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Helen Eisner: No problem, we're all set. 1 

 How often does Representative Blum come back to the district? 2 

District Staffer: Pretty much every weekend that I'm aware of. 3 

Helen Eisner: And when he does travel back to the district, who's responsible for his schedule? 4 

District Staffer: It's a combination between two people. District schedule's mostly the District 5 
Director. 6 

Helen Eisner: Okay. So currently you'd say you're responsible for his schedule? 7 

District Staffer: Yeah. Since I'm new to the role I do take quite a bit of consultation from John, 8 
who was previously in the position. 9 

Helen Eisner: Okay. And what is John's current role? 10 

District Staffer: He's Chief of Staff in Washington. 11 

Helen Eisner: And do you know when he became Chief of Staff in Washington? 12 

District Staffer: Some time the end of next year, but I was not here. 13 

Helen Eisner: Why did that transition occur? 14 

District Staffer: The Chief of Staff previous to him left that, so there was a vacancy. I believe he 15 
returned back to his home state of New Mexico. 16 

Helen Eisner: Do you know why...and what was that individual's name? 17 

District Staffer: Paul Smith. 18 

Helen Eisner: Okay. And do you know why Mr. Smith left the office? 19 

District Staffer: I presume because he was growing a family, and so he wanted to be back home. 20 
But that's speculation I guess. 21 

Helen Eisner: Okay. When you were Regional Director, how familiar were you with the 22 
Congressman's schedule when he was in the district? 23 

District Staffer: Pretty familiar. We have access to it. But unless I'm assigned to him I'm not 24 
looking at it every moment of the day, or following it. 25 

Helen Eisner: Okay. And when he was in Dubuque, how often were you assigned to him? 26 

District Staffer: I would say...that's a hard question to answer. I couldn't probably give you a fair 27 
percentage. Frequently I guess is the best I can say. 28 
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Helen Eisner: Maybe I should ask, what does that entail when you are assigned to him? 1 

District Staffer: Yeah so if we have a meeting, so I handled immigration and international issues, 2 
and veterans and social security stuff as well for case work, in addition to being 3 
Regional Director. So if we had meetings in healthcare or in veterans issues or 4 
immigration, or if there were visits. I'm from the area, as well, so basically if we 5 
could establish relevance for me being there I showed up, and if it wasn't relevant 6 
then I didn't go. 7 

Helen Eisner: And how would he get to those events? 8 

District Staffer: Typically he drives, or John would drive him in his vehicle. Congressman Blum's 9 
vehicle. 10 

Helen Eisner: Let me ask you, what role have you played in the Congressman's campaign? So 11 
outside of his official office? 12 

District Staffer: Very small. That's how I became introduced to Congressman Blum, I volunteered 13 
for his campaign previous to his initial election. I do, in my free time, door 14 
knock, but it's not by any means...I would say less than 3% of my time… 15 

Helen Eisner: Okay. 16 

District Staffer: …would be associated with that. 17 

Helen Eisner: Understood. To the extent that you know, you told us you play sort of a small 18 
role in the campaign, how does Representative Blum travel to campaign-related 19 
events? 20 

District Staffer: I assume in his own car but I have no idea. 21 

Helen Eisner: Okay. 22 

District Staffer: I mean for a while they had a campaign RV. 23 

Helen Eisner: What about John Ferland? Does he play any type of role in the campaign? 24 

District Staffer: Yeah, he's involved. But how that is structured, I'm not sure. 25 

Helen Eisner: Okay. Involved in sort of a formal way, he has a title, or involved in more of an 26 
informal way? 27 

District Staffer: I think, he was initially in the campaign, back before there was a congressional 28 
side of things. So I think he, I would say primarily as a consulting point of 29 
contact. 30 

Helen Eisner: Okay. Do you know how the two of them met, Mr. Ferland and the 31 
Congressman? 32 
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District Staffer: I don't actually. 1 

Helen Eisner: And how would you describe their relationship just sort of generally? 2 

District Staffer: Very typically typical and professional and boring, I guess. 3 

Helen Eisner: Okay. Do they socialize outside of official and campaign responsibilities? 4 

District Staffer: I don't think so. I think if they're together, maybe they'll grab a drink after 5 
something. But it always would have to have originated with some event that was 6 
official or campaign-related that led them to the end of the day. But I don't think 7 
they meet up on Saturdays and go fishing or anything. 8 

Helen Eisner: Understood. In Mr. Ferland's new role, where presumably, correct me if I'm 9 
wrong, he's moved to Washington DC- 10 

District Staffer: Mm-hmm (affirmative). 11 

Helen Eisner: How often does he now come back to the district? 12 

District Staffer: I can't say. I'm here for 30 days, 40 days, so he hasn't been back in 40 days, but 13 
that remains to be seen I guess. 14 

Helen Eisner: Understood. Not a great sample size. 15 

District Staffer: Yeah. 16 

Helen Eisner: Okay. How involved is he now in district-related work and? 17 

District Staffer: Initially he was very involved since I'm getting up to speed. But maybe the last 18 
three weeks or so he's really kind of let me start doing most of that. I probably 19 
call him three times a week to discuss meetings and where we should be and that 20 
kind of stuff. But generally less and less as time goes on. 21 

Helen Eisner: As far as the Congressman’s annual financial disclosure form, so the forms that 22 
he is required to file every year about his personal finances, have you played any 23 
type of role in filing those forms or completing them? 24 

District Staffer: Zero. 25 

Helen Eisner: Okay. Do you know who does play a role in that? 26 

District Staffer: I have no idea. I assume Congressman Blum, but, I mean... 27 

Helen Eisner: Based on your knowledge and the work that you've done, what can you tell us 28 
about any outside businesses that the Congressman has a financial interest in or is 29 
involved in. 30 
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District Staffer: I basically know of whatever would be in his bio, is the easiest way to say it. So I 1 
know that he has some role in his traditional business, Digital Canal. And then 2 
the one that's in the news, Tin Moon, I believe that was started...I basically know 3 
public info on that, I don't follow his stocks. I've never looked at his disclosures, 4 
I've never taken much interest in what he does in his personal time. 5 

Helen Eisner: Okay. Do you know where Digital Canal is based? 6 

District Staffer: Yes, in Dubuque. 7 

Helen Eisner: Okay. And how do you know that? 8 

District Staffer: It's just there. I've been...I think a lot of the campaign operations. I think that's the 9 
mailing address. So when we first started back in the day, making phone calls 10 
and stuff, he had leased a space proximal to, or he had a space proximal to his 11 
business. I know where it's at. 12 

Helen Eisner: Is the campaign space, is it a separate office? In the same building? 13 

District Staffer: Yeah, yeah, yeah, but he just has his office. 14 

Helen Eisner: Okay. And does he own that building? 15 

District Staffer: I have no idea. 16 

Helen Eisner: How big was the space, the Digital Canal space, in that building? 17 

District Staffer: It's maybe half a floor, and there's four floors. So one eighth. 18 

Helen Eisner: Do you know who Digital Canal's employees are, who any of those individuals 19 
are? 20 

District Staffer: Two of them, I know reasonably well because they also participated in the 21 
campaign. 22 

Helen Eisner: And who are those individuals? 23 

District Staffer: Mr. Ed Graham and Monty Alexander. 24 

Helen Eisner: Ed Graham. What is his role in Digital Canal? 25 

District Staffer: No idea other than he's there. 26 

Helen Eisner: What is his relationship with the Congressman? 27 

District Staffer: Good. They've known each other a long time. They're business partners, 28 
whatever that means. 29 
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Helen Eisner: They're business partners in Digital Canal or in? 1 

District Staffer: I have no idea. Whenever I've met Ed it's, "This is my business partner Ed." So, 2 
that's the extent of my knowledge of their relationship as business partners. 3 

Helen Eisner: Okay. And in what setting would you be in which he would introduce him as his 4 
business partner? 5 

District Staffer: Campaign setting. But I mean it's a small town, so if we're out, if we went to a 6 
fundraiser in the evening or something like that, and Ed showed up, that'd be 7 
another setting. 8 

Helen Eisner: Okay. When was the last time that you saw Ed? 9 

District Staffer: Maybe two weeks ago. 10 

Helen Eisner: And where was that? 11 

District Staffer: That was at a fundraising event. 12 

Helen Eisner: And that was here in Dubuque?  13 

District Staffer: Mm-hmm (affirmative).  14 

Helen Eisner: You said they've known each other a long time. Do you know any of the 15 
background of that relationship? 16 

District Staffer: Zero, no. 17 

Helen Eisner: And do you know what the Congressman's financial interest is in Digital Canal? 18 

District Staffer: Formally no. I know he has some stake in it. I don't know what kind or... 19 

Helen Eisner: Okay. In your time working for the office, have you seen him go to Digital 20 
Canal, to the offices, to attend meetings? 21 

District Staffer: No, never. I've seen him...he's gone to the office, but he doesn't take...I don't 22 
think it's a very active role. I don't think he has a lot of time for that, to be quite 23 
frank. I don't believe he's in as managing it formally or anything like that. But I 24 
have no idea. 25 

Helen Eisner: When you've seen him go to the office, when was that? 26 

District Staffer: Before I left, I guess. I haven't seen him there since then. 27 

Helen Eisner: Okay. 28 

District Staffer: He hasn't...I mean I've only been here for 40 days. 29 
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Helen Eisner: Right. So I guess maybe focusing in that time period when you were regional 1 
director prior to leaving for your other post. How often would you see him go to 2 
the Digital Canal office? 3 

District Staffer: I've maybe seen him go there once. 4 

Helen Eisner: And do you know why he went on that occasion? 5 

District Staffer: No. I think that a guy has an office and he likes his office, you know, and so 6 
that's where he likes to...I don't think people like seven different offices. So no I 7 
think he just went to his office for whatever. 8 

Helen Eisner: Okay. So he has a personal office there? 9 

District Staffer: Mm-hmm (affirmative), yeah. 10 

Helen Eisner: Have you been to that office? 11 

District Staffer: I've seen it. I haven't been there for that I guess. 12 

Helen Eisner: So you been inside his personal office as part of Digital Canal? 13 

District Staffer: He has an office inside of Digital Canal that I've seen. I haven't been inside. 14 

Helen Eisner: So you've seen it from the outside. 15 

District Staffer: Yes. 16 

Helen Eisner: Got it. So you’ve been inside the Digital Canal offices, and seen that he has an 17 
office there? 18 

District Staffer: Yes, yes. 19 

Helen Eisner: Okay. And what was the reason that you were at Digital Canal? 20 

District Staffer: I think I was running over from the campaign office to talk with Ed or somebody. 21 
I don't know, this was four years ago. 22 

Helen Eisner: And how long ago was that when? 23 

District Staffer: Campaign 2014. 24 

Helen Eisner: 2014.  25 

District Staffer: Yeah. 26 

Helen Eisner: Okay. Have you been inside the Digital Canal offices since then? 27 
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District Staffer: Yes, but just if I'm picking up Rod or anything like that. So sometimes if we're 1 
leaving for a meeting. 2 

Helen Eisner: Okay. So you might pick him up from his office there. 3 

District Staffer: Just where he's at. Could be his house, could be his office, yeah. 4 

Helen Eisner: And is that picking him up by car? You're driving to the office, is that...just help 5 
me understand. Are you walking from the campaign office to that office? 6 

District Staffer: No, no typically, if I'm doing something official and he's going with, I'll just pick 7 
him up to go where we're going. 8 

Helen Eisner: Okay. 9 

District Staffer: So I'd leave the official office and then stop by there and pick him up and go. 10 

Helen Eisner: Okay. So when he's working in the district, like you said, people enjoy their 11 
offices. And correct me if I'm wrong here, you pick him up, he's conducting work 12 
at the Digital Canal office and then you might pick him up to go to an official 13 
event. 14 

District Staffer: That would maybe have happened once. 15 

Helen Eisner: Okay. 16 

District Staffer: I would say when he's in the district he's at home. I mean when he's not with me, 17 
because it's mostly weekends. If there's a longer period of time then that might be 18 
the case, but there hasn't been so I don't really know. 19 

Helen Eisner: Okay. Have you seen events related to Digital Canal or meetings related to 20 
Digital Canal on the schedule that you discussed earlier? 21 

District Staffer: No. 22 

Helen Eisner: Okay. What about meetings with Ed Graham? 23 

District Staffer: Hm-hmm (negative). 24 

Helen Eisner: You mentioned another individual that you know, I think you said Monty 25 
Alexander? 26 

District Staffer: Mm-hmm (affirmative). 27 

Helen Eisner: Who is Monty Alexander? 28 
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District Staffer: He's just a very active supporter of Rod's that I think has known Rod for a long 1 
time. So he will often be door knocking and stuff in the last two cycles, or the 2 
last one. Yeah two cycles I guess it's been. 3 

Helen Eisner: And you said they've known each other for a long time, do you know how long 4 
they've known each other? 5 

District Staffer: No. 6 

Helen Eisner: Do you know how they met? 7 

District Staffer: No. 8 

Helen Eisner: What is Mr. Alexander's role in Digital Canal? 9 

District Staffer: I don't know formally. I believe it's sales but that's my guess. No one's every told 10 
me that. 11 

Helen Eisner: And why do you think it's sales? 12 

District Staffer: He introduces himself as a salesman, but I can't say that that's his role. 13 

Helen Eisner: And again, as far as when he's introducing himself, in what context have you 14 
seen him introduce? 15 

District Staffer: Campaign. 16 

Helen Eisner: Campaign. 17 

Jeffrey Brown: You said a minute ago that you didn't think Representative Blum formally 18 
managed Digital Canal. Why did you phrase it like that? 19 

District Staffer: I'm using the word formally because I can't know that, like I don't know that. So I 20 
don't want to say, "Yes, he manages Digital Canal." Because I don't know that for 21 
sure. I have no idea. So I'm not trying to say that he manages it behind the scenes 22 
or anything like that if he doesn't manage it. No one's ever came out and said, 23 
"Congressman Blum is formally the manager of Digital Canal." So because of 24 
that I can't speculate on. 25 

Jeffrey Brown: Is there another individual who you would think was formally managing Digital 26 
Canal? 27 

District Staffer: Probably Ed. I mean that would be the assumption, but it's an assumption. Again 28 
no one's ever spelled it out. 29 

Helen Eisner: What about as far as sort of informally? What do you understand Congressman 30 
Blum's responsibilities to be for Digital Canal? 31 
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District Staffer: I have no idea, honestly. 1 

Helen Eisner: Do you know how successful of a business it is? 2 

District Staffer: Nope. I know nothing about it. 3 

Helen Eisner: What about who its clients are? 4 

District Staffer: I know they make architecture software or sell that, so I assume it's people who 5 
build things, but I don't know any of their clients that I know of. 6 

Helen Eisner: You mentioned earlier something about learning about another company in the 7 
news. 8 

District Staffer: Mm-hmm (affirmative). 9 

Helen Eisner: Was that Tin Moon? 10 

District Staffer: Yep. That's why I assume you were here. 11 

Helen Eisner: Well let's talk about Tin Moon. 12 

District Staffer: Sure. 13 

Helen Eisner: What is Tin Moon? 14 

District Staffer: I only know what you would know from the news I guess, but what I understand 15 
it to be from articles is a franchise of another larger reputation-management 16 
company. 17 

Helen Eisner: And let me just sort of break that apart. When you say the news, what news 18 
articles are you referring to? 19 

District Staffer: I think back in February or January someone sent me a bunch of articles saying, 20 
"hahaha, look at this." Because I was in the jungle. So I was like, "Oh, that's 21 
bad." So I looked at and then there was a "Bleeding Heartland" article that I 22 
thought actually was the most thorough but they're a very biased source against 23 
us. But I was like, "Oh, that's pretty thorough." So yeah, that's where I got most 24 
of my information on Tin Moon. 25 

Helen Eisner: Okay. 26 

District Staffer: Other than the media at large. 27 

Helen Eisner: Who was the individual who sent you those articles? 28 

District Staffer: I'd prefer not to say. It's personal. Total personal connection, nothing to do with 29 
anything Rod Blum. 30 
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Helen Eisner: So is it somebody who- 1 

District Staffer: A friend of mine from college. 2 

Helen Eisner: Okay, so not somebody who has worked for the Congressman? Or has worked 3 
for the Congressman's campaign? 4 

District Staffer: No. He was interested because I was interested, probably.  5 

Jeffrey Brown: And not somebody who works for a Representative Blum-affiliated entity? 6 

District Staffer: 100% disconnected from everything. It was just in the news and he knew I didn't 7 
get news, so he passed it along. 8 

Helen Eisner: Prior to that moment when you received those emails, what did you know about 9 
Tin Moon? 10 

District Staffer: Nothing. 11 

Helen Eisner: Okay. Do you know where it's based? 12 

District Staffer: Nope. 13 

Helen Eisner: Do you know who its employees are? 14 

District Staffer: No. According to the articles it doesn't have really any but that's just the articles. 15 

Helen Eisner: Okay. What is Representative Blum's relationship with Tin Moon? 16 

District Staffer: I have no idea. 17 

Helen Eisner: What conversations have you had with the Congressman about Tin Moon? 18 

District Staffer: None. 19 

Helen Eisner: What about with any other members of his staff? 20 

District Staffer: Zero conversation. 21 

Helen Eisner: What about with John Ferland? Any conversations with Mr. Ferland about Tin 22 
Moon? 23 

District Staffer: No. Hm-hmm (negative). 24 

Helen Eisner: What about conversations with Mr. Ferland about the articles that you mentioned 25 
earlier that appeared? 26 
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District Staffer: No. It was removed from when I was hired. It hadn't manifested into anything 1 
so... 2 

Helen Eisner: What was your reaction to the articles? 3 

District Staffer: I thought it was pretty laughable, the coverage. I was actually very disappointed 4 
with the Associated Press because I know people who used to work there. And so 5 
I shot it over to my friend who now lives in New York and I was like, "This is 6 
kind of odd reporting, it doesn't seem very thorough." Because I understood the 7 
article basically, Tin Moon's a franchise. It's really easy to incorporate a business 8 
in Iowa. It'd be very easy to forget about a business you incorporate that wasn't 9 
making any money.  10 

 For example, I have, technically I have an LLC that I incorporated two years ago 11 
for mini storage sheds. And would that be the first thing on my mind when I'm 12 
thinking about financial disclosures? Not at all. So, I was kind of like, well this is 13 
just a non-story, so I was really surprised that AP picked it up. Because they do 14 
have a good reputation. Mostly I thought it was a non-issue. 15 

Helen Eisner: You've mentioned a few times that Tin Moon is a franchise. What is it a franchise 16 
of? 17 

District Staffer: So "Bleeding Heartland," which I think is the most thorough one, and they're like 18 
a blog. But they called a bunch of people, it's really interesting. But I don't know 19 
what...they're just a franchise of a national reputation management. I think you 20 
would just buy a license and you can use this software to help sell to clients. I 21 
have no idea as far as the actual structures of it, but that's kind of how the article 22 
spelled it out. 23 

 So it'd be like, I don't know, if I wanted to open up a Dairy Queen in town, you 24 
just buy into the national franchise. And so I just believe that the license, 25 
according to the article, the license, it was bought in that year and then probably 26 
that's why it accrued a value. But it wasn't active, so that's why it wouldn't be 27 
something on someone's mind. 28 

Helen Eisner: Okay. That licensing sort of franchise piece, do you know any of the individuals 29 
who have been involved in the franchising or licensing related to Tin Moon? 30 

District Staffer: As far as here? No. I think on the article there's a link to two other people in the 31 
country that use the same software or whatever it is, have bought licenses, and so 32 
I clicked on that, but I have no idea what the involvement is here, who buys it or 33 
anything like that. 34 

Helen Eisner: Do you know who Tin Moon's clients are. 35 

District Staffer: No. The website for the article, again, said it's people who received reputation 36 
management, but I've never met any Tin Moon client.  37 
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Helen Eisner: Have you been to Tin Moon's website? 1 

District Staffer: I don't think so. I can't say for sure but I don't believe I have. 2 

Helen Eisner: Okay. What do you know about a photograph that appeared on Tin Moon's 3 
website? 4 

District Staffer: I know that Rod Blum's photograph showed up on the website if that's the one 5 
you're thinking of. 6 

Helen Eisner: Okay. And do you know why that happened? 7 

District Staffer: I have no idea but I don't think it was out of any malicious origin. I imagine, 8 
people around here probably just copy and paste things off Google when they're 9 
slapping together a website. That's just my speculation. I laugh because I can't 10 
believe that, it's just funny to me. But yeah. 11 

Helen Eisner: What conversations have you had with the Congressman about that picture that 12 
appeared on the website? 13 

District Staffer: None. I haven't talked about Tin Moon with Congressman Blum. 14 

Helen Eisner: Okay. What about with John Ferland? 15 

District Staffer: I haven't talked about Tin Moon with John Ferland. 16 

Helen Eisner: Okay. 17 

District Staffer: This is all my speculation in the jungle. I'm sitting here reading this in Guyana 18 
like, "Oh my gosh, this is hilarious" kind of thing. 19 

Helen Eisner: Okay. Eventually for calendar year 2016 there were some amendments to the 20 
Congressman's financial disclosure form. 21 

District Staffer: Okay. 22 

Helen Eisner: Were you involved in those amendments? 23 

District Staffer: No. 24 

Helen Eisner: Do you have any knowledge of those amendments outside of the news articles 25 
that you've read. 26 

District Staffer: I honestly don't know anything about his financial disclosure forms. I've never 27 
looked at them, I don't know if I have access to them, if they're public or not. 28 
Probably they are but I have no... 29 
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Helen Eisner: The Tin Moon website initially listed the Congressman as the CEO, the Chief 1 
Executive Officer, of Tin Moon. What can you tell us about that role that he 2 
played for Tin Moon? 3 

District Staffer: I can't. I don't know at all. 4 

Helen Eisner: Okay. 5 

District Staffer: I assume, based on the articles, that it wasn't an active role because it doesn't 6 
sound like the thing was up and running by any means. But I have no idea. Based 7 
on his schedule I don't think he could possibly have time to run a company. 8 

Jeffrey Brown: Why do you say that? 9 

District Staffer: He's very busy. I mean we schedule him pretty much every minute he's back in 10 
the district, so. Yeah, it's exhausting. And he comes back every weekend. 11 

Helen Eisner: Monty Alexander, that's somebody that we've talked about. He was involved in 12 
Digital Canal. What conversations have you had with Mr. Alexander about Tin 13 
Moon? 14 

District Staffer: None. 15 

Helen Eisner: Has he ever mentioned Tin Moon to you? 16 

District Staffer: No. 17 

Helen Eisner: He has sort of publicly stated in some postings that he's involved in the company. 18 

District Staffer: Okay. 19 

Helen Eisner: Do you have any type of reaction to that? 20 

District Staffer: No. I'm not surprised. Monty's a very active poster on Facebook. But I don't have 21 
any opinion of that. I don't care, honestly, about where people go to work. 22 

Helen Eisner: So Ed Graham is also involved, at least as far as the paperwork in Tin Moon. Is 23 
there a reason that these same people, Monty Alexander, Ed Graham, and the 24 
Congressman, all three individuals who we've talked about, have been involved 25 
in Digital Canal, so the other business that the Congressman is involved in. Why 26 
would Monty Alexander and Ed Graham also be involved in another business 27 
venture with the Congressman? 28 

District Staffer: I have no idea but I think when people do business together they trust the people 29 
they do business together. I have no idea what Monty's role, I mean I don't think 30 
it's...he's a sales guy as far as I know at Digital Canal. So other than what he's 31 
posting on Facebook, which I'm not a close follower of, yeah I don't think it's 32 
some conspiracy together to start a secret company or whatever the allegations 33 
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are. I think Rod's been involved in a number of businesses, and probably Ed has 1 
been involved in a number of those businesses, I'm guessing. So that probably 2 
would make sense. I mean if I was going to start a business I would probably 3 
start a business with people I started former businesses with, or who were 4 
involved in my previous businesses. 5 

Helen Eisner: So as we understand it, Tin Moon is based in that same office location that you 6 
described where Digital Canal is based, and where the campaign at least at some 7 
point in time had office space. 8 

District Staffer: Yeah, and the campaign was there for maybe a month, and then they got a 9 
different office space downtown here. 10 

Helen Eisner: Okay. 11 

District Staffer: And they were always separate. You know, there's doors. 12 

Helen Eisner: Let me ask you this. Have you picked up the Congressman at that office building 13 
in the time since you've been back? 14 

District Staffer: I don't know. I don't think so. Maybe once. Mostly I think we've left from his 15 
house. So I can't say for sure. 16 

Helen Eisner: Okay. When you have been to that building, have you seen any type of Tin Moon 17 
office space in that building? 18 

District Staffer: Hm-hmm (negative). 19 

Helen Eisner: No. Okay. Is it possible that the Congressman- 20 

District Staffer: I don't think Tin Moon exists on an operational way. I don't know, but I literally 21 
think it's just somebody bought a franchise license and then incorporated a 22 
business with the state. 23 

Helen Eisner: Okay. 24 

District Staffer: At least, from the coverage. I have no idea if they're more operational than they 25 
were back when the filing errors occurred, but I think it's like a 0.0001% of 26 
anything that's going on with his businesses or the businesses that he started or 27 
whatever. 28 

Helen Eisner: Okay. Tin Moon's website says that they have 11,000 clients. Do you know why 29 
it would say that? 30 

District Staffer: That's where "Bleeding Heartland" spelled out the franchise thing. So when you 31 
buy a franchise license, like McDonald's in Dubuque can say, "We've sold a 32 
billion hamburgers." Did McDonald's in Dubuque sell a billion hamburgers? No. 33 
But they are a franchisee or they have a license which gives them access to the 34 
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brand, where then you can say that "I've sold a billion hamburgers." I assume it's 1 
the same thing, where if you buy a franchise you're buying into this national or 2 
international product, and then you can claim, because it's the same thing, the 3 
clients of that brand. 4 

Helen Eisner: Okay. And what conversations have you had besides reading the "Bleeding 5 
Heartland" article about that, about the number of customers that is advertised on 6 
the website? 7 

District Staffer: I haven't had any. 8 

Helen Eisner: Okay. Let me show you a copy of the website. This is sort of an archived copy, 9 
pulled back from February 7, 2018, so it's possible that you were still out of the 10 
country. 11 

District Staffer: February 7, 2018? Yeah I was not here. 12 

Helen Eisner: Just so you can see that. Again this is Tin Moon's website pulled from February 13 
7, 2018. There is a picture on this first page. Do you know who that individual 14 
is? 15 

District Staffer: John Ferland. 16 

Helen Eisner: Okay. And the text says, "John Ferland representing Digital Canal Corporation." 17 

District Staffer: Mm-hmm (affirmative). 18 

Helen Eisner: What do you know about this video? 19 

District Staffer: Nothing other than, I don't believe that John works at all for Digital Canal 20 
Corporation. That's it. I don't know. 21 

Helen Eisner: Why does it say that he might be representing Digital Canal Corporation? 22 

District Staffer: I have no idea. 23 

Helen Eisner: Okay. 24 

District Staffer: But if it's a website I think anybody can put anything where they want it. I don't 25 
think John went in there and created a website with this video. That'd be a guess. 26 

Helen Eisner: What conversations have you had with John about this video? 27 

District Staffer: None. 28 

Jeffrey Brown: Why did you say that you don't think John represents Digital Canal? 29 

District Staffer: Because he doesn't work for them as far as I know. He's in Washington DC. 30 
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Helen Eisner: So why would this say he would be representing Digital Canal? 1 

District Staffer: Probably because somebody typed it on there? I don't know. I have no idea. 2 
Yeah, I just think it would be kind of a just slap together a website kind of, if you 3 
bought a franchise and you need to get something up and running, get a video up, 4 
"John can you help me with a video?" I have no idea. 5 

Helen Eisner: Okay. Have you seen any news coverage of the fact that this video appeared? 6 

District Staffer: Mm-hmm (affirmative), yeah. 7 

Helen Eisner: Okay. And what was your reaction to that coverage? 8 

District Staffer: Again I was laughing.  9 

Helen Eisner: Laughing why? 10 

District Staffer: Because I really don't think it's a significant concern. I think what the news wants 11 
people to think is that "John Ferland was paid millions of dollars to create a video 12 
in his free time for Congressman Blum, and that's a conspiracy, and we didn't 13 
report it." And I think in reality, probably it was like, oh someone ask John. "Hey 14 
John I need to make a testimonial video, I'm trying out this thing." "Okay." And 15 
that was probably the extent of the conversation or thought. Speculation, 16 
guessing. But I don't think it was some organized scheme. So that's why it's 17 
funny to me. Just making light of the obnoxiousness of the coverage on this 18 
story, and how I think it went down in my head, based on what I know of John 19 
Ferland or other people. 20 

Helen Eisner: What do you mean by that, what you know of John Ferland? 21 

District Staffer: Just, I think that they're very light-hearted people. I don't think that they...no one 22 
goes to work with a plan or a scheme, I don't think anyone's trying to make a 23 
million bucks, but he's a nice guy so if someone says, "I'm making a mock-up" or 24 
something like that, "Yeah, sure, no problem." If someone came up to me and 25 
said, "[District Staffer], I'm making a client testimonial for my project at school 26 
or my business, can you pretend to be a dramatized client?" "Okay, sure, no 27 
problem, I don't care." That would be the extent of the thought I would put into 28 
that. So that's what I anticipate John would have thought. 29 

Helen Eisner: To pretend to be a client of a company. 30 

District Staffer: Mm-hmm (affirmative). Just to make a testimonial. I don't think anything would 31 
have been spelled out, I can't imagine there'd be ten pages of contracts and 32 
saying, "You're going to have this script." I just say hey, there's the video, we 33 
need to make it, slap together a website. 34 

Helen Eisner: Okay. And would John have been paid to do that? 35 
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District Staffer: I have no idea but I doubt it. 1 

Helen Eisner: Okay. Has John participated in anything like this for other companies? 2 

District Staffer: I have no idea. 3 

Helen Eisner: Have you watched this video? 4 

District Staffer: I don't think so. Maybe. I don't remember. 5 

Helen Eisner: Okay. 6 

District Staffer: I watched a lot of videos about the coverage, I mean about the story, but I don't 7 
know if this was in that or not. 8 

Helen Eisner: Right. And when was it that you watched those videos on average? 9 

District Staffer: In the jungle, and whenever it broke. 10 

Helen Eisner: When you came back, was this an issue that you have had to speak to the press 11 
about? 12 

District Staffer: Hm-hmm (negative). 13 

Helen Eisner: Was it an issue that you raised with anyone in the office as far as your transition 14 
back into the office? 15 

District Staffer: Hm-hmm (negative). 16 

Helen Eisner: Have you ever been in a position where the Congressman asked you to perform 17 
for Digital Canal? 18 

District Staffer: No. 19 

Helen Eisner: How about for any of his outside business interests? 20 

District Staffer: Never. No he would never do that. 21 

Helen Eisner: Any why do you say that? 22 

District Staffer: That would be blatantly wrong. And we don't have time, frankly. I think that the 23 
congressional side of things is rather exhausting and I don't know how active Rod 24 
is in the businesses he associates with, but I think that he trusts the staff to 25 
operate them, or if they're managed. I have no idea, but no, Rod would never ask. 26 

Helen Eisner: How often do John Ferland and the Congressman communicate? 27 

District Staffer: Probably daily. 28 
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Helen Eisner: And is this the type of thing that Mr. Ferland would have told the Congressman, 1 
that if he participated in this type of video? 2 

District Staffer: I don't know. I don't know if, maybe if it wasn't given a lot of weight initially. 3 
Like I would not tell Rod Blum, "Hey I just did dramatized client testimonial" 4 
just out of the blue. Now that it came out, probably they had a conversation, but I 5 
don't know. I don't know. There's a lot going on in a day, so I couldn't tell you. 6 

Helen Eisner: What kind of relationship do Mr. Ferland and Ed Graham have? 7 

District Staffer: I think they have a very friendly relationship. Ed's a great guy. You know I see 8 
him in church, and genuine person. I think everyone around here knows each 9 
other's very humbly. I do this kind of bob kind of thing, because that's kind of 10 
Dubuque. Yes, it would have been not abnormal for them to have any sort of 11 
genuine relationship or friendship. I don't know though. 12 

Jeffrey Brown: I think you said on a couple of occasions, you know the Congressman's schedule 13 
is pretty packed. And I think you also said you either help with the schedule or 14 
you're certainly aware of the schedule. 15 

District Staffer: Right. 16 

Jeffrey Brown: Would the schedule list things that are not official side, not congressional? In 17 
other words, would it list personal events or business-related events? 18 

District Staffer: Hm-hmm (negative). 19 

Jeffrey Brown: So if you were looking at the schedule on any given day, would you be aware of 20 
what the Congressman is doing outside of- 21 

District Staffer: No. 22 

Jeffrey Brown: His official activities for the day? 23 

District Staffer: No, not my business, frankly. 24 

Jeffrey Brown: The way that you would come to know that is conversations about what he's 25 
doing before or after you see him? 26 

District Staffer: Yeah, but we probably wouldn't. I don't ask what he's doing at his house when I 27 
pick him up on Monday. 28 

Jeffrey Brown: But the schedule doesn't have his activities, his personal activities, that you have 29 
access to. 30 

District Staffer: No. No. Hm-hmm (negative). 31 

18-2049_0118



CONFIDENTIAL 

Subject to the Nondisclosure Provisions of H. Res. 895 of the 110th Congress as Amended 

Page 22 of 27 

 

Helen Eisner: Just to go back to your understanding that the relationship between Ed Graham 1 
and Mr. Ferland was friendly, where have you seen them interact? 2 

District Staffer: Just in the campaign season. Different functions. If there's a rally Ed's always 3 
supportive. Something like that. 4 

Helen Eisner: Have you seen Mr. Ferland at the Digital Canal offices? 5 

District Staffer: Never, hm-hmm (negative). 6 

Helen Eisner: What about in that campaign office that you mentioned? I know it was a short 7 
period of time. 8 

District Staffer: No, I was just...at that point I was like a volunteer, major or small volunteer, so I 9 
wasn't there 100% of the time. I wasn't ever on staff of the campaign. So I was 10 
just making calls, I never saw John. Not in that office. When we moved down 11 
here more toward the election, yeah, but that was summer of 2014. 12 

Helen Eisner: This video that we've been talking about was removed from the website.  13 

District Staffer: Mm-hmm (affirmative). 14 

Helen Eisner: Why was it removed? 15 

District Staffer: I have no idea, but probably because of the bad press. 16 

Helen Eisner: Okay. Has there continued to be bad press about this issue? 17 

District Staffer: I haven't heard about it since I've been back. 18 

Helen Eisner: Okay. And are you involved in press-related matters? 19 

District Staffer: Not really. I won't say formally because that's not a good word I guess, but we 20 
have a Communications Director, and so if there's something that I think needs 21 
press coverage I'll email her. If I think there's probably going to be a spin on 22 
something, like "Oh this is probably what they'll do, maybe pitch it this way" or 23 
something like that. But I don't write them, I don't release them. I don't have the 24 
media contacts. 25 

Helen Eisner: Okay. And who's that Communications Director? 26 

District Staffer: Alexah Rogge, in our Washington office. 27 

Helen Eisner: I'm going to take that back and move this other picture. This is a printout of a 28 
YouTube site. 29 

District Staffer: Mm-hmm (affirmative). 30 
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Helen Eisner: The user name for the creator of the YouTube account is Rod Blum. What do you 1 
know about this account? 2 

District Staffer: Nothing. 3 

Helen Eisner: Okay. Does the Congressman have a YouTube account? 4 

District Staffer: I think his campaign does, I don't know if his official office does or not. Probably 5 
we do. I don't know if he does personally, if this is him or if one of his employees 6 
operates his YouTube. I'm not sure. 7 

Helen Eisner: Okay. This video, the first video that's listed, so all the way to the left, that is 8 
titled "Tin Moon SEO" from one year ago, 269 views. Have you seen that video? 9 

District Staffer: Hm-hmm (negative). 10 

Helen Eisner: Okay. That's, sorry, just for the recording, that's a no. 11 

District Staffer: No. Yeah. 12 

Helen Eisner: And what coverage have you seen about this video? 13 

District Staffer: This video? None. 14 

Helen Eisner: None. 15 

District Staffer: Hm-hmm (negative). 16 

Helen Eisner: Okay. Do you know who the woman is in that video? 17 

District Staffer: I think her first name is Kristen but I don't know her last name. 18 

Helen Eisner: Okay. Where have you met her? 19 

District Staffer: Again, in campaign functions. I think she works at Digital Canal. 20 

 Oh no, she's on...there's a couple campaign commercials I think she's been on. 21 

Helen Eisner: Campaign commercials for the Congressman? 22 

District Staffer: Mm-hmm (affirmative). I think. 23 

Helen Eisner: So is she a volunteer for the campaign then? 24 

District Staffer: Maybe. I have no idea. Maybe she goes knocking, I don't know. 25 

Jeffrey Brown: But you said you think she's an employee at Digital Canal. 26 
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District Staffer: Mm-hmm (affirmative), yeah, I'm pretty sure. 1 

Helen Eisner: Okay, and why do you think that? 2 

District Staffer: We have a campaign commercial, I believe this is the one where, you have to 3 
look it up online, but a couple years back, maybe second election, so before that. 4 
I think she was in an ad about maternity leave, that she worked for Blum, and 5 
that he gave her extended maternity leave or something along those lines. So I 6 
believe in that video it talks about her being an employee of Rod's. 7 

Helen Eisner: And this is, so in the video, she talked about receiving maternity leave at Digital 8 
Canal? 9 

District Staffer: I think so. I don't remember if it mentions Digital Canal or not, but it says she's 10 
an employee of...I think that whole point of the video is to say that Rod's a good 11 
boss. It somehow draws that connection, I don't remember when or how? 12 

Helen Eisner: And approximately when was that video? 13 

District Staffer: It's either first campaign cycle or the second election? I'm sure it's still on 14 
YouTube. 15 

Helen Eisner: Okay. And besides that video, do you have any other basis for believing that she 16 
works for Digital Canal? 17 

District Staffer: No, I haven't seen her work there I guess, but I recognize her. I think her name is 18 
Kristen. 19 

Helen Eisner: Kristen. Do you know her last name? 20 

District Staffer: I don't, I don't. I'm not really good with names. 21 

Helen Eisner: Okay. Has she been involved...well when was the last time you saw her? 22 

District Staffer: I don't know. 23 

Helen Eisner: Are any other members of her family involved in the campaign? 24 

District Staffer: I don't know. I don't know. I think she's married, but I don't know who she's 25 
married to. I don't believe so. Typically I think, other than Monty, you know, 26 
coming over to make phone calls, there's like campaign life and typically the type 27 
of people that sell architectural software don't enjoy campaign life, so I don't 28 
think there's a huge amount of crossover. 29 

Helen Eisner: What about any other Digital Canal employees? We've talked about Monty, 30 
we've talked about Ed Graham, we've talked about this woman Kristen. Have you 31 
interacted with any other employees of Digital Canal? 32 
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District Staffer: I don't know any other ones that I can think of their names. I mean there's people 1 
in the office building that I've seen, or people come out and say "I work for 2 
Digital Canal" and stuff like that. 3 

Helen Eisner: Come out where and say that? 4 

District Staffer: To campaign functions. I mean obviously they're very supportive of their boss, 5 
he's a good guy to work for, and they like, "Oh I support Rod." I don't know if 6 
they've been to the offices, not on the official congressional side, but if they've 7 
been to the campaign offices or if there's a rally where the Governor's here in the 8 
evening. Yeah, it's probably common that one or two would show up. I don't 9 
know them beyond that. 10 

Helen Eisner: Okay. When was the last time you came across someone in that circumstance 11 
who identified themselves? 12 

District Staffer: Last election. 13 

Helen Eisner: Okay. 14 

District Staffer: I mean I've been gone for ten months, so I haven't done... 15 

Helen Eisner: The Congressman, he amended his financial disclosure form to talk about a 16 
financial interest in Tin Moon. Did you have any role in that amendment? 17 

District Staffer: Hm-hmm (negative). I, again, no involvement with financial disclosures. 18 

Helen Eisner: Okay. What about conversations with anyone in the office about that 19 
amendment? 20 

District Staffer: Frankly I didn't know what happened. But no I haven't had any conversations. 21 

Helen Eisner: Okay. Besides Digital Canal and Tin Moon, what other businesses is the 22 
Congressman involved in? 23 

District Staffer: I know he's former CEO of Eagle Point Software, I think he sold that. I think part 24 
of Digital Canal came from that, it's like a division. But other than those two I 25 
don't know of any. I've never looked up his name on the Secretary of State's 26 
website or anything to see what you could find there. So those two, I guess. 27 

Helen Eisner: Okay. What about any type of real estate investments? What real estate? 28 

District Staffer: He would mention that he's a real estate developer but I don't know anything 29 
about if those companies are active. Like if he was talking to someone who did 30 
real estate, "Oh yeah, I did real estate development." Or "I'm a developer." But I 31 
have no idea. 32 
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Helen Eisner: So that was in the campaign context when he would mention that, or where have 1 
you seen him mention that? 2 

District Staffer: Just like if I were to introduce myself with you all, and you said you're in real 3 
estate. "Oh yeah, I did real estate." Just very conversationally I guess. 4 

Helen Eisner: Okay. What do you know about the types of real estate that he has or is invested 5 
in. 6 

District Staffer: Nothing. 7 

Helen Eisner: There's a company, and I'm going to pronounce this incorrectly, so I will also 8 
spell it. But it's Salto de Fede. S-A-L-T-O D-E F-E-D-E. Do you know anything 9 
about that company? 10 

District Staffer: Hm-hmm (negative). Never heard of it, ever. 11 

Helen Eisner: Okay. What about, again, another mispronunciation, but bear with me. Doppio 12 
Giu, which is D-O-P-P-I-O G-I-U. Do you know that company? 13 

District Staffer: No. 14 

Helen Eisner: What about any other business interests with Ed Graham that the Congressman 15 
might be involved in? 16 

District Staffer: No, as far as I know Ed works at Digital Canal. 17 

Helen Eisner: Okay. Is Ed Graham involved in any of the real estate development that the 18 
Congressman has mentioned- 19 

District Staffer: I don't know anything about Rod's real estate development at all. I don't think, 20 
but that'd be just me guessing. 21 

Helen Eisner: Has he ever talked to you about any properties that he's invested in in Asbury, I 22 
might be pronouncing that incorrectly A-S-B-U-R-Y? 23 

District Staffer: Asbury, yeah. 24 

Helen Eisner: Asbury, Iowa. 25 

District Staffer: No. 26 

Helen Eisner: No. Okay. Sort of based on our conversation about Tin Moon, is there anything 27 
else that you think that we should know? 28 

District Staffer: I don't think there's anything that I know that you don't know from the media, so 29 
I think you have all the facts. I would probably emphasize that it's not really 30 
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a...I'm very surprised that people flew out here to come ask about that, to be quite 1 
frank. It's kind of really not a big thing, I don't think. But I don't know. 2 

Helen Eisner: At any point has anyone reached out to you to discuss our Office of 3 
Congressional Ethics review and this investigation? 4 

District Staffer: No. Hm-hmm (negative). 5 

Helen Eisner: Have you had any conversations with the Congressman about the investigation. 6 

District Staffer: No. 7 

Helen Eisner: What about with John Ferland? 8 

District Staffer: No. 9 

Helen Eisner: Have any attorneys reached out to you to talk about the investigation? 10 

District Staffer: No.  11 

Helen Eisner: Okay. Is there anyone else that you've communicated with about the fact that we 12 
were coming out here to talk to you? 13 

District Staffer: Maybe a personal friend, just saying, "Hey, I've got to go meet with lawyers this 14 
morning about some stupid thing." But that's about it. 15 

Helen Eisner: A personal friend who's connected to the Congressman? 16 

District Staffer: No connection. 17 

Helen Eisner: Okay.  Do you have any other questions? 18 

 Okay, I think we're going to go ahead and stop the recording. 19 

District Staffer: Okay. 20 
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From: Todd McCally ] 
Sent: Tuesday, February 20, 2018 2:07 PM
To: egraham@
Subject: Re: Discussion next week ...
 
Hi Ed,
 
Is now still a good time?
 
Thanks,
Todd McCally

Todd@
 

From: Ed Graham
Date: Friday, February 16, 2018 at 3:30 PM
To: Todd McCally
Subject: RE: Discussion next week ...
 
Sounds good Todd. I will call you then.
 

From: Todd McCally ] 
Sent: Friday, February 16, 2018 3:18 PM
To: egraham@
Subject: Re: Discussion next week ...
 
Ed,
 
I misspoke, let’s do Tuesday at 2pm!
 
Thanks,
Todd McCally

Todd@
 

From: Ed Graham
Date: Friday, February 16, 2018 at 2:34 PM
To: Todd McCally, Todd McCally
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Subject: Discussion next week ...
 
Hi Todd,

Long time – hope you and your family are all well and business is prosperous.

Is it possible to chat for 10 or 15 minutes maybe after 2:00 on Tuesday or Wednesday afternoon or
even after 5:00 if it’s better for you?  Here are the items I would like to talk about:

- Maybe having you oversee a new PPC for us – discuss the setup, our cost …
- We are close on the two new websites – just an update as the SEO will be placed soon then.
- Hiring a SEO and Rep Management sales person in Dallas that could work for both of us. Would you
entertain splitting this (cost and revenues) somehow? Deep water in Dallas is my thinking. If we want
to float a battleship the water has to be deep and Iowa is a dingy hence the idea. 

The team is kicking in our Tin Moon Optimization next week so that’s exciting. Have a good
weekend.

Thanks, Todd.

Ed
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Transcript of Tin Moon Video  

“John Ferland Representing Digital Canal Corporation” 
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John Ferland: We’re a small company, especially small relative to our competition. Our top 1 
competitors were on page one of Google and Bing when prospects were 2 
searching for our products.  It was obvious that we needed to compete with the 3 
sales leads that our competition was getting. We thought that pay per click ad 4 
campaigns with Google and Bing were our only option for trying to keep up with 5 
our competitors, even though our products are much better. We heard about Tin 6 
Moon Labs and their guarantee to get us on page one of the search engines. Since 7 
we had nothing to lose with Tin Moon’s money back guarantee, we tried it. And 8 
now we’re on page one with our competition, and getting the same visibility they 9 
are. Tin Moon is now saving us thousands of dollars every month, keeping our 10 
traffic and leads higher than the pay per click ads were producing. Tin Moon has 11 
enabled our company to reduce our marketing investment while actually gaining 12 
more traffic and sales leads. From one business owner to another, I suggest you 13 
take a look at Tin Moon. 14 
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Transcript of “rodblum” YouTube Channel Video 

“Tin Moon SEO” 

Uploaded August 29, 2016 
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Kristin W.: We are a small company, especially small relative to our competition. Our top 1 
competitors were on page one on Google and Bing when prospects were 2 
searching for our products.  It was obvious we needed to compete for the sales 3 
leads that our competition was getting. We thought that pay per click ad 4 
campaigns from Google and Bing were our only option in trying to keep up with 5 
our competitors, even though our products are better. We heard about Tin Moon 6 
Labs and their guarantee to get us on page one of the search engines. Since we 7 
had nothing to lose with Tin Moon’s money back guarantee, we tried it. And now 8 
we are on page one with our competition, and getting the same visibility they are. 9 
Tin Moon is now saving us thousands of dollars every month, to keeping our 10 
traffic and leads higher than the pay per click ads were producing. Tin Moon has 11 
enabled our company to reduce our marketing investment while actually gaining 12 
more traffic and sales leads. They monitor internet performance more closely 13 
than we do to make sure we stay on page one.  14 
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