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MAHALO !

My ʻohana and I are deeply honored and extremely humbled that the people of Hawai‘i have
elected me to represent our Second Congressional District in the United States House of
Representatives. I look forward to bringing leadership with aloha to our nation’s capital and
cannot wait to hit the ground running. Because of your support, we were able to share our vision
from Hilo to Hanalei, and we are ready for the work that lies ahead. Let’s do this — together!
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Deposition of KAIALI'I KAHELE, conducted
virtually.

Pursuant to agreement, before Alexa Renfro, Notary
Public, in and for the State of California.
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              A P P E A R A N C E S

   INDHIRA BENITEZ, ESQUIRE
   OMAR ASHMAWY, ESQUIRE
   OFFICE OF CONGRESSIONAL ETHICS
   OF THE U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
   425 3rd Street, SW, Suite 1110
   Washington, D.C. 20024
   202.225.9739

Also Present:
Kent Trespalacios, Law Clerk to Investigative
Counsel
Joe Raimirez, PD Technician
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               C O N T E N T S
EXAMINATION OF KAIALI'I KAHELE                Page
   By Ms. Benitez                    5, 17, 25, 36
   By Mr. Ashmawy                           15, 22
   By Mr. Trespalacios                          35

                 E X H I B I T S
              (Attached to Transcript)
EXHIBIT 1   Social Media Screenshots            12
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              P R O C E E D I N G S
       MS. BENITEZ:  For the record, the date is
August 10, 2022.  We are conducting the remote
interview of Congressman Kaiali'i Kahele.  I hope
I pronounced that correctly.
       Speaking is Indhira Benitez, investigative
counsel at the Office of Congressional Ethics.
Joining me from my office today is Omar Ashmawy as
well as Kent Trespalacios.
       The congressman has been giving a copy of
the False Statements Act and he has acknowledged
and signed.
BY MS. BENITEZ:
    Q  Again, Congressman, please feel free to
stop me if you need a break or if you have any
questions.
    A  Great.
    Q  So I'd like to start with some brief
background about yourself.  How long have you been
a pilot?
    A  Since I was 18 years old.
    Q  Wow.  How long have you been working at

Transcript of Interview of Representative Kaiali'i Kahele
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Hawaiian Airlines?
    A  Since June 29, 2009.
    Q  How did you ultimately end up in politics?
    A  My dad died in office.
    Q  I'm sorry to hear that.  What was your
first role in politics?
    A  Say that again.
    Q  What was your first role in politics?
    A  I was appointed to the Hawaii State Senate
in February of 2016 after the unexpected passing
of my father.
    Q  How was your transition into Congress?
    A  Can you restate that?
    Q  Sure.  Describe your transition to
Congress from working at Hawaiian Airlines to then
becoming a member of Congress.
    A  It was fine.
    Q  How did you ultimately choose which
committees you are now a member of?
    A  How did I choose them?  I didn't choose
them.  I was assigned to them by the Speaker's
Office.
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    Q  So now I'd like to get into more
substantively some of the social media concerns
that came up during our review.  So when you were
sworn into Congress, did you go through any
training before being sworn in or after being
sworn in?
    A  Well, we do the new member orientation,
right.  That is a week -- I think that is about a
week training.  It happens a few weeks after you
are elected.  That was about -- I think it was
about a week long.  So yeah, new member
orientation.
    Q  What is your role in the press and
communications of your office?
    A  My role?
    Q  Yes.
    A  Well, I review everything that goes out
ahead of time.
    Q  Okay.  So any time a press release is
released from your office, it needs to get final
approval through you?
    A  Yes.

Transcript of Interview of Representative Kaiali'i Kahele
August 10, 2022 7

PLANET DEPOS
888.433.3767 | WWW.PLANETDEPOS.COM

22-9485_0014



1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22

Q Who is on your communications team?  Who
is in charge of --

A Our office is organized.  We have a
Washington, D.C., comms director and a Hawaii
comms director.

Q What official social media accounts does
your congressional office have?

A We have a Facebook account.  We have an
Instagram account.  We have a Twitter account.  We
do have a Youtube account that also has our videos
on it.  I think that is it.  I don't think we have
anything else besides that.  I could be wrong, but
I can check on our website.

Q Would you happen to know the handles to
those accounts?

A No.  If I have to guess, I think it is
@repkahele.

Q Okay.  What about on the campaign side?
What campaign social media accounts are there?

A None.  I mean, there is a -- I believe
there is a Face -- are you talking about on the
congressional side?  Which campaign are you
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talking about?
    Q  Any campaign.  Whether congressional or --
I know you are currently running for governor.
Any prior campaign --
    A  We have no social media accounts for
governor.  Our congressional account, no Twitter.
I don't think we have an Instagram one.  I know we
had a Facebook congressional campaign account, but
that is -- I don't think there was an Instagram
one.  Facebook one for sure.
    Q  Do you have a personal -- any personal
social media accounts that are accessible to the
public?
    A  Yeah.  Most of my communications is done
through a personal social media account.  That one
is @kaikahele.
    Q  Who has access to the official accounts?
    A  The comms directors.
    Q  Who are the comms directors?
    A  Who are they?
    Q  Yes.
    A  Michael Ahn and Roz Makaula.

Transcript of Interview of Representative Kaiali'i Kahele
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    Q  And who has access to the @kaikahele
Instagram or Facebook?
    A  No one.
    Q  Do you ever post on any of the accounts --
not including your personal obviously, but the
official accounts?
    A  I never ever touched the official
accounts.
    Q  Is it just Michael and the other
communications director that post on those?
    A  I think it is mostly Michael.  If I had to
say, I think it is mostly Michael.  I don't think
Roz posts.
    Q  Do they need to get approval from you to
post?
    A  No.
    Q  They post independently on those accounts?
    A  Yep.
    Q  Do any of the campaign staffers have
access to the official social media accounts?
    A  We don't have campaign staff.  So the
answer would be no.
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    Q  Who determines what gets posted on the
official social media accounts?
    A  The comms directors.
    Q  Do you have any input at all?
    A  None.
    Q  Would you happen to know what device they
used to post?
    A  No idea.
    Q  And you mentioned that your personal
account is the account with the handle @kaikahele?
    A  Yes.
    Q  Do you post campaign related posts or
videos on that account?
    A  Since the 7th of May, yes.
    Q  7th of May --
    A  When I announced for governor, I announced
for governor on the 7th of May.  Yes, I've been
posting on my personal accounts, both personal and
campaign-related material.
    Q  7th of May -- I'm sorry.  I know since you
have announced governor.  I just want to be clear
for the record.  7th of May of 2022?
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A '22.
Q So has there ever been any campaign --

have there ever been any campaign posts prior to
that date?

A I mean, we weren't running a campaign
prior to May 7th, so no.

Q I'm going to show you a document, and I'm
going to ask you a questions about it once it is
on the screen.

MS. BENITEZ:  Joe, can you pull up Tab 1,
please?  You can zoom in.  Perfect.  If you can
give me control of the screen, that would be
great.

(Whereupon, Exhibit 1 was marked for
identification.)

Q  Okay.  Congressman, here you mentioned
your @kaikahele account is a personal account.
I'm seeing -- this is a historic screenshot.

MS. BENITEZ:  For the record, I'm showing
the congressman, this should be marked as
Exhibit 1.  It is a historic screenshot capture
for Kahele for Congress from March 2022.
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    Q  And the Instagram icon, if you look down
here, Congressman, there is some icons that link
to your social media pages.  The Instagram one is
highlighted, and then down here on the left
corner, there is a link that takes us to your
Instagram account, @kaikahele, which you contend
is your personal account.
       What is the reason for your personal
account being linked on your campaign's website?
    A  So this is when I was running for
Congress.  This has nothing to do with what I'm
doing running for governor.
    Q  Yes.  My question was for any campaign,
whether gubernatorial or congressional?
    A  No.  I mean, I guess you can go back to
your question.  I haven't posted for anything
since the 7th of May for my gubernatorial
campaign.  But prior to that, I did multiple
things on when I was running for Congress.  This
would be reflected for when I was running for
Congress.  This page no longer exists now.  This
page has been up since I was elected into Congress
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for the 2022 election.
    Q  Which page doesn't exist?  The @kaikahele
Instagram or the congressional -- the screenshot
that we are looking at?
    A  Yeah.  This screenshot doesn't exist.
    Q  But the Instagram does?
    A  Yeah.  The Instagram does.
    Q  And that Instagram you stated was your
personal Instagram?
    A  Yep.
    Q  But it is linked here on your campaign
website?
    A  Right.  This was for the congressional
campaign.
    Q  Right.  It is linked here for the
congressional campaign website.  So you were
linking to your -- why would you link to your
personal Instagram on your campaign website?
    A  Why wouldn't I?
    Q  When you went through new member
orientation, did you go through any training about
the misuse of official resources, to your

Transcript of Interview of Representative Kaiali'i Kahele
August 10, 2022 14

PLANET DEPOS
888.433.3767 | WWW.PLANETDEPOS.COM

22-9485_0021



1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22

recollection?
    A  Official resources?  Like congressional
resources?
    Q  Yes.
    A  I mean, I guess, yes.  Probably.  But this
is not an official resource.
    Q  Well, there are rules that limit using and
posting campaign related matters on your official
page.  Did you --
    A  But I never did it on an official page.
This is a personal Instagram account that I have.
This is not anything official.
    Q  This personal Instagram account has
campaign material on it; correct?
    A  From my congressional campaign.
    Q  Yes.  From your congressional campaign.
       So now I'd like to just go through --
       MS. BENITEZ:  Actually, Joe, you can give
the congressman control of the screen so he can
scroll down.  I think Omar has a question.
BY MR. ASHMAWY:
    Q  Hi, Congressman.  I am Omar Ashmawy.  I

Transcript of Interview of Representative Kaiali'i Kahele
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just wanted to ask a follow up on this topic.
You say that you did not have a campaign

Instagram account; correct?
A  I don't think so.  I manage my personal

Instagram account.  I know I don't have a -- yeah,
I don't think I do.  You can go ahead and click on
the link and let me know if I do or not.

Q Sure.  This campaign material appeared on
this Instagram account; correct?

A On my personal Instagram.
Q Okay.  Do you have a congressional

campaign Instagram account?
A I don't think I do.  I know I have a

Facebook congressional campaign account.  But I
don't think I have an Instagram congressional
campaign account.

Q  So any campaign material that appeared on
your Instagram account would be on this account we
are discussing?

A  Yes.  @kaikahele.
Q  Okay.  That is the only questions I have.

I just wanted to clarify.
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       THE TECHNICIAN:  Congressman, you now have
remote control.
       THE WITNESS:  Great.  Thank you.
BY MS. BENITEZ:
    Q  I'll just let you quickly scroll.  There
is about ten screenshots here.  I will let you
quickly scroll through, and I'd like to ask you
some questions.
    A  Okay.
    Q  Okay.  So while you are scrolling through
that.  I know you said you received some training
on these official resources.
       Can you describe your level of awareness
or if you received any training about the rules
that governs the use of official resources for
campaign purposes?
    A  I'm sure I got extensive training on it
during orientation.
    Q  What about your level of awareness about
the rules that govern the use of images on
congressional property?
    A  The use of images on congressional
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property, I'm sure I got training on that as well.
    Q  What about the rules that govern the use
of the official House Seal?
    A  I'm sure the same thing.
    Q  And a couple more of these questions.
What about your level of understanding of the
rules that govern the use of footage on the House
floor?
    A  Same.
    Q  And footage from committee hearings?
    A  Yep.  All at same.
    Q  What is your level of awareness of rules
that govern the use of hyperlinks on unofficial
platforms?
    A  Hyperlinks on unofficial platforms, same.
    Q  So if you have taken a look at these
exhibits here, Congressman, have you had an
opportunity to look at all of them?
    A  I'm looking at them now.  I'm on
Exhibit 2.  Do you want me to scroll through them
all?
    Q  Yes, please.
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    A  Okay.  Sorry.  This is all my personal
account.  Yep.  Okay.
       MS. BENITEZ:  Joe, can you give me control
of the screen again?
       THE TECHNICIAN:  One moment, Counsel.
       MS. BENITEZ:  Thank you.
       THE TECHNICIAN:  You now have control.
       MS. BENITEZ:  Thank you.
    Q  So I'm just going to scroll back up here
and go down to the second picture here.  When this
picture was posted, were there any concerns that
this picture could potentially violate House
rules?
    A  No.
    Q  Were there any concerns when this image
was posted that it could violate House rules?
    A  No.
    Q  Were there any concerns for this image
that it could violate House rules?
    A  No.
    Q  And the fifth image here, were there any
concerns that it could violate House rules?
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    A  Nope.
    Q  And this image, Congressman, were there
any concerns that this could violate House rules?
    A  No.
    Q  And this image, any concerns here that
this could violate House rules?
    A  Can you go back to this one?  This one is
a retweet of our official page.
    Q  Yes.  Are you aware of the rules that
govern retweeting campaign content on your
official page?
    A  This is not campaign content.
    Q  I'm going to scroll to the next image
here.  Is this from --
    A  You said Exhibit 7 was campaign content.
    Q  I'm sorry.  Not campaign content.  Is this
the @kaikahele, this is your personal Twitter
account?
    A  This is my personal account.  I'm
retweeting on my personal Twitter account what was
posted on my official congressional Twitter page.
    Q  And are you aware of the rules that govern
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the types of things you can retweet from your
official page?
    A  Yes.
    Q  Okay.  So for the next image, my question
is:  Did you ever have any concerns here that this
would violate House rules?
    A  On my personal Twitter page?
    Q  Yes.
    A  No.  I mean, I don't know why that would
violate House rules.
    Q  I think we only have two more images here.
This image here, any concerns that this would
violate House rules?
    A  Nope.
    Q  Any concerns of this final image that it
would violate House rules?
    A  Nope.
       MS. BENITEZ:  Joe, you can go ahead and
take that off the screen.
    Q  Congressman, were there any policies or
procedures out in place with your communications
team to ensure that there was appropriate posting
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of images and videos on social media platforms?
    A  Yes.
    Q  What kinds of procedure or policies?
    A  I mean, we have a policy handbook that my
my Chief of Staff has that discusses social media
and communications in accordance with the House
rules.
    Q  I'd like to shift gears and talk about the
conflict of interest with your employment with
Hawaiian Airlines and your role as a member of
Congress.
       MS. BENITEZ:  Omar?
BY MR. ASHMAWY:
    Q  Just a couple of follow-up questions,
Congressman.  So you did not have a congressional
campaign Twitter account?
    A  Congressional campaign Twitter account for
running for Congress, no.
    Q  Did you have a congressional campaign
Instagram account?
    A  I don't think so.  I'm pretty sure the
answer is no.
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    Q  Did you have a congressional campaign
Facebook account?
    A  Yes.  For sure.  It is still on there,
that I am sure.
    Q  So the extent that campaign material was
posted to Facebook, to which account was it
posted?
    A  Which campaign?
    Q  Congressional campaign.  I'm only asking
about the congressional campaign.
    A  I mean, I would -- if I am going back to
guess, I would say it would be on both.  Both the
official congressional campaign account and my
personal campaign Facebook account.
    Q  What about your congressional campaign
Facebook account?  How was that used?
    A  For campaign purposes.
    Q  And how was your personal account used?
    A  For personal and campaign purposes.
    Q  Okay.
    A  For Congress.
    Q  I understand.  That is all I'm asking
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about is Congress.  Same question about Twitter.
       To the extent that any campaign material
appeared on your Twitter account, which Twitter
account did it appear on?
    A  I've only ever had one, @kaikahele.
    Q  Okay.  Same question about the Instagram
account.  To extent that congressional campaign
material appeared on Instagram, to what account
was it posted?
    A  I'm pretty positive I only have to two.
@repkahele, offical, and @kaikahele, personal.
    Q  How would you characterize the use of your
personal social media accounts while running for
the House of Representatives and while you were in
the House of Representatives?
    A  Robust.
    Q  I more specifically mean, it seems like
you used the accounts you described as personal
for both personal and campaign purposes.
    A  Yes.
    Q  Okay.  That was all the follow up I had.
I think we can move on to conflict of interest.
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Just case it wasn't said it before, Congressman, I
certainly do appreciate your time and corporation.

A  Absolutely.
BY MS. BENITEZ:

Q  So I'll jump right in, Congressman.  You
mentioned that you have been working for Hawaiian
Airlines since 2009.  What was the general
reaction at Hawaiian when were you elected to
Congress?

A No reaction.
Q No reaction from any of the employees?
A No.
Q No one reached out to congratulate you?

No one was aware that you were running?
A I mean, Hawaii is a small state.  I'm sure

they knew I was running, but no one called to
reach out and to congratulate me.

Q What was their role in your campaign?
A For Congress?
Q Yes.
A I think Hawaiian Airlines, if I'm not

mistaken, in its corporate capacity, made a
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        Interview of WITNESS 3, conducted
   virtually:

   Pursuant to agreement, before Carol M.
Tayloe, E-Notary Public in and for the
Commonwealth of Virginia.
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           A P P E A R A N C E S

   INDIRA BENITEZ, ESQUIRE
   OMAR ASHMAWY, ESQUIRE
   OFFICE OF CONGRESSIONAL ETHICS OF THE U.S.
   HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
   425 3rd Street, S.W., Suite 1110
   Washington, D.C. 20024
   202-225-9739

Also present:
    Joe Ramierz, Planet Depos Technician
    Kent Trespalacios, Law Clerk
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BY MS. BENITEZ:
Q   For the record, today is August 8th, 2022.
        We're conducting the remote interview of
    Witness 3.  Speaking is Indhira Benitez,
    investigative counsel with the Office of
    Congressional Ethics.  Joining me today are my
    colleagues Omar Ashmawry, chief counsel at the
    OCE, as well as Kent Trespalacious.
        Witness 3 has been given a copy of 18 USC
    1001.  She's acknowledged receipt and she's
    also provided her signature in the
    acknowledgement back to our office.
        And, again, Witness 3, like I said, feel
    free to stop me if you have a question or need
    a break.  So, Witness 3, how did you get
    started working on the Hill?
A   Sure.  I have been working on and off Capitol
    Hill for just over 11 years.  I came to
    Congressman Kahele's team as his chief of
    staff at the beginning of this Congress.
    Previously I worked for another member of
    Congress as his legislative director and
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    acting chief of staff.  The Congressman is my
    hometown member of Congress, and I've been
    working for him in this capacity as his chief
    of staff since January of 2021.
Q   Okay.  And what was your role prior to working
    in Congressman Kahele's office?
A   I've had several roles for a few other members
    of Congress and also worked in the defense
    sector.  My positions have included
    legislative director, military legislative
    assistant, senior defense, and foreign policy
    advisor in my roles on Capitol Hill.
Q   What are some of your day-to-day duties and
    responsibilities as the Congressman's chief of
    staff?
A   Sure.  I have several administrative and
    management functions.  I have handled and
    helped the Congressman stand up his
    Washington, D.C., office and supervised the
    stand up of our Hawaii office in Hilo, Hawaii,
    and I also perform management functions over
    the D.C. staff as well as over our leadership
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    in Hawaii as well.
Q   When you started in your role as the
    Congressman's chief of staff, did he discuss
    any expectations or priorities with you?
A   Certainly.  As part of the selection process
    that the Congressman-elect had set up, he had
    candidates that were interviewed for this
    position, for the chief of staff position,
    submit a proposal to him on what some of his
    legislative priorities may be.  As part of
    that it sort of guided our discussion about
    what his committee assignments would be, what
    his legislative priorities may be, and in
    particular what would be most helpful for the
    District and the constituents that he
    represents in CD 2 of Hawaii.
Q   Did you have a relationship or know the
    Congressman prior to working in his office?
A   I did not know the Congressman prior to being
    approached for this position in his office.
Q   How did you determine when applying for his
    office what you believed his legislative
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    priorities would be?
A   Sure.  I think they were two-fold.  I
    recommended to him that he consider committee
    assignments that would both, I guess, maybe
    amplify his own personal credibility.
    Including as a member of the Hawaii National
    Guard he serves on the House Arms Services
    committee, and his prior career experience as
    an aviator recommended him for the
    transportation infrastructure committee.
         You know, just for the record we, you
    know, had no idea what committee assignments
    he would be given and were very encouraged
    when he received those two assignments.
         We also identified many legislative
    priorities that would help guide the
    Congressman's work that are specific to
    Hawaii, so focused also on issues such as
    native Hawaiian issues, issues related to
    natural resource management, as well as
    economic diversification, which is an
    important issue for the State of Hawaii.
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Q   Do you have any role in legislative issues in
    the office?
A   I do in that I supervise Witness 2, who is the
    Congressman's legislative director, and I
    provide sort of secondary advice to her
    initial advice on legislation.  I'm generally
    involved in approvals in the office, happy
    speak to speak a little bit more to that in
    detail if that's of interest.
         But prior to, you know, the Congressman
    hiring Witness 2 I primarily handled his
    legislative portfolio in the first couple of
    months in 2021 as things were sort of standing
    up in Congress.  But Witness 2 is primarily
    responsible for the legislative work of the
    Congressman.
Q   Do you have -- in your capacity as chief of
    staff, do you have relationships with interest
    groups or stakeholders that could affect
    legislation?
A   I do have relationships with stakeholders.  I
    would say the bulk of my relationships are in
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the defense sector.  My background, as I
mentioned before, was as a previous military
legislative assistant.  My very first job on
Capitol Hill was with the Armed Services
Committee.  So generally I've provided more
advice on issues related to national security
since that's my personal background, if that's
helpful to answer your question.

Q What's the office's relationship with ALPA?
A ALPA, or the Airline Pilots Association, is a

group that we certainly receive communication
from that we are in contact with for advice on
pieces of legislation, as they are a major
stakeholder interest group in the aviation
sector.  And given the Congressman's role on
the aviation subcommittee, we, you know, look
to them and look to other stakeholder groups
to, you know, see their views and opinions on
legislation.

Obviously the organization also provides
formal testimony in front of the House
committee on transportation and
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    infrastructure, so all committees members also
    receive information from them on policy
    recommendations.
Q   How often do you communicate with ALPA
    representatives on a daily basis?
A   I personally communicate with ALPA
    representatives very infrequently.  I think
    the bulk of the communication that I had with
    the organization was related to scheduling
    requests and then, you know, in the event
    that, you know, Witness 2 needed additional
    supplemental assistance in communication on a
    piece of legislation I would provide that
    advice.  But I would say relatively
    infrequently.
Q   Did you know that the Congressman was a member
    of the ALPA prior to working in his office?
A   I don't want to tell you the wrong information
    about when I knew that the Congressman was a
    member of the organization, but if I can just
    share it is something that the Congressman has
    stated many times in public forum on the
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    record that he's a member of the union, yes.
Q   Did you have any communications with the
    Congressman regarding how to engage with ALPA?
A   You know, we had no, I guess, sort of formal
    direction, but I will say just in general for
    our stakeholder and any, you know, constituent
    or outside organization we have written rules
    in our staff handbook that provide for a high
    level of responsiveness.
         So we have a 48-hour turnaround time for
    communication with external stakeholder
    groups.  And that really drives, I think, our
    office's responsiveness, like I said, to ALPA
    but also to a variety of external
    stakeholders.  That was the key priority for
    the Congressman, communication and a high
    level of responsiveness that he's certainly
    told me as I was in training for this
    position.
Q   Were there any instructions from the
    Congressman on how to respond to any
    legislative requests from ALPA?
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A   Generally I think we were interested in
    helping support the aviation industry, given
    the Congressman's role on the aviation
    subcommittee.  He was also separately
    frequently in touch with the chairman,
    Congressman Rick Larsen, as well as the
    chairman of the overall committee, Congressman
    Pete DeFazio, on legislation.  So the
    Congressman would share priorities with us
    directly to consider.
        I would also offer that he is always
    willing and interested in our perspectives and
    advice on anything that's brought to us from a
    stakeholder organization.
Q   How often would you say that you're providing
    advice on something brought from ALPA to the
    Congressman?
A   Sorry.  Could you clarify, are you asking my
    role for advice or --
Q   Yes, your role.
A   Sure.  So we have both a formal and maybe a
    little bit less formal process when things are
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busy in our office to consider policy
proposals.  We provide written cosponsor
recommendations from the legislative team to
the Congressman.  That's how we would formally
provide our views on any policy that we're
recommending that the Congressman sign onto or
that he champions.
    When things are a little bit busier in the
U.S. House of Representatives sometimes that
advice process moves a little quicker and that
advice would be provided verbally.
    I would share that probably more recently,
you know, I have trusted Witness 2 in both her
role as legislative director as well as the
lead for the Congressman's work on the
transportation and infrastructure committee to
handle those recommendations.  She would come
to me with any questions that she may have
had, but I would say definitely this year
primarily I've sort of left it to her in her
responsibility to provide those
recommendations directly to him.
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Q   Were there any conversations with other
    staffers about how ALPA should be treated?
A   Not to my knowledge.
Q   And what's your understanding of the
    Congressman's relationship with ALPA?
A   Relationship is obviously, one, he is a member
    of the aviation subcommittee so in one sense
    the relationship with ALPA is as a stakeholder
    organization that focuses on aviation policy,
    and then separately in his personal capacity
    obviously he is a member of ALPA.
Q   What about Hawaiian Airlines, what's the
    office's relationship with Hawaiian Airlines?
A   Yup.  Hawaiian Airlines is an important
    stakeholder for the members of the Hawaii
    congressional delegation as they provide
    primarily transportation, interisland air
    transportation, which is almost exclusively
    the form that you can travel amongst the
    Hawaiian Islands.
        So the Hawaiian Airlines in our capacity
    as staff for the congressional district is an
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    organization that we would ask for advice on
    policies, especially related to transportation
    issues in Hawaii.  And then obviously the
    Congressman is a current employee of Hawaiian
    Airlines as well.  So recognize that, but also
    our primary interest is ensuring that we
    communicate with Hawaiian Airlines on policy,
    especially related to transportation in the
    State of Hawaii.
Q   Did the Congressman ever have any discussions
    with you about how to engage with Hawaiian
    Airlines regarding their priorities?
A   I don't recall any explicit conversations.
    Again, I would share that having previously
    worked in another member of the Hawaii
    delegation that was the prior member of the
    Congress several years ago, we know those
    communications are pretty frequent, given the
    importance of that particular organization to
    the state.
Q   Were there any instructions that you or other
    staffers received about how to respond to
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    legislative requests from Hawaiian Airlines?
A   Not that I can recall.
Q   Did you know prior to starting in his office
    that he was an employee of Hawaiian Airlines?
A   Yes.
Q   How often would you say you're in contact with
    Hawaiian Airlines?
A   Not frequently.  The Congressman and myself
    were in contact with Hawaiian Airlines prior
    to the Congressman -- actually this goes to
    your previous question.  Prior to the
    Congressman taking office we brokered
    conversations between Hawaiian Airlines, the
    Airline Pilots Association as the unit,
    they're called HEL-MEC for Hawaiian Airlines,
    as well as the committee on ethics to ensure
    that the Congressman's continued service as a
    commercial airlines pilot would not present a
    conflict of interest and to understand that
    the Congressman was fully in compliance with
    existing House ethics rules.
        So my first sort of contact, I guess, from

Transcript of Interview of Witness 3
August 8, 2022 17

PLANET DEPOS
888.433.3767 | WWW.PLANETDEPOS.COM

22-9485_0074



1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22

    a -- from that part of the organization was
    helping negotiate those conversations at the
    very end of 2022 (sic).
        And then separately the lobbyist for
    Hawaiian Airlines is a woman that I previously
    worked with.  I was in communication with her
    at the very beginning of Congress and, again,
    sort of following our same office policies for
    responsiveness, establish an initial
    relationship, but really, you know, I sort of
    let Witness 2 have the day-to-day management
    of contact and conversation with her.
Q   Who initiated the office's relationship with
    Hawaiian Airlines?
A   Sorry, what would be the most helpful way for
    me to answer that question?
Q   To the best of your recollection.  Do you
    recall if Hawaiian Airlines reached out to the
    office first or if someone or yourself reached
    out to Hawaiian?
A   Yeah.  To my knowledge, I believe that the
    lobbyist for Hawaiian Airlines reached out to
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    myself.  I believe that's how the contact
    initiated.  And generally speaking stakeholder
    organizations in a variety of sectors and
    industries will reach out to the staff of
    incoming members of Congress in order to
    establish relationships with new members and
    new staff.  So I believe that was part of the,
    you know, sort of reintroducing Hawaiian
    Airlines to our official team.
Q   And I'm sorry if you mentioned this, but I
    don't think I caught it.  Who was the lobbyist
    at Hawaiian that you said you had a prior
    working relationship with?
A   Witness 4.
Q   Is that who you would communicate or do
    communicate with now in Hawaiian?
A   I would have if I had a Hawaiian Airlines
    specific question, but, again, as I mentioned,
    I don't have frequent contact with her
    directly.
Q   And who were you communicating with when you
    did communicate with them over at ALPA?
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A   I don't want to tell you the wrong information
    or wrong names.  I'd be happy to provide a
    list to corroborate, but one name that comes
    to mind is Elizabeth Baker, who's part of our
    legislative affairs team.  But there are a
    couple other individuals within ALPA that
    we've been in communication with as well.
Q   How would you compare the level of
    communication with yourself and Hawaiian
    Airlines versus other interest groups or
    stakeholders?
A   As I mentioned, between myself and those
    interest groups is generally around scheduling
    for the Congressman's attendance at events and
    helping -- in my role as helping manage our
    operations team that does scheduling on the
    Congressman's behalf.  So as I shared,
    probably within the last year a little less
    frequent, as the bulk of the communication has
    been with our legislative team.
Q   How frequently were you scheduling meetings or
    events with ALPA or Hawaiian Airlines for the
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    Congressman?
A   I could guess.  I don't want to, again, give
    you the wrong information.
Q   A guesstimate would be fine.
A   Sure.  Maybe every several months would be my
    guess.  Usually centered around, you know,
    there's an aviation conference that's held in
    Hawaii every year.  Certainly we had
    communicated about scheduling for the
    Congressman's attendance at that event.
    There's also a previous sort of meeting, I
    believe, at the Dulles Airport.
        So kind of the things that we would help
    facilitate, including, you know, the
    Congressman has previously presented to
    ALPHA's executive board to discuss legislative
    priorities in the Congress.  So, you know, I
    would say those are, like, kind of like once a
    quarter official events that the Congressman
    attends in his official capacity.
Q   And how does that compare with events that the
    Congressman attends that involve other
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    stakeholders?
A   I would say pretty on par.  The Congressman
    also participates in conferences, for example,
    in the national security sector, he's attended
    the conferences that are put on by service
    specific associations, including the Air Force
    Association as well as he attended a
    conference last August with the National Guard
    Association of the United States.  So I'd say
    related to the Congressman's committee
    assignments where he has the bulk of his
    legislative work, on par with his committee
    assignments as well.
Q   And I would like to go back to you mentioned
    that you helped facilitate conversations
    between Hawaiian Airlines, ALPA, and I think
    there might have been one other organization
    of the Congressman prior to him being sworn in
    to Congress.  Could you give me a little bit
    more detail about that?  What was the
    substance of those conversations?
A   Yeah.  Absolutely.  The conversations were at
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first between the ethics committee, a member
of counsel from the United States House of
Representatives committee on ethics, with the
Congressman himself to discuss the general
outlines of, you know, his potential continued
employment with Hawaiian Airlines since he
served as a member of Congress.
    And then we had had an additional
conversation that brought the company,
Hawaiian Airlines, the union, so the Hawaiian
Airlines specific unit of ALPA, as well as the
House committee on ethics counsel together to
discuss the outlines of the Congressman's
continued employment with Hawaiian Airlines.
    And personally in my capacity I was
volunteering in my personal time as sort of
a -- to assist with the Congressman's
transition as he was a Congressman-elect to
his role as a member of Congress.  That was
something approved by my current member of
Congress that I had worked for.  And I
provided, you know, advice to the
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Congressman-elect as he was transitioning to
his new role.

So when I say broker that's what I mean,
just I helped connect the Congressman-elect at
the time with the House committee on ethics to
ensure we had these conversations prior to him
swearing in in January of 2021.

Q Who initiated those conversations?  I
understand the involvement.  But how did you
initially get involved, did the Congressman
reach out or did you reach out for the
Congressman?

A The Congressman and I had conversation about
reaching out to the House committee on ethics,
and I reached out to the House committee on
ethics to initiate the initial communication.

Q And what was discussed in those conversations?
A Again, it was the conditions of the

Congressman's continued service as a member of
Hawaiian Airlines as an employee there as well
as a member of Congress what the House
committee on ethics rules would be regarding

Transcript of Interview of Witness 3
August 8, 2022 24

PLANET DEPOS
888.433.3767 | WWW.PLANETDEPOS.COM

22-9485_0081



1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22

    his salary stipulations, which we discussed,
    as well as any considerations we would need to
    have on his committee assignments or on
    legislation that was pending before the House
    of Representatives.
Q   Have you -- in your prior work on the Hill
    before working for Congressman Kahele, had you
    encountered a similar situation where a member
    was continuing employment while starting his
    role as a member of Congress?
A   I have previously worked for another member of
    Congress who also continued to serve in the
    National Guard of a state while serving as a
    member of Congress.  Otherwise, you know, I
    was not in a management level position in
    which I would have really negotiated or talked
    about the terms of that continued employment.
        So I don't know for the second part of
    that question.  But for sure other members of
    Congress who had served as current active
    members of the National Guard.
Q   After you officially started in your role as
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Wednesday, June 15, 2022 at 20:48:39 Eastern Daylight Time

Page 1 of 2

Subject: RE: Ethics Counsel Guidance - Congressman Kahele
Date: Tuesday, April 12, 2022 at 3:49:59 PM Eastern Daylight Time
From: Rust, Tom
To: Wagner, ChrisHne
AHachments: image005.png, image004.png, image003.png, image002.png, image001.png

Christy,

I have reviewed the CommiMee’s internal records, and I can confirm that Congressman Kahele did speak with
one of the House Ethics CommiMee’s Advice and EducaHon Counsels in December 2020, and that your email
does accurately summarize the guidance given.  I can also confirm that this guidance is generally the guidance
that currently applies to a Member’s outside employment in circumstances such as Congressman Kahele’s. 
Of course, any issues of recusal, special treatment, or special access are highly fact-specific, and if your office
has any quesHons about how to apply that general guidance to specific instances, please let me know, and
the CommiMee’s Advice and EducaHon staff would be happy to assist.

Tom Rust
Staff Director & Chief Counsel
CommiMee on Ethics
U.S. House of RepresentaHves
1015 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515

From: Wagner, ChrisHne < > 
Sent: Tuesday, April 12, 2022 12:45 PM
To: Rust, Tom < >
Subject: Ethics Counsel Guidance - Congressman Kahele

Aloha e Tom,

On December 2, 2020 Congressman-elect Kahele virtually met with a member of House Ethics Counsel to
discuss the boundaries of his employment status with a commercial airline once he took office as a Member
of Congress. During the meeHng, Ethics Counsel advised the Congressman that Members of Congress are not
prohibited from outside employment, as long as the outside employment doesn’t interfere with official duHes
and that the income gained from outside employment is compliant with the outside annual earned income
limit for House officials and employees paid at or above the senior staff rate. For 2021, the year the
Congressman took office, this annual outside earned income limit was $29,595. 

When asked about consideraHons related to recusing himself from policy maMers related to his outside
employment, Ethics Counsel highlighted the condiHons of House Rule 3, which states: “Every Member shall
be present within the Hall of the House during its signgs, unless excused or necessarily prevented, and shall
vote on each quesHon put, unless having a direct personal or pecuniary interest in the event of such a
quesHon.” The term “personal or pecuniary interest” applies to a policy that impacts an individual and only
that individual. Generally, the Congressman would not need to recuse himself from maMers related to
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aviaHon policy as long as the policy in quesHon was not of a potenHal direct personal or pecuniary interest to
the Congressman. Ethics Counsel also advised that the Member should ensure that they should not get
preferenHal treatment or special access to Hawaiian Airlines.
 
On December 29, 2020, Congressman-elect Kahele convened a meeHng with House Ethics Counsel and
representaHves from both Hawaiian Airlines Management and the Hawaiian Airlines Master ExecuHve Council
(ALPA) to discuss the path forward for the Congressman’s conHnued employment with Hawaiian Airlines as a
Member of Congress. House Ethics reiterated that nothing prohibits a House employee from engaging in
outside employment as long as terms of the employment agreement are applicable to everyone else in a
similar situaHon (ie. all other pilots in the group are treated the same).
 
Would you confirm that this is the guidance given by the House Ethics Counsel during these conversaHons,
and does this guidance conHnue to apply to the Congressman’s outside employment as a commercial airline
pilot with Hawaiian Airlines?
 
Me ka haʻahaʻa,
Christy
 
Christy Wagner
Chief of Staff
Congressman Kaiali‘i Kahele (HI-02)
1205 Longworth HOB | 202-225-4906
Cell: 
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Cho, Annie

Sent: Thursday, January 7, 2021 3:49 PM
To: Camello, Priscilla; HR Admin; Cox, Christopher
Subject: RE: [NON-HA] For signature: LOAs 20-14 and 20-15

I’m thinking all of the players that do the onboarding?  Am thinking we start with the normal checklist and then modify it 
where necessary, the payroll piece is going to take some customization. 

From: Camello, Priscilla < >  
Sent: Thursday, January 07, 2021 10:42 AM 
To: HR Admin < >; Cox, Christopher <C > 
Cc: Clark, RalphPeter < > 
Subject: FW: [NON‐HA] For signature: LOAs 20‐14 and 20‐15 

Hi Everyone, 

Who is processing Kai’s status change? 

P 

From: Fujimoto, Eve < >  
Sent: Monday, January 4, 2021 4:38 PM 
To: Camello, Priscilla < > 
Cc: HR Admin < >; Ramos, Mericid < >; pilotpbs 
< > 
Subject: FW: [NON‐HA] For signature: LOAs 20‐14 and 20‐15 

Hey P,  

Happy New Year!! 
Wanted to make sure you were in the loop. Kai Kahele is cancelling his EESL effective DEC 31, 2020.  We are placing him 
on LOA until DEC 31, 2022 for now until we get a solid date of return.  Thanks! 

Mahalo,  
Evie 

Evie Fujimoto – Crew Planner     
3375 Koapaka Street Suite G350, Honolulu, HI 96819 • P 

• Hawaiianairlines.com

From: O'Handley, Brad < >  
Sent: Monday, January 4, 2021 11:07 AM 
To: Fujimoto, Eve < >; Nicklaw, Richard < > 
Subject: FW: [NON‐HA] For signature: LOAs 20‐14 and 20‐15 
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Fyi, please cancel Kahele EESL and place him on am LOA. I don’t have an end date but let’s use Dec 31, 2022 
 

From: Doane, Justin < >  
Sent: Monday, January 4, 2021 9:41 AM 
To: Kishimoto, Ashlee < >; Pieper, Melodi < >; 
Ramos, Mericid < >; O'Handley, Brad < > 
Cc: Johnson Jr, Robert H < >; Cox, Christopher < >; 
Clark, RalphPeter < > 
Subject: FW: [NON‐HA] For signature: LOAs 20‐14 and 20‐15 
 
Ashlee, Mel, Cid and Brad, 
 
Attached are recently agreed to LOAs for Kai Kahele. Due to his election to the US House of Representatives we need to 
cut off his EESL effective 12/31 (so 1/7 will be his last pay check) and we are going to convert him to an unpaid active 
status as outlined in the attached LOA. He will only get paid going forward when he does a training event or take a trip.  
 
Mel, are we able to cut off his medical benefits as of 12/31 and bill him for COBRA if he wants to continue medical 
coverage until he can get coverage through the House? 
 
Thanks, 
 
Justin  
 

From: Eckelberg, Brett, Representation < >  
Sent: Thursday, December 31, 2020 6:07 PM 
To: Cox, Christopher < > 
Cc: hal‐mec ; halnegotiations ; Paulino, Catrina, Representation  ; Doane, 
Justin   
Subject: [NON‐HA] For signature: LOAs 20‐14 and 20‐15 
 
Chris, 
 
Happy New Year.  
 
Attached for the Company’s review and Jon’s and Justin’s signatures are LOA 20‐14 (Section 11.G Revision) and LOA 20‐
15 (Cancelling of the EESL awarded Kaiali’I Kahele). 
 
Thank you, 
 
Brett 
 

 
  
  

Brett Eckelberg  
Labor Relations Counsel 
Air Line Pilots Association, International 

 
Phone:   or   
Fax:  

 
CONFIDENTIALITY NOTE: This message and any attachments are intended only for the use of the intended recipient(s). 
They may contain information that is privileged, confidential, and/or otherwise exempt from disclosure under applicable 
law. If you are not the intended recipient, any review, retransmission, printing, copying, circulation, or other use of 
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this message and any attachments is prohibited. If you are not the intended recipient, please notify the sender 
immediately by return e‐mail, and delete this message and any attachments from your system. Thank you for 
your cooperation. 
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Subject to the Nondisclosure Provisions of H. Res. 895 of the 110th Congress as Amended 
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     Interview of WITNESS 2, conducted
virtually:

     Pursuant to agreement, before Carol M.
Tayloe, E-Notary Public in and for the
Commonwealth of Virginia.

Transcript of Interview of Witness 2
August 8, 2022 2

PLANET DEPOS
888.433.3767 | WWW.PLANETDEPOS.COM

22-9485_0104



1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22

           A P P E A R A N C E S

   INDIRA BENITEZ, ESQUIRE
   OMAR ASHMAWY, ESQUIRE
   OFFICE OF CONGRESSIONAL ETHICS OF THE U.S.
   HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
   425 3rd Street, S.W., Suite 1110
   Washington, D.C. 20024
   202-225-9739

Also present:
    Joe Ramierz, Planet Depos Technician
    Kent Trespalacios, Law Clerk
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             C O N T E N T S
    EXAMINATION OF WITNESS 2                PAGE
        By Ms. Benitez                       5

                E X H I B I T S
                  None marked.

BY MS. BENITEZ:

Transcript of Interview of Witness 2
August 8, 2022 4

PLANET DEPOS
888.433.3767 | WWW.PLANETDEPOS.COM

22-9485_0106



1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22

Q   For the record, today is August 8, 2022.
         We're conducting a remote interview of
    Witness 2.  Speaking is Indhira Benitez,
    investigative counsel of the Office of
    Congressional Ethics.  Joining me today is our
    chief counsel, Omar Ashmawy, as well as Kent
    Trespalacious.
         Witness 2 has been given a copy of 18 USC
    1001.  She's acknowledged and signed the
    receipt and returned that back to our office.
         Like I said, Witness 2, if you have any
    questions please feel free to stop me.
         So, you know, why don't we start with
    some background about you.  How long have you
    been working on the Hill?
A   I started in January 2015.  I took a brief
    break between April 2016.  I restarted on the
    Hill the beginning of the 116th Congress, so
    January, I think, 2019, 2018.  Wherever the
    beginning of the 116th Congress was.
Q   And what did you do prior to working on the
    Hill?

Transcript of Interview of Witness 2
August 8, 2022 5
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A   I was an intern in Senator Warner from
    Virginia's office and prior to that I was in
    college.
Q   Where did you go to school?
A   The University of Richmond.
Q   Pretty local.
    And what was your role, what was your
    first role on the Hill in 2015?
A   I was a staff assistant for my hometown
    congressman, Congressman Mark Takai of
    Hawaii's first congressional district.  He
    passed in July 2016.
Q   And what were some of your roles after that?
A   Sorry, my e-mail is going.
    I was a staff assistant and then was promoted
    to LC and then LA in Congressman Mark Takai's
    office.  I worked for his successor briefly to
    help with the transition, and I was an LA in
    Colleen Hanabusa's office, Hawaii's first
    district.
         I -- after that I went to work for the
    College of Osteopathic Medicine for about a

Transcript of Interview of Witness 2
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    year and a half.  I came back to the Hill in
    the beginning of the 116th Congress to work
    for Congressman Ed Case, Hawaii's first, all
    my hometown members of Congress, and then in
    February 2021 I was hired by Congressman Kai
    Kahele to be his legislative director.
Q   And what's an LA?
A   In Congressman Case's office, yes, I was an LA
    and a senior LA.
Q   I'm sorry.  What is an LA?
A   I'm sorry, a legislative assistant.  I
    apologize.
Q   And you're currently Congressman Kahele's
    legislative director, right?
A   Yes.
Q   What are some of your duties as legislative
    director?
A   Sure.  I manage the legislative team.  I
    review bills, cosponsor requests, I review
    mail, constituent mail, mail going out to
    other agencies, I deal with personnel issues
    in my legislative team.  I also have my own

Transcript of Interview of Witness 2
August 8, 2022 7

PLANET DEPOS
888.433.3767 | WWW.PLANETDEPOS.COM

22-9485_0109



1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22

    portfolio, which includes a transportation
    infrastructure committee, healthcare,
    education.  As my boss is retiring at the end
    of this term I am taking on additional
    responsibilities and portfolios as people are
    leaving.
Q   Okay.  And you said that you also manage the
    legislative team.  Who also is a part of that
    team?
A   So it -- I lead the team.  I have two senior
    policy advisors, Serena Lee and Dave Chun.
    And then at this moment I also have a
    legislative correspondent, Kadara Marshall.
Q   And what are their roles?
A   Serena Lee handles his defense work primarily,
    the Armed Services work, as well as
    immigration, a few other science issues.  Dave
    Chun handles his agriculture work, as well as
    the environment, energy.  Kadara Marshall is
    our legislative correspondent.  She primarily
    works with the mail process.  And she handles
    a few issues, animal welfare, some of the

Transcript of Interview of Witness 2
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    smaller issues.  Women's health, things like
    that.
Q   You mentioned that in your portfolio you have
    the transportation and infrastructure
    committee and education?
A   Education, healthcare.  Right now -- I'm
    native Hawaiian, but I'm kind of a catch-all
    for anything that people can't handle.
Q   Okay.  And in handling these specific matters
    what is your day-to-day like?  Who are you
    communicating with and what kind of work do
    you do?
A   Sure.  Day-to-day I -- you know, I communicate
    a lot with the T&I committee.  I communicate a
    lot with stakeholders.  This includes, you
    know, stakeholders from the District,
    hospitals, Department of Transportation, the
    state Department of Transportation as well as
    the federal Department of Transportation,
    Department of Health, you know, mostly at the
    state level but also at the federal level.
    Anyone that calls in, constituents, unions.

Transcript of Interview of Witness 2
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    Pretty much anybody that wants to reach out we
    have a policy to respond.
Q   When is your -- what's your role or could you
    kind of describe your work with interest
    groups and lobbyists as it pertains to your
    portfolio?
A   Sure.  You know, we have a pretty strict rule.
    We respond to almost anyone that reaches out
    for a meeting, one hundred percent requirement
    to meet with anyone from the state.  And then
    as long as they're from a reputable
    organization we'll meet with anyone that
    requests a meeting with us.
Q   You said that you have a strict policy about
    that.  What were the -- well, actually, did
    the Congressman ever kind of discuss
    expectations or guidelines for how you should
    interact with stakeholders?
A   We have a 48-hour response policy where we're
    supposed to respond to any stakeholder within
    48 hours.
Q   And was this policy something that Congressman

Transcript of Interview of Witness 2
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    Kahele put in place in the office?
A   I believe so.  You know, it's something that
    was told to me in the beginning.  I can't
    guarantee it came from him, but, yeah, we had
    a very -- I know he wanted to be very
    responsive, and so I don't know if it was him
    specifically but someone at the beginning did
    say you should respond to all stakeholders,
    especially people from the District, within
    48 hours.
Q   Do you remember having direct -- a direct
    conversation with the Congressman regarding
    your role and what was expected of you in your
    role?
A   Not particularly.  You know, I think there
    were on and off conversations but I don't
    think there was ever a sit down, let me talk
    to you for two hours about what I expect for
    you in this role.
Q   How often do you communicate with
    stakeholders, interest groups, lobbyists?
A   Daily.
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Q   Who normally initiates that communication?
A   Usually from the stakeholders, they will
    e-mail, they will call.  I respond.  On
    occasion I will reach out if, you know -- for
    example, we have a big problem in our water
    supply right now so, you know, I will reach
    out to the Department of Health.  But when it
    comes to issues that are, you know,
    percolating or if, for example, there is a
    committee hearing I will reach out to
    stakeholders who care about those issues to
    see if there's anything that -- you know, any
    ties specifically to the District, or any ties
    or anything I should be aware of.
Q   And what stakeholders do you normally
    communicate with?
A   It really depends on the issue.  I have a
    diverse set of issues so it just really
    depends on what the issue is and how related
    it is to the state.
Q   What kind of legislative issues do you work
    on?
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A   So the T&I committee primarily is aviation
    work, as well as his work on highways and
    transit subcommittee.  He's on both of those
    subs.  You know, some things with the Coast
    Guard since Coast Guard reauthorization was
    coming up this year.  I also do healthcare, so
    that's a wide variety of things between
    Monkeypox and COVID, and generally issues
    relating to healthcare that are always
    existing in a state.
        I mean I have a wide variety of issues.
    I'm not exactly sure how to best describe
    that.  I also do a lot of native Hawaiian
    work, indigenous peoples's work, as well as
    work in women's issues and minorities.
Q   You said that sometimes you would reach out to
    certain stakeholders if there was a hearing
    coming up.  What kind of information would you
    be requesting or asking of the stakeholders?
A   Sure.  You know, if it was a hearing on -- I
    can't think -- oh, you know, there was a
    hearing on pedestrian deaths so I -- I
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    think -- I can't specifically remember, but I
    think I reached out to -- I, you know, pulled
    some articles on the Internet and reached out
    to a group that did some research on minority
    -- or it was about indigenous issues -- people
    who were killed more by cars than other groups
    because of their lack of, you know, sidewalks
    in their community.  So just reaching out just
    generally on, you know, things that I read and
    if there's any -- I don't know how to describe
    it.  If there's additional information they
    have, additional research so I can look into
    so I'm not just, you know, repeating the same
    thing everyone else is.
Q   Once you get this information or additional
    research what do you do with this information?
A   I generally write up questions for the
    Congressman and I present them to him before
    the hearing.
Q   How do you present them to him?
A   We have a Google Doc and so I'll write the
    questions on the Google Doc and if he doesn't
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    have -- usually I'll try to get them to him
    before the hearing to see if that's the
    direction he wants to go in.  And we'll work
    on -- you know, work on length or wording, and
    if he doesn't have time before the hearing he
    will work on the Google Doc while he's in the
    hearing so I can see his changes and we can
    help -- I can help make sure it makes sense
    and make sure no one else has asked the
    question before, you know, he does.
Q   Do you ever have an opportunity to brief him
    in person on these matters or these question?
A   Yes.
Q   And what are those conversations like?  What
    does it consist of?
A   You know, I usually just go up to him and I
    will tell him what the hearing is on.  The
    Democrats usually have a messaging document so
    I'll go through what kind of the key messages
    are that they want to -- the committee wants
    us to convey.  And then I will try to tie in a
    question -- I don't know.  Tie in a question
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    related -- you know, that matches the hearing
    and matches the messages and matches kind of
    his -- what he's looking toward to saying as
    well.
Q   Does the Congressman ever provide any input or
    feedback when you brief him?
A   Yes.
Q   What kind of input or feedback does he
    provide?
A   I mean it really depends on the issue.  He is
    much more knowledgeable on aviation issues
    than I am, so he frequently will tell me
    something I don't know.  And he will ask me to
    look into X, Y, Z, or look into something, see
    if I can tie it more strongly into the
    District or tie into more of his priorities,
    which do include indigenous issues or, you
    know -- indigenous issues that address -- that
    affect the working class, things like that.
Q   And did you ever have -- I know you mentioned
    one of the Congressman's priorities -- a
    conversation with the Congressman to discuss
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    all of his priorities as it relates to your
    role in the office?
A   I don't think we've had one conversation, I
    think it's been an ongoing conversation about
    what his priorities are.  You know, I've
    worked for four Hawaii members.  All of their
    priorities are kind of the same.  This is my
    fourth Hawaii member I've worked for and,
    again, all their priorities are primary much
    the same.  So it hasn't -- I don't think we
    necessarily had to have a sit-down
    conversation of what his priorities are.
Q   And what are some of his priorities, again, as
    it relates to your role?
A   As it relates to my role, again, native
    Hawaiian issues is probably the biggest
    difference between him and his colleagues who
    I've worked for in the past.  As a native
    Hawaiian he cares a lot about these issues.
    Healthcare access, specifically with native
    Hawaiian healthcare since native Hawaiians
    live on average less than ten years shorter
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    than the average population in Hawaii.  He
    cares about issues of impacting working class,
    the working class, especially affordable
    housing; affordable housing for teachers,
    affordable housing for nurses, which I also
    play into since helping is usually a portfolio
    given to more of a junior staffer, so I help,
    you know, make sure they're on the right
    track.
        Aviation is a priority of his, making sure
    that we have, you know, a good aviation
    policy.  He's interested in that, as well as
    access to transportation, whether it's bus,
    ferries.  We have a lot of, as you can
    imagine, access issues in Hawaii with getting
    around places.
Q   I know that you kind of described how you
    brief the Congressman for an upcoming hearing
    in providing questions, et cetera.  How does
    the Congressman -- what's the Congressman's
    process to take official action on a bill,
    whether that's cosponsoring, a vote, what's
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    the process like?
A   So for a bill cosponsorship I will have, you
    know, me or my staff will write a memo and I
    will verbally brief him.  I'll verbally brief
    him on if he wants to sign on or not.  And as
    he's gotten more comfortable he's okay with me
    signing him onto legislation that he knows
    he'll -- I know that he knows he'll support.
Q   How is that decision made whether he'll
    support the bill or not?
A   If he's signed onto similar things in the
    past.
Q   Who is normally a part of this conversation or
    this decision-making process?
A   Me and the Congressman.
Q   Does he ever discuss how certain bills or
    legislation would affect him personally?
A   I have never heard him say that.
Q   I want to get into now your relationship or
    the office's relationship with ALPA, which is
    the Air Line Pilots Association, for Carol's
    purposes, and Hawaiian Airlines.  I want to
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    start with ALPA.  Could you describe your
    relationship with APA?
A   I think it's a friendly relationship.  They --
    I don't know who reached out first, if it was
    them or if it was our office, but we're on the
    aviation subcommittee and a lot of the
    issues -- a lot of the committees either, you
    know, mostly address issues that ALPA also
    cares about.  So they're definitely somebody I
    reach out to frequently.
Q   Did you have a conversation with the
    Congressman about how to engage with ALPA?
A   Not that I recall.
Q   And what's the office's -- the general
    office's relationship with ALPA?
A   I think -- except for me?
Q   The entire office including yourself.
    (Indecipherable cross-talk.)
A   I don't think anyone except my chief has a
    relationship with ALPA and our scheduler who
    has scheduled meetings.
Q   Were there any instances where the Congressman
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    was directly involved with ALPA and discussing
    their priorities or interests?
A   Like, was there a meeting?  I don't recall if
    we had a meeting with them or not.  I
    definitely have had a meeting with them about
    their priorities.  And they have -- you know,
    their pilots come in every year to talk about
    their priorities.  I can't recall if my boss
    was in them or not.  But he definitely wasn't
    in the last one and I don't remember if he was
    in the one before that.
Q   Who else did you meet with to discuss their
    priorities?
A   I've met with Witness 1 and then the pilots
    that they bring for fly-ins.
Q   And what about not ALPA-related, other
    interest groups, what other interest groups
    have you met with to discuss their priorities?
A   Oh, anyone who will ask.  I could not name
    enough interest groups that have come and I've
    talked to.  You know, this -- like, in the
    last month I've talked to the Hawaii State
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    Teachers Association, they came in, I've
    talked to the Hawaii Hospital Association,
    I've talked to TTD, the AFL-CIO, the
    transportation TTD -- the transportation --
    the transportation sector of AFL-CIO.  I could
    not tell you what they're called right now.  I
    don't know.  I talk to one or two trade groups
    daily.
Q   And what was -- well, how often were you in
    contact with ALPA?
A   Maybe -- probably every time -- definitely
    every time ALPA had somebody in the committee
    that was speaking on the witness stand.  So
    every other month.
Q   And how would you compare that to contact with
    other entities?
A   It was probably a little higher than just your
    average -- you know, the Hawaii State Teachers
    Association, but we're also on education and
    labor so it was -- I don't know.  It was one
    of my higher ones but probably not my highest.
Q   What was --
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A   Like, top five or top ten.  Highest, the
    Hawaii hospitals, you know, during COVID I
    talked to them a lot, Queen's Hospital, Hawaii
    Healthcare Association reached out a lot.
    Again, a lot of hospital issues.  I have a few
    constituents again in the healthcare field
    that reach out a lot regarding their personal
    issues.
        I have a lot of unions that reach out,
    other unions, AFL-CIO that reaches out quite a
    bit.
Q   I'm sorry, what's the -- I missed the acronym.
A   Like, AFL-CIO.  Yeah, they're probably top
    five, top ten groups that I talk to.
Q   And what's your understanding of the
    Congressman's relationship with ALPA?
A   Friendly.
Q   And now I kind of want to run through a
    similar line of questioning for Hawaiian
    Airlines.  What is the relationship with
    Hawaiian Airlines?
A   Friendly.  You know, they're a big part of our
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    industry in Hawaii.  You know, I think
    everybody in Hawaii has to know somebody that
    works at Hawaiian, as you can imagine.
Q   Yeah.  And is Hawaiian Airlines -- correct me
    if I'm wrong -- is it the biggest or one of
    the biggest --
A   It is basically -- sorry, I went off the
    (undecipherable).  It's basically the only
    major -- it's the only local carrier and
    basically the only carrier between the
    Hawaiian Islands.  There is a very small
    carrier, Mokulele, actually who I talk to
    probably more than I talk to Hawaiian.  They
    have a lot of specific issues.  They only do
    two or three islands.  But Hawaiian --
    Southwest just started during the pandemic,
    but Hawaiian's basically the only carrier.
Q   Did you ever have any conversations with the
    Congressman involving Hawaiian priorities or
    interests?
A   Not that I can recall.
Q   And what's your relationship with Hawaiian as
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it relates to legislation?
A You know, I've reached out a few times to see

if they support certain legislation.  I think
they reached out once or twice asking if we
could ask certain questions in committee, not
through -- necessarily through Hawaiian but
through Airlines for America, which they're a
member organization of.  But I honestly don't
talk -- I probably only talked to Hawaiian
maybe once or twice this year.

Q And who do you communicate with over at
Hawaiian?

A Witness 4.
Q And you said you are on estimate communicating

with Witness 4 once or twice a year?
A Once or twice this year.  Maybe -- so maybe

three, four times last year.
Q Is anyone else involved in these

conversations?
A You know, I think my chief is talking to

Witness 4.  I don't know about what.  But I
can't recall if anybody else would have been
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          Videoconference deposition of
WITNESS 1, conducted virtually.

          Pursuant to Notice, before Suja Nair,
a Court Reporter and Notary Public in and for
the State of Maryland.

Transcript of Interview of Witness 1 
August 5, 2022 2

PLANET DEPOS
888.433.3767 | WWW.PLANETDEPOS.COM

22-9485_0148



1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22

         A P P E A R A N C E
ON BEHALF OF THE PLAINTIFFS:
    INDHIRA BENITEZ, ESQUIRE
    OMAR ASHMAWY, ESQUIRE
    OFFICE OF CONGRESSIONAL ETHICS
    OF THE U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
    425 3rd Street, SW
    Suite 1110
    Washington, DC 20024
    (202) 225-9739

ON BEHALF OF AIR LINE PILOTS ASSOCIATION
OF AMERICA:
    SIMON A. LATCOVICH, ESQUIRE
    WILLIAMS & CONNOLLY, LLP
    680 Maine Avenue, SW
    Washington, DC 20024
    (202) 434-5967

Transcript of Interview of Witness 1 
August 5, 2022 3

PLANET DEPOS
888.433.3767 | WWW.PLANETDEPOS.COM

22-9485_0149



1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22

      ALSO PRESENT:
          Mr. Joe Ramirez, AV Technician
          Mr. Kent Trespalacios
          Mr. Thomas Ciantra, Esquire

               C O N T E N T S
EXAMINATION OF WITNESS 1                  PAGE
  By Ms. Benitez                            5

                 E X H I B I T S

                     (NONE)

Transcript of Interview of Witness 1 
August 5, 2022 4

PLANET DEPOS
888.433.3767 | WWW.PLANETDEPOS.COM

22-9485_0150



1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22

              P R O C E E D I N G S
          MS. BENITEZ:  So we're on the record.
Today is August 5, 2022.  We're conducting the
remote interview of Witness 1.  He's
represented by counsel, Simon Latcovich, who is
present with us today.  Also present with us
today is Thomas Ciantra, who is Deputy General
Counsel for the Air Line Pilots Association.
          Speaking is Indhira Benitez.  I'm an
investigative counsel at the Office of
Congressional Ethics, and present with me today
from our office is our Chief Counsel, Omar
Ashmawy, and Kent Trespalacios, a law clerk.
          Witness 1 has been given a copy of
18 USC 1001.  He has acknowledged and signed
the acknowledgment and returned that back to
our office.
BY MS. BENITEZ:
    Q.    And, again, Witness 1, if you have
any questions or need -- need me to repeat
anything or just need a break, please feel free
to let me know, okay?
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          So, I guess, let's start with some
basics.  What does the lead policy and
legislative advisor do at ALPA?
    A.    So -- and -- and my role has changed
a little bit.  I -- I sort of have more of a
managerial role from probably the time period
you're looking at, but at that time and still
to this day, it's, essentially, unchanged.
          I am generally the day-to-day lead
lobbyist for our sort of core set of issues, so
things involving, you know, the aviation
industry and sort of, I guess you would say,
labor matters -- union labor matters before the
various, you know, committees of jurisdiction
that regulate aviation and labor organizations,
as well as I primarily deal with the executive
branch, as well.
          And now I sort of manage our set of
-- of lobbyists in our office, as well, but
that was my -- my job at the time.
    Q.    Okay.  And if you could very simply
describe, what is ALPA?  What do they do?
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    A.    Yeah.
          So ALPA is the Air Line Pilots
Association.  It is a labor organization that
represents approximately 65,000 commercial
airline pilots at, roughly, 34 airlines in
Canada and the United States.  Much more equity
in the United States as to that.
          We do, obviously, representational
activities in terms of representing members as
an obligation, you know, as in a labor
organization, but we also engage, at least in
-- in my sort of job duties, lobbying and sort
of public policy, both idea generation and
interaction with government agencies and
Congress on a whole host of things in the
aviation realm, and as well as sort of matters
related to the execution of duties as a labor
organization.
    Q.    What does your day-to-day look like?
    A.    Every day is different and difficult,
as I think everyone's is in some capacity.  I,
as a general matter, essentially handle all
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policy matters, particularly before Congress.
That usually involves dealing with committee
staff quite a bit, as well as, depending on
what's happening in Congress, dealing with
members on those committees; also talking to
our internal staff quite a bit.
          But it's a lot of informing staff
about what is going on; what our priorities
are; helping to negotiate legislation that may
or may not be moving through Congress.  And I
would probably describe that as a normal day of
business for me.
    Q.    And I want to go back to when you
were describing your role.  You -- you said
that you primarily deal with the executive
branch, and you also deal with Congress.
          How much of your work would you say
was split between dealing with the executive
branch versus Congress?
    A.    I should clarify.  I meant just that
my -- my total primary duties is both the
executive branch and -- and Congress.  I would
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say in terms of the split, to your question, I
would say more of it deals with Congress.  If I
had to hazard a guess, which is hard to do,
I -- 75 percent, probably, is focused on -- on
the legislative branch.
    Q.    And could you describe your work with
the legislative branch?  How do you work with
Congress, staff, members?
    A.    Yeah.
          So I -- I mostly deal with staff and,
you know, that involves both, I think, in early
stage, educating people about our positions;
often educating staffers about the airline
industry.  Obviously, staff wear a lot of hats,
and a lot of our issues are pretty niche.
          So my job is, at a baseline level, to
keep people apprised of both what really an air
-- what regulating an airline industry is in a
congressional context, as well as an executive
branch context.  And also, you know, the
priorities of our association, informing them
on those matters; trying to introduce bills to
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that effect.  And to the extent we are
successful, obviously, trying to move what you
may call a legislative agenda, which, you know,
depends on -- on how Congress is operating, but
it may mean moving an individual piece of
legislation, blocking an individual piece of
legislation, or negotiating legislation within
the context of a larger framework package
instead of a single bill.  I would say that's
-- that's -- yeah.
    Q.    And how often -- how often are you
communicating with staff on a daily basis?
    A.    Again, it -- it -- you know,
obviously, like anything, it -- it's subject to
whatever is going on.  Frequent -- every day I
communicate with some staffer.  Some days it's
quite frequent, meaning I might talk to, I
don't know, 10 to 15 staffers.  Some days it's
a lot less, just depending on what the pace of
the congressional schedule and whether or not
our issues are sort of, you know, featured or
important at the time.
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          So it -- it just depends, but I would
-- I guess what I would say is we engage with
staff in a constant basis.
    Q.    And you mentioned that as part of one
of your many duties, you often are negotiating
legislation or trying to push legislation
forward.
          How do you go about doing that?  What
does that look like?
    A.    It -- it -- again, it depends, I
think, on the -- you know, the circumstances.
I would say, as an example, you know, we have a
set of bills that we work with staff on both
drafting and getting introduced and then trying
to move through the process.
          So that could involve maybe me
drafting legislation.  It could involve me sort
of reacting to -- to things and providing
comments.  It requires quite a bit of -- often,
you know, a lot of my job, quite frankly, is
I'm dealing with trying to provide information
to staffers as to why a particular legislation
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is useful or -- or really, oftentimes,
explicating what it does or doesn't do.  So
that would be maybe writing memos, explaining
the provisions of -- of a bill, or otherwise,
you know, providing any wraparound information
that supports moving legislation.
          So it's -- it's a -- again, it just
depends on the circumstance, but it can be
anything from engaging staff as an explanatory
matter on the phone to, you know, helping draft
legislation, and also, you know, trying to
provide political bandwidth.  So I would say
getting cosponsors on a bill, for example.  So
meeting with staff and explaining why it would
be a good idea maybe for their boss, for
example, to -- to cosponsor a piece of
legislation.
    Q.    And how does that work -- the work
that you do deal -- when you deal with staff
directly, how does that differ or how is it the
same as when you're dealing with the members?
    A.    The staff are going to have --
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generally, have more time and interest in
understanding the details of legislation.  I
would say it depends on the staff.  So, like, I
do a lot of work with the staff on the actual
committees that -- that write the bills.  With
them, there'll be much deeper dives in terms of
the substance and, you know, legal import of
what a bill, either that we're supportive of or
we're not supportive of, does.  And that could
involve extensive memo writing, certainly lots
of conversations.
          And if -- if it's a office that is
a -- for example, a member on a committee, but
not the actual committee staff, that would
involve less detailed work, but just,
essentially, keeping people apprised of what
bills do, why our organization supports them,
or in the case in Congress, a lot of
congressional work is, you know, blocking a --
you know, things that you perceive as bad or --
or sort of not in your interest.  You know,
explaining why those -- those issues maybe
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shouldn't move or a member of Congress should
have a disinterest in being supportive of such
endeavors.
    Q.    And I know your work surrounds the
aviation industry, but what -- what committees
do you work with the most?
    A.    So by far, there are two committees
that I spend most of my time with, which would
be Transportation and Infrastructure Committee
in the House, and then the Senate Commerce
Committee, Commerce, Science, and Technology in
the Senate.  However, I deal also in a
meaningful sense with the respective Homeland
Security committees in the House and Senate,
and to a less -- I should -- I should add, the
Appropriations Committees, as well, quite a
bit.  And, then, to a lesser extent, the
committees that deal with tax matters, so
Finance and Ways and Means.  But that's much
more, you know, de minimis of my work relative
to the primary transportation committees.
    Q.    And how often are you meeting or
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speaking with members on those committees?
    A.    Members?  I would say not as
frequently as other people on my staff.  I do,
again, much more of I guess what you would call
sort of committee-focused work, which is a bit
more policy heavy and detail focused.
          So in terms -- I -- it'd be hard for
me to hazard a guess.  Sometimes I will meet
with members a decent amount, but -- but less
so than others.  For example, on our team, we
have a team of other lobbyists.  I don't --
I -- I couldn't approximate how frequently, but
during the pandemic, I would say much less
frequently than probably usual, which is true
of everybody, right, but not that frequently.
But when necessary, I do.
    Q.    And you mentioned a couple of other
people on your team, other lobbyists.
          How -- how big is the -- is ALPA's
kind of legislative affairs team?
    A.    We have -- give me a second to think
through the numbers here.
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          So we have five staff lobbyists,
including myself, and then we have a PAC
director, who deals with matters involving the
PAC.  And then we have two assistants --
really, three assistants.  So I guess that
would be nine, but five full-time lobbyists.
    Q.    And are all the lobbyists assigned
certain priorities or is it generally all --
does it all fall in line with what you do?
    A.    Good question.
          Everyone is assigned a sort of a
hybrid approach of both specific members and
then, also, certain discrete issues.  So as one
example, someone else, not me, handles, you
know, like, energy policy that relates to
aviation.  And so even though a lot of members
I deal with, you know, would deal with trying
to de-carbonize aviation, for example, I, as a
general matter, will -- will manage and jump in
when that's appropriate for me to do, but I
don't deal with that.
          So it's a -- it's a -- a more
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complicated scheme than I would like, but it's
a mix of individual members and -- and -- and
discrete issues.  But for me, my, essentially,
primary role is I deal with all the Democrats
in the United States Senate.  I deal with all
of the Democrats on the committees of
jurisdiction, for the most part, with some
caveats, and others have different assignments.
    Q.    And I'd like to go into a little bit
more detail about the type of guidance -- the
kind of guidance that you -- you're giving
staffers, whether they be on the committee or
their -- their boss just happens to be on a
committee.
          What -- generally, what does that
guidance look like?
    A.    Not to -- to -- to be difficult.
What -- when you say, Guidance, are you
meaning, like, what -- could you rephrase a
bit?
    Q.    Sure.  Sure.  Sure.
          So if one of ALPA's priorities are

Transcript of Interview of Witness 1 
August 5, 2022 17

PLANET DEPOS
888.433.3767 | WWW.PLANETDEPOS.COM

22-9485_0163



1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22

pushing a specific -- this is just a
hypothetical -- pushing a specific bill and
you're educating staff on -- about this bill or
trying to convince a staffer to convince their
boss to -- to kind of sign on, on this piece of
legislation, what -- what is some of the
guidance that you provide or the education that
you provide to staff?
    A.    Yeah.  So I -- what I would
describe -- and, again, it's -- it's all a hazy
approximation for, obviously, a lot of things,
like anyone else's job, how you do it.  It
depends on sort of the specifics.
          You know, if it's a committee staff,
I probably would endeavor to do a phone call
and then, you know, depending on the issue --
you know, I'm just thinking of recent
matters -- I might write a memo sort of lining
up in a sort of more detailed explanatory way
why -- essentially, our position and -- and --
and in a matter of persuasion, why, you know,
our position either should be adopted or not.
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          With, you know, individual member's
offices that are -- at least for me, that are
on the committee or -- or off committee,
probably just phone calls, and to the extent
necessary, some, you know, what you might call
talking points, papers; sort of short, you
know, one- or two-page documents that outline
the information.
          And then, essentially, you know, if
they have questions, they would -- would come
to me with more questions, and we would
probably, in an iterative fashion, deal with it
from there.  And that's also true of the
committees in terms of, you know, everything is
sort of an iterative process where, you know,
you -- you may do one thing like write a memo,
but you're going to probably engage in more
extensive conversations based on questions they
might have or concerns they would have.
    Q.    Who normally initiates these
conversations or initiates the relationship,
really, between you and the member's office?
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    A.    The answer is both.  So it -- it's
never, you know, one party always initiates
and -- or the other party initiates.  So I
would say for members that are usually, at
least in my view, either very interested in
aviation matters, maybe have a lot of aviation
employees in their district or state or maybe
are sort of, at least as a labor organization,
more interested in labor union matters, they
might approach us first.
          You know, ambitious members tend to
want to get out in front of legislative ideas
and work with stakeholders.  For offices
that -- you know, at least when I'm thinking of
my work on the committees, that may not fit
those buckets, I might do the first outreach.
          So it just depends, I think, on the
type of member.  So sometimes it's me;
sometimes it's the office itself.
    Q.    And in cases where the -- the member
has a specific interest or has a constituency
that -- that has a specific interest in the
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aviation industry, does that happen often?
Do -- are there a lot of examples of members
that reached out to you -- to you first or to
other ALPA lobbyists in order to kind of
understand the industry's priorities?
    A.    Yes.  I would say it's -- it's a
frequent matter that people would reach out
practically to us.  Usually, you know, at the
beginning of a new Congress, I get, personally,
a lot of emails from people requesting meetings
and -- or coffees to -- to meet and discuss,
and I do the same.
          So it's -- at some point, it's who
reaches out to whom first, but, yes, I
frequently get first reach-outs from offices
rather than the other way.
    Q.    Is there ever a case where a member's
office staffer or the member themselves don't
agree with your position?  What happens there?
    A.    Frequently, yeah.  If -- if they
don't, it just depends.  Sometimes there are
members where you know at the outset or very
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early on they're not going to, and there's not
much, from a cost-benefit analysis utility, in
trying to sort of turn someone around that may,
as a fundamental matter, disagree with you,
just sort of in an explanatory view.
          I mean, you know, for example, there
are bills to try to change the legal status of
employees in unions.  Those members introduce
those bills.  I have met with members to try to
prevent them from, for example, trying to
change the laws governing -- governing the
statutory scheme that we're involved in.
          Often, the people that on the front
end want to do that, don't have much interest
in what I have to say.  So at some point, you
decide pretty quickly not to do that.  If it's
a member where, in my view or others' view,
it's important that we change their mind, for
example, say, you know, at least in my orbit, a
Democrat who may ordinarily be aligned with us,
but for some reason, has sort of chosen not to,
I think, you know, you would engage in
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extensive work on trying to explain why they
may be in -- in -- in err in their reasoning,
and you -- you would possibly do a series of
meetings, so yeah.

It -- it just depends, but -- it
depends on the likelihood that the member is
important towards either moving or preventing
something bad from happening and how likely
they are to be receptive.

Q. And I -- I'd like to know -- kind of
go into your relationship or ALPA's
relationship with Congressman Kahele.

Let's start with your -- what's your
relationship with -- with the congressman?

A. My relationship with the congressman,
I would say, is we both know each other.  I
have met him a number of times.  I -- I
couldn't give you an answer on how many.  I
don't deal with him that frequently,
personally.  I deal with his staff
substantially more.

I would say my relationship with him
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Deposition of WITNESS FOUR, conducted virtually.

Pursuant to agreement, before Alexa Renfro, Notary
Public, in and for the State of California.
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              P R O C E E D I N G S
        MS. BENITEZ:  We are on the record.  Today
is August 9, 2022.  We are conducting a remote
interview of Witness Four.  She is represented by
counsel, Andrew Dockham, who is present here
today.
        Speaking is Indhira Benitez, investigative
counsel at the Office of Congressional Ethics.  I
am here with my colleagues, Omar Ashmawy, staff
director; as well as Kent Trespalacios.
        Witness Four has been given a copy of
18 USC 1001, and she has signed and acknowledged
receipt.
BY MS. BENITEZ:
    Q  Like I mentioned, please feel free to stop
me if you need a break, or if you have any
questions.  Why don't we start with some general
background.
       What do you currently do for Hawaiian
Airlines?
    A  I'm the managing director for Federal
Government Affairs.

Transcript of Interview of Witness Four
August 9, 2022 5

PLANET DEPOS
888.433.3767 | WWW.PLANETDEPOS.COM

22-9485_0201



1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22

    Q  What did you do prior to being managing
director?
    A  Prior to that, I was Department of
Commerce.  I was the assistant secretary for
Legislative and Intergovernmental Affairs.
    Q  How long have you been managing director
at Hawaiian Airlines?
    A  A little more than seven years.
    Q  And describe your role.  What do you do as
managing director there?
    A  I follow legislation at the federal level.
I follow some of the regulatory proceedings at the
federal agencies.
    Q  Do you have frequent interactions on your
day-to-day with political appointees or elected
officials?
    A  Not on a daily basis.  But yes, I do have
interactions with both Congress as well as the
federal agencies.
    Q  How often would you say -- or how much of
your work is made up by your interactions or
communications with your politically appointed
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officials or elected officials?
    A  It depends on the time of year and what
issues are pending.  For example, during the
August recess, my interactions are going to be
relatively low because a lot of people are not
around.  But during, you know, the height of
legislation, it really depends what is on the
floor, what issues are pending.  So there is no
natural, you know, cadence.
    Q  And you mentioned that you follow
legislation, can you give me a little more detail
about that?  How exactly do you do that?  And how
does that play out with Hawaiian Airlines and
their interests?
    A  I follow -- I try to follow, to the best
of my ability, legislation that would potentially
impact the airline industry.  And a lot of my work
is in conjunction with the ARC Association,
Airlines for America.  We have these meetings
every other week to talk about legislation that
may be pending.  That may have an impact on -- so
a lot of my -- you know, what I focus on is based
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upon issues that are a concern to the industry as
a whole.
    Q  What is Airlines for America?
    A  Airlines for America is the association
that represents United; Delta; American; Alaska;
JetBlue; Hawaiian; UPS; FedEx; Atlas, the larger
carriers.
    Q  Would you say that you work more closely
with Airlines for America than you do with member
offices or politically appointed officials?
    A  Yes.  'Cause we meet on a regular basis
and focus on where the industry's priorities are.
    Q  How is -- can you describe your work
with -- after you met with Airlines for America
and you identified some priorities, how does that
then translate to your communications with elected
officials?
    A  Oftentimes, A4A will develop white papers
or one-pagers summarizing, you know, what the
issue is, and our positions on those issues.  And
so we would -- it is really an educational
process, making sure that relevant members and
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committee staff are aware of issues that we are
proactively looking at or advocating, as well as
issues that are pending, in which, you know, we
may have some concerns.
    Q  Are you communicating directly with the
committee staff or the members?
    A  Both.  Sometimes we will be talking to
committee staff, and most of communications are
with committee staff.  When my CEO is in town, I
try to set up meetings for him with relevant
committee members.
    Q  Are there any specific committees that you
work more closely with than others?
    A  The Senate Committee of Commerce, Science,
and Transportation; and the House Transportation
and Infrastructure Committee.
    Q  How often would you say that you are
scheduling meetings with the CEO and members of
these committees?
    A  He comes into D.C. on a quarterly basis in
conjunction with meetings -- with our association,
A4A board meetings.  So when he is in
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Washington, D.C., that is when I try to schedule
meetings for him.

Q  How do you request the meetings of the
members?  Do you go through their staff, or do you
communicate directly with a member?

A  I don't communicate directly with a
member, but I do go through staff.  Sometimes --
depending on what the procedure is that they set
up for meeting requests, I either contact the
scheduling directly, or I fill out the form that
is on their website.

Q  What kind of -- I know you mentioned that
your focus is primary legislation that would
effect the industry.  Can you give me a couple
examples of what kind of legislative issues you
would be working on?

A  Most recently in conjunction with the
commitment of the major airlines to achieve
net-zero carbon emissions by 2050.  A lot of my
focus, as well as the focus of the association in
the other carriers, has been on looking at various
ways that private sectors can partner with the

Transcript of Interview of Witness Four
August 9, 2022 10

PLANET DEPOS
888.433.3767 | WWW.PLANETDEPOS.COM

22-9485_0206



1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22

public sectors to help us achieve our common
commitment to net-zero carbon emissions by 2050.
       So a lot of talk and engagement, with
respect to sustainable aviation fuels, as well as
educating members of Congress, as well as the
agencies, particularly Department of
Transportation about what companies are doing on
their own to try and get to those goals as well.
       Some of the other issues that we've been
working on are making sure there is adequate
staffing at the Transportation Security
Administration, Customs of Order Protection.  So
that would be both authorizing and appropriations
that we would be interested in.  Anything along
those lines.
       There are all these travel restrictions
that were imposed both by the U.S., as well as
other countries, that impacted travel -- the
ability to travel.  So during COVID -- well, we
are still in a COVID pandemic -- but a lot of
focus on that.  There was several bills that came
out that really addressed all various aspects of

Transcript of Interview of Witness Four
August 9, 2022 11

PLANET DEPOS
888.433.3767 | WWW.PLANETDEPOS.COM

22-9485_0207



1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22

things coming out of COVID, not only the masking
requirements, providing personal protective
equipment to employees.  What airlines do, you
know, if they cancel or delay flights.  How they
sell their flights, what they sell, and who they
sell it to.  You know, those kind of issues that
effect health and safety and the operations of air
carriers.
    Q  How big is the --
    A  The other issues -- like tax issues as
well.
    Q  Yeah.  I could imagine.  It seems like an
extensive portfolio.  How big is the legislative
team at Hawaiian Airlines?
    A  Our legislative team has two people.  I
handle the federal level, and my colleague, Blaney
Ascato (phonetic), handles the state and local
government affairs.
    Q  So quite a heavy list here running by both
members of the team.  Who are some members of
Congress that you frequently work with that are on
the committees or that are important in pushing
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your Hawaiian Airlines's interests forward?
    A  Well --
       MR. DOCKHAM:  We are having a little
trouble hearing you.
    Q  I am sorry.  Who are some members that you
frequently work with that are on committees or not
on the committees to further your Hawaiian
Airlines's interest?
    A  Well, it is really to further the interest
of the aviation industry.  We are part of this
advocacy effort, whether it is with Airlines For
America or part of a larger coalition.  I work
with a lot of coalitions that are like-minded on
several issues that are also priorities for
Airlines for America.  But I'd say Brian Schatz,
because he is the senior member of the whole
delegation.  I work with him and his staff quite a
bit.  Senator Maria Cantwell, who is the chair of
the the Senate Commerce Committee, and her staff
that I work with.
       The House side, primarily with Rick
Larson, who is the chair of the Aviation
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Subcommittee.  I work with both Sam Graves and
Derrick Graves and their staff, and the ranking
members of the committee and the aviation
subcommittee.  You know, just through A4A trying
to meet with as many members of both the said
Commerce Committee as well as the House
Transportation Infrastructure Committee.
       I also -- because we are a company based
in Hawaii, I do engage with the rest of the
delegation, Senator Mazie Hirono, and as well as
Senator Kahele.
    Q  So now I'd like to get a little more
specifics with the relationship with Congressman
Kahele.  Did you know Congressmen Kahele before he
was sworn into Congress?
    A  I can't say -- I did not know him.  I met
him -- to the best of my recollection, I met him
for the first time when he was running for
Congress.
    Q  How would you describe your relationship
with him today?
    A  Just the same relationship I have with any
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other member.  Very professional, cordial.
    Q  Were there any conversations, you know,
with you or other employees at Hawaiian
surrounding his election to Congress?  What was
the general attitude at Hawaiian after he was
elected to Congress?
    A  I'm not sure I -- he was elected and there
was -- I'm not aware of conversations that related
to his election.  I'm not sure.
       MR. DOCKHAM:  It might be helpful context
that Witness Four sits in D.C., and the rest of
the company is about 5,000 miles away.
       So other than e-mails or maybe Zoom calls
during COVID, you are not sitting with folks that
are in the corporate office.
       WITNESS FOUR:  Correct.
    Q  Okay.  I can ask a more specific question.
Did you have any conversations with the
congressman either prior to him starting in
Congress or after he started in Congress to
discuss the airline's priorities?
    A  Before he was elected, we met with him.
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But it was just before he was coming to D.C., for
the organizational meetings.  It was just a
general, you know, congratulations and he was --
my recollection is that it was a relatively short
meeting.
    Q  What was Hawaiian Airlines's role in the
congressman's campaign?
    A  We contributed to his campaign.  That was
it.
    Q  And after the congressman was elected and
sworn in, were there any conversations then to
discussion any legislative priorities or anything
of this sort?
    A  Conversations with the congressman or his
staff?
    Q  With the congressman or his staff, yes.
    A  Well, we did talk about some of the
legislative matters that were pending before
Congress, yes.
    Q  With the congressman or his staff?
    A  With -- depending on -- yeah, we did.
Both.
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    Q  And was this a group conversation, or were
they separate conversations with only the
congressman and then only the staff, or was
everyone involved?
    A  Well, I'm not sure what you mean by
everyone.  There were conversations with the
congressman in larger groups that went beyond just
Hawaiian Airlines.  As I mentioned, whenever Peter
was in town, we tried to set up meetings, as we do
with all of our delegations and with other
Congress, to just talk about our operations
because it was during COVID and everyone was
wondering how our air carriers were doing.
       In terms of legislation, we did have some
conversations.  Some very brief and some deeper
dive -- the deeper dives, I would say, tended to
be with the staff.
    Q  Did the congressman ever provide any input
in any of these conversations?
    A  Well, the conversations I had with him,
yes, he was speaking.
    Q  Was there ever a time, to the best of your
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knowledge, where the congressman's interest and
Hawaiian Airlines or Airlines for America's
interest didn't align?

A  There were some issues on which we did not
agree, yes -- meaning Airlines for America.

Q  Right.  Do you remember specifically which
issues?

A  We are not in agreement, for example, on
secondary barriers.  For example, the Airline
Association industry as a whole did not support
legislation that would require secondary barriers.
But it was included in the 2018 FAA Authorization
Bill with respect to installing secondary barriers
in future build airline -- air carriers.

Q  I'm sorry.  Can you just briefly explain
if secondary barriers were to be installed on the
actual aircraft; and if this was something that
Airlines for America was against and the
Congressman was for?  Who had what position?

A  This is an issue that -- I am sorry.
THE REPORTER:  Can I have the witness

repeat that answer.
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       WITNESS FOUR:  Yeah.  We heard this
gavelling sound on our side.
    A  Can you repeat the last question, please?
    Q  Sure.  I was just trying to understand the
secondary barrier issue and where the disagreement
lied.  Was it Congressman Kahele not wanting the
secondary barriers?  Or exactly who stood on which
side of the issue?
    A  He supported a bill -- let me just dissect
this.  There is legislation law in the 2018 FAA
Authorization Act that includes legislation that
requires the installation of secondary barriers on
newly manufactured aircraft.
       And there is a separate bill that is
pending before Congress that would require the
installation of secondary barriers on all
aircraft, retroactive, as well as forward looking.
       The issue of second barriers -- they are
the barriers that would be installed between the
cockpit and the rest of the cabin.  So it would be
an additional layer of security.  This
recommendation to install secondary barriers came

Transcript of Interview of Witness Four
August 9, 2022 19

PLANET DEPOS
888.433.3767 | WWW.PLANETDEPOS.COM

22-9485_0215



1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22

out of the 9/11 commission report, which
recommended security measures to help avoid other
situations that would allow 9/11 type activities
to happen.
       Since that time, a lot of the
recommendations in the report, with respect to the
security of the aircraft, has been implemented.
And the secondary barrier recommendations was
among the last, if not the last, that had not been
implemented.  And the families of the victims have
been pushing to have that last piece enacted.
    Q  Were there any other legislative requests
that you or other employees of Hawaiian Airlines
were making on behalf of Hawaiian to the
congressman?
    A  Well, again, it was the one legislation
that we requested that he considered cosponsoring.
It was the Sustainable Skies Act, and this was a
priority for the industry.  As well as -- this was
part of a coalition of stake holders that were
interested in carbon emissions reduction and
Sustainable Skies Act, that would have been a bill
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that I did mention to the Congressman, as well as
his staff, and asked if they considered
cosponsoring.
    Q  What were the expectations after
Congressman Kahele was elected into office?  What
were the expectations in Hawaiian Airlines as it
related to him being a member of Congress?
    A  I'm not sure -- I'm not sure what
expectations you are asking about.
    Q  Were there any expectations of the
congressman after he was elected into Congress?
    A  No.  Nothing specific.
    Q  Were there any conversations surrounding
his continued employment with Hawaiian Airlines
while he was a member of Congress?
    A  I was not involved in those discussions
with him.
    Q  Were you involved in the transition at all
of the congressman from a Hawaiian Airlines
employee to a full-time member of Congress?
    A  No.
    Q  Were you involved in any of the
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discussions concerning a potential conflict of
interest?
    A  Can we go back to last question on the
transition?
    Q  Sure.
    A  Are you talking about transitions in the
sense that we think about on the hill about him
setting up his office, that type of thing?
    Q  Whether -- yes.  Transitioning into
becoming a member of Congress or any conversations
about leaving his role at Hawaiian or modifying
his role at Hawaiian to become a member of
Congress.  Were you a part of any of those
conversations?
    A  I was not, no.
    Q  Were you a part of any discussions
involving the potential for a conflict of interest
between the employment of the congressman with
Hawaiian and then becoming a member of Congress?
    A  I was not involved in any discussions with
Hawaiian or with the congressman about -- you
know, well, not with the congressman certainly.  I
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was asked to look at what the congressional salary
caps were.
    Q  Who were you asked by?
    A  Our folks back in Honolulu.
    Q  So other Hawaiian Airlines employees?
    A  Yes.
    Q  Was that the extent of your involvement in
any communications regarding the Congressman's
employment with Hawaiian Airlines, and how it
could effect him being a member of Congress?
       MR. DOCKHAM:  So whenever Witness Four was
asked -- if I could just clarify the documents.
       Whenever Witness Four was asked about the
salary cap, she consulted with an outside counsel
about those issues and received information from
them of the salary cap.  She passed that
information back to folks in Hawaii at Hawaiian
Airlines.
       And I believe that was essentially the
extent of your involvement.  You did receive an
e-mail that we summarized in our June 17, 2022,
letter about the meeting with House Ethics
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Committee and the advice that was given to folks
at Hawaiian Airlines about dealing with
Congressman Kahele.

And so that information was distributed to
her as well.  She sort of used that as her
benchmark.  Is that helpful?

MS. BENITEZ:  Yes.  That answers the
question.

Q  Were there any other discussions after he
was sworn in surrounding a potential conflict of
interest?

A  No.  Well, at least not that I'm aware of.
I was not involved in any conversations.

Q  Was it ever a concern for you or the rest
of your legislative team or anyone else at
Hawaiian -- to your knowledge, was the potential
for a conflict of interest ever a concern?

A  A conflict of interest is of concern no
matter who I'm dealing with.  And in the situation
of my conversations were about matters that were
priorities for the entire industry.  They were
about things that I spoke with with other members
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of the delegation, as well as other members of
Congress.
    Q  And just to clarify Andrew's last point.
You received an e-mail and went into conversations
with the House Ethics Committee.  You weren't
involved any other conversations discussing the
potential for a conflict of interest after that?
    A  Just about the general subject matter of
conflict of interest?
    Q  As it relates to Congressman Kahele, yes.
    A  Not that I recall.
    Q  Okay.  I'm going to open up the floor to
my colleagues, if they have any additional
questions.
BY MR. ASHMAWY:
    Q  Good afternoon.  I just have one question.
What was the significance of the salary caps?
    A  I was asked the question of -- I was asked
the question about what restrictions -- financial
restrictions, there were on members of Congress
with outside employment.
    Q  Okay.  Specifically how much
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