How OCE REPORTS BECOME PUBLIC

If the OCE Board recommends that
the Ethics Committee review a matter:

® 45 days after receipt, the Ethics
Committee must make the OCE
report and findings public. The
Ethics Committee may vote to extend
consideration for another 45 days, but
on the date of the vote to extend, the
Ethics Committee must release a public
statement.

® If the Ethics Committee forms a
subcommittee to investigate the
matter, disclosure is delayed. The OCE
report must be disclosed at the end of the
investigation, but no later than one year
after transmittal. OCE findings are
made public upon expiration of each
two-year Congress.

® [f law enforcement asks the Ethics
Committee to defer investigation, the
Committee must (1) make public the
OCE report (but not findings) and (2)
issue an immediate statement
regarding the deferral request. If
deferral exceeds a year, the Ethics
Committee mustissue another statement.

If OCE either (1) makes a recommen-
dation that a matter be dismissed, or (2)
makes no recommendation due to a tie
vote, and:

® The Ethics Committee fails to act, the
Ethics Committee must make the OCE
report and findings public 45 days after
receipt. If the Ethics Committee votes for
45-day extension, no public statement is
necessary.

® The Ethics Committee affirmatively
votes to dismiss the matter, then the OCE
report and findings need not be made
public. The Ethics Committee may at its
discretion release OCE material.

® The Ethics Committee forms a
subcommittee to investigate matter, the
OCE recommendation is disclosed at end
of investigation, butnolater thanoneyear
after transmittal. OCE findings of fact
are made public upon expiration of the
two-year Congress.

® Law enforcement requests that the
Ethics Committee defer investigation,
the Committee shall issue statement
regarding the deferral request. If
deferral exceeds a year, the Ethics
Committee  must  issue another

statement.
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MISSION

The Office of Congressional Ethics (OCE),
established by the United States House
of Representatives, is an independent,
non-partisan investigative entity charged
with reviewing allegations of misconduct
against House Members and staff and,
when appropriate, referring matters to
the Committee on Standards of Official
Conduct (commonly referred to as the
Ethics Committee).

The mission of the Office of
Congressional Ethics and its Board is
to assist the United States House of
Representatives in upholding high
standards of ethical conduct for its Mem-
bers, Officers and staff and in so doing to
serve the American people.



ABOUT THE OCE

JURISDICTION

The OCE was created by House
Resolution 895 of the 110th Congress in
March 2008.

An eight-person Board of Directors
governs the OCE. Members of the Board
are private citizens and cannot serve as
members of Congress or work for the
federal government. The current
members are:

David Skaggs, Chair
Porter Goss, Co-Chair

Yvonne Burke Jay Eagen
Karan English William Frenzel
Allison Hayward Abner Mikva

The OCE’s investigations have two
stages:

(1) a preliminary review, which is
completed in 30 days and (2) a second-
phase review which is completed in 45
days, with the possibility of a 14 day
extension. The Board must authorize each
preliminary and second-phase review.
At the end of any second phase review,
the Board must recommend to the Ethics
Committee either that the matter requires
the Committee’s further review or that
should dismiss the matter. When it makes
its recommendation, the OCE Board may
also transmit to the Ethics Committee a
report that includes, among other things,
findings of fact and citations to laws,
rules or regulations that may have been
violated.

The OCE has jurisdiction to investigate
allegations that:

1) a Member, Officer or employee of
ploy
the House

(2) on or after March 11, 2008

(3) has violated a law, rule, regulation, or
other ethical standard of conduct.

How TO SUBMIT INFORMATION
TO THE OCE

Any member of the public may bring
matters of suspected wrongdoing by
Members, Officers or employees of the
House to the attention of the OCE.

If you choose to submit information to
the OCE, please provide the following
(if possible):

(1) the name, address, telephone number
and e-mail address, if any, of the person
submitting the information, and the
organization s/he is affiliated with,
if any;

(2) the full name of the subject of the
allegation;

(3) the date(s) the alleged conduct occurred;

(4) aconcise statement of facts (or, the source
of the information in the event that
the person submitting the information
does not have first-hand knowledge of
the facts);

(5) the law, regulation or rule allegedly
violated, if known;

6) if applicable, name(s) and contact
PP
information for any potential witness(es);

(7) if applicable, copies of any documents
related to the allegation; and

(8) a signed declaration acknowledging that
section 1001 of title 18 United States Code
(popularly known as the False Statement
Act) applies to the information provided.
A copy of the False Statements is avail-
able on the OCE’s website and can be
provided on request.

All information will be reviewed by the
OCE; however, submitting information
does not trigger an investigation. The
decision to begin an investigation
(preliminary review) lies solely with
the Board.

WHAT HAPPENS AFTER A CITIZEN
SUBMITS INFORMATION

The OCE will notify an individual
submitting information of its receipt and
of any additional information needed.

The OCE’s investigations are confidential,
and the OCE cannot disclose the status
of any investigation until a report to the
Ethics Committee is publicly released.



