this every year since I've been here. They
have asked for us to split the bill. Like I said, our system, Jonas, is really
not very sophisticated so I can't go back and do that, so what I would do is
go to a Word document that I've created with a watermark and the logo
and everything to make it say invoice. I would split the alcohol and the
food ...

26

Jeff Brown:

27
28
29
30

GICC Banquet Coor.: ... which is something we do a lot for school organizations, people who
can't put alcohol and food all on bill. And when I did send that, they asked
if I would call it the Congressman Bishop constituents meeting, but this is
the BBC party.

And you said joint staff, what do you mean by that?

And I'll note you provided us with some documents including checks from
the Treasury ...

... and some other documents say, "Congressman Bishop constituents
meeting".

Does that help you?

Mm-hmm (affirmative).
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Jeff Brown:

This $6,468…

2

GICC Banquet Coor.: Mm-hmm (affirmative).

3

Jeff Brown:

4

GICC Banquet Coor.: This is for ‘18. It's the balance for the food, tax, and service charge.

5
6

Jeff Brown:

7
8

GICC Banquet Coor.: I think, I don't get too much into that with the clients. I'm not asking them
who it's for, what have you, other than just the name.

9

Jeff Brown:

... is that the balance for the entire event, aside from the alcohol?

And again, the individuals who would have attended this are staffers from
the Congressman's office?

But this is an annual holiday event that they hold?

10

GICC Banquet Coor.: Yes.

11
12

Jeff Brown:

13
14
15
16
17
18
19

GICC Banquet Coor.: I don't know. I tried to look back in my emails and see if I could find
where they asked for that, but I feel like they always called me and asked
for that, which Congressman Bishop didn't, and neither did Mrs. Bishop,
they're both phone people. They don't do email, they just don't answer
when I send them emails. I would send the bills that way, but most of the
time we talked over the phone, but I don't know why. They never said why
they asked me to change the name, they just did.

20

Jeff Brown:

21

GICC Banquet Coor.: I don't know.

22

Jeff Brown:

23
24
25
26
27

GICC Banquet Coor.: I don't even think I got this check, because sometimes the checks will
come to me, to my attention, when they send in a check. But also
sometimes they'll just pay it with their member account, they'll send it in
and it'll go through accounting and it'll skip me altogether. I think Amy or
Vicki maybe provided this. I didn't.

28

Paul Solis:

29

GICC Banquet Coor.: ... Was the BBC party.

Okay. Tell me more. Why did they say to call it the “constituents
meeting”?

How does it come about that you end up getting paid by the Treasury?

So you don't know how this ...

But again, you can confirm that this “constituents meeting”-
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Paul Solis:

100% relates to the-

2

GICC Banquet Coor.: Yes. Absolutely. Yes.

3

Jeff Brown:

4

GICC Banquet Coor.: No.

5

Jeff Brown:

6

GICC Banquet Coor.: Something Bishop. I don't, I'm sorry.

7

Paul Solis:

8

GICC Banquet Coor.: Yes. In the ballroom.

9

Jeff Brown:

And you said this, but you don't know what BBC stands for?

Do you have a guess?

And it's held here?

Okay. It looks to me here it was held on December 17th.

10

GICC Banquet Coor.: Mm-hmm (affirmative).

11

Jeff Brown:

12

GICC Banquet Coor.: Yes.

13

Jeff Brown:

14

GICC Banquet Coor.: Mm-hmm (affirmative).

15

Jeff Brown:

16

GICC Banquet Coor.: Mm-hmm (affirmative).

17

Jeff Brown:

18

GICC Banquet Coor.: Mm-hmm (affirmative).

19

Jeff Brown:

20

GICC Banquet Coor.: Yes.

21

Jeff Brown:

22

GICC Banquet Coor.: Correct.

23

Jeff Brown:

I'm looking at GICC_0010.12.

It was a buffet dinner for 165 guests ...

... at $30 a head.

And there were separate alcohol charges.

And they would have been billed separately?

And paid separately?

And they'd been doing this event year over year?
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GICC Banquet Coor.: Yes.

2

Jeff Brown:

3

GICC Banquet Coor.: Yes.

4
5

Jeff Brown:

Here at the club?

I see in the description there's a dance floor, there's a saxophonist with DJ
equipment. What's the event like?

6
7
8
9
10

GICC Banquet Coor.: It is a holiday party. So it's just like all of them, there's very little content
from what I recall. This one of course I wasn't here for, I was on
maternity leave for this specific one, but it's been held similarly in the
past, dance floor, entertainment, very little program, maybe a few remarks
and that's it. Dancing and dinner and socializing.

11

Jeff Brown:

12

GICC Banquet Coor.: Yes.

13

Jeff Brown:

14

GICC Banquet Coor.: Correct.

15

Jeff Brown:

16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23

GICC Banquet Coor.: When they first booked it, I think it was him all those years- This was
probably, maybe May of 2014, when they first started booking it, he
probably told me because I always say, what can I call this event, because
we post it at the entry and the elevator, all around. What can I call this so
that when your guests arrive they're not walking in circles looking for this
room. And he said the BBC Christmas party, it might've been her. I can't
remember to be honest. It was so long ago. I know that at some point they
told me what that stands for. I just don't remember.

24

Jeff Brown:

25

GICC Banquet Coor.: No.

26

Jeff Brown:

27

GICC Banquet Coor.: Yes.

28

Jeff Brown:

Okay, so it's food, alcohol, dinner and dancing, Christmas party?

And alcohol is billed separate from food?

Well, let me ask you this. Why did you say you think it's staff?

Okay. Do you know how people get invited to this event?

All right. Tab 10, sorry, tab nine. This says "Bishop breakfast".

Can you tell me what this event was?
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GICC Banquet Coor.: I don't know specifically, this may have been the Links Organization who
host a monthly meeting. This may have been one of those, but I'm not
100% sure. They do these and different members of the club who were
also involved in the Links Organization will host, they'll take turns hosting
the event, but I believe it's paid for by the Links Organization.

6

Jeff Brown:

Let's look at January of 2018 statement which would be under tab four.

7

Speaker 1:

And is that links like L -I-N-K-S or L-I-N-X?

8

Jeff Brown:

Yes. L-I-N-K-S.

9

Paul Solis:

Or L-Y-X.

10

GICC Banquet Coor.: Lots of options.

11

Jeff Brown:

12

GICC Banquet Coor.: Mm-hmm (affirmative).

13

Jeff Brown:

14

GICC Banquet Coor.: Mm-hmm (affirmative).

15

Jeff Brown:

16

GICC Banquet Coor.: ... what the organization paid?

17
18

Jeff Brown:

19

GICC Banquet Coor.: Mm-hmm (affirmative) by her.

20

Jeff Brown:

21
22

GICC Banquet Coor.: Yeah, that's what it looks like. Sometimes they'll do it that way and they'll
just get reimbursed by the organization, but I'm not sure.

23

Jeff Brown:

24
25
26
27
28

GICC Banquet Coor.: Because I know that she's involved in the Links and that she attends, I
believe she attends, I know she's involved in the Links and she attends
some of these meetings. And this year they started doing this about once a
month, and a different host has it every month and that's probably what
this is. But I'm not 100% sure.

January of 2018 I see Bishop breakfast $493.

Now looks to be consistent with the $493 on this banquet event order.

When I look at that month and February and March, I don't see ...

Yeah, I don't see a separate payment, which suggests to me that this was
paid for.

By her.

Okay. And why did you think that this is Links?
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Jeff Brown:

Are you able to figure that out?

2

GICC Banquet Coor.: Other than by just that asking her, no.

3
4

Jeff Brown:

5

GICC Banquet Coor.: Not necessarily, but it's likely that she did this one.

6

Jeff Brown:

7

GICC Banquet Coor.: Okay.

8
9

Jeff Brown:

Okay. And again, the fact that in the top right corner it says, "Member
name Vivian Bishop", that's not necessarily indicative of anything.

All right, let's go to tab 10.

This again says, "BBC holiday social" it is December of 2017. Can you
tell me what this one is?

10

GICC Banquet Coor.: Yes. This is that same Christmas party they host every year.

11
12

Jeff Brown:

13

GICC Banquet Coor.: Mm-hmm (affirmative).

14
15

Jeff Brown:

16

GICC Banquet Coor.: Mm-hmm (affirmative).

17
18

Jeff Brown:

19
20

GICC Banquet Coor.: Mm-hmm (affirmative). Yes. I feel like that's what they told me when they
booked it originally, back in '14 or '15.

21

Jeff Brown:

22

GICC Banquet Coor.: Mm-hmm (affirmative).

23

Jeff Brown:

24

GICC Banquet Coor.: Mm-hmm (affirmative).

25
26

Jeff Brown:

And once again, if you flip through this tab a little bit, there's a separate
invoice that says, "Congressman Bishop constituents meeting".

And it says, "Buffet dinner, 90 guests, $30." You said this is the Christmas
party that they hold every year?

Again, from your recollection, you seem to think it may have something to
do with both of their staffs.

Okay. And, again, the bar tabs are separate.

They asked you for a separate bill?

And that's this invoice document that says, "Congressman Bishop
constituents meeting".
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GICC Banquet Coor.: Correct.

2

Jeff Brown:

3

GICC Banquet Coor.: And that being- coincides with this event.

4
5

Jeff Brown:

6

GICC Banquet Coor.: No.

7

Jeff Brown:

Okay.

Right. Do you remember anything else about the phone call asking you for
a separate bill?

Do you know why they might have asked for a separate bill?

8
9
10
11
12

GICC Banquet Coor.: No. Like I said, sometimes CSU do a lot of events with them, and
sometimes they will ask for it to be separated because the foundation,
money from donors is paying for the alcohol and money from the school is
paying for the food or what have you, so it's not uncommon for me to split
a bill like that, so it didn't stand out to me that it was odd.

13
14

Jeff Brown:

15

GICC Banquet Coor.: No.

16
17

Jeff Brown:

18
19
20

GICC Banquet Coor.: I don't. Her assistant, Reggie, I know him, Reggie Thompson, maybe
called about it so it could have been their office? But I don't remember
that far back.

21

Jeff Brown:

22

GICC Banquet Coor.: Not for her reelection to my knowledge.

23

Jeff Brown:

24

GICC Banquet Coor.: For the Links, yes. For sure for the Links.

25
26
27

Jeff Brown:

28
29

GICC Banquet Coor.: Reggie Thompson works for her in the local government, but she is kind
of hard to get in touch with, so I have reached out to Reggie before to like,

I noticed that the size of the event fluctuates a bit, like it was 150 the year
before, it's 90 this year. Do you have any idea why the fluctuation?

Okay. Let's go to tab 11. This says it's a Bishop luncheon. It's from
September of 2017. Do you recall what this is?

Does Mrs. Bishop ever hold events for her or for her reelection?

For the Links?

You're hitting on the point that struck me about this banquet event order
form, which is it looks like the point of contact here is her assistant and it
looks like it's her assistant in the local government.
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hey, can you tell Mrs. Bishop to call me, I need to know what this count is,
or what the menu is going to be. The event is next week, I need to get in
touch. That wouldn't necessarily mean that it was for the local government
or for her office or what have you. I don't think it was for reelection or
anything like that because those are usually, we do those all the time and
those are usually handled differently. They're not this style of event.

7

Jeff Brown:

You don't do them all the time for her?

8

GICC Banquet Coor.: No.

9

Jeff Brown:

You just do that for others.

10

GICC Banquet Coor.: No. I'm sorry, for others. Yes.

11
12

Jeff Brown:

13

GICC Banquet Coor.: The annual Christmas party.

14
15

Jeff Brown:

16

GICC Banquet Coor.: Mm-hmm (affirmative).

17

Jeff Brown:

18

GICC Banquet Coor.: Mm-hmm (affirmative).

19

Jeff Brown:

20

GICC Banquet Coor.: Mm-hmm (affirmative).

21
22

Jeff Brown:

23

GICC Banquet Coor.: No. I'm so sorry.

24

Jeff Brown:

25

GICC Banquet Coor.: I wish I remembered more about that.

26

Jeff Brown:

27

GICC Banquet Coor.: Louis?

Okay. Tab 12. This is again the BBC holiday social. It's from December of
2016. What is this event?

Same story. There is a separate invoice that says, "Congressman Bishop
constituent meeting".

Looks like in this year there are 112 buffet dinners at $34 a piece.

Alcohol is billed separately and there's a check from the U.S. Treasury.

Does looking at this jog your memory anymore about what this event is,
who's invited, why they're invited?

Okay.

Well, let me ask you, who's Louis Bullock?
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Jeff Brown:

Lois, excuse me.

2
3
4
5
6

GICC Banquet Coor.: I do not remember who that is. It could have been. I do not remember. It
could have been, sometimes they'll give me the information for the
musician or the entertainment. Occasionally to, in case they have
questions about their power needs or their set up needs or timeframes and
stuff, but that one's not ringing a bell, I don't remember Lois Bullock.

7
8
9
10
11

Jeff Brown:

All right. Tab 13 is a, again, a Congressman Bishop Christmas party from
December of 2015. Separate invoice. It says Congressman Bishop
Christmas party this time, and it's 40 buffet dinners for $21.50 each.
Alcohol is billed separately and there is a check from the treasury. Same
thing?

12
13

GICC Banquet Coor.: Umm-hum (affirmative). I guess this is before we called it the BBC,
before they changed the name.

14
15
16
17

Jeff Brown:

18
19
20
21
22
23
24

GICC Banquet Coor.: Pamela Williams is a friend of them, and she has had many, several events
here. June, July, August, September, I was on maternity leave for this one.
I came back the 22nd, so I don't remember, because that's odd to me that
Mrs. Bishops the contact, because usually Pamela Williams is the contact.
Unless this was her birthday party and Ms. Bishop was helping plan it for
her as the guest of honor, but Pam Williams is on there several times as a
host that sees the Bishops as a sponsor.

25

Jeff Brown:

26

GICC Banquet Coor.: That's what she comes up here all the time, she has-

27

Jeff Brown:

28
29

GICC Banquet Coor.: Pam Williams has, she's hosted maybe three, two this year for sure. That
just seems to be her party of choice. She has lots of birthday parties.

30

Jeff Brown:

31

GICC Banquet Coor.: Yes.

32

Jeff Brown:

Let's go to tab 14. This is the Williams reception, and it is from September
of 2015. I see at the bottom, Vivian Bishop is the point of contact, and it's
her email address, her work email address. Do you recall what this event
is?

What made you say this could be a birthday party?

Ms. Williams?

Is she hosting them for others?

Okay.
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GICC Banquet Coor.: For her-

2

Paul Solis:

3
4
5
6

GICC Banquet Coor.: Using the Bishops member number. They usually are actually aren't even
in attendance. It's just they're like, "Hey, yes you can use our membership.
That'll save the room rental for you," and then she plans the event
completely separately from that.

7

Paul Solis:

8

GICC Banquet Coor.: Yes.

9

Paul Solis:

That's using the Bishops and-

Your awareness is that they're personal friends? The Bishops and-

Ms. Williams?

10

GICC Banquet Coor.: Friends. I don't know how close, but they seem to be friends, yes.

11

Paul Solis:

12

GICC Banquet Coor.: Yes, correct.

13

Jeff Brown:

14

GICC Banquet Coor.: Sure.

15
16
17
18

Jeff Brown:

19

GICC Banquet Coor.: Right.

20
21
22
23

Jeff Brown:

24

GICC Banquet Coor.: Correct.

25
26

Jeff Brown:

27

GICC Banquet Coor.: Right, right.

28

Jeff Brown:

She definitely uses the Bishops number?

Can I get you to go to tab four again? Into September of 2015.

It looks like, looking at tab 14, this Williams reception, the charge was
$1,114, and then if I go to September of 2015 in tab four I see Williams
reception $1,114.56. I don't see in that month, or any of the subsequent
months, a payment for that.

I'm just wondering if you look at this, if you see something that I'm not
seeing. Let me put it like this. You talked about if it's somebody else
hosting an event on the Bishop's membership, generally you would see a
check.

And that check would be for the amount of that event because it wasn't an
event for the Congressman or his wife.

So I'm not seeing that.
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GICC Banquet Coor.: No, I don't see it either, but I don't know why Ms. Bishop was the sponsor
or was the point of contact for this one. That makes me think that this was
not a sponsored event and she was hosting it for her friend. Like as a
birthday party that she's hosting, her event. I wasn't here for this one, but I
know the ones that we've just held for Pamela Williams, that's how it was
handled. It's a completely separate event. She's paid for it herself.

7
8

Jeff Brown:

9

GICC Banquet Coor.: One of them was, yes. The other one I just did a house account.

When you say the ones we've just held for Pamela Williams, was that on
the Bishop's membership or somebody else's?

10
11

Jeff Brown:

If you look back at tab five, does that, is the Williams event that you just
held on there? Or is it so recent that it's within the last two months?

12
13
14

GICC Banquet Coor.: Well, there's the Williams-Burgos, which was in December, and there is,
one was held October, first or second weekend in October. That one
wouldn't have made it on here.

15

Jeff Brown:

16

GICC Banquet Coor.: Then the other one after, I put on a different account.

17

Jeff Brown:

18

GICC Banquet Coor.: I think.

19

Jeff Brown:

20
21
22
23
24
25

GICC Banquet Coor.: Let me, I'll tell you. Sometimes, so because of ACH, the automatic draft,
it's on the 15th of the month. If the event comes close to that date, and I
don't think that the client can get the money in in time, before I post the
bill, I'll move it to the house account so that the Bishops don't get hit with
that big number because then they'll call me like, "What in the world?
Why would you take that out?" I've had that happen to other clients.

26

Jeff Brown:

27
28
29
30

GICC Banquet Coor.: Sometimes I'll move it off at the last minute so that I'll give the client time
to get the funds together. Sometimes we won't know the bill until after the
event because of alcohol. I think that's what I did for October. I know Ms.
Williams just held an event in October.

31
32

Jeff Brown:

Okay.

The October one was on the Bishop account?

Okay.

Okay.

Amy is tracking down the October statement for us. Would you be able to
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GICC Banquet Coor.: Sure.

2

Jeff Brown:

3

GICC Banquet Coor.: Yes.

4
5

Jeff Brown:

…party information to the extent that that was on the Bishops’ account?

Okay. The Mother's Day brunch. What is the Mother's Day brunch that
you guys hold here?

6
7
8
9
10
11

GICC Banquet Coor.: It's every Mother's Day. We do an Easter, Mother's Day and
Thanksgiving. It's from 11 to two, and it's pretty heavily attended. About
550 to 600 people. We just serve a brunch in the ballroom and the private
event spaces down here. It's members only and their friends and family, no
sponsorships are allowed on these dates, which it has to be the member in
attendance, and that's it.

12
13

Jeff Brown:

14

GICC Banquet Coor.: Correct.

15

Jeff Brown:

16
17
18

GICC Banquet Coor.: I don't recall. I host at the front. We have a separate entry down here, so
it's possible he was in this room. I can't remember if I saw him or not on
Mother's Day.

19

Jeff Brown:

20

GICC Banquet Coor.: Unfortunately it's not as big.

21

Jeff Brown:

22
23

GICC Banquet Coor.: It's not, you know, they don't do it for the fathers like they do for the
mothers.

24

Jeff Brown:

25

GICC Banquet Coor.: We still do a brunch. We do a grill out and it's probably closer to 150-200.

26
27

Jeff Brown:

28
29

GICC Banquet Coor.: Golf is open and the pool and such things like that, activities, but the
dining outlets are closed. We only do brunch.

This suggests to me that the Congressman is coming with his family for a
Mother's Day event?

Okay. Did you ever see the Congressman here on these days?

I'm going to guess it's a similar thing for Father's Day.

It's not as widely attended?

The Father's are-

Can members come on that day and engage in non-Mother's Day related
activities?
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Jeff Brown:

The dining- You do brunch, it's a Mother's Day brunch. I guess what my
question really is you don't, you could come- Do you have to be
celebrating Mother's Day to eat at that brunch?

4

GICC Banquet Coor.: No.

5

Jeff Brown:

Okay. If a-

6

Paul Solis:

Just no one will like you if you-

7

Jeff Brown:

Well, how do you as a member reserve a spot at this brunch?

8
9

GICC Banquet Coor.: Our receptionist takes reservations for that. You call reception and put
your name down.

10

Jeff Brown:

Are those records tracked anywhere?

11

GICC Banquet Coor.: I don't know how far back they keep a list of reservations.

12
13
14

Jeff Brown:

15

GICC Banquet Coor.: Okay.

16
17

Jeff Brown:

18

GICC Banquet Coor.: Mother's Day.

19

Jeff Brown:

20

GICC Banquet Coor.: That's Mother's Day brunch for five adults and one child, and then drinks.

21

Paul Solis:

22

GICC Banquet Coor.: The age.

23
24

Jeff Brown:

25
26

GICC Banquet Coor.: No, it's very, it's done by hand. They call it and they write it down on a
sheet of paper. Well, they put it into an Excel document.

Yeah. Would you be able to just see if, I mean, it looks to me like the
Congressman was at, well let's look at these chits. May of 2019. If you go
to tab four.

If you flip onto the back side of that page, I think there's a chit for
$318.30.

Tell me what this chit is detailing.

Six to 12 means child?

Would there potentially or necessarily be reservation details for a party
like this?
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Jeff Brown:

Okay. Would that include the individuals that are attending this meal, or
simply the person who's making the reservation?

3
4
5

GICC Banquet Coor.: Just the person who's making the reservation and if they notated they need
a high chair or something like that, they'll put that. No, they don't put the
guest names.

6

Jeff Brown:

7

GICC Banquet Coor.: Yes.

8

Jeff Brown:

9

GICC Banquet Coor.: This is not the time for a meeting.

The dining rooms tend to be filled with families celebrating Mother's Day?

Okay.

10

Jeff Brown:

Okay.

11

GICC Banquet Coor.: Doesn't often happen on a holiday.

12
13

Jeff Brown:

14
15

GICC Banquet Coor.: Same thing, Mother's Day. For seven adults. I don't know what a Hawaiian
mimosa is but sounds good.

16

Jeff Brown:

Same thing. Mother's Day brunch, okay. Do you have anything else?

17

Paul Solis:

No.

18
19
20
21

Jeff Brown:

Okay. Oh, sorry. May of 2016. It looks like there's a private party notated
on May of 2016. If you look at the back on the chit, it says it's a birthday
of some kind. Did you have any involvement in setting up that private
party?

22
23
24
25
26
27

GICC Banquet Coor.: I don't know why it's listed as private party, because that would mean that
I, private party means banquets, but it was, the chit is from the steakhouse,
which is the Bunker Dining Room up here. That would entail that they ate
in there. I don't know why it's, is that the same charge? No, that's not the
same charge. Right? That's 94 and 17. That's weird. That's not right. There
must be a BEO.

28
29

Jeff Brown:

30

GICC Banquet Coor.: Yes.

Let's just go to May of 2017. I'd really just like you to confirm that that's
the same sort of situation.

Actually. What it might be here is, if you look at the top, there's a Mother's
Day brunch for two individuals. Is that what that says?
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Jeff Brown:

The first chit.

2

GICC Banquet Coor.: Yes. That's the 111.

3

Jeff Brown:

4

GICC Banquet Coor.: That, okay, yep, that's right.

5

Jeff Brown:

6

GICC Banquet Coor.: Mother's Day, that's right.

7

Jeff Brown:

8

GICC Banquet Coor.: The birthday dinner was in the Bunker Dining Room down the hall.

9

Jeff Brown:

Then this steakhouse-

The private event is the Mother's Day brunch.

The birthday dinner is at the steakhouse.

That was not something you had planned?

10
11

GICC Banquet Coor.: Correct. That's just a reservation, and they would make that by calling the
receptionist, just like for Mother's Day and Easter.

12
13

Jeff Brown:

Okay. All right, I don't think I have anything else, so I'm going to end the
recording.
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