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Campaign Chairman: Yes. I've attended those since Bill was elected. 1 

Sean Quinn: Okay. And then just quickly, so we've got Boston and Mackinac. Did you 2 
bring your family to Boston? 3 

Campaign Chairman: No. 4 

Sean Quinn: Okay. Did you bring your family to Mackinac? 5 

Campaign Chairman: My wife accompanied me. 6 

Sean Quinn: Okay. Is your wife Liza? Lisa? 7 

Campaign Chairman: Liza. 8 

Sean Quinn: And do you have any children? 9 

Campaign Chairman: Yes. 10 

Sean Quinn: How many children do you have? 11 

Campaign Chairman: I've got two and she's got two, so together we've got four. 12 

Sean Quinn: Got you. Good math. It's about the limit of my math skills. Okay. Let's 13 
see. I am going to assume you're pretty close to the congressman given 14 
that you're his brother. Can you describe your relationship with Jon 15 
Dewitt?  16 

Campaign Chairman: I would consider him a friend and a colleague. First met him working on 17 
campaigns. 18 

Sean Quinn: And met him working on Representative Huizenga's campaign?  19 

Campaign Chairman: Probably going back to Pete Hoekstra days. 20 

Sean Quinn: Okay. And am I right? Representative Huizenga worked for Pete 21 
Hoekstra? 22 

Campaign Chairman: Correct. 23 

Sean Quinn: And then also was it Matt's father, Matt Kooiman's father worked for 24 
Hoekstra also? 25 

Campaign Chairman: I don't know that. 26 
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Sean Quinn: Okay.  1 

Campaign Chairman: Matt Kooiman's father was a state representative. 2 

Sean Quinn: Okay. So in your work for the campaign, do you report to anybody? 3 

Campaign Chairman: It's sort of a committee structure between Bill, Jon, Matt, and myself.  4 

Sean Quinn: How would you describe Jon's role in the campaign? 5 

Campaign Chairman: Jon's primarily a person in DC. There's robust fundraising that goes on 6 
there. He's the contact person when we have any questions that need to be 7 
run through ethics. Jon is through his work with Congressman Hoekstra is 8 
very knowledgeable about the district and is obviously an important part 9 
of the team.  10 

Sean Quinn: So you mentioned for Jon that he's your point of contact when you need to 11 
run something like an ethical issue or do an ethics check. What sorts of 12 
things have you run by Jon in that way? 13 

Campaign Chairman: Well for instance, the Disney trip. 14 

Sean Quinn: Oh. And what about the Disney trip did you talk with Jon? 15 

Campaign Chairman: Just wanted to make sure that that passed on any ethical questions that 16 
might have been there. 17 

Sean Quinn: Okay. And you didn't go on the Disney trip though, right? 18 

Campaign Chairman: No. 19 

Sean Quinn: So for you, how did the Disney trip come up? 20 

Campaign Chairman: I just knew it was coming up and knew family would be involved, so I just 21 
wanted to make sure, just ask the questions. Part of my role is if I see 22 
something, I like to ask questions and... 23 

Sean Quinn: Gotcha. And what was your concern about the Disney trip? 24 

Campaign Chairman: The family being involved and is that appropriate. 25 

Sean Quinn: And when was this? 26 

Campaign Chairman: I don't recall specifically.  27 
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Sean Quinn: Was it the last Disney trip? I think it was 2018 was the last trip. 1 

Campaign Chairman: I don't recall.  2 

Sean Quinn: And can you describe that conversation? Was it just a single conversation 3 
or... 4 

Campaign Chairman: Yeah. 5 

Sean Quinn: Okay.  6 

Campaign Chairman: Just simple question, is somebody looking at this on an ethics side? 7 

Sean Quinn: And what did Jon say? 8 

Campaign Chairman: Yeah. That it was part of the joint fundraising committee. 9 

Sean Quinn: And for that event, why did people bring their families on the Disney trip? 10 

Campaign Chairman: That I don't know. 11 

Omar Ashmawy: Was your concern that the congressman was bringing his family or was it 12 
something else? 13 

Campaign Chairman: That anybody was bringing their family. So I was just asking a question. 14 
Not really saying whether they should or shouldn't but just from 15 
appearances has somebody signed off on this? 16 

Sean Quinn: And do you mean Jim signed off on it? I’m sorry, I mean Jon signed off 17 
on it, or did Jon that he did have it checked out? 18 

Campaign Chairman: He did have it checked out. 19 

Sean Quinn: And do you know who he had it checked out with? 20 

Campaign Chairman: No I don't. 21 

Sean Quinn: I’d like to just try for a minute to figure out when that happened. Do you 22 
think it was more than a year ago? 23 

Campaign Chairman: Probably. 24 

Sean Quinn: So not likely for the 2018 trip, but maybe 2016 or 2017? 25 
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Campaign Chairman: That would be my best guess. I think the first time it came up whenever 1 
that is. 2 

Sean Quinn: Okay. So you think it might have been just the first Disney trip that 3 
everybody took? Do you know of any other campaign trips where 4 
everybody brings their family? 5 

Campaign Chairman: I've not attended, so I don't really know. 6 

Sean Quinn: Any other kind of similar conversations or other similar concerns, not 7 
necessarily just the family, but sort of an ethics check conversation you 8 
ever had with Jon? 9 

Campaign Chairman: I wouldn't necessarily say ethics check but just making sure that if he 10 
could direct me on pieces or anything like that that meets our requirements 11 
because things can change periodically. 12 

Sean Quinn: Yeah. Right. The rules are in flux and complicated sometimes. Anything 13 
else that you can think of? 14 

Campaign Chairman: No.  15 

Sean Quinn: Okay. So we talked about the compensated campaign staff, Brian, Matt. 16 
How were they compensated? 17 

Campaign Chairman: With a monthly stipend. 18 

Sean Quinn: And so that's basically like a salaried position? 19 

Campaign Chairman: Correct. 20 

Sean Quinn: And does that change based on the season? Are they all- 21 

Campaign Chairman: Correct. 22 

Sean Quinn: It does. Can you give me an idea of how that changes? 23 

Campaign Chairman: No hard-fast rule there. 24 

Sean Quinn: You just negotiate it every campaign season? 25 

Campaign Chairman: Correct. We're also sort of in a world of campaigns never stop too, it's a 26 
little different landscape than in 2009. 27 
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Sean Quinn: Right. Maybe, can you expand on that just a little bit? So would you say, 1 
just in general, you're more busy these days? Throughout the Congress, 2 
you're working on the campaign? 3 

Campaign Chairman: Yeah. The other issue with that, it's a rather large district. It's Ottawa, 4 
Muskegon, Newaygo, Oceana, parts of Mason, all the Lake, parts of Kent 5 
County. And we try to have somebody from the team at every county 6 
Lincoln Day Dinner, as many meetings as possible. The brat fries, the- 7 

Sean Quinn: Tulip Time? 8 

Campaign Chairman: All the parades. So we're covering a lot a territory, and try to have people 9 
there as much as possible. That's one of the roles I have.  10 

Sean Quinn: Okay. And, who are the primary folks that are making that contact 11 
throughout the district? 12 

Campaign Chairman: Matt, Boomer to a certain degree, and myself.  13 

Sean Quinn: So to the extent, you're far-flung around the district. It's mostly you, Matt 14 
and Boomer? 15 

Campaign Chairman: Primarily, yeah. What do they say, “We've had a lot of chicken dinners.”  16 

Sean Quinn: Let's see. Let's talk a little bit more about that specifically, the travel 17 
around the district. Matt talked us through a lot of his work throughout the 18 
week, and how he is on the road most days. Is that the same for you? 19 

Campaign Chairman: Correct, but probably not as much as Matt does.  20 

Sean Quinn: And so is most of your travel within the district? 21 

Campaign Chairman: Most of it, correct. State conventions are held in Lansing, in Detroit. But 22 
basically, most of my travels are within district.  23 

Sean Quinn: Can you maybe take me through a typical week, and just focus on where 24 
you're going, and travel. Or, feel free to tell me if there's not a typical 25 
week. 26 

Campaign Chairman: There's probably not a typical week. A Poli-sci professor at Hope College 27 
that helps out with the Ottawa County GOP has a saying that campaigns 28 
run in cycles of two. Two years out, two months out, two weeks out, two 29 
days out. And how incrementally, speed increases as you are at those 30 
twos.  31 
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Sean Quinn: Things are ramping up at every two? Got you.  1 

 Let's say on, let's start with to the extent of there is an off season anymore 2 
in a normal week. How often are you on the road? 3 

Campaign Chairman: Since I live in Ottawa County and I'm involved in Ottawa County GOP, I 4 
can attend anything that is happening with them. It's more probably three 5 
or four times a month, at least.  6 

Sean Quinn: And then, forgive me, my Michigan geography is not the best. Are there 7 
two campaign offices? Sorry, two official offices? 8 

Campaign Chairman: Correct.  9 

Sean Quinn: Remind me of where those are. 10 

Campaign Chairman: The primary official office is in Grandville. And there's a secondary office 11 
where they hold meetings by appointment in Grand Haven. 12 

Sean Quinn: Grand Haven, Okay. 13 

 And do you have campaign space? Office space? 14 

Campaign Chairman: We just gave up our campaign space a couple of months ago. We had been 15 
using office space but with smart phones, and all the rest of that. Found it 16 
a lot cheaper to just buy a storage facility for signs and everything, and 17 
then we just, everybody meets virtually. 18 

Sean Quinn: Where was that office space you were renting? 19 

Campaign Chairman: I believe the street address was 5 State Street in Zeeland, but we always 20 
went with a post office box. We never actually use the street address. 21 

Sean Quinn: But Zealand. And then, Ottawa County is north of here? 22 

Campaign Chairman: West of here. 23 

Sean Quinn: West of here. And about how far is that? 24 

Campaign Chairman: Pretty much once you get outside of Grand Rapids to the west, you're 25 
pretty much in Ottawa County. And then, that runs all the way to Lake 26 
Michigan. 27 

Sean Quinn: So you were talking about the off season, a typical week, you're driving 28 
how often? 29 
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Campaign Chairman: I couldn't really tell you, because I wouldn't say that there's a typical week 1 
or whatever. But, any campaign-related mileages are put in as a 2 
reimbursement, which is on file with the FEC. 3 

Sean Quinn: Maybe I'll just talk a little bit about that. How do you keep track of your 4 
miles? 5 

Campaign Chairman: Google Maps. And I just keep a log which I transfer to a form that PDS 6 
has, that we submit for reimbursement.  7 

Sean Quinn: When you say you use Google Maps too, so you're traveling on a given 8 
day- 9 

Campaign Chairman: Where do I start, where do I go, and how do I get home again. 10 

Sean Quinn: And so, you'll just look that up on Google Maps and add up the mileage? 11 

Campaign Chairman: Uh-huh (affirmative). 12 

Sean Quinn: And do you do that every day? 13 

Campaign Chairman: I've got a app for my real estate business, which has a built-in GPS 14 
system. I do that every day. For the campaign stuff, it's just when I'm 15 
doing something campaign-related, I do that manually. 16 

Sean Quinn: So on a day that you're traveling for the campaign, you'll finish your day, 17 
write down where you were, and then add up your mileage? 18 

Campaign Chairman: Correct.  19 

Sean Quinn: I'm assuming you don't submit the reimbursements immediately or every 20 
time you travel? 21 

Campaign Chairman: Correct.  22 

Sean Quinn: What's your standard time period? 23 

Campaign Chairman: If I've got a certain amount that it's worth reporting. Outside of campaign 24 
season, it might be monthly or sort a out of season, I recently did one and 25 
it was over several months because it was post-election. 26 

Sean Quinn: Let's just say it's been a month, and you racked up miles, and you get to 27 
the point where you're going to report it. Where have you been keeping 28 
track of that month, do you have like a single piece of paper that you're 29 
writing on? 30 
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Campaign Chairman: I keep all my appointments on a calendar.  1 

Sean Quinn: So you'll go back to that calendar and reconstruct your travel. 2 

Campaign Chairman: Correct. 3 

Sean Quinn: How did you develop that system? Just trial and error, just what worked 4 
for you, or did somebody- 5 

Campaign Chairman: How else would you do that, I guess would be my question. 6 

Sean Quinn: Well sometimes, there might be like a training that you went to, and they 7 
said, "A good way to keep track of your mileage is to use your Outlook 8 
calendar", or it's just your personal system or does everybody use that 9 
system? 10 

Campaign Chairman: That's my personal system. 11 

Sean Quinn: So there is no office policy about how to keep track of your mileage? 12 

Campaign Chairman: No.  13 

Sean Quinn: Do you know how other people keep track of their mileage? 14 

Campaign Chairman: No.  15 

Sean Quinn: For the campaign, I know you submit your reimbursements, do you have 16 
any role overseeing other people's mileage reimbursements? 17 

Campaign Chairman: Not formally. When Ron was handling reimbursements, he would just tell 18 
us what the mileage reimbursement was, and then he would double-check 19 
the math and calculate it with PDS' system, the form. But any other 20 
reimbursements, we require receipts. Not necessarily a lot of that. So if 21 
you saw an outlier, that's one thing, but that's about it.  22 

Sean Quinn: No general audits of people's mileage usage, or expense reimbursements? 23 

Campaign Chairman: No.  24 

Sean Quinn: And I should have said this from when we were starting, but if at any 25 
point, you want to take a break, you need five minutes here or there, just 26 
let me know.  27 

Campaign Chairman: Okay. 28 
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Sean Quinn: Are you doing all right? 1 

Campaign Chairman: Sure.  2 

Sean Quinn: Okay.  3 

Campaign Chairman: I might need more water though. 4 

Sean Quinn: Yeah, that's fine too. Yeah actually, if you want to grab some water... 5 

 So you were saying that you’ve never really done any audits of mileage or 6 
expense reimbursements. Do you know if Ron did anything like that? 7 

Campaign Chairman: No, I don't know.  8 

Sean Quinn: And then, can you give me in comparison to Matt and Boomer, how does 9 
your mileage compare to theirs? I think you said Matt probably drives 10 
more than you do? 11 

Campaign Chairman: Right. 12 

Sean Quinn: How about Boomer? 13 

Campaign Chairman: I can't really answer that. I haven't really compared that directly, so not 14 
that I could answer.  15 

Sean Quinn: But you know Matt does just from your general sense of he's on the road a 16 
lot. 17 

 Anybody else- 18 

Campaign Chairman: That's not to say that Boomer isn't on the road a lot too. He covers things 19 
in Oceana County occasionally, and we rotate that stuff around.  20 

Sean Quinn: How about other folks either in the district official office, or work on the 21 
campaign, I think there's either seven or eight district official employees in 22 
the district offices, is that right? 23 

Campaign Chairman: I'm not too involved with official district stuff. So I couldn't answer that 24 
for you. 25 

Sean Quinn: How about Heather? Is Heather driving with any frequency? 26 

Campaign Chairman: Yes, I would say she drives as part of the function of fundraising.  27 
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Sean Quinn: And how often is Heather doing fundraising activity? 1 

Campaign Chairman: Dependent on Bill's schedule and availability. So, that's been a little light 2 
lately.  3 

Sean Quinn: Are there particular times you can think of when it was pretty heavy, or 4 
you can imagine Heather was traveling a lot? 5 

Campaign Chairman: No. 6 

Sean Quinn: And just so I know where everybody is based. You're in Ottawa County 7 
right? 8 

Campaign Chairman: Correct. 9 

Sean Quinn: And most of the time, when you're driving, are you coming from home? 10 

Campaign Chairman: Correct. Or else from my office, which is in Holland too.  11 

Sean Quinn: And then, how about Matt? Where is he based? 12 

Campaign Chairman: I think he lives in Kentwood, I believe. Kentwood or Wyoming. 13 

Sean Quinn: And then- 14 

Campaign Chairman: I've never been to his house. 15 

Sean Quinn: And how about Boomer? 16 

Campaign Chairman: I believe he's Kentwood-Wyoming area too.  17 

Sean Quinn: And Heather? 18 

Campaign Chairman: She's in Muskegon area. I'm not sure if that's Norton Shores or... 19 

Sean Quinn: Muskegon. And how does everybody get around? Are you using a 20 
personal vehicle? 21 

Campaign Chairman: Correct. 22 

Sean Quinn: Okay. And is that true for Matt and Boomer and Heather? 23 

Campaign Chairman: Correct. 24 
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Sean Quinn: And so, when Ron was working for the campaign, you would submit your 1 
mileage reimbursements to him. And now, it's Paul? 2 

Campaign Chairman: Correct. 3 

Sean Quinn: And I think, did you say Paul has a form that you fill out? 4 

Campaign Chairman: Mm-hmm (affirmative) 5 

Sean Quinn: Did Ron have anything like that? 6 

Campaign Chairman: No.  7 

Sean Quinn: So how did you do it for Ron? 8 

Campaign Chairman: Put it on Word document and print it, and give it to him.  9 

Sean Quinn: I think, I know, Matt was telling us something yesterday about the 10 
campaign van. When did you guys buy the van? 11 

Campaign Chairman: Up there didn't know. Summer of 2018 I guess. Yeah, it was last cycle.  12 

Sean Quinn: Has the van been an asset for that? 13 

Campaign Chairman: Definitely.  14 

Sean Quinn: How so? 15 

Campaign Chairman: With a big district, a lot of rural area, we're always moving 4' x 8' signs. 16 
None of us own a pickup truck or anything like that. So we tried leasing, 17 
but we couldn't find anybody that wanted to lease it for our purposes, 18 
because it was short-term. We were thinking to short-term. And we 19 
wanted to wrap the van, were you forwarded photos of this van? 20 

Sean Quinn: I have seen the van, yeah. 21 

Campaign Chairman: So what else, it does double-duty as parade-vehicle, because it's so 22 
obnoxiously decorated. It's very noticeable. But when we are putting up 4' 23 
x 8's, we have to have steel stakes, the signs 4' x 8', got to have tools in the 24 
truck to be able to do it. This van has two seats to it, and it was originally a 25 
plumber's truck, I believe. So it's got like this heavy-duty suspension that 26 
feels like you're bouncing around in a tank when you're driving it. But it's 27 
very noticeable when it's out and around in the district. Sometimes we take 28 
it to public events, where Bill is going to be just parking at conspicuous 29 
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spot. I think we paid $9,000 or something like that. I can't even remember 1 
exactly what we paid for it, but it's still running. 2 

Sean Quinn: That's pretty good. So you use it mostly in the campaign season. What do 3 
you do with it when you're not?  4 

Campaign Chairman: We have sort of a storage facility. And we got it in covered-facility to 5 
protect the wrap that was done on it. And if we need it for something in 6 
particular, we get the insurance put back on temporarily before we take it 7 
out. Like I said, it's been used for parades, or for a public event that a 8 
congressman might be at. 9 

Sean Quinn: Okay, so you don't keep insurance on the car when you're in the off 10 
season? 11 

Campaign Chairman: Well when it's in storage, no. But if it's coming out of the garage, it's going 12 
to have insurance.  13 

Sean Quinn: What's the van's dormancy period? How long does it stay in storage? 14 

Campaign Chairman: We just got it last year, so it's . . . time flies when you're having fun. So, 15 
we got in 2018 so it's tough, we haven't even had it a full year yet so it's 16 
getting a little tough to say. But you know it was probably – well before 17 
we moved out of the office space, we hadn’t seen it. We just had it parked 18 
behind the office and since we've moved into storage I think we've only 19 
had it out one time. 20 

Sean Quinn: I saw at some point in some of the emails that the, that the congressman 21 
produced to us that you guys were thinking about trying to park it kind of 22 
in a prominent place maybe instead of storage but just to keep it in the 23 
public eye. Did you end up doing that? 24 

Campaign Chairman: No. 25 

Sean Quinn: You just put it in storage? 26 

Campaign Chairman: Mm-hmm (affirmative). 27 

Sean Quinn: And why did you do that? 28 

Campaign Chairman: Security of the vehicle for one thing. 29 

Sean Quinn: Who gets credit for coming up with the van idea? 30 
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Campaign Chairman: Kind of the committee. We had the need and we're trying to figure out the 1 
best way to satisfy the need of how are we going to get these four by 2 
eights all over the place. Because it's always been a struggle. We've 3 
borrowed trucks in the past. It just was always something and just there 4 
are certain things in life you need a truck for. We seem to have enough of 5 
those events that it could justify that. 6 

 Well, I guess, that that's when we looked at trying to lease. I talked to a 7 
couple of car dealerships that we've got good relationships with and we've 8 
gotten parade vehicles from in the past and couldn't put anything together 9 
on that. And then Bill and I frankly were headed to Allendale for 10 
something and we're going down 48th Avenue, and came across this lot 11 
where there was nothing but service vans. 12 

Sean Quinn: So took a detour and ended up with a new car? 13 

Campaign Chairman: Yeah. 14 

Sean Quinn: Well, used car. 15 

Campaign Chairman: A very used car, but serves our purposes. 16 

Sean Quinn: Who, who uses the van the most? Is it Matt, that's normally wrangling 17 
signs or... 18 

Campaign Chairman: Well, probably uses it the most would be these college kids we hire at 19 
campaign season, to go put signs up from here to Baldwin to Luddington 20 
to Muskegon to wherever. 21 

Sean Quinn: Got you. With everybody driving around so much. Have you ever used the 22 
van just for general travel? 23 

Campaign Chairman: No. 24 

Sean Quinn: No. Okay. And why is that? 25 

Campaign Chairman: That's probably not a good idea, and it's not a desirable van to be traveling 26 
in. 27 

Sean Quinn: Okay, don't feel like driving a tank all the way... 28 

Campaign Chairman: Yeah. 29 

Sean Quinn: ... everywhere. 30 
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Campaign Chairman: It wouldn't be appropriate either. 1 

Sean Quinn: Why is that? 2 

Campaign Chairman: Because it's a campaign vehicle. 3 

Sean Quinn: But I mean for campaign work, have you ever thought about for campaign 4 
travel? Like during the year. 5 

Campaign Chairman: Only if there was a benefit in parking in a prominent location at an event. 6 

Sean Quinn: Just too big of a pain to deal with for everyday travel? 7 

Campaign Chairman: Well, because there's only one other seat in it. 8 

Sean Quinn: Okay. Do any other questions about travel or... 9 

Omar Ashmawy: No. 10 

Sean Quinn: Okay, let's talk about... Can you tell me about the Art Prize event 11 
fundraiser? 12 

Campaign Chairman: Sure. 13 

Sean Quinn: Just what's the event kind of? Is it a yearly thing? Kind of just generally 14 
talk about it, not going to ask specifics. 15 

Campaign Chairman: You're not familiar with that at all? 16 

Sean Quinn: Art Prize? 17 

Campaign Chairman: Yeah. 18 

Sean Quinn: No, no, no, no. 19 

Campaign Chairman: Okay. It has become an annual event, it's probably the biggest thing that 20 
happens in city of Grand Rapids over about a two week period. Art 21 
installations and just all over the city, primarily downtown of course. But 22 
it's just a cultural event. It's just, it's tough to explain it if you haven't seen 23 
it. Tens of thousands, if not hundreds of thousands of people come into 24 
downtown over two weeks. Art Prize promotes engagement with people, 25 
by with apps, there's people going around, they can vote on their favorite 26 
pieces, so it kind of encourages people to get out and be around. 27 
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 It gets heavy media attention. Very heavy media attention. Community 1 
leaders are involved with this. Corporations will use it to have events and 2 
bring people in and it's quite a big event. 3 

Sean Quinn: Okay. And so you said it's over a two week period? 4 

Campaign Chairman: Mm-hmm (affirmative). 5 

Sean Quinn: Okay. 6 

Campaign Chairman: Well approximately. I don't know if it's 10 days or two weeks. 7 

Sean Quinn: Right. Got you. 8 

Campaign Chairman: I don't want to mislead you on anything. 9 

Sean Quinn: No, no, I won't hold you to exact days. 10 

 Is there a culmination of the... Do they award some winner? 11 

Campaign Chairman: Correct. Yeah, and it's like six figures for the winner. 12 

Sean Quinn: Oh, wow, really. 13 

Campaign Chairman: I mean this is a very major deal. This is... 14 

Sean Quinn: I need to get into the art business. 15 

Campaign Chairman: ... and this year they've switched the format to instead of hundreds of 16 
artists, it's going to be a select group of artists with more, a smaller set 17 
pieces and then it's going to encourage people to explore those pieces of it 18 
more thoroughly. 19 

 But it's just, that this is the first year they're doing a little bit different, but 20 
it's been an annual thing for about 10 years I think. I think where it's just 21 
been these art installations all over the city and some of are large pieces in 22 
the Grand River and big visual things in public squares and you know, that 23 
sort of thing. There's a lot of people there, and it's a place to be seen. 24 

Sean Quinn: Interesting. I'll have to come back to Grand Rapids for that. 25 

Campaign Chairman: A lot of people do. 26 

Sean Quinn: Is it the same time every year? 27 
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Campaign Chairman: Yeah, September. 1 

Sean Quinn: September. Beginning of September, end of September? 2 

Campaign Chairman: Towards the end of September. 3 

Sean Quinn: So it draws a lot of people. Other than just kind of walking around and 4 
enjoying the art, are there other like specific events that either you go to or 5 
that are kind of centered around Art Prize? 6 

Campaign Chairman: Like I said, sometimes corporations will, might have a reception or an 7 
open house because it's people walking and it's a very mobile kind of 8 
thing. 9 

Sean Quinn: Got you. Do you guys ever use it as a campaign event? 10 

Campaign Chairman: Now let's, we did when brought Bill down for dinner. It was, when we... 11 
This is the dinner that seems to have gotten some attention here, but this 12 
was about six weeks from election day and a very heavy schedule from 13 
lots of events that were happening. But that particular day we did not have 14 
a hard event on the schedule but we knew Art Prize was going on and, but 15 
overall around that, it's parades and you know, we rally, we were 16 
supporting a Republican Senate candidate that cycle. 17 

 Did a rally for her in Coopersville. A tailgate with college Republicans at 18 
Grand Valley, I mean we were, you get into that, like I was saying- 19 

Sean Quinn: Right. 20 

Campaign Chairman: ... that finally two months, it's the vortex starts moving. 21 

Sean Quinn: Right. 22 

Campaign Chairman: So figured at Art Prize, huge crowds, lots of media. Bill's very 23 
recognizable and accessible. Let's just get downtown and walk around and 24 
meet some folks. 25 

Sean Quinn: Right. Since you brought it up, let's talk about the dinner a little bit. 26 

 Don't worry, I was going to bring it up so it's not, not all on you. 27 

Campaign Chairman: I kind of figured. 28 

Sean Quinn: Can you describe that dinner for me? You said you didn't have like a hard 29 
event that day planned. How did the dinner come about? 30 
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Campaign Chairman: Just we wanted to get down and try to meet people with the expectation, 1 
we're likely to run into some folks we know, which is exactly what 2 
happened. 3 

Sean Quinn: Got you. 4 

 So you didn't invite anybody to the dinner beforehand, you just went down 5 
and ran into folks? 6 

Campaign Chairman: Correct. 7 

Sean Quinn: And who was it that you ran into? 8 

Campaign Chairman: It was so not unusual and unremarkable, I can't remember any specifics 9 
and it's also five years ago. 10 

Sean Quinn: Yeah, I understand. So you don't remember any of the specific folks that 11 
were there? 12 

Campaign Chairman: No. 13 

Sean Quinn: Okay. 14 

 Let's see. I have a document that we can look at quickly and it will maybe 15 
help you remember who was there? 16 

Campaign Chairman: Will you just pass the picture of... 17 

Sean Quinn: Facebook picture? There you go, you've seen that before I'm sure. 18 

Campaign Chairman: I'm sure somebody had fun going through five years of my personal 19 
Facebook page to find that. 20 

Sean Quinn: Let's see. You want to take a look at that. Derek here’s a copy for you. 21 

Derek Ross: I think I've seen this before. 22 

Sean Quinn: Yeah. This is a letter from your counsel to my office. And on that third 23 
page there's a... That's the third page that you're looking at. Just for the 24 
recording the letter is dated May, 17th, 2019 to Jeff Brown. And so on that 25 
third page, there's a list of the folks that might have been at that dinner. 26 
Does that ring any bells for you? 27 
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Campaign Chairman: Not specifically, but I know Dave Hildebrand. I know Peter McGregor 1 
and I see him frequently around so, like I said, there's nothing remarkable 2 
or unusual about... 3 

Sean Quinn: Right. 4 

Campaign Chairman: Seeing them. 5 

Sean Quinn: So even looking at this list, you can't really remember who was, who was 6 
at the dinner? 7 

Campaign Chairman: No. 8 

Sean Quinn: Okay. Do you know... So then I guess it probably wasn't you that provided 9 
these names. 10 

Campaign Chairman: No. 11 

Sean Quinn: Okay. Do you know who did? 12 

Campaign Chairman: No. 13 

Sean Quinn: Okay. And the dinner was at Ossteria Rosa, right? 14 

Campaign Chairman: Correct. 15 

Sean Quinn: Is that a kind of go-to spot? 16 

Campaign Chairman: Not necessarily. 17 

Sean Quinn: Okay. How'd you end up there? 18 

Campaign Chairman: It's a newer restaurant and it was just kind of a casual, just sort of a 19 
moderate priced place that's right smack dab in the middle of everything. 20 

Sean Quinn: Got you. And then, so I have, let's see, I also have the receipt from that 21 
night that I'll hand you. It's the receipt from September 27th, 2014 so like 22 
you said, it looks like it's end of September and the amount was $328. Do 23 
you, I know you don't remember the folks that were there, but do you 24 
remember, would you have paid for everybody that was at that dinner? 25 

Campaign Chairman: Yeah. And what I do remember, is there was a waiting line to get in. So 26 
we started a bar tab, and I think Bill might've picked up a couple of drinks, 27 
or glasses of wine for folks while, because we ran into people he knew. 28 
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Sean Quinn: Okay. Got you. Do you think you ran into the folks at the restaurant or you 1 
met them at art fair and then brought them to the restaurant? 2 

Campaign Chairman: Art Prize is just outside the door. 3 

Sean Quinn: I'm sorry, Art Prize. Yeah. Okay. So you think you went into the 4 
restaurant, saw some folks you knew and sat down to dinner with them? 5 

Campaign Chairman: Correct. 6 

Sean Quinn: And does that kind of... Is that kind of a frequent or common occurrence 7 
to go out to dinner and just bring folks with you? 8 

Campaign Chairman: No. 9 

Sean Quinn: It's specific to that Art Prize event? 10 

Campaign Chairman: Correct. 11 

Sean Quinn: Okay. Have you done that in the years since at Art Prize? 12 

Campaign Chairman: Just go to a restaurant expecting to see people... no. 13 

Sean Quinn: Okay. And again, I know you don't remember the people that were there, 14 
but do you have any recollection of what you talked about at the dinner or 15 
kind of what was the... 16 

Campaign Chairman: Ask my wife, when I'm with Bill, we're usually talking politics, especially 17 
two months out of a... 18 

Sean Quinn: Right, yeah. Is your wife- 19 

Campaign Chairman: With a heavy schedule of events and activities going on. 20 

Sean Quinn: Right, right. Is your wife a political junkie as well? 21 

Campaign Chairman: Well, I think to most people probably, yes. Not to me no, but she does. 22 
She's a good sport. She's always ready for a parade or doing some doors or 23 
just being part of the team. 24 

Sean Quinn: Right. 25 

Campaign Chairman: Or as I'm reminded by Boomer and Matt, they like seeing her they don't 26 
care if I'm at an event. So it seems to be consensus on that. 27 
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Sean Quinn: Got you. Sounds like she was a good dinner guest then. 1 

Campaign Chairman: Yes. 2 

Sean Quinn: Good person to have around. Do you have any more on that, on the 3 
dinner? 4 

Omar Ashmawy: I don't. 5 

Sean Quinn: Okay. I think we're pretty much getting to the end. If you wouldn't mind 6 
just giving us a few minutes, we'll kind of pow wow, and then we can ask 7 
a couple close out questions then we'll be done. 8 

Campaign Chairman: Sure. 9 

Sean Quinn: Cool. We can step out or, how do you want to. 10 

Derek Ross: There's a room right around the corner if that's easiest. 11 

Sean Quinn: Perfect, sure. Perfect. Yeah. 12 

Derek Ross: I assume nobody's in it. If somebody's in it, I'll find us another place. 13 

Sean Quinn: I'm going to pause. 14 

 Okay. We've started the recording again. 15 

 So like I was saying, I think we're mostly done with the substance. I just 16 
kind of always ask about things that you've done to prepare for this 17 
interview. 18 

 So why don't you just kind of start, have you talked to anybody about my 19 
office’s, the OCE’s review? 20 

Campaign Chairman: I guess I had not heard of the organization before this came up so I talked 21 
to Dewitt a little bit about what's the structure or what is this exactly. 22 

Sean Quinn: Okay. 23 

Campaign Chairman: That's about it. 24 

Sean Quinn: Okay. And how did you first hear that there was a review by my office? 25 

Campaign Chairman: I was notified by Jon Dewitt. 26 
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Sean Quinn: And what did he tell you? 1 

Campaign Chairman: Just that there's a review by your office. 2 

Sean Quinn: Okay. 3 

 What did he tell you it was about? 4 

Campaign Chairman: I didn't believe that we were really clear on what it was about. It seemed to 5 
be just a review. 6 

Sean Quinn: Okay. And have you talked with anybody else and either the official office 7 
or the campaign about the review? 8 

Campaign Chairman: Not about anything really in the specifics. Talked to my brother, obviously 9 
about this to a certain degree. But that's about it, it's... and we feel we've 10 
got nothing to hide. We've cooperated fully on this from the get go and 11 
we're looking forward to getting this resolved. 12 

Sean Quinn: Yeah, absolutely. We appreciate... Yeah. Like I said, we appreciate your 13 
time today and just kind of the over the course of the review. 14 

Campaign Chairman: But I think we supplied a lot of information for you. 15 

Sean Quinn: Yeah, absolutely. And I assume you've also talked to Derek and maybe 16 
Charlie some about the process. 17 

Campaign Chairman: Yeah, just a little bit the other, couple of days ago. 18 

Sean Quinn: Okay. And when was that? 19 

Campaign Chairman: A couple of days ago. When'd we have a conference call, Monday I guess. 20 

Sean Quinn: Monday. Okay. And who was on the conference call? 21 

Campaign Chairman: Derek and Charlie and myself. 22 

Sean Quinn: Okay. And how long did you guys talk? 23 

Campaign Chairman: 20 minutes. I don't, they bill by the hour so. 24 

Sean Quinn: So you keep a chart. 25 

Campaign Chairman: How long was it? 26 
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Sean Quinn: How many sixths of an hour was the... Have you, 20 minutes is close 1 
enough. I don't need an exact... 2 

Campaign Chairman: Could have been 30. 3 

Sean Quinn: Have you had any other conversations with Derek or Charlie? 4 

Campaign Chairman: No. 5 

Sean Quinn: Other than talking to Derek or Charlie, have you done anything else to 6 
prepare for the interview? 7 

Campaign Chairman: Not really, I mean, just out of curiosity and I knew this dinner thing was 8 
going to come up, so I just, briefly reviewed my calendar, what was 9 
happening, the weeks around that and yeah, it reflects it's campaign 10 
season, that's for sure. 11 

Sean Quinn: Got you. Did you look at any other documents or anything else to kind of 12 
refresh your recollection? 13 

Campaign Chairman: No. 14 

Sean Quinn: And then when you talked to Derek and Charlie on Monday, did you 15 
address kind of any specific topics or anything in particular that my office 16 
would be looking into? 17 

Campaign Chairman: I don't believe so. It was more just sort of an explanation with what the 18 
review was, sort of an affirmation of be sure you tell the truth and the 19 
whole truth. And I thought that goes without saying, but... 20 

Sean Quinn: It's always worth, worth stressing. 21 

 Okay then I think, that's all that I have. Do you have anything, Omar? 22 

Omar Ashmawy: I don't. No. 23 

Sean Quinn: Okay, great. With that, then I will, then we can go off the record. 24 

 25 
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Sean Quinn: Okay. I am starting the recording. Today is July 10, 2019. We're at the 1 
offices of the law firm Clark Hill in DC for the interview of 2 
Representative William Huizenga. The congressman is accompanied by 3 
his counsel, Charlie Spies and Derek Ross. Speaking is Sean Quinn from 4 
the Office of Congressional Ethics. I am here with Omar Ashmawy and 5 
Jeremy Ritter-Wiseman. The witness has been given a copy of 18 U.S.C. 6 
1001 and has signed the acknowledgement. First, I just kind of want to get 7 
a general picture at a high level of how your office, the official office and 8 
the campaign office, function. We can start with the official office, if you 9 
could tell me who Jon DeWitt is and what his role in your office is? 10 

Rep. Huizenga: He's my chief of staff, traditional chief of staff role. 11 

Sean Quinn: Okay, great. Does he handle any specific issue areas or just oversees all 12 
the goings on? 13 

Rep. Huizenga: He's more general overseeing things, does not have issue assignments 14 
specifically. 15 

Sean Quinn: Okay. Then I understand your two deputy chief of staffs are Marliss 16 
McManus and Heather Sandberg? 17 

Rep. Huizenga: Yes. 18 

Sean Quinn: Let's talk about Marliss. Can you explain her role? 19 

Rep. Huizenga: Marliss as my deputy chief of staff handles all things regarding financial 20 
services and previously had also been a dual employee with the committee 21 
when we were in the Majority and I was chair of my two subcommittees. 22 

Sean Quinn: Okay. Great. Then how about Heather? 23 

Rep. Huizenga: Heather Sandberg as deputy chief back in the district handles office 24 
management issues, budget, and then does have specific issue areas that 25 
she handles such as Army Corp of Engineers. 26 

Sean Quinn: When you she say she handles office issues, is that office issues in the 27 
home district or also office issues in DC? 28 

Rep. Huizenga: She does all of our onboarding with new employees, for example. Part of 29 
her change of title included her becoming responsible for being the 30 
connection in with our official office bookkeeper. As we're tracking 31 
budgeting, she's the one that looks at what our budgeting is, equipment 32 
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needs, but then also manages personnel back in the district as far as 1 
caseworkers, but I run a pretty flat organization. 2 

Sean Quinn: Okay. Then you mentioned your bookkeeper. Is that Mary Ellen? 3 

Rep. Huizenga: Yes. 4 

Sean Quinn: Okay. What's her role? 5 

Rep. Huizenga: I don't know exactly her number of offices that she covers, but she is the 6 
person who does all of the reporting. 7 

Sean Quinn: Okay. Like I said, we can keep it pretty high level, but is there anybody 8 
else that's essential to the functioning of your office that you would put in 9 
that high level group? 10 

Rep. Huizenga: Jon overseeing, and because of his unique role as a former district director, 11 
that he took over the position when I did, he and I have a unique 12 
understanding of what happens both in the district as well as in DC. So, he 13 
is involved in a lot of the conversations back home and in the district. Jon 14 
is, I would say, the floater in between and knows what happens in both 15 
places than most. With Matt Kooiman and Heather operating in the 16 
district, Marliss, and to a lesser degree now Palmer Rafferty, who's newer, 17 
as a legislative director, and then of course my comms person, Brian 18 
Patrick, who also is involved in some policy discussions in messaging and 19 
marketing. 20 

Sean Quinn: Okay. Brian Patrick, is that Boomer? 21 

Rep. Huizenga: Yes. 22 

Sean Quinn: Okay, got you. I see Boomer more often than his real name. 23 

Rep. Huizenga: Yes. If you know him as Brian, you're either his family member or you 24 
don't know him. 25 

Sean Quinn: Good. Okay, so that's the official side. If we can talk about the campaign 26 
side a little bit, let's do that high level overview again. Who are the high 27 
level folks at the campaign? 28 

Rep. Huizenga: Jim Barry. Jim is the campaign chair. Previously had been the day to day 29 
campaign manager in my first race and at various times. Formerly it had 30 
been Greg VanWoerkom who did bunch of the campaign day to day. 31 
Again, you have to use almost air quotes around day to day because there 32 
really isn't day to day. 33 
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Sean Quinn: A typical day. 1 

Rep. Huizenga: Matt Kooiman has assumed more of that role. Former key element there 2 
was Ron VanDerKolk. Unfortunately, as you know, Ron has passed away. 3 
He had been with my family and campaign literally from day one. 4 

Sean Quinn: Okay. Was Ron's title treasurer? He was the treasurer? 5 

Rep. Huizenga: No. No, it's Dave Nienhuis. 6 

Sean Quinn: Okay. He's still the treasurer? 7 

Rep. Huizenga: Yes. 8 

Sean Quinn: We were sorry to hear about Ron, but I understand that Paul Kilgore has 9 
taken over Ron's role? 10 

Rep. Huizenga: Yes, it was my recollection it was either first quarter of last year or right 11 
after the first quarter of last year Ron's health had been declining, and we 12 
needed to alleviate some of the stress. So, we moved the campaign 13 
function to Paul. 14 

Sean Quinn: Okay. Can you explain to me a little bit – so Dave in the treasurer's seat, 15 
and then you've got Ron formerly and Paul, currently? How do they split 16 
their responsibilities? Who handles what? 17 

Rep. Huizenga: Ron was all the day to day. You have to understand that Dave is also our 18 
family CPA for the family businesses, and Ron was the bookkeeper for the 19 
family businesses as well, all paid separately. Ron would gather up 20 
reports, run checks, process checks, make photocopies, do all those things, 21 
do the report, and then have it reviewed. 22 

Sean Quinn: Have it reviewed? 23 

Rep. Huizenga: Before it was submitted. 24 

Sean Quinn: Have it reviewed by Dave? 25 

Rep. Huizenga: Dave would take a look at it, I would take a look at it, Jim Barry would 26 
take a look at it, and I think on occasion maybe Jon DeWitt. 27 

Sean Quinn: When you say reports, you're talking about FEC reports? 28 

Rep. Huizenga: FEC reports. 29 
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Sean Quinn: Sorry, give me that list one more time. You said you would take a look at 1 
it. Jim would look at it. 2 

Rep. Huizenga: Jim. 3 

Sean Quinn: Dave sometimes would look at it? 4 

Rep. Huizenga: No, what I said was that Jon, I'm not sure he reviewed all of them. But to 5 
the best of my knowledge, Ron would submit the report for Dave for his 6 
review as well because he and I would talk about various issues at times. 7 

Sean Quinn: Okay. 8 

Rep. Huizenga: Dave would typically be the one that if he had to handle something with 9 
the FEC, he would be the one that would be stuck in the voicemail phone 10 
tree. 11 

Sean Quinn: Okay. Hopefully that doesn't mess up the recording. 12 

Omar Ashmawy: It shouldn't. 13 

Rep. Huizenga: Power washing? 14 

Sean Quinn: Yeah. Okay, so Dave would be the one to interface with the FEC if there 15 
was some sort of issue. Is he also the one that held that issue area 16 
expertise? He was familiar with FEC regulations? Or who filled that role? 17 

Rep. Huizenga: Dave has been my treasurer from when I started as a state representative, 18 
learned that system, and then was also then became treasurer under the 19 
FEC. Lots of self-education, but when you needed expertise, he would –  20 
think my counselor to my right here has had conversations with him as 21 
well. 22 

Sean Quinn: We've talked primarily about Jim, Matt, Greg. Do Jon, Marliss, or Heather 23 
play any role in the campaign? 24 

Rep. Huizenga: Back in Michigan? 25 

Sean Quinn: Anywhere, DC, Michigan. 26 

Rep. Huizenga: Yes. 27 

Sean Quinn: Okay. All three of them? 28 

Rep. Huizenga: I'm sorry, you said Jon, Marliss, and? 29 
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Sean Quinn: Yeah. We'll use last names if that's easier. 1 

Rep. Huizenga: Yeah. 2 

Sean Quinn: DeWitt, McManus, or Sandberg, do they all play roles in the campaign? 3 

Rep. Huizenga: Yes. 4 

Sean Quinn: Okay. Let's go through each of those. What does Jon DeWitt do for the 5 
campaign? 6 

Rep. Huizenga: Again, general sounding board. How to best describe it I guess would be 7 
lending counsel and perspective for strategy. Then as far as the fundraising 8 
side, Jon would typically be more point person here in Washington DC 9 
working with our fundraiser. McManus would supplement that as far as 10 
the Washington DC side, contact with folks on volunteer time, also attend 11 
events on volunteer time. Then, sorry, the third one was? 12 

Sean Quinn: Heather Sandberg. 13 

Rep. Huizenga: Sandberg. Heather is a paid fundraiser in Michigan. 14 

Sean Quinn: Okay. Heather is paid, and then Jon and Marliss work on a volunteer basis 15 
for the campaign? 16 

Rep. Huizenga: Yes. 17 

Sean Quinn: Okay. We've addressed some of those people in the office and the 18 
campaign. How would you describe yourself as a boss or a manager? Are 19 
you high level? Are you in the weeds on most decisions? 20 

Rep. Huizenga: Those are two extremes, so I would say most people are probably neither. 21 
It depends on the issue. I would say I'm more involved in the district 22 
because I served as a district director for six years. I was an elected state 23 
representative, and I ran my predecessor's campaigns when I was in that 24 
role. I grew up, political family. Dad was a local elected official, so this is 25 
an area that I know. I have heard from colleagues of mine. I would say I 26 
would view myself and my family, my wife Natalie, very involved in the 27 
campaign, more so than a lot of other campaigns. Partially that's because 28 
of size and scope of previous campaigns. Big difference between running 29 
$1.5 million campaign and running a $6 million campaign. Then as far as 30 
Washington DC, is that part of your question? 31 

Sean Quinn: Yeah, absolutely. 32 
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Rep. Huizenga: A phrase that I will use is I'm a player's coach. I've been there, done that as 1 
a former staffer, as a former intern on the Hill, as someone who is an 2 
elected official back home. I get it. I think I can be a dream boss because I 3 
get it that not everything is going to run perfectly, but I also can be their 4 
nightmare because I know what they're doing, why they're doing it, and 5 
how they're doing it, so I can call them out on stuff. So, somewhere in 6 
between. 7 

 I also believe that my experience allows me to know when to step back 8 
and let the people that I have hired and trust to do their job. There are 9 
decisions that are made sometimes whether it's on my schedule or whether 10 
it's in a ... Usually it's surrounding schedule, and who you're meeting with, 11 
and how your time ... Your time is your most valuable asset anywhere, I 12 
think, for all of us. There are times that I might have disagreements on 13 
details, but I'll let people go through and do their jobs. Then when it 14 
comes time for those larger decisions especially for setting a pace, and a 15 
tone, and a tenor, that's where I think my role is. 16 

Sean Quinn: Okay. We talked about Heather is compensated, Jon and Marliss are not. 17 
How do you compensate your campaign staff? 18 

Rep. Huizenga: The campaign staff? 19 

Sean Quinn: The campaign staff. 20 

Rep. Huizenga: Matt is compensated. Jim Barry is compensated. Ron had been 21 
compensated. Now Paul is compensated. Dave Nienhuis is not. He 22 
volunteers that. Boomer- 23 

Sean Quinn: They're salaried? I'm sorry. 24 

Rep. Huizenga: Boomer is also compensated. In Heather's case, there's a monthly fee, and 25 
then she gets a percentage. Boomer, it's gone back and forth depending on 26 
what he raises online or what his communications side of things. I think 27 
with both of them, they have to reach thresholds. 28 

Sean Quinn: Okay. 29 

Rep. Huizenga: Jim Barry is a straight monthly, and Matt Kooiman is a straight monthly. 30 

Sean Quinn: I have a couple just general questions about how the campaign handles its 31 
banking, finances, specifically who the campaign banks with. I understand 32 
the campaign has an American Express card, right? 33 

Rep. Huizenga: No. 34 
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Sean Quinn: The campaign does not have an American Express card? 1 

Rep. Huizenga: No. I have an American Express card that is in my name. 2 

Sean Quinn: Do you use that solely for the campaign? 3 

Rep. Huizenga: Yes. 4 

Sean Quinn: Okay. Only campaign expenses go on that card? 5 

Rep. Huizenga: Yes. We were not able to obtain a campaign credit card in the campaign's 6 
name. 7 

Sean Quinn: Okay. Why was that? 8 

Rep. Huizenga: The rules of the banks that we had been talking to. It was not by choice. 9 
We had tried. I'm sorry, it's not a credit card, but we have had debit cards 10 
as well. 11 

Sean Quinn: Who are the debit cards through? 12 

Rep. Huizenga: Huntington. The American Express is not. The Huntington debit card was 13 
linked directly. There was one that was in my name, one in my wife's 14 
name, and there was a general one that was kept by Ron and used for 15 
various things. We didn't feel comfortable, especially once we were up 16 
having hundreds of thousands of dollars directly being attached to it. 17 
That's why I switched and quit carrying the debit card and went to the 18 
American Express. It was more secure. 19 

Sean Quinn: Okay, so then your banking, where you're keeping campaign funds, that 20 
was with Huntington Bank? 21 

Rep. Huizenga: Huntington. 22 

Sean Quinn: Then on some FEC reports, we've seen some BB&T and SunTrust. Have 23 
you ever used BB&T or SunTrust? 24 

Rep. Huizenga: Not to the best of my knowledge. Can I clarify that, or have you clarify 25 
that? Are you saying a reimbursement to BB&T and SunTrust, or that 26 
someone used a card from BB&T, or that there was a loan, or what? 27 

Sean Quinn: BB&T and SunTrust have showed up on some reimbursement reports. It 28 
wasn't clear what their role on the report was. We just kind of flagged the 29 
financial institutions that we saw. We thought primarily it was Amex and 30 
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Huntington, but I was just checking with you to see if you had used BB&T 1 
or SunTrust. It sounds like to the best of your knowledge, no. 2 

Omar Ashmawy: I guess it showed up on a statement of organization that periodically is 3 
filed by the campaign. We were just wondering if the campaign, as far as 4 
you know, has banked with BB&T. 5 

Rep. Huizenga: No, it is my recollection it has always been with Huntington. They had my 6 
State House campaign accounts. BB&T and SunTrust may be used for 7 
Leadership Fund. There's the Upper Hand Fund PAC, and we now have a 8 
joint JFC, but that's new. 9 

Charlie Spies: Any JFC that you are a part of, you have to add the accounts to the 10 
statement or organization. In theory- 11 

Rep. Huizenga: Okay, and we have had a number of JFCs over the years, so that may be 12 
the reason. 13 

Jeremy Ritter-Wiseman: Can you walk me through how the American Express card is paid? It's 14 
in your name. Do you pay it from your personal checking account and 15 
then reimbursed by the campaign? 16 

Rep. Huizenga: No. 17 

Jeremy Ritter-Wiseman: No. So, how is it paid? 18 

Rep. Huizenga: Previously with Ron, that's maybe the easiest, when I got that, we may 19 
have had a period of time where it was coming to my house. You know I'd 20 
physically bring it. It has been going for I don't recall exactly how many 21 
years directly to the campaign PO box, at which point Ron would then pay 22 
the bill. 23 

Sean Quinn: Okay. Moving on from some of that general stuff, I'd like to talk a little 24 
bit ... I'm sure you've seen from our requests for information that we're 25 
interested in talking about some of the trips that the campaign has taken. 26 
Let's start with the Disney trips. From what I understand, it looks like it's a 27 
yearly trip essentially that you take to Disney. 28 

Rep. Huizenga: Not anymore. 29 

Sean Quinn: Not anymore, okay. When did that stop? 30 

Rep. Huizenga: Well, so we have to get more specific, I guess. I started doing an event 31 
with Tom Price that was baseball-focused. Tom is from Michigan 32 
originally. The Tigers are in Lakeland. The Atlanta Braves are at Disney. I 33 
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think my first year I was a special guest, and then two or three years after 1 
that we had a JFC, which might be some of those SunTrust, BB&Ts. 2 

Sean Quinn: Sorry, what year was that again? 3 

Rep. Huizenga: I don't recall specifically without having to go back. I haven't looked at 4 
any of that documentation, but may have been in the second year of my 5 
first term. So, that would've been '12 or '13. Did that for a few years and 6 
then switched to a ... We stayed on property, but again, was more baseball-7 
focused. Not all the PAC participants would go to the baseball side. We 8 
decided to switch that. Tom and I sort of parted ways on that particular 9 
event, and we switched to doing a more park-focused event, again, staying 10 
on property. 11 

Sean Quinn: When did that switch happen? 12 

Rep. Huizenga: I'm trying to go back. Probably '15 or '16. We did that for a series of years. 13 
Was quite successful. Then we saw a greater proliferation of those types 14 
of trips, so it got kind of watered down. In other words, wasn't as 15 
financially beneficial. The last "Disney trip" that I participated in was I 16 
was a special guest for one of my colleagues. 17 

Sean Quinn: Which year was that? 18 

Rep. Huizenga: That would've been not this past Memorial Day but Memorial Day prior, 19 
so it would've been Memorial of '18. 20 

Sean Quinn: '18. 21 

Rep. Huizenga: By then we had switched to do our "winter tent pole event" to a ski event. 22 

Sean Quinn: You used the term special guest. Can you just tell me what that means? 23 

Rep. Huizenga: That means I get invited by a colleague to come and participate at all of 24 
their events. I think as I recall, of all of those, we would then try to do a 25 
little sidebar fundraiser that was also an event that would benefit my 26 
campaign, but not necessarily always happening. The main idea is you're 27 
coming and supporting a colleague after you've been invited, and I do the 28 
same. I invite people to come and participate in my events. 29 

Sean Quinn: Okay. In 2015, 2016, that's when the park-focused event began, and then 30 
you did an event. Let's assume it started 2015. You did an event in 2016, 31 
2017. 32 
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Rep. Huizenga: '15, '16, '17, and then in February of '18. '17 would've been the last one, I 1 
believe, that I was specifically organizing it and helping to organize it, and 2 
then switched to ski. 3 

Sean Quinn: Okay. Sorry, just to clarify that, 2017 was a trip, and then the 2018 trip 4 
was just you as a special guest? 5 

Rep. Huizenga: Yes. 6 

Sean Quinn: Okay, so there was no Huizenga for Congress? 7 

Rep. Huizenga: No, I don't know that that is accurate. As I recall, we did a sidebar event. 8 
That typically would then be a cocktail reception. What we also would do 9 
is park meetups. We would be in the park and say, "Okay, at 2:00 we're 10 
going to be at such and such a place to then get ice cream, or get a drink, 11 
or get a whatever. If anybody else is in the park," then come. 12 

Omar Ashmawy: As a special guest, just forgive my ignorance, does that mean that you're 13 
invited to be there but your campaign does not directly benefit from the 14 
funds being donated for the event outside of perhaps a special event that 15 
you're holding? 16 

Rep. Huizenga: If I was to go, if I would honor the request of a colleague of mine to help 17 
their event be more successful, the focus is on them. With their 18 
permission, we'd try to organize something additional. For the ski event, 19 
for example, Jeb Hensarling, Pete Sessions, Greg Walden had been doing 20 
this ski event for years. Jeb knew that he was not going to be continuing in 21 
Congress, invited me to be a special guest as a financial services focus. 22 
That was what a lot of it was. We asked permission to do a lunch portion 23 
that there was an opening. Pretty typically on these, if you've not 24 
participated, you have a breakfast event, and either a cocktail event, and 25 
dinner events. Sometimes there's lunch events, and sometimes that might 26 
be at a park meetup or meet at whatever ski lodge so that if anybody is 27 
around, you then are cultivating relationships with those folks. It may or 28 
may not have a direct financial benefit at that moment, but it is all 29 
intended to be relationship building and towards furthering the- 30 

Omar Ashmawy: Understand. My question is just related to a direct financial benefit. If you 31 
are a special guest at a fundraiser, there's no direct financial benefit. 32 

Charlie Spies: I apologize for interrupting, but I think there's a little bit ... By direct 33 
financial benefit, do you mean contributions to his campaign- 34 

Omar Ashmawy: I guess I could be more clear and say- 35 
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Derek Ross: - or do you mean establishing relationships with donors? 1 

Omar Ashmawy: Who gets the checks? 2 

Rep. Huizenga: The person hosting the event. 3 

Omar Ashmawy: That's all I'm asking. So as a special guest, your campaign is not receiving 4 
campaign contributions at that specific event.  5 

Rep. Huizenga: I would never do a quid pro quo, but we have ways of donating to fellow 6 
members through both leadership funds, as well as campaign funds. Some 7 
of these events may have been for campaign, some of them may have been 8 
for their leadership funds, depending on the event. So, there's no one hard 9 
and fast way of doing that. There have been times where I've been a 10 
special guest where it's been, "Hey, here's a check from my leadership 11 
fund." 12 

Omar Ashmawy: Okay, understood. Given that, let's talk specifically about the Disney 2018 13 
trip in which you were a special guest. 14 

Rep. Huizenga: Okay. 15 

Omar Ashmawy: Did your campaign receive any contributions at that event? 16 

Rep. Huizenga: I would have to go back and look. I don't recall specifically. You're talking 17 
about with the Scalise? 18 

Omar Ashmawy: Well, I guess that's a good question, which is who was, for the Disney 19 
2018 event that you attended, you were the special guest, who was the 20 
primary sponsor? 21 

Rep. Huizenga: Steve Scalise. 22 

Omar Ashmawy: In regard to that campaign event- 23 

Charlie Spies: Are you certain of that, or is it possible it was Team Scalise, or Scalise's 24 
JFC? 25 

Rep. Huizenga: Oh. Yes, to be clear, I don't recall without reviewing the document. I have 26 
not reviewed the invitation. The invitations would lay that out. 27 

Omar Ashmawy: I'm not going to hold you to that. It's clear that you explained- 28 

Rep. Huizenga: I don't know whether it was his PAC, his JFC, his campaign specifically. 29 
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Omar Ashmawy: But it was a Representative Steve Scalise oriented campaign event? 1 

Rep. Huizenga: Yes. 2 

Omar Ashmawy: Okay. At that event, did you hold any campaign events for which 3 
somebody had to make a contribution to attend? 4 

Rep. Huizenga: I would have to go back and review. There are so many of them, I don't 5 
recall specifically whether we did a specific sidebar, as I've been calling 6 
them. My recollection is yes, but I would need to go back and double 7 
check that. 8 

Sean Quinn: I might be able to refresh your recollection a bit. Was there a character 9 
breakfast that happened in 2018? 10 

Rep. Huizenga: Oh, yes, yes. 11 

Sean Quinn: Okay. How did that event work? Did somebody have to pay to attend that 12 
one? 13 

Rep. Huizenga: Yes, yes. As I said, we've done various iterations. I do recall that now. 14 

Sean Quinn: Was that the only event at the 2018 Scalise Disney trip? 15 

Rep. Huizenga: Other than participating at all of his, he has a pretty packed schedule. 16 

Omar Ashmawy: I can imagine. 17 

Rep. Huizenga: When you have to schedule time to see your family ... As I recall, there 18 
was a meetup as well in the parks. Again, I'm using a term that has no 19 
legal bearing. It's trying to be descriptive of what we're doing. 2:00, we're 20 
going to be at Harry Potter World getting a Butter beer, or at wherever 21 
getting snow cones or whatever. 22 

Sean Quinn: The meetup you're describing, that was a Huizenga meetup? 23 

Rep. Huizenga: Yeah, they would tend to be more informal. It would be letting people 24 
know. It would not be a charged event, more specifically. 25 

Sean Quinn: Sure. Since we're on 2018, let's start with then, and then we'll work our 26 
way back to some of the previous trips. Who else from the Huizenga 27 
campaign attended the Disney 2018 trip? 28 

Rep. Huizenga: With Scalise? 29 
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Sean Quinn: Yeah. That's the only 2018 trip, right? 1 

Rep. Huizenga: As I recall, nobody. It was just me. Are you asking about DeWitt, or 2 
McManus, or any of the- 3 

Omar Ashmawy: Any of the campaign staff or volunteers. 4 

Rep. Huizenga: I'd have to go back and look, but I don't recall that Jon DeWitt, or Marliss 5 
McManus, or anybody else was along because it was a Scalise event. 6 

Omar Ashmawy: Another question about being a special guest, is someone explained it to 7 
us as when you are a special guest, you generally don't bring staff. Is that 8 
in your experience a rule so to speak? 9 

Rep. Huizenga: I think it all depends on what are the circumstances? If I am doing other 10 
significant events that warrant it, I would consider that. If there is not a 11 
need or a necessity, they wouldn't necessarily go. 12 

Sean Quinn: Okay, and then- 13 

Rep. Huizenga: Just trying to think, so when I was a special guest for the Hensarling ski 14 
trip, we did end up putting together a pretty successful event it turns out, a 15 
lunch event that I felt warranted DeWitte's attendance at. It was new, it 16 
was the first time we were doing it, so we were trying to feel our way 17 
through, and figure out whether we wanted to continue to try to do this 18 
event, and "Take it over," and be the financial services guy doing this or 19 
not, and sort of the test run. 20 

 We had a luncheon, we had gotten permission to do the luncheon, and that 21 
turned out to be quite successful. 22 

Jeremy Ritter-Wiseman: When you say the lunch warranted DeWitte's attention, you knew that 23 
you wanted Jon DeWitte to attend? 24 

Rep. Huizenga: You don't- 25 

Jeremy Ritter-Wiseman: Or he was just there? 26 

Rep. Huizenga: No, you never show up without knowing what you're doing, right? You 27 
can't order catering, you can't have a room reserved, you can't print 28 
invitations without knowing, so two months out, we had the question, two 29 
weeks out, there was no question, we knew what was going to be 30 
happening. 31 

19-2187_0188



CONFIDENTIAL 

Subject to the Nondisclosure Provisions of H. Res. 895 of the 110th Congress as Amended 

Page 15 of 56 
 

Sean Quinn: Back to the 2018 Disney trip, so you don't believe, or can't recall if Jon or 1 
Marliss went on that trip. 2 

Rep. Huizenga: It would not have been Marliss that I can recall, and I don't recall Jon 3 
being there because that was our sidebar character breakfast was, we were 4 
struggling trying to figure out. I got asked to be the special guest a little 5 
later than what we would have necessarily liked, and the only way that it 6 
really worked is it was over Memorial Day, that weekend. I had to make 7 
the decision among the team saying who will be doing parades, or going 8 
and doing this, and one of the things that you weigh out is, is it going to be 9 
worth our while? 10 

 It's one thing being a special guest at a restaurant here in D.C, sure, no 11 
problem. It's different when you have to go travel and spend significant 12 
time and resources to go do that, you want to make it worthwhile for 13 
everybody who is doing it, and including who is asking you to be a special 14 
guest. I've turned down people to be the special guest, just the timing 15 
doesn't work or there isn't enough of a ... I don't see the benefit for them or 16 
the benefit for me long-term, so it's that one, now that you refreshed my 17 
memory about the character breakfast, there was a lot of consternation 18 
about which characters we could even get because we were late enough in, 19 
and where it was as I recall, we had to do it at a site that wasn't where we 20 
were even staying. 21 

Sean Quinn: Okay, it sounded a little bit like you were a little bit sure about Marliss not 22 
have gone in 2018, is there a reason for that? Does she fill some different 23 
role that just wouldn't be needed? 24 

Rep. Huizenga: If it was more financial services oriented, that would be more of Marliss's 25 
bailiwick, and because of the relationships. When it's more, “Leadership 26 
focused.” The chiefs have their own ecosystem. 27 

Sean Quinn: Okay, then I guess just with that idea, if Marliss is the point person on 28 
financial services issues, the ski trip is a financial services trip, right? 29 

Rep. Huizenga: Well, not exclusively because you still had Greg Walden, and again, 30 
previously Pete Sessions, and Fred Upton also has an event up there, so 31 
there's other members that are there at concurrent times, or sometimes 32 
with the JFC. Again, we're trying to feel it out, figure out whether it was 33 
worth our time and effort. I honestly have no idea whether Marliss skis or 34 
not, she is from Kentucky, I don't know if they ski in Kentucky, I know 35 
Jon does. 36 

 When we're dealing with ... you also have to understand that we're still in 37 
the majority working towards becoming chair of the financial services 38 
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committee, so there's some interlocking parts with relationships between 1 
Jon and leadership, and working steering committee, Marliss tends to be 2 
more specifically, maybe less focused on leadership type of areas. 3 

Sean Quinn: Just a few more question on the 2018 trip, and we'll move to the other 4 
ones. You said you had a meet up, was it just the one meet up in 2018? 5 

Rep. Huizenga: Quite honestly without looking at a calendar, I don't even remember how 6 
many days we were there. Our rule of thumb is to do that if at all possible, 7 
and in other words, if we are going somewhere we are trying to offer 8 
additional opportunities. 9 

Sean Quinn: And then who from your family attended in 2018? 10 

Rep. Huizenga: I'd have to go back and look at the photos. I don't recall whether it was all 11 
of us, as you can imagine, five kids, we garner some attention, but my 12 
recollection is everybody was there. 13 

Sean Quinn: Okay, so let's focus on the 2015 to 2017 time frame, from my 14 
understanding those were Huizenga focused events, you were not a special 15 
guest, you brought- 16 

Rep. Huizenga: We had JFC with Tom Price, and then that evolved into JFCs with other 17 
members. Pretty typically, unless you were a Scalise type, you need a few 18 
folks making it worth the while. 19 

Sean Quinn: Right, and in 2015, 2016, and 2017, was it the same group from the 20 
Huizenga campaign that attended, so Jon and Marliss or were there 21 
additional people? 22 

Rep. Huizenga: I don't recall additional people, either you mean Boomer, Matt Kooiman, 23 
or Heather, no. For example, Heather has never gone to a Disney function 24 
that we've done. 25 

Sean Quinn: Okay, any reason for that? 26 

Rep. Huizenga: Yeah, because she focuses on Michigan fundraising. Marliss typically 27 
wouldn't go to a Michigan based event. Matt Kooiman, and Heather 28 
wouldn't typically go to a D.C. event, but no, there was no Jim Barry or 29 
that kind of thing. 30 

Sean Quinn: Okay, and then when all those trips that- 31 

Rep. Huizenga: By the way, I don't believe Marliss has gone every year. 32 
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Sean Quinn: Okay, do you know when she or she did not? 1 

Rep. Huizenga: I don't recall specifically. 2 

Sean Quinn: When Marliss did go, who from Marliss's family attended? 3 

Rep. Huizenga: Again, I'm not sure on when the adoption happened, but it would have 4 
been either her and husband, or her and husband and daughter. That's one 5 
of the reasons why I know she didn't attend when the daughter was even ... 6 
When they were going through that, it's more about the personal business, 7 
and that doesn't need to be a part of this. 8 

Sean Quinn: Then how about for Jon DeWitte? 9 

Rep. Huizenga: Best of my recollection, it was his entire family. He's had an addition to 10 
that since then. I don't recall that Jodi has been at all of them. 11 

Omar Ashmawy: Jodi is- 12 

Rep. Huizenga: Jon DeWitte's wife. 13 

Sean Quinn: Is the ... To some extent, I think you had characterized Marliss and Jon for 14 
the Deer Valley financial services trip. 15 

Rep. Huizenga: I would say it's a D.C. focused trip, we have not invited people from 16 
Michigan for example. 17 

Sean Quinn: That's for the ski trip? 18 

Rep. Huizenga: Yeah, okay.  19 

Sean Quinn: Then, does the Disney trip have a particular focus or a particular type of 20 
donor that you're inviting? 21 

Rep. Huizenga: It's a D.C. PAC trip, no. 22 

Sean Quinn: On these trips, what things does the campaign pay for? Is it all expense 23 
paid for the staff like Jon and Marliss or there are certain things that they 24 
pay for that the campaign does not? 25 

Rep. Huizenga: I would generalize that it is a vast majority of expenses are paid for by the 26 
campaign. There may have been also, now that we have leadership fund, 27 
and some other things, there's different ways that things have been paid, 28 
but I'm not going to invite somebody or ask somebody or direct somebody 29 
because it's a volunteer basis, I can't direct, I can request, and have 30 
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somebody, and then expect them to incur expenses. That's not how I run 1 
my business. 2 

 If my guys have to run out and go get a part or take a day to go take CPR 3 
training, or something else, that's my expense, that's not their expense. 4 
They are being directed to go do that, asked to go do that, benefiting me, 5 
so I would not expect them to pay. 6 

Sean Quinn: Let's talk about some specific items that the campaign might pay for on 7 
the Disney trip, so how about meals? Will the campaign pay for all the 8 
meals? 9 

Rep. Huizenga: There are so many receptions, I'm hard pressed to figure out when those 10 
meals would happen, but yes. 11 

Sean Quinn: For example- 12 

Rep. Huizenga: During travel, again, you are being sent on travel, why would I pay for 13 
your meal at your destination but not for your meal at the airport? I'm not 14 
paying for your breakfast before you left, but if the clock starts, this is how 15 
I run my business, you were asking how I'm a manager. The clock starts 16 
when you leave the door, and you are on a trip, and that could be a trip to 17 
Box town, and you're going to take mileage for my company business, my 18 
gravel pit, or whether you're flying across the country, that would be 19 
consistent with virtually everybody's business practice that I'm familiar 20 
with. 21 

Sean Quinn: I'll just give you an example, let's say Jon and his family are out at the 22 
park on their own, and they get lunch on their own, would you expect 23 
them to expense that meal to the campaign? 24 

Rep. Huizenga: Again, it would depend on if we were paying for their participation, and 25 
they would also be a part of these meet ups at times, or they would 26 
sometimes do their own separate meet ups, they're going to be covering 27 
one park, we're covering in another park because people are scattered all 28 
over the place, so they ... This would not be unique, there's plenty of 29 
events around where the chief ends up filling in, or is a surrogate on a 30 
volunteer basis again, of course for members. 31 

Sean Quinn: Okay, maybe let me ask you another, still on the topic of meals, can you 32 
think of a scenario where the families would be at the park and eat a meal, 33 
and the campaign wouldn't pay for it? 34 
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Rep. Huizenga: Not specifically, no. Well, I can't ... Our events conclude, and they decide 1 
to stay on, then if we're outside the window of travel, of what I would 2 
deem as travel necessary for the event, that would be a scenario. 3 

Sean Quinn: You mean the campaign trip is done on Sunday, and they stay on Monday- 4 

Rep. Huizenga: Yeah, I'm not paying for their lunch on Tuesday as they decided to stick 5 
around and see grandma. 6 

Sean Quinn: Right. 7 

Rep. Huizenga: Right? But we would have that understanding. 8 

Sean Quinn: We can actually just ... To help us go through some of the things, this is a 9 
document that you all produced to us, this is one of Marliss's submissions 10 
for reimbursement from the Disney trip for 2016. It's looks like, meals 11 
seven, she specified seven meals paid for. 12 

Rep. Huizenga: My guess is that's because it's usually ... Well, I don't want to guess. 13 

Sean Quinn: Then the campaign would also pay for air fare, and then it looks like park 14 
tickets also. Let me actually just ask about that quickly because I know the 15 
park ticket situation at Disney is complicated, and there are 300 different 16 
types of tickets you can get. How did you decide on what park tickets 17 
Marliss, and her family received or anybody received? How did that 18 
work? 19 

Rep. Huizenga: I don't know how many days this is, just because someone is there doesn't 20 
necessarily mean that they are going in. 21 

Omar Ashmawy: Were you directly involved in decided which types of tickets to each 22 
family member got? 23 

Rep. Huizenga: No, not ... I would say in general, it would be like, “Okay.” Again, when 24 
you have little kids, I don't know if you have kids at all, but naps figure in 25 
big. 26 

Sean Quinn: Right. 27 

Rep. Huizenga: Right? Stroller for example, that makes sense to me. Again, I let people do 28 
their jobs, everybody knows what the goal and objective is, and what that 29 
means. They're professionals, I trust them. I don't suspect that I just got 30 
nickeled and dimed. If this said 27 meals- 31 

Sean Quinn: That would raise a flag. 32 
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Rep. Huizenga: My guess is, when there's three of them, that means either somebody 1 
didn't eat over a multiple, over a couple of days, or they may have paid for 2 
something on their own, I don't know from three years ago. 3 

Sean Quinn: Or attended an event where the meal was provided potentially. 4 

Rep. Huizenga: Which would not be unusual. 5 

Sean Quinn: Park tickets, cab fare, you mentioned that the campaign would have paid 6 
for the stroller as well. 7 

Rep. Huizenga: Again, their family coming to a family oriented PAC event, I would not 8 
have a problem having that expense because I see the benefit for all of 9 
their attendance. 10 

Sean Quinn: How would you describe the benefit of their attendance? 11 

Rep. Huizenga: Goodwill, this is a relationship built city, it's a relationship built business, 12 
for lack of a better term. 13 

Sean Quinn: Just so I understand what you mean when you say goodwill, you mean 14 
goodwill between donors and your staff or do you mean goodwill between 15 
you and your staff? 16 

Rep. Huizenga: No, between donors. This is all focused on, again, the focus is on making 17 
sure that there is a benefit to the campaign, either immediate, or a longer 18 
term. That longer term could be later in the cycle. I have trips, we have 19 
programs where if you are going to be a max out donor, you are eligible to 20 
attend certain events. Did I necessarily collect a check at the door of that 21 
particular event? Not necessarily, but someone has pledged, and or has 22 
maybe already, some PACs will say, “It's beginning of the cycle, we're 23 
just going to get this done and over with, here's your check.” 24 

 Others are going to say, "Well I've got so much for this quarter, and so 25 
much for this year, and next year." Then we like to hold stuff back, and 26 
then we're going to get back to you. 27 

Sean Quinn: Okay, have you ... On these trips where you bring in the families, have 28 
there ever been any concern raised about it – the bringing and paying for 29 
the families on these trips? 30 

Rep. Huizenga: For my family or are you saying for others family? 31 

Sean Quinn: Either, but let's start with the staff members' family. 32 
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Rep. Huizenga: No, because we do trips that are not family oriented, that family does not 1 
attend. That would actually be the majority of our events. I'm not inviting 2 
Marliss's kid on my beer tour. By the way, Grand Rapids had better beer 3 
than Asheville, North Carolina, we've established this with Patrick 4 
McHenry. I was a special guest- 5 

Sean Quinn: I'm from North Carolina, so we might not want to get into this 6 
conversation right here, but- 7 

Rep. Huizenga: You better come to Michigan at Grand Rapids beer city, USA. I was a 8 
special guest for Patrick's beer tour, he was a special guest on my beer 9 
tour. Jon and Marliss attended my beer tour, they did not take their 10 
families. 11 

Sean Quinn: Just to clarify, you've never had a conversation with anybody in your 12 
official office or campaign about whether or not it was appropriate to 13 
bring family members, staff's family members to Disney? 14 

Rep. Huizenga: Specifically to Disney. I had an assumption that if we were doing a family 15 
oriented event, and they were invited, I would extend that offer to their 16 
families. 17 

Sean Quinn: Okay, just any other of the other trips, it sounds like you were narrowing 18 
that to Disney, are there other trips- 19 

Rep. Huizenga: Well I think you narrowed it to Disney. The ski trip, again, Marliss hasn't 20 
been, I don't recall that Jon necessarily had his wife or both of his kids at 21 
the time, and they again had a third child, so his wife didn't attend. It all 22 
depends, I go to New York about once a month, okay? If there is an event 23 
that it would be appropriate, I don't have a problem having both Marliss 24 
and Jon there, same thing with families, same thing with ... You have to 25 
make a judgment on every single event you end up doing. 26 

 I have gone to New York on my own because something has fallen 27 
through, where it's been like, “Jon, this doesn't make sense.” Or, “Marliss, 28 
this does not make sense for us to incur two hotel rooms in Manhattan.” 29 
Which you may have experienced are not cheap. It doesn't make sense, so 30 
last minute, “Don't go.” It causes issues with plane tickets because are you 31 
going to spend extra money on a refundable ticket, so you got the 32 
flexibility because it's non-governmental travel, so you can't have that 33 
automatic flexibility, but then you start cementing yourself in. Again, it all 34 
depends on circumstances. 35 

Sean Quinn: Did you have something to add? 36 
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Jeremy Ritter-Wiseman: Yeah, just besides having it be a beer tour or something that's adult 1 
oriented- 2 

Rep. Huizenga: Golf. 3 

Jeremy Ritter-Wiseman: Golf, is there any other deciding factors whether you considered it 4 
a family oriented event or just the fact that you're going to Disney World 5 
and you're going to be skiing? 6 

Rep. Huizenga: Are there other families attending? You can do an event anywhere and I'm 7 
not sure how you can pull off a family oriented Vegas event, but you can 8 
do it. You could pull off a non-family event at Disney, not a whole lot of 9 
single people want to go and utilize their PAC dollars to go down to 10 
Disney for that, so again, it's context and circumstances. We have PAC 11 
donors that request family oriented events. 12 

 Now we've been very focused on D.C. and PAC, and that, but we also 13 
have people back home that focus on, and request family oriented events. 14 
Whether we do our pancakes and politics, or pumpkins and politics, or 15 
whatever it might be, I do a frozen yogurt birthday bash, which is family 16 
oriented, we charge by the family. It all depends on context. 17 

Sean Quinn: Aside from specific conversations, I just maybe want to understand the 18 
process. If there was a question raised about whether or not it was 19 
appropriate to bring somebody, a family member, or anybody, or any 20 
ethical issue about maybe a campaign event, who would be the person in 21 
your staff to run that question down? 22 

Rep. Huizenga: Can you clarify that a little bit? I just want to make sure I'm following the 23 
question. 24 

Sean Quinn: Sure, I'll give you an example and maybe you can tell how it could work 25 
out. On the Disney trip, somebody raises to you, or to somebody on your 26 
staff, “Hey, I'm not sure the campaign should actually be paying for these 27 
many people to go to Disney, is it appropriate?” You wanted to do some 28 
check, or ask somebody, who would do that? Who would you check with? 29 

Rep. Huizenga: First of all, we would check on the legality we have because I'm a dues 30 
paying member of NRCC, we often use their legal team, and get their 31 
judgment. Beyond that, unfortunately for me, and good thing for Charlie, I 32 
end up paying him a fair amount of money, and his firm is well for that 33 
type of advice, is that what you're asking? 34 

Sean Quinn: Yeah, that is. Can you give me an example, where you've ever done that 35 
sort of thing, explain that process to me. An example, a concern you had. 36 
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Rep. Huizenga: Again, DeWitte would be intimately involved in those conversations as I 1 
would suspect most chiefs would be. It wouldn't typically be me calling 2 
the NRCC lawyers, posing the question personally, it would be him 3 
reporting back to me. If I had further questions, we might do follow up. 4 

Sean Quinn: It sounds like in general Jon DeWitte would be allowed to interface or 5 
play the middleman in figuring it out – 6 

Rep. Huizenga: Information gatherer, and then again, if it is D.C. PAC oriented, there 7 
would be no reason to involve Jim Barry. If it involves somebody 8 
traveling from here, then it would typically be Jon or Marliss, then I would 9 
go to Jim Barry and say, "Okay, what's your gut on ... Does this make 10 
sense?" 11 

Omar Ashmawy: Other than the fact that these events, specifically Disney are family 12 
oriented, are there any other reasons why the campaign paid for Mr. 13 
DeWitte's and Marliss's family to travel to Disney? 14 

Rep. Huizenga: I see a direct benefit for the campaign for them traveling and coming. To 15 
me, it's a little selfish, but we do these things to benefit the campaign, and 16 
benefit me. Now, having been in that staff position, I get it, that there are 17 
some tougher duties, and there's some easier duties. 18 

Omar Ashmawy: Other than that benefit to the campaign, was there any other rationale for 19 
paying for their family to travel? 20 

Rep. Huizenga: Not specifically, no. I'm not quite sure what ... It feels like you're asking 21 
different than what you're actually asking. 22 

Omar Ashmawy: I'm just wondering whether ... Again, let me put it in another way. Why 23 
did the campaign pay for Marliss's and Jon's family to come to Disney? 24 

Rep. Huizenga: The same reason why it would pay for my family to come, which is again, 25 
family oriented event where our PAC donors are expecting other family 26 
members to be there, so that the relationships that get built are not just 27 
among the adults. I know that my kids actually have stayed in touch with 28 
other kids for example that they have gotten to know over the years on 29 
these. 30 

 My youngest who is not much of a skier, and had to get convinced, one of 31 
his little buddies reached out that he had met, and was like, “Are you 32 
coming?” It was like, “Okay.” I forget the kid's, Collin, or whatever the 33 
kid's name is, “If he is going, okay, yeah.” Is that more of an answer. 34 

Sean Quinn: Yes, that does answer the question. 35 
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Sean Quinn: We're going to talk about a few other trips, and I'll try to move through 1 
them efficiently. We've talked a little bit about the ski trip, where does that 2 
take place? 3 

Rep. Huizenga: So far it's been just Deer Valley. 4 

Sean Quinn: Okay, and how many times have you gone on that trip? 5 

Rep. Huizenga: I was a special guest the first time, so that would have been ‘18, and then 6 
‘19 was our first year of directly without Jeb Hensarling, I guess.  7 

Charlie Spies: What do you need? 8 

Rep. Huizenga: I have no idea what time it is. 9 

Charlie Spies: A quarter to six. 10 

Rep. Huizenga: We've been at it for an hour. I won't mind a quick restroom break, and 11 
then- 12 

Sean Quinn: Sure, I'm just going to stop recording.  13 

Okay, and we're back on the record. I think we were talking about the 14 
Deer Valley trip, you said it was in 2018 that you were a special guest, and 15 
it was this year 2019 that it was your event, or you were jointly at the 16 
event with others. 17 

Rep. Huizenga: To be clear, I did do a luncheon event in 18, but it was not my ... I did not 18 
organize the event. ‘19, we helped to take over an organization of it. 19 

Sean Quinn: Cool, what was the 2018 event that you did? 20 

Rep. Huizenga: It was a luncheon. 21 

Sean Quinn: Was this the “Bloodies with Bill”? 22 

Rep. Huizenga: Yeah. 23 

Sean Quinn: Okay. 24 

Rep. Huizenga: I guess, actually technically I did the Bloody Mary, yeah, we called it the 25 
luncheon. 26 

Sean Quinn: There were some Bloody Mary’s present? 27 
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Rep. Huizenga: Yes, if you had one of them out there, you'd call it a lunch.  1 

Sean Quinn: That's the St. Regis's thing, the Bloody Mary's? 2 

Rep. Huizenga: Yes. 3 

Sean Quinn: What's the Deer Valley one? Don't they each have a different Bloody 4 
Mary? 5 

Rep. Huizenga: Black volcanic salt, or something or other. 6 

Sean Quinn: In 2018, there were no other Huizenga specific events? 7 

Rep. Huizenga: Fundraisers, I would say that's different than doing a meet up or ... Again, 8 
there's breakfast, there's ... The French term is après ski, and then there's 9 
typically dinner. 10 

Sean Quinn: Okay, the only fundraising event was the luncheon? 11 

Rep. Huizenga: My specific, but we were there ... I forget exactly how many days. 12 

Sean Quinn: Then in 2018, do you remember who else attended? 13 

Rep. Huizenga: In ‘18? 14 

Sean Quinn: 2018. 15 

Rep. Huizenga: Be more specific on who attended, meaning- 16 

Sean Quinn: From Huizenga campaign, so it was you, anybody else from your staff? 17 

Rep. Huizenga: Jon DeWitte. 18 

Sean Quinn: Okay, and then any family members? 19 

Rep. Huizenga: Of Jon's? 20 

Sean Quinn: Yeah, of Jon. 21 

Rep. Huizenga: My recollection is that Jodi did not go. 22 

Sean Quinn: How about kids? 23 

Rep. Huizenga: I don't think his youngest ... Well I know his youngest son didn't, he's 24 
three. I don't know that , his daughter went. How I know that, longer 25 
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story but probably ... I had a little ski accident on the last day, and Jon's 1 
son, who I was skiing with was the one that directed me back to the ... 2 
That's how I know he was there. 3 

Sean Quinn: Okay, I got you. Which son is that? 4 

Rep. Huizenga:  is his oldest. 5 

Sean Quinn: Okay, and then from your family? 6 

Rep. Huizenga: Easiest for me to work up, ,  were there, I don't think  was, 7 
and , and Garrett did come out. I think  was there ... No, I 8 
know one of the kids, we were not a complete unit because one or two of 9 
the kids did not attend the first year, and last year was our first. I don't 10 
think my ... Because my daughter is not much of a skier. 11 

Sean Quinn: Then how about your wife Natalie? 12 

Rep. Huizenga: Yeah, she was there with me. She's more popular than I am. 13 

Sean Quinn: And then so why did you bring your families to that event? 14 

Rep. Huizenga: Because it has been a family oriented event. 15 

Sean Quinn: It sounds like when you're a special guest that's kind of a more leanly 16 
staffed trip for you or generally it is. 17 

Rep. Huizenga: Yep. 18 

Sean Quinn: But that doesn't necessarily apply to families going. Is that correct? 19 

Rep. Huizenga: Meaning... 20 

Sean Quinn: You brought your families and Jon's family – 21 

Rep. Huizenga: Part, I think he had- 22 

Sean Quinn: You would have been more- 23 

Rep. Huizenga: ... part of his family there. Yeah. 24 

Sean Quinn: But you would have been more selective about the staff that you were 25 
bringing? 26 

Rep. Huizenga: Mm-hmm (affirmative). 27 
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 Again we were doing, we were raising less money. 1 

Sean Quinn: So you would say kind of the amount of money you're raising in some 2 
ways dictates the number of staff that you're going to bring- 3 

Rep. Huizenga: I would say size of event. Size, number, frequency, who all is going. 4 

Sean Quinn: And what sort of activities do the kids take part in, in the ski trip? 5 

Rep. Huizenga: Like as far as the fundraising side? They're there at all of them. 6 

Sean Quinn: They're at every event? 7 

Rep. Huizenga: Yeah. 8 

Sean Quinn: So they were at the Bloodys, the Bloodys with Bill? 9 

Rep. Huizenga: Because there was a lunch right after. [crosstalk 01:11:35]- 10 

Sean Quinn: Assuming not having . . .  11 

Rep. Huizenga: ... they didn't, let's be clear on the tape, they did not have Bloody Mary's, 12 
but... 13 

 No, we expect, I expect my family to be attending and doing my events. 14 
And then they know that, they do that. 15 

Omar Ashmawy: Outside of your events, what's your family doing? 16 

Rep. Huizenga: Well, they also attend all of the other events. So the breakfast, the skiing 17 
out there shuts down at 4:00, so when they do the four o'clock apres ski, 18 
it's not like anybody's else off skiing anyway. That's when the... Which 19 
was why our lunch was a little controversial about whether we were going 20 
to interrupt the day or not and whether it was going to be successful or not, 21 
because you pretty much ski from about, I think it opens at 9:00 or 22 
whatever ‘til 4:00 or 10 ‘til 4:00 and that's kind of it. 23 

 So then after that they're coming off the slopes, going into the operate ski, 24 
going to the dinner, going to the whatever that we're doing. 25 

Sean Quinn: So, you know where you stand in everybody's mind vis-a-vis, the slopes. 26 
If they come to your lunch or not is the, is kind of the- 27 

Rep. Huizenga: Some of it, hardcore folks didn't show necessarily, which is also why we 28 
then, you do these things and you learn. Right? And so we try to improve. 29 
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So we had a meet up for lunch this year rather than doing a lunch or 1 
Bloodies. 2 

Omar Ashmawy: What about Jon Dewitt's family? What are they doing? 3 

Rep. Huizenga: Attending. 4 

Omar Ashmawy: All the events? 5 

Rep. Huizenga: Best to my recollection, yes. So my son  and  are friends or 6 
have gotten to know each other, a couple, they're a little age difference but 7 
not significant. 8 

 And so pretty much where our kids are going, his kids are going, we're 9 
doing this as families. 10 

 I mean he's a professional. He gets it. I understand. You know, there's 11 
expectations of participation. 12 

Sean Quinn: Any other questions on the ski event? You good? 13 

Omar Ashmawy: Yeah. 14 

Sean Quinn: I understand you take a golf trip to Georgia also or you have taken that 15 
golf trip to Georgia, Sea Island? 16 

Rep. Huizenga: We have been, yes, we have gone down there. 17 

Sean Quinn: And when was that? 18 

Rep. Huizenga: We have attended twice, I believe. Again, as special guests with the 19 
Graves, Tom Graves. 20 

Sean Quinn: And from the campaign, who attends? Is it just you? 21 

Rep. Huizenga: My recollection, it was just, yes, just us. 22 

Sean Quinn: And did you bring- 23 

Rep. Huizenga: My family. 24 

Sean Quinn: ... Family? The whole family? 25 

Rep. Huizenga: Varies. It depends, I got two kids in college. 26 
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Sean Quinn: Give or take one member of the family? 1 

Rep. Huizenga: The toughest is the college kids, my high school kids, we're not going to 2 
dump them off and leave them home. So. 3 

Sean Quinn: And were other families on that –  4 

Rep. Huizenga: Oh yeah. 5 

Sean Quinn: Sea Island trip? 6 

Rep. Huizenga: Yeah. The Graves kids, our kids have become friends. Tom and Julie are, 7 
in that he is, he is the chair, sorry was chair of an extremely important sub-8 
committee in my world, as FSGG. He had oversight of all of the financial 9 
world. 10 

Sean Quinn: And then I understand there's a Mackinac trip that you take. 11 

Rep. Huizenga: So you have to clarify. The Michigan GOP Mackinac bi-annual trip? 12 

Sean Quinn: I think that's what it was. I think that's what I'm talking about, or at least 13 
that's what we've heard. 14 

Rep. Huizenga: I have done one trip, one fundraising trip, which was last year, or the year 15 
prior. We only did it once, with some of the other Michigan delegation. 16 

Omar Ashmawy: And is that concurrent with the GOP trip? 17 

Rep. Huizenga: No. 18 

Omar Ashmawy: That was separate from the GOP trip? 19 

Rep. Huizenga: Yeah. 20 

Sean Quinn: And when was the fundraising trip? 21 

Rep. Huizenga: June or July, lilacs weren't, well maybe lilacs were still out. Summer of, I 22 
don't recall whether it was '18 or '17. I think it was '18. We had been trying 23 
to do this for a number of years and it came together once. And then we 24 
did not do it again. 25 

Sean Quinn: The Michigan GOP event is every other year? 26 

Rep. Huizenga: Yeah. 27 
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Sean Quinn: Is that right? Okay. So was it the same year as one of the GOP 1 
convention? 2 

Rep. Huizenga: The MI-GOP event is always the off election year. So it'd be '17, '19 going 3 
back. So it's every other year non election years. 4 

Sean Quinn: So in 2017 you would have done the MI-GOP trip- 5 

Rep. Huizenga: In September. 6 

Sean Quinn: In September. 7 

Rep. Huizenga: So it would have been, now that I'm thinking of it, it would have been like 8 
June or early July of '18 when we did that and we didn't replicate, we 9 
didn't do, we decided not to do the event again this year, the Mackinac 10 
trip. 11 

Sean Quinn: Okay. So the September 2017 trip was MI-GOP and then you think it was 12 
summer of 2018- 13 

Rep. Huizenga: Yep. 14 

Sean Quinn: ... that you did your fundraising with them. 15 

Rep. Huizenga: That's my recollection. 16 

Sean Quinn: For, let's talk about the September, 2017 MI-GOP trip. Would the 17 
campaign pay for that? 18 

Rep. Huizenga: Oh God, yes. This is the largest political event in Michigan. 19 

Sean Quinn: Just to focus our conversation a little bit, I will give you this email, which 20 
you produced to us about that Mackinac trip. So we can talk about who 21 
went on that trip. 22 

Rep. Huizenga: Yep. 23 

Sean Quinn: Jim and Liza, I assume is Jim Barry? 24 

Rep. Huizenga: Yep. 25 

Sean Quinn: Okay. And just for the record, this is August 31st, 2017 email from Matt 26 
Kooiman to you and some other folks. Natalie, Jon and Sarah Lisman. 27 
Ron and Jan is Ron- 28 
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Rep. Huizenga: Ron, would have been Ron VanderKolk. He ended up not going. His 1 
health was... 2 

Sean Quinn: Greg and the family... 3 

Rep. Huizenga: Greg VanWoerkom. 4 

Sean Quinn: VanWoerkom, and who from his family went do you recall? 5 

Rep. Huizenga: I don't; he has younger kids. So, is it appropriate to give them more 6 
context to how Mackinac works? 7 

Charlie Spies: If they're interested. 8 

Sean Quinn: Sure.  9 

Rep. Huizenga: I don't know if you've ever been to Mackinac Island. 10 

Sean Quinn: I'm familiar with Mackinac Island; I've never been. 11 

Rep. Huizenga: Okay. 12 

Sean Quinn: I lived for a year in Michigan, so. 13 

Rep. Huizenga: What's that? 14 

Sean Quinn: I lived for a year in Michigan, so I know about it. 15 

Rep. Huizenga: Okay. So isolated island they have to take a ferry to or fly to that has no 16 
vehicles on it. So everything is done by either walking, bicycle or horses. 17 
The Grand Hotel, which is where the event actually occurs or that the 18 
official- 19 

Sean Quinn: Convention. 20 

Rep. Huizenga: ... Yeah, the conference, that's called, occurs is up this massive hill and 21 
isolated. Then there is a downtown area. The hotel because that's the main 22 
area, the hotel rooms there are harder to get. The MI-GOP literally takes 23 
over like 90% of the island, all the hotel rooms, they are in charge of all 24 
the hotel rooms at the Grand Hotel. 25 

 It becomes a feeding frenzy for hotels for the rest of the place. So as soon 26 
as that window opens, we go in and grab hotel rooms. Typically more than 27 
what we would need so that we have options because what we'll end up 28 
doing also is we will have donors or grassroots participants, other elected 29 
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officials who will then come to us and go, hey, I've got someone else or I 1 
need another room. Can you help out? 2 

 So typically at the grand, the state party, which controls all of that, they 3 
ask probably in January of '17 how many rooms do you need? We lock 4 
those down. They're not necessarily used. We then release them. So like 5 
this Ron and Jan, there are so many events and there's, Charlie, how many 6 
people would show up? 7 

Rep. Huizenga: It's easily 1,000. 8 

Charlie Spies: Plus people, so yeah. 9 

Rep. Huizenga: It is, I mean there are presidential candidates that fly in and out on this. 10 
Pick it, you name it. 11 

Sean Quinn: Got you. 12 

Rep. Huizenga: It is. It is a national among Republican circles, it's known as one of those 13 
national kind of events that you end up going to. There's luncheon, there's 14 
the breakfast program and a luncheon program and a dinner program for 15 
certain number of the days. 16 

Sean Quinn: When you say program is that a speaking event? 17 

Rep. Huizenga: The speaking events. Typically I would speak at, at least one of them. My 18 
daughter sang at this one in 2017, she's a very accomplished singer. 19 

 So she was asked to sing national anthem at the closing dinner or I guess 20 
God Bless America, doesn't matter. 21 

 So this in August would be, okay, we are trying to finalize who's actually 22 
going, you'll see room six empty. That gives us flexibility. What I have 23 
done for a number of years is helped sponsor politically minded kids who 24 
are interested in politics to come and experience it. I had people do that for 25 
me and then we pay for them, we tell them, we're going to help you get a 26 
hotel room and we're going to, and you can buy these dinner tickets and 27 
lunch tickets separately and they're not cheap. So, for example, I don't 28 
know that Greg and his family ever came to any of the programmed 29 
lunches. 30 

Sean Quinn: Right. 31 

Rep. Huizenga: For example, or the dinners as kids would have been too young anyway. 32 
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 But there are events, I would say hundreds and I don't know that it would 1 
be an exaggeration, hundreds of events, because when I was a state rep, I 2 
did two events. 3 

 I've done an ice cream social event, which was again a family oriented 4 
thing, that we did at the Murray Hotel offsite of that. The entire island 5 
becomes this big giant, cocktail party fundraising, relationship building, 6 
two day extravaganza. It's a sight to behold. 7 

Sean Quinn: Just a couple of other questions on some of the folks, who is Pavlina? 8 

Rep. Huizenga: Pavlina was a young lady who Garrett went to college with and you can 9 
actually follow her on, she's an Insta celebrity. 10 

Charlie Spies: We're going to see which one’s following her – which one’s the quickest 11 
to try to follow her on Instagram. 12 

Rep. Huizenga: You have to send her product to get her. But she's politically oriented 13 
friend who, and I'm trying to think if she ended up even going, or not. She 14 
may have again, we had question marks behind it. 15 

Sean Quinn: Yep. 16 

Rep. Huizenga: So again, this was a working document not honed down to the final 17 
product. So, I don't know if- 18 

Sean Quinn: So, that it looks like Garrett brought, might have brought, at least at this 19 
time he's bringing three other friends and then Pavlina would have gotten 20 
her own room? 21 

Rep. Huizenga: And that reason is, is because it's got two queen size. We have a room 22 
with two queen size beds and we throw four guys in the room. 23 

Sean Quinn: Got you. 24 

 And I see – 25 

Rep. Huizenga: It was Jordan, Mitch, and I mean, these are guys that are still politically 26 
involved and engaged and work on our campaigns and volunteer and do 27 
all kinds of stuff. 28 

Sean Quinn: And then I see under the Island House there's Boomer and his family. And 29 
then is Colina, Boomer's wife? 30 

Rep. Huizenga: Yes. 31 
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Sean Quinn: Okay. And you specify that HFC is not paying for Colina's family. Do you 1 
know why that was? 2 

Rep. Huizenga: Because they're not connected to the campaign. 3 

Sean Quinn: Okay. 4 

Rep. Huizenga: And they're not constituents. 5 

Sean Quinn: And not politically oriented in the same way that Garrett's friends are? 6 

Rep. Huizenga: Oh well, so Garrett, Pavlina, any of those... So this is the other element of 7 
this. Each campaign, so in '17, they are gearing up for the gubernatorial 8 
run. It's pre-primary. Every single campaign brings volunteers along. You 9 
pay for college kids, ferry rides and either hotels on the mainland, or hotel 10 
rooms in there. You pack them full. 11 

 These guys... We used all these guys, I think in 2017 we had Huizenga for 12 
Congress sunglasses made up that said Huizenga for Congress on the side. 13 
We took a risk because it was raining when they first got there and then 14 
the sun cleared up and nobody had sunglasses. So there was about 500 15 
Huizenga for Congress sunglasses walking around the island for the rest of 16 
the remainder of the weekend. So these guys would stand down at the 17 
docks as the ferries are coming. So you have probably how big are the 18 
ferries hold, 100 people at a time, 150 people at a time. 19 

 And they come in every 20 minutes or 30 minutes from the mainland and 20 
every, I mean, it's just lined with banners. Campaigns have all their swag 21 
stuff that they're giving out. So they're trotting around the island in tee 22 
shirts. We have other people that are not on this list who we didn't 23 
necessarily pay for, who volunteer; they're working on the gubernatorial 24 
one, but they had a time off. So we throw a tee shirt on them. I mean, we 25 
come with a box of tee shirts, hand those suckers out. We're handing out, I 26 
mean it, it is a political fest. 27 

Sean Quinn: I got you. I think that's probably all I have on Mackinac. 28 

 So moving on from the trips a little bit, I want to talk about some of the 29 
policies in your office about spending and how campaign staffers, and 30 
then also I guess official staffers might spend money for the campaign. 31 

 Let's talk maybe a little bit about receipts and kind of policies around 32 
keeping documents related to expenditures. Is there an office policy about 33 
keeping receipts and how long you keep them? 34 
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Rep. Huizenga: Yes, and not specifically about how long you would keep them, other than 1 
what is legally required by the FEC or the IRS. 2 

Sean Quinn: And you said yes, there is a policy. 3 

Rep. Huizenga: Well, there's an expectation that people are handing in receipts. If a receipt 4 
is at all attainable. 5 

Sean Quinn: Okay. And what happens if there's not a receipt? 6 

Rep. Huizenga: So it would be- 7 

Sean Quinn: Somebody lost it... 8 

Rep. Huizenga: ... it would be circumstantial. I mean, if they had all of their receipts 9 
surrounding lunch, but lunch on Mackinac Islands is missing and they'd 10 
go, man, I don't know what happened to it. Oh, but you've got a copy of 11 
your credit card bill that we're going to see at the end of the month. That to 12 
me makes sense, that it's not like it would be out of place. 13 

 Circumstances would dictate how it would be dealt with. 14 

Sean Quinn: And has that changed over time? I know you had Ron kind of up until 15 
about 2018 and now there's Paul; are the policies generally the same? 16 

Rep. Huizenga: Quite honestly, I am less involved with Paul because he's not local. 17 

Sean Quinn: Okay. 18 

Rep. Huizenga: And I am probably less engaged with that versus going in and seeing Ron 19 
physically in person. 20 

Sean Quinn: So he said, if you have a receipt, that's ideal. If you've got a credit card 21 
statement that will kind of back it up. Are there any scenarios that you 22 
know of where there's just no way of proving a expenditure but you just 23 
take somebody's word for it? 24 

Rep. Huizenga: I can't think of, I can't think... did you say an example? Or an instance? 25 

Sean Quinn: If you have an example, that'd be great. 26 

Rep. Huizenga: I don't. 27 

Sean Quinn: Okay. 28 
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Rep. Huizenga: I don't. 1 

Sean Quinn: But would that happen? 2 

Rep. Huizenga: I can't recall that. No. 3 

Sean Quinn: I'm going to show you. You said you've seen FEC reports and reviewed 4 
them before and you're kind of familiar with what the expenditure reports 5 
look like. 6 

 I’m going to show you this one, which we're going to be looking at item 7 
C, on the first page and the item A, on the second page, which are 8 
expenditures, payments to Jon Dewitt on 11/24/2017 and on the second 9 
page, 12/11/2017. 10 

Rep. Huizenga: Yep. 11 

Sean Quinn: So the first one on the first page was for $4,734.47. Do you see that one? 12 

Rep. Huizenga: Mm-hmm (affirmative). 13 

Sean Quinn: It's item C, the purpose of the disbursement was campaign expenses and 14 
other than that, are you familiar with the term memo item? 15 

Rep. Huizenga: Yes. 16 

Sean Quinn: Do you know what that would mean? 17 

Rep. Huizenga: Yep. 18 

Sean Quinn: So there are no memo items under this $4,734.47 disbursement. Then if 19 
you look at the next one. Similarly 20/11/2017, $1,754.22, no memo items 20 
under that. When you're reviewing an FEC report, would that or anybody 21 
on your staff, would that raise a red flag for you? 22 

Charlie Spies: Before you answer that, can I ask... 23 

Rep. Huizenga: Yeah, please. 24 

Charlie Spies: Are you an experienced FEC reporting specialist? 25 

Rep. Huizenga: No. 26 

Charlie Spies: Have you studied the details? What's required for memo items, and how 27 
this works? 28 
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Rep. Huizenga: No, I'm generally familiar with itemization and how I, yeah, so. 1 

Sean Quinn: Does that, so having made that clarification, when you look at that, is that 2 
pretty standard for an FEC report from your campaign? 3 

Rep. Huizenga: I would say that without going back to review them all, I am aware that 4 
typically there would be more memos, of itemized memos or whatever 5 
they're called. 6 

Sean Quinn: Who, sort of those questions that Charlie just asked you, who does on your 7 
campaign have that sort of expertise to review this report and say, for 8 
example, we need some memo items? 9 

Rep. Huizenga: So, pretty typically Ron would prepare it, that responsibility would be 10 
with him. Now, what I don't know is then if the FEC, it's not unusual for 11 
the FEC to go then ask, request additional information. 12 

 So what I don't know from this is was there that follow-up by the FEC that 13 
then compelled that. So it was my recollection is its expenditures over 14 
$200. 15 

Omar Ashmawy: So you said Ron prepared the FEC disclosures, would someone review 16 
them before they were submitted? 17 

Rep. Huizenga: Yes, we had answered that earlier. 18 

Omar Ashmawy: Yes, I just wanted to sort of revisit that. Who would review the FEC 19 
disclosure before they were submitted to the FEC? 20 

Rep. Huizenga: Typically I would take a look. I would tend to be not focused on 21 
something like this, a reimbursement. What I would be typically focused 22 
on is donors because oftentimes occupation might be missing or some 23 
other piece of information. 24 

 So that would be what my focus would be on. 25 

Charlie Spies: Can I ask, sorry to interrupt, but just one other thing is, when these reports 26 
are prepared, they're using category codes which is the FEC shorthand that 27 
describes the specifics of what disbursements are for, are you familiar with 28 
those? 29 

Rep. Huizenga: Okay. Yeah. 30 

Charlie Spies: Do you review that granular, or – 31 
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Rep. Huizenga: No, not typically, but I see a category type 7, 007 on there. 1 

Charlie Spies: You're relying... Are you're relying on the FEC reporting people to do the 2 
category posts? 3 

Rep. Huizenga: Yeah, I mean because interestingly enough, the next one on, A, on the 4 
next page is category one. I don't know what the differences are between a 5 
001 and a 007. 6 

Omar Ashmawy: Just to get back to what we were talking about, you would look them over, 7 
but you were focusing on donor information. Was there anyone who was 8 
responsible- 9 

Rep. Huizenga: I would also look, go ahead- 10 

Omar Ashmawy: Oh, please.  11 

Rep. Huizenga: I would be looking as to where our money was being spent. 12 

 How much did the billboards cost, how much did the television ads cost? 13 

Omar Ashmawy: Sure. 14 

Rep. Huizenga: How much did production cost? 15 

Omar Ashmawy: Was there anyone looking at these before they were submitted to the FEC 16 
that was looking at them with an eye towards them being properly filled 17 
out and being properly compliant with FEC regulations? 18 

Rep. Huizenga: That would typically be Ron. 19 

Omar Ashmawy: So, that would be primarily Ron's responsibility? 20 

Rep. Huizenga: Yeah. 21 

Omar Ashmawy: Okay. You had mentioned itemization before that you were just roughly 22 
familiar with the concept of itemization. Could you elaborate? 23 

Rep. Huizenga: Because my American Express bill goes in and gets paid with one lump 24 
sum, I knew that Ron had to break out the various categories of what it 25 
was spent on. 26 

Omar Ashmawy: Okay. 27 
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Sean Quinn: Do you think Jon would have a similar familiarity with that itemization 1 
requirement? 2 

Rep. Huizenga: I would assume so. 3 

 I would say unfortunately he tends to not be as timely. Things come in a 4 
lump. 5 

Sean Quinn: Right. 6 

Rep. Huizenga: At which point he got it sorted out, or Ron would have to sort it out, or 7 
Ron and Jon would have to sort it out. 8 

Sean Quinn: So just back on this particular example, this is 2017 and our original 9 
requests for information, we asked for information about these 10 
disbursements and then again specifically- 11 

Rep. Huizenga: These two specific ones. 12 

Sean Quinn: And then again specifically when no information was provided, we 13 
pointed them out in particular and asked again for information about those 14 
and nobody was able to produce anything related to these two. Do you 15 
know why that might be? 16 

Rep. Huizenga: My guess would be this is at the end of Ron's tenure of doing this, so 17 
whether there was a file that we missed or a timeframe that... I can't 18 
speculate. 19 

Omar Ashmawy: Based on the way you run your office and run your campaign, would you 20 
have anticipated that there would be documents? 21 

Rep. Huizenga: Yes. 22 

Omar Ashmawy: Backing up those expenses? 23 

Rep. Huizenga: Yes. 24 

Sean Quinn: Have you ever done any sort of general audit or overview of these FEC 25 
reports and looked for gaps for example, like this one or identified any 26 
problems in the way you were reporting over the last few years? 27 

Rep. Huizenga: To the best of my understanding, we have never had any kind of major 28 
flag put up by the FEC. There's always things that you have to go back in 29 
and fill in, occupation or an address got missed, or something along those 30 
lines. 31 
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Sean Quinn: Have you done that sort of thing since our office's review has begun? 1 

Rep. Huizenga: Have we done an in depth is that? So, when my recollection switching 2 
from Ron doing these books to Paul, there was a more extensive sort of 3 
deep dive. Mostly, I think just making sure that we had numbers matching 4 
up, before we handed off books. 5 

Sean Quinn: Sort of related to that kind of audit question, to the extent you had policies 6 
or did not have policies related to how you were doing FEC reporting or 7 
keeping track of expenditures. Have you had any policy changes since our 8 
review has begun? 9 

Rep. Huizenga: I think in an experience like this tends to focus everybody. 10 

Sean Quinn: Okay. 11 

Rep. Huizenga: So having a more uniform standardized process. That was part of our 12 
reason for switching to Paul. Ron was a trusted family employee before he 13 
ever took over my books. He ran the family ready-mix company books 14 
then came on and has done our... I mean he's been a long time employee. 15 
So there was a trust element with Ron, that doesn't mean that we didn't 16 
review our books, right? We always did, but we were trying to make sure 17 
that expenditures and balances matched up. 18 

 There was an expectation of trust and I would say he was characterized by 19 
being thorough. 20 

Sean Quinn: So moving a little bit away from specifically FEC reports and just talking 21 
about the way the campaign spends money in general, do you have any 22 
policies that you can think of, related to how staffers spend money for the 23 
campaign? 24 

Rep. Huizenga: Well, so wait, you're saying campaign staffers, Jim Berry would typically 25 
be the guy that would, if it's a major expenditure. So if we're talking 26 
stamps, knock yourself out. When we went to buy the van, we were all 27 
crawling all over that one. Right? And we go through a step, a process of 28 
that. 29 

 So I don't know if that answers it. 30 

Sean Quinn: So for, I think, what you're just telling me, if it was major expenses. 31 

Rep. Huizenga: Yes. 32 

Sean Quinn: Would be made through the campaign? 33 
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Rep. Huizenga: Yeah. Yeah, that would need to have some sort of review. And I'm 1 
assuming in the 300 plus documents that we provided, there was the 2 
somewhere me going yes to our expenditure on production. Yes, to our 3 
production or to our expenditure on how much we're putting into 4 
television. Yes, to print, no to newspaper or no, you know, those kinds of 5 
things. 6 

Sean Quinn: And so for you gave stamps as an example. If the campaign needed 7 
stamps, a campaign staffer is out and is going to purchase those stamps, 8 
how would they do that? 9 

Rep. Huizenga: I'm not sure that there would be one specific way. We mostly got away 10 
from petty cash. That always seemed like an odd concept to me, to have 11 
pick the number, whether it's 10 bucks or 1000 bucks sitting around in 12 
cash. It's an odd way of doing it. 13 

 We had prepaid Visa cards in the van for people to go get fuel for 14 
example, that kind of thing. So we tried to standardize it because we had 15 
so many volunteers and we hired a couple of college kids that were 16 
working in the summer and a couple of them that were working on the 17 
campaign part-time, you know. So my son was overseas for a semester 18 
and that normally would've been kind of his thing, right. Driving the van 19 
to parades and doing that kind of stuff. And so we had to augment that and 20 
we tried to provide them with resources. 21 

Sean Quinn: Is there campaign card that staffers have access to? 22 

Rep. Huizenga: The only card is my personal American Express and the debit cards. So 23 
there would be times, for example, Heather would get the debit card to pay 24 
for a room reservation or a catering bill, or Ron would pay for that, or Jim 25 
Berry would go and pay for media. 26 

Sean Quinn: So it might be the case that an individual would go out and personally pay 27 
for it and submit the expense. 28 

Rep. Huizenga: No, I'm saying that we had a campaign debit card for some of those more 29 
major purchases. 30 

Sean Quinn: Okay. 31 

Rep. Huizenga: There may be instance of Jim borrowing my American Express card to go 32 
buy something. Or, I would give my America Express card to someone to 33 
go run and get pizzas for volunteers or whatever. 34 
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Sean Quinn: And then, I guess another way to do it would be if somebody was out and 1 
spent their own money and then they would submit a request to be 2 
reimbursed for that. 3 

Rep. Huizenga: With Ron or Paul now, I guess how it would work. 4 

Sean Quinn: They would submit that to Ron? 5 

Rep. Huizenga: Yes. 6 

Sean Quinn: Any kind of policy about when it was appropriate to do that or not? 7 

Rep. Huizenga: Again, only if it was more minor expenses. 8 

Sean Quinn: Okay. Like paying for catering, for example. Where would that – 9 

Rep. Huizenga: Well, typically we would probably do a- If they needed a credit card and 10 
some places don't take American Express, we would put it on a personal 11 
card. That's why you might see a Visa. My recollection is there might be 12 
an occasion where Visa was paid directly or Natalie would be reimbursed 13 
or myself would be reimbursed. Jim Barry might be reimbursed. Heather, 14 
in her function as the fund raiser may have. 15 

Sean Quinn: We talked with Matt some. We talked about you would go, I think in 16 
particular for a fourth of July event, for a parade, you went out and bought 17 
a bunch of candy. 18 

Rep. Huizenga: Yes. 19 

Sean Quinn: That was personal card and then was reimbursed for that? So, that's a sort 20 
of- 21 

Rep. Huizenga: Yes, typically that was Jim Barry but that may have been the case. 22 

Sean Quinn: Okay... 23 

 Did you have, was there any distinction between policies for people who 24 
are a member of your congressional staff spending for the campaign, as 25 
opposed to just campaign staffers spending on behalf of the campaign. 26 
And I'm talking about making personal purchases and then getting 27 
reimbursed for those purchases. 28 

Rep. Huizenga: Was it formal? I don't ever want to have to have people put ... I prefer to 29 
have the campaign pay a check or use a credit card or some of those types 30 
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of things. That debit card again, we tried to get away from the debit cards 1 
but we would use those on occasion.  2 

Sean Quinn: Right. Just as an example, I'm going to give you this document. This is 3 
another email that you all produced. This is from Matt Kooiman to Ron 4 
and I think this is describing kind of what we were just talking about 5 
where- 6 

Rep. Huizenga: Okay. Yes, the reimbursement of mileage? 7 

Sean Quinn: Yes. Reimbursement of mileage and then there's these attachments which 8 
I'm giving you now.  9 

Rep. Huizenga: Candy for the fourth. 10 

Sean Quinn: Yes. This is the event I was talking to you about... 11 

 There are a couple different reimbursements happening here. 12 
Reimbursement requests at least. We've got mileage at the top. 13 

Rep. Huizenga: Yes. 14 

Sean Quinn: And just for the record, this is a July 13, 2018 email from Matt to Ron. So 15 
we've got mileage reimbursements and then there are other expenses. 16 
There we've got a Verizon bill which, I'll tell you, Matt explained to us 17 
that the campaign pays for part of his Verizon bill. 18 

Rep. Huizenga: Yes. 19 

Sean Quinn: He's got like a family account. The campaign pays for his line.  20 

Rep. Huizenga: Which is why I think you see Ron's question here. "What charges from is 21 
that made up of?" 22 

Sean Quinn: Correct. Then you have the candy for $517 and so it looks like Matt made 23 
that payment to Gordon, Costco, and Meijer and then submitted that 24 
reimbursement request. We have a few examples of that but that's not out 25 
of the norm for somebody like Matt to make purchases for the campaign 26 
like that? 27 

Rep. Huizenga: Part of our delineation of, and I'm not sure, looking back at what was 28 
happening, which parade this would have been for but, pretty typically, 29 
Jim Barry is in charge of all the parades and all the candy purchases. I 30 
would say this is an outlier versus the standard. I don't know why Jim 31 
wasn't able to go do that. I can tell you, probably, why they were at three 32 

19-2187_0217



CONFIDENTIAL 

Subject to the Nondisclosure Provisions of H. Res. 895 of the 110th Congress as Amended 

Page 44 of 56 
 

different spots. Because we buy so much stinking candy that we walk in 1 
and wipe places out. Again, depending on which parade this might have 2 
been for, the Coast Guard- I'm not going to speculate whichever parade it 3 
is. I doesn't matter. 4 

Sean Quinn: Yes. 5 

Rep. Huizenga: But some of them are we would, as you see, spend hundreds of dollars per 6 
parade or if we're doing multiple parades in a day. I don't know what the - 7 
where the date's on. So we’ve got water… 8 

 This is probably for a fourth of July parade since the receipts say 7-2. 9 

Sean Quinn: Yes, fourth of July, right? That's an example from Matt. We already 10 
looked at that FEC report that Jon listed campaign expenses and it was 11 
about a four and a half thousand dollar reimbursement for that. What sort 12 
of things is Jon paying for? Obviously we don't have the itemized version. 13 

Rep. Huizenga: Yes, I would need to look at the itemized version. Pretty typically, airline 14 
tickets. Airline tickets and maybe hotel rooms as he is traveling. Whether 15 
it's with me or independently. There was a period of time, I don't know 16 
what exactly those dates are, but Jon came back to the district, back to 17 
Michigan, and volunteered on the campaign. My guess is that was 18 
expenses that he was- Food, and again, I don't what is category 7 versus 19 
category 1 is but that tells you something, right? 20 

Sean Quinn: Right. 21 

Rep. Huizenga: What the expenditure was for.  22 

Sean Quinn: How about things for we know, Marliss's paid for the park tickets at 23 
Disney. 24 

Rep. Huizenga: Yes. 25 

Sean Quinn: How about entertainment items like that? Like if you and Jon went up to 26 
New York and you were going to by Broadway tickets- 27 

Rep. Huizenga: We've never done that.  28 

Sean Quinn: Okay. 29 

Rep. Huizenga: I mean, either- 30 

Sean Quinn: What sort of entertainment – 31 
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Rep. Huizenga: That's not entirely accurate. When we go up to the NRCC event and do 1 
Bright Lights and Broadway. 2 

Sean Quinn: Yes. 3 

Rep. Huizenga: Again, for an event, we've not done that. 4 

Sean Quinn: Any other kind of entertainment type stuff or maybe at a cocktail hour and 5 
Jon picked up the whole bar tab. Is that something that might happen? 6 

Rep. Huizenga: Not if he's with me. Typically I'd put it on the AmEx or my personal Visa. 7 

Sean Quinn: Okay... 8 

 When you all produced documents you gave them to us in folders based 9 
on whose documents they were and all but the name is not on this 10 
document but I’ll present that that's one from Jon DeWitte. This is 11 
requests for reimbursement for certain expenditures. It looks like- 12 

Rep. Huizenga: What year is it? 13 

Sean Quinn: This is 2015... 14 

 And it looks like a lot of these happened in New York and Jon has listed 15 
entertainment, if you look at the purpose section. Any idea what that might 16 
be? 17 

Rep. Huizenga: I don't, other than December 6 would correspond about the time of the 18 
Bright Lights and Broadway? 19 

Sean Quinn: So this would be, if you look about a quarter of the way down the list, the 20 
first December 6 item, entertainment $962. That could be? 21 

Rep. Huizenga: I'm missing the $900. I'm seeing- 22 

Sean Quinn: It doesn't have a decimal point on that one. It's just a- 23 

Rep. Huizenga: I see $1000 for lodging.  24 

Sean Quinn: If you look up. It's the first December 6 entry. They're not actually in 25 
chronological order. 26 

Rep. Huizenga: Oh, $962. I got it. 27 
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Sean Quinn: So that looks like he described that as entertainment and that's right 1 
around the time of Bright Lights- 2 

Rep. Huizenga: Without looking at a calendar I know it's typically about that first week. 3 

Sean Quinn: How does that event work? Do you buy tickets for the Broadway shows? 4 

Rep. Huizenga: Are you really not familiar with the NRCC's- 5 

Omar Ashmawy: We're familiar with the NRCC but not this specific – 6 

Rep. Huizenga: No, but this specific event. 7 

Sean Quinn: No.  8 

Rep. Huizenga: Okay. As long as you are up to snuff dues paying member of the NRCC, 9 
you are invited to go to New York for an annual event. They call it Bright 10 
Lights and Broadway. They will provide a certain number of tickets for 11 
events and you have an opportunity to purchase additional. It's like a block 12 
of tickets to the play and then you would then go to the event. There's a 13 
reception, pre-theater, and then groups go off to the theater. Not unusual at 14 
all to have chiefs of staff along during that. 15 

Sean Quinn: So you think that might be related to that? That - 16 

Rep. Huizenga: I would assume, looking at the 6th, the 5th, the 6th again down there for 17 
lodging, taxis in New York City, dinners in New York City. Yes. 18 

Sean Quinn: Do you have some particular questions on that?  19 

 Just kind of wrapping up some of this expenditure stuff. In reviewing the 20 
documents, I have a couple questions about particular places that received 21 
expenditures. If you have any recollections, let me know what it was for. 22 
For example, in 2017 an entity called- I don't know if it's the same entity 23 
or not. Maybe it just appeared differently. There's Neuropeak Pro and 24 
Neurocore Pro? 25 

Rep. Huizenga: Okay. 26 

Sean Quinn: Does that ring any bells- 27 

Rep. Huizenga: Yes. 28 

Sean Quinn: $2400 in September of '17 and $600 in April- 29 
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Rep. Huizenga: Can I see that, actually? 1 

Sean Quinn: This is actually not a document. This is my outline of – 2 

Rep. Huizenga: Oh, okay. 3 

Sean Quinn: I just gave you all that- 4 

Rep. Huizenga: Would you repeat the name? I wasn't- 5 

Sean Quinn: Neurocore Pro and Neuropeak Pro. Does that ring any bells? 6 

Rep. Huizenga: Yes. 7 

Sean Quinn: What is that? 8 

Rep. Huizenga: I use a couple of organizations, one of them called PSG Strategies, which 9 
is a Kolbe testing.  Neurocore, Neuropeak or whatever it is, is like a 10 
coaching organization. It would have been for basically kind of consulting 11 
consultation. 12 

Sean Quinn: What sort of coaching is that? 13 

Rep. Huizenga: Like leadership. 14 

Sean Quinn: Oh. 15 

Rep. Huizenga: Everything from time management and stress management, personality. 16 
Same thing, I don't know if you're familiar with Kolbe, it's like DISC but 17 
different. It's operational style. I would quite honestly highly suggest it. 18 
Literally, every single person I have hired has taken the Kolbe because it 19 
tells you how people operate. 20 

Sean Quinn: Was that coaching for you? For staff? 21 

Rep. Huizenga: I believe it was for me but depending on the dates, I'm sorry, it may have 22 
been I think- 23 

Sean Quinn: May 2017 and September 2017. Have you ever sent staff to be coached? 24 

Rep. Huizenga: I'm trying to think. If I did, it would have been Jon and maybe Jim Barry.  25 

Sean Quinn: Okay. 26 

Rep. Huizenga: These are folks that deal with professional athletes and CEOs and... 27 
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Sean Quinn: Just a few others- 1 

Rep. Huizenga: Now, was that a reimbursement to Jon? 2 

Sean Quinn: It was to Neurocore Pro and Neuropeak- 3 

Rep. Huizenga: Oh, it was just an- Okay, got it. Sorry, I misunderstood. I thought we 4 
were... 5 

Sean Quinn: Just a couple other items. This one's a little further back. In 2014 did you 6 
take a trip to Ottawa, Canada? 7 

Rep. Huizenga: Yes. 8 

Sean Quinn: Okay, and what was that for? 9 

Rep. Huizenga: I chaired the US-Canada IPG inter-parliamentary group and we had a joint 10 
trip with the senate that we visit- I'm trying to think if this was '14. I 11 
thought it was more recent but that would have been... That probably 12 
would have been the trip. I'm trying to think. I've also been there 13 
individually, with my family. My wife's from Canada. But I don't think 14 
that was in '14. 15 

Sean Quinn: Do you have any recollection of spending campaign money at the 16 
Fairmont? 17 

Rep. Huizenga: Well we're traveling on, if that's the trip, it would have been a, I'm not sure 18 
they call it CODEL if it's the IPG or whatever. May have bought drinks. 19 

Sean Quinn: Have you ever done a Collins? Have you ever done and event or anything 20 
at TreeRunner in Grand Rapids? 21 

Rep. Huizenga: TreeRunner? T-R-E-E? 22 

Sean Quinn: Tree, yes. Sorry, that's a little bit of a – Tree, yes. Like a tree. In 20- 23 

Rep. Huizenga: I've never heard of it. 24 

Sean Quinn: Okay. 25 

Rep. Huizenga: So what- 26 

Omar Ashmawy: It's an outdoor sort of adventure place. 27 
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Rep. Huizenga: Oh! I know exactly what it was. Yes. We did a staff retreat and as part of 1 
the team building thing we went and did- It's a high ropes course. Mildly 2 
successful at team building. 3 

Sean Quinn: What staff was that? Or what- 4 

Rep. Huizenga: That was, at my recollection, it was all the district and DC staff at that 5 
point.  6 

 What year was that? 7 

Sean Quinn: 2016. 8 

Rep. Huizenga: Okay. 9 

Jeremy Ritter-Wiseman: If it was also for the DC staff, would they be flying to Michigan for that 10 
sort of event? 11 

Rep. Huizenga: That was not the focus of our event. We did a staff retreat and this was the 12 
last sort of team building, fun exercise on the way to the airport that 13 
people were going to. I never sweated like that in my entire life. 14 

Sean Quinn: Sorry, these are kind of all over the board but I promise it's just cleaning 15 
up some expense stuff and then we can move on-  16 

Rep. Huizenga: Okay. 17 

Sean Quinn: from this riveting topic. Lustre Cleaners here in DC? Does that ring any 18 
bells? Do you know who Lustre Cleaners are?  19 

Rep. Huizenga: Lusteer, Luster? 20 

Sean Quinn: L-U-S-T-R-E. Lustre. 21 

Rep. Huizenga: No.  22 

Sean Quinn: Okay.  23 

Rep. Huizenga: What was the date on that? 24 

Sean Quinn: One of them is March 17, 2015.  25 

Rep. Huizenga: So four years ago? Unless it was a fee charge. I'm speculating. I have no 26 
idea. 27 
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Sean Quinn: And then, this one is charged in 2017 to Morningstar Jewelry in Petoskey? 1 

Rep. Huizenga: Yes. 2 

Sean Quinn: Do you know- 3 

Rep. Huizenga: I know exactly what those are for. That was for our Michigan golf trip. We 4 
had Petoskey stones. If you've been near Michigan thing, you're familiar 5 
with Petoskey stones. 6 

Sean Quinn: I'm not. 7 

Rep. Huizenga: I almost wore my cuff links with Petoskey stones today. We gave those 8 
out as thank yous to donors... 9 

 Cuff links and pendants... 10 

Sean Quinn: Okay. Let's talk about the ArtPrize event in Michigan. 11 

Rep. Huizenga: Yes. 12 

Sean Quinn: Jim gave us the – 13 

Rep. Huizenga: What ArtPrize is- 14 

Sean Quinn: ... the hard sell on ArtPrize so. 15 

Rep. Huizenga: You should look it up and come. 16 

Sean Quinn: Yes, that was exactly what Jim told us so . . .I'm familiar with- 17 

Rep. Huizenga: And it's around the time of Mackinac so head up to Mackinac for that 18 
political event. 19 

Omar Ashmawy:  I like the way that sounds. 20 

Sean Quinn: How do you use, or do you use ArtPrize as a campaign event or 21 
fundraising event? 22 

Rep. Huizenga: Walking down the street is a campaign event. It is. I forget how many 23 
hundreds of thousands of people coming in, but a lot of locals. There are 24 
events around town that are sponsored by . . . pick it. I've been invited 25 
because I'm a customer of Huntington but I also have business with 26 
Chemical Bank. There’s political things that go on. Not typically fund 27 
raising but it's more like welcome receptions kind of thing. 28 

19-2187_0224



CONFIDENTIAL 

Subject to the Nondisclosure Provisions of H. Res. 895 of the 110th Congress as Amended 

Page 51 of 56 
 

Sean Quinn: Okay. 1 

Rep. Huizenga: That I go to and attend. It's state reps, state senators, the city of Grand 2 
Rapids lies in Justin Amash's district and I'm about a mile and a half away 3 
from downtown Grand Rapids. I do a lot of things in Grand Rapids. Pretty 4 
much, I try to go every year. 5 

Sean Quinn: Okay. I'm sure at this point you're familiar with the Osteria Rosa dinner 6 
that- 7 

Rep. Huizenga: Yes. 8 

Sean Quinn: ... there's been some attention paid to. Can you just tell me about that 9 
dinner and how it came about? 10 

Rep. Huizenga: Yes. Again, it would not be uncommon, when we are six weeks out, five-11 
six weeks out, from an election. The goal and objective is to maximize 12 
visibility with anybody and everybody that you can. My recollection of 13 
that evening is I got invited to some of those drop-by events, receptions 14 
and kind of cocktail receptions, whatever. They have them around town 15 
because ArtPrize, and again I don't know if you've looked it up at all or 16 
anything but, it is literally, individual pieces of art that could be massive 17 
sculptures or a painting that size, spread out all around town. The idea is 18 
you battle through and pay an exorbitant amount for parking and then you 19 
walk. You walk to all these things.  20 

 X group, company, person is having and event on one side of the river and 21 
someone else is doing it on the other side so as you're walking around to 22 
all the displays you stop in and say hi. Then, my recollection was, after we 23 
had done that drop-by, we went to the restaurant. There was a wait. I had 24 
some of my former state legislative colleagues kind of sitting there also. 25 
Having a drink at the bar kind of a thing. I picked up the tab and they were 26 
able to roll that into our table. 27 

Sean Quinn: Do you remember who it was that was at the table with you? 28 

Rep. Huizenga: Oh, at the dinner table? The dinner table was Jim Barry, his wife, and my 29 
wife. Where, inevitably, all we talked about was politics and the imposing 30 
six weeks event for the campaign. At the bar, I don't have an exact 31 
recollection of who was there. 32 

Sean Quinn: So the check you paid at Osteria Rosa was a combination of your bar tab- 33 

Rep. Huizenga: That's my recollection. 34 
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Sean Quinn: So then they did not sit down for dinner with you. 1 

Rep. Huizenga: Not specifically, no. And again, it would have been one of those, just 2 
people everywhere. People swing by the table, saying hi.  3 

Sean Quinn: Do you remember who was at the bar with you or who you might have 4 
paid for drinks for? 5 

Rep. Huizenga: I have gone over this in my mind a number of times and I cannot 6 
specifically recall. My recollection is that it was some of my former state 7 
house colleagues, a couple of them now have become state senators and 8 
house members. Again, it's kind of like everybody from that area on that 9 
weekend. It's all hands on deck. Everybody's at these things. 10 

Sean Quinn: Do you know who might know who was at the bar that night or who you 11 
paid for drinks for? 12 

Rep. Huizenga: Jim Barry would have. I mean, it was so unremarkable that it was not like, 13 
"Oh, hey I haven't seen Charlie in three years!" 14 

Sean Quinn: Right. 15 

Rep. Huizenga: "Charlie, hey, how you doing, man?" I mean it would have been- We do 16 
hundreds of these types of things. It was so unremarkable that when the 17 
FEC report or complaint was filed it was like, "Did we do that?" I mean, I 18 
had to go back to even think that this was an "event" because again, I 19 
would have been at- This would have been a little earlier on in ArtPrize 20 
too. When it was... 21 

Sean Quinn: You said the wives were with you? 22 

Rep. Huizenga: My wife came later. 23 

Sean Quinn: Okay. Then Jim's wife? 24 

Rep. Huizenga: The three of us rode and then my wife had another obligation first and 25 
then came in. 26 

Sean Quinn: I assume you asked the wives. They don't remember who was there either? 27 

Rep. Huizenga: I have not asked Jim's wife but I asked Natalie. She came up with the 28 
speculative names, or at least one of them, that I did. But that's like who 29 
you would have seen, right? I mean, these were people that we would have 30 
hung out with in Lansing and that we knew and that were constituents as 31 
well as former colleagues. 32 
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Sean Quinn: Okay. Who was that? You know, the person that would have probably 1 
been there? 2 

Rep. Huizenga: I'm not sure I want to haul them into this. It's like a guess. As I'm sitting 3 
there, in my mind's eye, projecting who it would be. So, I don't know that 4 
that's a fair answer to- because it's pure speculation. 5 

Sean Quinn: You don't have a specific memory of them being there? Just who you 6 
would suspect would be there? 7 

Rep. Huizenga: Oh no. No, no, I have a memory of walking in going, "Hey, guys," and I 8 
think they had ordered already and hadn't paid. We hadn't ordered and it 9 
was like just add theirs to my tab. I got it.  10 

Charlie Spies: It’s a tough call when you know how the FEC responds. Which we 11 
produced to you, that list. 12 

Omar Ashmawy: That is – actually. 13 

Sean Quinn: Yes, we have that actually so maybe we can look at that. 14 

Rep. Huizenga: I haven't had any of them. 15 

Sean Quinn: It's been a- 16 

Rep. Huizenga: It's been a little- 17 

Sean Quinn: Well, actually this is pulled from the FEC report. This is a letter from your 18 
counsel to Jeff Brown, who's one of our colleagues at the office.  19 

Charlie Spies: So we provided this to them. This was the staff response on this.  20 

Rep. Huizenga: Yes, yes, and it was Hildebrand was who my wife came up with as well. 21 

Omar Ashmawy: So our question is, if you don't remember that well who was there and 22 
your wife doesn't and you talked to Mr. Barry. He doesn't have a very 23 
strong recollection. Do you know who prepared this list? 24 

Rep. Huizenga: It was consultation, I know. Early on I was asked to basically, "From best 25 
recollection, who do you think it was?" And these were two names that I 26 
came up with. I think, independently, you guys talked to, somebody talked 27 
to Jim and I don't know if he had those exact or one of or if he had, I don't 28 
know, any names or not. 29 
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Sean Quinn: Unless you guys have any other questions on this, I just have a couple of 1 
close out questions and then we can get you on out of here. 2 

 Can you tell me, who have you communicated with about our 3 
investigation? 4 

Rep. Huizenga: Meaning? 5 

Sean Quinn: Have you talked to, we'll start with anybody on your official staff? 6 

Rep. Huizenga: In general, at a very high level, the people that were also sat down for 7 
investigating or questioning. Jon and Marliss. 8 

Sean Quinn: And when did you talk to them about the investigation? 9 

Rep. Huizenga: Right at the very beginning. We had to figure out A. What this was about. 10 
It's been rather amorphous at first, trying to figure out, other than it looked 11 
suspiciously similar to the FEC complaint and then expanded. Then I 12 
talked to Jon about it. I had no experience with OCE so, what is this? 13 
What do we do with this? That's when we pulled Charlie. 14 

Sean Quinn: Have you talked to Jon or anybody else that we interviewed either shortly 15 
before the interview or since they've been interviewed? 16 

Rep. Huizenga: Of course. 17 

Sean Quinn: Okay. You've talked to them about the interviews? 18 

Rep. Huizenga: No. It's my chief of staff and my deputy chief of staff and my brother, 19 
half-brother, who also is my campaign chair.  20 

Sean Quinn: So, I'm asking about conversations about the investigation or about the 21 
interviews. 22 

Rep. Huizenga: Very high level of like, we had it. How painful was it? I don't know that 23 
I've talked to Matt at all about it. Heather, at all, other than really knowing 24 
that they - Probably I have the least day to day contact with Heather. She 25 
kind of operates on her own. Matt and I because he's out, literally on the 26 
road and I'm in the car with him. I was very careful. I think they were 27 
careful too, about trying to respect the process as much as we, I'll speak 28 
for myself, as much as I intensely disagree with some of the directions and 29 
accusations and how frustrating it's been. Having them spend hundreds of 30 
hours on this and having to pay somewhere around $1200 an hour 31 
over…or more... 32 
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Sean Quinn: Okay. 1 

Rep. Huizenga: Whatever it is, there's been a lot of time and effort in-  2 

 Apparently I got the discount. 3 

 A lot of time and effort into this and we're not dismissing the seriousness 4 
of it, but there's a real genuine lack of understanding of how... Well, I'll 5 
just stop there.  6 

Sean Quinn: We appreciate your time and efforts and know that it is a, it is certainly a 7 
process so we appreciate your participation in the process. 8 

 Have you been involved at all in the document collection and response to 9 
our request for information? 10 

Rep. Huizenga: Tangentially. 11 

Sean Quinn: Okay. How do you mean? 12 

Rep. Huizenga: Like I knew it was happening. I was getting updates on that. I did not sit at 13 
my computer and do a word search. 14 

Sean Quinn: Okay. And then, in preparation for this interview, let's talk about what you 15 
did. Did you meet with counsel in preparation for this interview? 16 

Rep. Huizenga: For about 30 minutes, yes. 17 

Sean Quinn: Okay. And was that today? 18 

Rep. Huizenga: Yes.  19 

Sean Quinn: Did you talk about any of the other interviews when you were meeting 20 
with counsel? 21 

Rep. Huizenga: No. Other than they happened. I think Derek was- You were here for the 22 
D.C. ones and Derek flew back to Michigan for them. 23 

Sean Quinn: Did you review any documents? 24 

Rep. Huizenga: No. I don't think we pulled out anything. 25 

Sean Quinn: That's mostly all of it. You guys have anything? That's all I- I'm going to 26 
stop the recording now. 27 
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Rep. Huizenga: Okay. 1 

Sean Quinn: This is the actual stop button, right?  2 

Omar Ashmawy: Yes. 3 

 4 
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Date Expenditure Location Purpose

18‐Nov $284 DC mileage

21‐Nov 24 DC parking

21‐Nov 289.23 NYC hotel

20‐Nov 28.32 DC lunch

20‐Nov 15.99 NYC breakfast

2‐Dec 120.25 DC dinner

7‐Dec 50 NYC entertainment

4‐Dec 62.86 NYC lunch

4‐Dec 15.8 NYC taxi

6‐Dec 962 NYC entertainment

6‐Dec 5.72 NYC breakfast

5‐Dec 10.56 NYC breakfast

5‐Dec 29 nyc ENTERTAINMENT

5‐Dec 5.71 NYC LUNCH

4‐Dec 28.13 nyc dinner

5‐Dec 8.71 nyc lunch

5‐Dec 16.56 NYC taxi

5‐Dec 12.96 NYC taxi

5‐Dec 21.36 nyc taxi

5‐Dec 89.13 NYC dinner

5‐Dec 50.00 NYC dinner

6‐Dec 36.79 NYC entertainment

7‐Dec 68.00 NYC parking

6‐Dec 15.96 NYC taxi

5‐Dec 38.05 NYC breakfast

6‐Dec 10.34 NYC breakfast

6‐Dec 3.81 NYC breakfast

6‐Dec 1381.7 nyc lodging

12‐Dec 22.50 DC taxi

TOTAL $3,707

HFC Expenses for Nov. & Dec. '15
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McManus HFC Disney Trip 
March 17-20, 2016

Airfare 1,746.60$         
Park Tickets 430.26$            
Cab Fare 77.36$              
Stroller 33.55$              
Meals (7) 386.43$            

Total 2,674.20$        
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McManus HFC Disney Trip 
April 6-9, 2017

Airfare 1,540.20$         
Park Tickets 560.74$            
Cab Fare 83.07$              
Stroller 45.80$              
Meals 110.58$            

Total 2,340.39$        
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McManus HFC Disney Trip 
May 25-28, 2018

Hotel 1,530.01$         
Airfare 1,450.17$         
Park Tickets 859.79$            
Cab Fare 108.96$            
Stroller 56.50$              
Meals 648.92$            

Total 4,654.35$        
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Contact: Ali Schutz at  or   

TEAMPAC Disney Weekend 
Bill Huizenga 

MARCH 16 – MARCH 21  
 

Disney’s Polynesian Village Resort 
1600 Seven Seas Drive 
Orlando, FL 32830 
 
Hotel Reservation Number:  
Bill, Natalie, Sieger, Willem: 460561149356 
Garret, Adrian, Ally: 460471535504 
Be sure to request at check in that all magic bands open both doors 
 
Magic Band Pin # 2016 
You will need this pin number to make all purchases  
 
Be sure to pack your magic bands in your carry on – you will 
need these at check in!  
 
Your room located on the concierge level. The schedule for these 
included perks each day are:  
7:00am – 10:30am: Continental Breakfast 
12:00pm – 4:00pm: Light Snacks 
5:00pm – 7:00pm: Appetizers 
8:00pm – 10:00pm: Dessert and Cordials  
 
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 16  
 
NATALIE, WILLEM, SIEGER, GARRETT, ADRIAN & ALEXANDRA  
Departing DTW 6:00pm – 8:36pm   
DELTA; Flight # 2907  
 
You’re all confirmed for the Magic Bus Express. Meet the bus 
at the ground floor of Terminal B  
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Contact: Ali Schutz at  or   

 
THURSDAY, MARCH 17  
 
BILL  
Departing ATL 4:55pm – 6:26pm  
DELTA; Flight # 2622 
 
9:45pm 
TEAMPAC Optional Meet Up: Watch Fireworks 
Disney’s Polynesian Village Resort 
** Exact location will be emailed to the group Thursday afternoon  
 
FRIDAY, MARCH 18  
 
7:00am – 9:00am 
TEAMPAC “Come and Go” Breakfast Buffet (Breakfast will be open for 
these two hours. Please feel free to stop by whenever you want) 
Disney’s Polynesian Village Resort  
 
**Note – Extra Magic Hours begin at 8:00am  
 
8:15pm 
Dinner at Disney’s Spirit of Aloha  
Located within Disney’s Polynesian Village Resort  
Attendees:  
Duffy Family, Huizenga Family, Barr Family  
 
9:45pm 
TEAMPAC Optional Meet Up: Watch Fireworks 
Disney’s Polynesian Village Resort  
** Exact location will be emailed to the group Thursday afternoon  
 
SATURDAY, MARCH 19 
 
5:30pm 
TEAMPAC Reception and Dinner  
Location: Disney’s Animal Kingdom Park 
**Meet the transportation at the Polynesian at 5:30pm. Upon arrival 
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Contact: Ali Schutz at  or   

at the park, we will ride the Wildlife Express Train across the African 
Savannah for a backstage journey through Disney’s Animal Kingdom 
Park. Following the train ride, there will be a reception and dinner at 
Conservation Station with an animal encounter. Conservation Station is a 
wildlife conservation center home to animal encounters, interactive 
exhibits and a veterinary facility.  
 
SUNDAY, MARCH 20  
 
GARRETT,   
Departing Flight MCO 12:25pm- 2:08pm  
DELTA; Flight # 2069 
 
You’re all confirmed for the Magic Bus Express. Pick up is at 
9:40am 
 
MONDAY, MARCH 21  
 
BILL, NATALIE,  &   
Departing Flight MCO 12:25pm – 2:08pm  
DELTA; Flight # 2069  
 
You’re all confirmed for the Magic Bus Express. Pick up is at 
9:40am 
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6/17/2019 Huizenga Mail - Fwd: Join Congressman Bill Huizenga in Walt Disney World this April!

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/4?ik=e3633d2b8b&view=pt&search=all&permmsgid=msg-f%3A1557441704983451553&dsqt=1&simpl=msg-f%3A1557441704983… 2/3

Don't miss out on a weekend at Walt Disney World with Congressman Bill
Huizenga with special guests, Congresswoman Mia Love and Congressman
Sean Duffy!April 6th through the 8th at the Polynesian Resort in Orlando
Florida, enjoy all of the unforgettable adventures that only Disney World can
offer. Act fast! There are a limited number of rooms still available for this fun
family trip with Congressman Bill Huizenga! 
 
To Attend: $2,500 per PAC, $2,000 personal 
 
Questions? Contact Andrew Theodore, ,

 
 
RSVP: Taylor Donnelly, ,  
 
Trouble viewing this invitation? Please follow this link: 
 https://gallery.mailchimp.com/261f85b34c23d5e2c847746fe/
files/Huizenga_Disney.pdf
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6/17/2019 Huizenga Mail - Bloodies w/ Bill @ Deer Valley

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/4?ik=e3633d2b8b&view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-f%3A1590669829591871540&simpl=msg-f%3A1590669829591871540 2/2

Pete Sessions MEMBER MEMBER 1
Bill  Huizenga MEMBER MEMBER 1
Dennis  Ross MEMBER MEMBER 1
Jeff Duncan MEMBER MEMBER 1

Tom Graves MEMBER MEMBER
1

E41
Cindy Ross Wife of Rep. Ross 1
Melody Duncan Wife of Rep. Duncan 1
Jon DeWitte Office of Rep. Huizenga 1
Greg Walden MEMBER MEMBER 1

Total $10,500 20
 
 
 
Jon DeWitte 
Chief of Staff 
Congressman Bill Huizenga (MI02) 
 
Cell    
 
Huizenga for Congress 
P.O. Box 254 
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