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REPORT

Review No. 09-3698

The Board of the Office of Congressional Ethics, by a vote of no
less than four members, on May 29, 2009, adopted the following re-
port and ordered it to be transmitted to the Committee on Stand-
ards of Official Conduct of the U.S. House of Representatives.

SUBJECT: Delegate Donna Christensen

NATURE OF THE ALLEGED VIOLATION: There is substantial
reason to believe that Delegate Donna Christensen’s participation
in the 13th Annual Caribbean Multi-National Business Conference
in St. Maarten, N.A. from November 6-9, 2008, her acceptance of
reimbursement of expenses to attend that conference and the Mem-
ber Post Travel Disclosure Form she filed violated various provi-
sions of House Rule XXV Section 5(b).

RECOMMENDATION: The Board of the Office of Congressional
Ethics recommends that the Committee on Standards of Official
Conduct further review the above described allegations concerning
Delegate Christensen.

VOTES IN THE AFFIRMATIVE: 6

VOTES IN THE NEGATIVE: 0

MEMBER OF THE BOARD OR STAFF DESIGNATED TO
PRESENT THIS REPORT TO THE STANDARDS COMMITTEE:
Leo Wise, Staff Director & Chief Counsel.
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FINDINGS OF FACT AND CITATIONS TO LAW

Review No. 09-3698

On May 29, 2009 the Board of the Office of Congressional Ethics
(hereafter the “Board”) adopted the following findings of fact and
accompanying citations to law, regulations, rules and standards of
conduct (in italics). The Board notes that these findings do not con-
stitute a determination that a violation actually occurred.

I. INTRODUCTON

1. Delegate Donna Christensen attended the 13t Annual Carib-
bean Multi-National Business Conference in St. Maarten, N.A,,
from November 6-9, 2008. Delegate Christensen received funds
from a private source to participate in the conference.

A. SUMMARY OF ALLEGATIONS

2. There is substantial reason to believe that Delegate
Christensen violated the requirement that she identify the “true,
correct and accurate” sponsor of her travel “to the best of her
knowledge” on her Member Post Travel Disclosure Form. While
forms submitted to her office and the Standards Committee before
the conference identified one entity as the sponsor—the Carib
News Foundation—once at the conference, Delegate Christensen
was presented with indications that other corporations—including
Citigroup, IBM, AT&T, Pfizer, Macy’s and Verizon Foundation—
were also sponsors. For instance, Delegate Christensen attended a
session where her colleagues, in remarks, thanked “the sponsors”
after the corporations were identified as such. She also participated
in a ribbon cutting ceremony with representatives of the corporate
entities. Those indications proved to be true—these corporations
were in fact sponsors of Delegate Christensen’s travel according to
House travel rules because the corporations had donated funds spe-
cifically for the conference (i.e. earmarked funds). Further, events
that occurred in 2007 affected the Standards Committee’s ability to
determine whether these corporations were sponsors in 2008:

a. In 2007, the House of Representatives changed the rules
governing travel. Those changes placed limitations on the num-
ber of days Members of Congress could participate in events
(such as conferences) when their travel was sponsored by an
entity that employs or retains a lobbyist. The changes affected
the annual Caribbean Multi-National Business Conference. In
2007, the Carib News Foundation continued to identify various
corporations as sponsors on the conference agenda and on a
draft version of the Private Sponsor Travel Certification Form
prepared for submission to the Standards Committee for ap-
proval. However, after interacting with the counsel to the then-
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Chair of the Standards Committee, and apparently without the
knowledge of the staff attorney reviewing the trip, the docu-
ments identifying the corporations as “sponsors” were changed
and their sponsorship was not disclosed.

b. The 2007 conduct and attendant misrepresentations appear
to have directly influenced what occurred in 2008. When the
Carib News Foundation submitted materials to the Standards
Committee for their approval of the 2008 conference, the Carib
News Foundation took the same approach as they were in-
structed to take in 2007 and did not disclose the role of the cor-
porate sponsors on the forms they submitted to the Standards
Committee.

3. There is substantial reason to believe that Delegate
Christensen violated House Rule 25, clause 5(b)(1)(C) by accepting
trip-related reimbursements from entities that employ or retain
lobbyists for participating in an event for more than one day.

4. There is substantial reason to believe that Delegate
Christensen violated House Rule 25 clause 5(h)(i)(1)(B) by under-
reporting the value of the travel reimbursements she received to
attend the 13th Annual Caribbean Multi-National Business Con-
ference.

5. There is substantial reason to believe that the Carib News
Foundation’s payment of travel expenses for Delegate Christensen
and her acceptance of payment violated the Internal Revenue Code.
As stated above, Carib News Charities, the name previously held
by the 501(c) organization now known as the Carib News Founda-
tion, is listed as a private foundation in the Internal Revenue’s cu-
mulative list of charitable organizations, Publication 78. Therefore,
the Standards Committee should not have approved the trip be-
cause the funds came from a prohibited source.

B. A NOTE ON CULPABILITY

6. These findings fall into four categories: (1) the sponsor or
sponsors, as the case appears to be, of the conference; (2) the inter-
vention of the counsel to the former Chair of the Standards Com-
mittee in the Standards Committee’s review process of the con-
ference in 2007 and how it affected the information before the
Standards Committee in 2008; (3) the accuracy of the value of the
reimbursement submitted by Delegate Christensen and (4) wheth-
er, because of its tax status, the Carib News Foundation could law-
fully pay for Delegate Christensen’s conference-related expenses.

7. While all these topics are relevant, the Board notes that they
do not all involve conduct by Delegate Christensen to the same de-
gree.

a. As to topic 1, determining the identity of the true sponsor
or sponsors implicates the conduct of both Delegate
Christensen and the Standards Committee. Delegate
Christensen told the OCE she relied on the Standards Com-
mittee to make that determination. It is the Board’s view that
the Member’s approach is reasonable to a point. Once Delegate
Christensen arrived at the conference, however, she was con-
fronted with information that other corporations were co-spon-
sors. That information, at least in 2008, does not appear to



7

have been before the Standards Committee when they initially
approved the 2008 travel.

b. As to topic 2, the intervention of the counsel to the former
Chair of the Standards Committee in the Standards Commit-
tee’s review of the 2007 conference did not involve Delegate
Christensen. Nonetheless, it directly bears on whether and to
what extent the Standards Committee could determine the
true sponsor of the conference in 2008.

c. As to topic 3, the accuracy of the information Delegate
Christensen provided as to the value of the reimbursement of
her conference-related expenses most directly implicates her
conduct. The post-travel disclosure form that all Members
must file when they accept privately sponsored travel is signed
and certified by Members. The form puts the obligation on
Members, not staff, not the Standards Committee and not
sponsors, to certify that the information on the form is “true,
accurate and complete” to the “best of the Member’s knowl-
edge.” Delegate Christensen saw the documents that showed
the true value of her travel. Nonetheless, she certified inac-
curate information on the post-travel disclosure form.

d. Topic 4, limitations on Carib News Foundation’s ability to
pay for overseas travel of government officials, does not impli-
cate Delegate Christensen. Nonetheless, the law prohibits such
payments. Therefore, the Board feels compelled to include a
discussion of this issue in this referral.

C. JURISDICTIONAL STATEMENT

8. The allegations that are the subject of this review concern Del-
egate Donna Christensen, a Member of the United States House of
Representatives from the Virgin Islands. The Resolution the United
States House of Representatives adopted creating the Office of Con-
gressional Ethics directs that, “[nJo review shall be undertaken
. . . by the board of any alleged violation that occurred before the
date of adoption of this resolution.”! The House adopted this Reso-
lution on March 11, 2008. Because the conduct under review oc-
curred or relates to actions taken after March 11, 2008, review by
the Office of Congressional Ethics is in accordance with the Resolu-
tion.

D. PROCEDURAL HISTORY

9. The OCE received a written request for a preliminary review
in this matter signed by at least two members of the Board on
March 6, 2009. The preliminary review commenced on this date.2
The preliminary review was scheduled to end on April 5, 2009.

10. At least three members of the Board voted to initiate a sec-
ond-phase review in this matter on March 27, 2009. The second-

1 House Resolution 895 of the 110th Congress, Section 1(e).

2 A preliminary review is “requested” in writing by members of the Board of the OCE. The
request for a preliminary review is “received” by the OCE on a date certain. According to H.
Res. 895 of the 110th Congress (hereafter “the Resolution”), the timeframe for conducting a pre-
liminary review is 30 days from the date of receipt of the Board’s request.
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phase review commenced on April 6, 2009.3 The second-phase re-
view was scheduled to end on May 21, 2009.

11. The Board voted to extend the 45-day second-phase review by
an additional 14 days, as provided for under the Resolution, on
April 24, 2009. Following the extension, the second-phase review
was scheduled to end on June 5, 2009.

12. The second-phase review ended on May 26, 2009.

13. The Board voted to refer the matter to the Standards Com-
mittee for further review on May 29, 2009.

14. The OCE requested documents from and interviews with rep-
resentatives of:

(1) Representative Sheila Jackson-Lee’s Congressional office;
(2) the Verizon Foundation;

(3) Citibank;

(4) American Airlines;

(5) IBM,;

(6) Macy’s, Inc;

(7) Pfizer;

(8) AT&T;

(9) Representative Kilpatrick’s Congressional office;
(10) Representative Payne’s Congressional office;
(11) Representative Rangel’s Congressional office;
(12) Representative Thompson’s Congressional office;
(13) Delegate Christensen’s Congressional office;
(14) The Carib News; and

(15) The Carib News Foundation

II. MuLTIiPLE ENTITIES, INCLUDING CARIB NEWS (THE NEWS-
PAPER), THE GOVERNMENT OF ST. MAARTEN AND SEVERAL COR-
PORATIONS, SPONSORED DELEGATE CHRISTENSEN’S TRIP

15. Under House Rule 25 clause 5(d), Members are required to ob-
tain prior approval of the Standards Committee for trips where the
Member’s travel expenses will be reimbursed by a private source.
The Standards Committee has adopted regulations, pursuant to
House Rule 25 clause 5(h)(i)(1)(B)4 that requires Members to iden-
tify the “sponsor(s),” i.e. the party reimbursing travel expenses, for
any trip where the payor is a private entity.

16. There is substantial reason to believe that Delegate
Christensen violated the requirement that she identify the “true,
correct and accurate” sponsor of her travel “to the best of her
knowledge” on her Member Post Travel Disclosure Form. While
forms submitted to her and the Standards Committee before the
conference identified one sponsor—the Carib News Foundation—
once at the conference, Delegate Christensen was presented with
indications that other corporations were also sponsors. As will be
discussed below, those indications proved to be true—these corpora-

3 According to the Resolution, the Board must vote on whether to conduct a second-phase re-
view in a matter before the explratwn of the 30-day preliminary review. If the Board votes for
a second-phase, the second-phase begins when the preliminary review ends. The second-phase
review does not begin on the date of the Board vote.

4 House Rule 25(5)(h)(1)(1)(B) directs the Standards Committee to establish, “regulations de-
scribing the information it will require individuals subject to this clause to submit to the com-
mittee in order to obtain the prior approval of the committee for any travel covered by this
clause . . . “ On February 20, 2007, the Committee issued guidelines and regulations concerning
the travel restrictions and requirements.
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tions were in fact sponsors of Delegate Christensen’s travel accord-
ing to House travel rules because these corporations had donated
funds specifically for the conference (i.e. earmarked funds).

A. DELEGATE CHRISTENSEN’S KNOWLEDGE OF THE INVOLVEMENT OF
THESE CORPORATIONS IN THE CONFERENCE

17. On her Member Post-Travel Disclosure Form, Delegate
Christensen listed Carib News Foundation as the only sponsor of
the 13th Annual Caribbean Multi-National Business Conference in
St. Maarten, N.A. (hereafter “the trip” or “conference”?®) in Decem-
ber 2008.6

18. Delegate Christensen certified that this information was
“true, correct and complete” to the “best of [her] knowledge.”?

5 The “Member/Officer Post-Travel Disclosure Form” asks the filer at question 5, “Sponsor(s)
(who paid for the trip).” This in turn raises the question is a conference a “trip” or is a trip
limited to the travel expenses associated with attending the trip, e.g., transportation, lodging
and meal expenses’ The House Ethics manual and the relevant forms use the terms “travel”
and “trip” interchangeably. For example, the relevant form is called a Member/Officer Post-
Travel Disclosure Form” (emphasis added). The introductory paragraph on the form provides,
“[t]his form is for disclosing the receipt of travel expenses from a private source for meetings,
speaking engagements, fact-finding trips or similar events in connection with official duties”
(emphasis added). However, question 9 on the form asks the filer to detail, “TRIP EXPENSES”
and uses as an example, “registration fees.” Registration fees are not “travel” expenses unless
one defines travel (or a trip) to include participating in a conference. The Board uses the term
“trip” to include the conference. The Board also notes that the Standards Committee treated
the conference as the “trip” in its letter of October 21, 2008 pre-approving Delegate
Christensen’s trip.

6 Member/Officer Post-Travel Disclosure Form signed by Delegate Donna M. Christensen
(Dec. 22, 2008) (Exhibit 1 at 09-3698 0002).

7 Id. at 09-3698 0003
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19. Prior to the conference, Karl Rodney, the CEO of the Carib
News Foundation, submitted a Private Sponsor Travel Certification
Form to Congressman Thompson, which he in turn submitted to
the Standards Committee that identified the Carib News Founda-
tion as the sponsor of the trip.8

20. Later, on that same form, Mr. Rodney represented that “the
trip sponsor(s) [had] not accepted from any other source funds ear-
marked directly or indirectly to finance any aspect of the trip.”®

21. Rodney also certified that the information was “true, com-
plete, and correct.” 10

8 Private Sponsor Travel Certification Form signed by Karl A. Rodney (Oct. 3, 2008) (Exhibit
1 at 09-3698 0005).

9 Id. at 09-3698 0006.

10 Exhibit 1 at 09-3698 0007
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22. Prior to the conference, the Standards Committee approved
the reimbursement of Delegate Christensen’s expenses by the Carib
News Foundation.1?

23. At the conference, several corporations, including Citibank,
IBM, AT&T, and others, were identified as “sponsors.” 12

24. On November 7, 2008, the conference’s organizer, Karl Rod-
ney, began the first morning program by thanking Citigroup,
Pfizer, Macy’s, IBM, AT&T, the Verizon Foundation and American
Airlines, as well as their executives by name, who were present.13
This morning session was recorded by an individual attending the
conference and the recording was subsequently transcribed. The
OCE obtained a copy of the transcript. Mr. Rodney described AT&T
as “support[ing] the Conference all 13 years” (this was the thir-
teenth annual conference).14

25. Michael Flanigan, an executive from Citibank, spoke imme-
diately after Mr. Rodney and described Citibank as the “lead spon-
sor of the premier event.” 15

26. Following Mr. Flanigan’s remarks, and the remarks of sev-
eral other speakers, Representative Carolyn Cheeks Kilpatrick
spoke. At the end of her remarks she stated, “[alnd to the sponsors,
by the way, all of you, we couldn’t do this, be with you, help Karl
if you weren’t here with us so we say thank you very much, you
are so important. To all of the sponsors, thank you very much.” 16

11 Letter from the Committee on Standards of Official Conduct to Delegate Donna
Christensen (Oct. 16, 2008) (Exhibit 1 at 09-3698 0004).

12 Photographs taken at the 13th Annual Caribbean Multi-National Business Conference (Ex-
hibit 5 at Exhibit 1 at 09—3698 0070-0078) (The Board notes that the source of this information
may have a bias, interest, or motive in this matter.).

13 Transcript of Recording of November 7, 2008 AM Session of the 13th Annual Caribbean
Multi-National Business Conference (Exhibit 3 at 09-3698 0037—3698 0039) (The Board notes
that the source of this information may have a bias, interest, or motive in this matter.).

14 Jd. at 09-3698 0037.

15 Id. at 09-3698 0039.

16 Id. at 09-3698 0054.
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27. In an interview with the OCE, Delegate Christensen con-
firmed she attended this session of the conference.l”

28. In addition to these comments, signs for the conference dis-
played these corporations? logos, including signs hung behind the
speaker’s podium where the individuals spoke.18

29. In her interview, Delegate Christensen stated when she ar-
rived at the conference on Thursday she recalled seeing the banner
and that a similar banner hung in all the conference rooms.19

30. After attending the morning session, Delegate Christensen
confirmed that she participated in a “ribbon cutting” ceremony in
which she and representatives from these corporations and the
Leader of Government of St. Maarten, Commissioner Sarah
Wescott-Williams stood for photographs. She is the individual par-
tially photographed on the far right of the picture below.20

17 Memorandum of Interview of Delegate Donna Christensen (May 4, 2009) (Exhibit 2 at 09—
3698 0034).

18 Photographs taken at the 13th Annual Caribbean Multi-National Business Conference (Ex-
hibit 5 at 09-3698 0070).

19 Memorandum of Interview of Delegate Donna Christensen (May 4, 2009) (Exhibit 2 at 09—
3698 0033).

20 Photographs taken at the 13th Annual Caribbean Multi-National Business Conference (Ex-
hibit 5 at 09-3698 0071).
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31. In an interview with the OCE, Delegate Christensen stated
that she relied on the entity that invited her to the conference, the
Carib News Foundation, to identify the sponsor of her trip and, fur-
ther, that she relied on the Standards Committee, who pre-ap-
proved her trip, to determine if that information was accurate.2! As
a result, Delegate Christensen told the OCE that the involvement
of these corporations in the conference did not raise questions in
her mind about whether the Carib News Foundation was the sole
sponsor of the conference.22 However, Delegate Christensen did ac-
knowledge that she was aware that the corporate entities identified
had some financial role in the conference.23 She did not know if
they gave directly to the Foundation or to the conference. She also
stated that the Government of St. Marten paid for a reception,
which included food, that she attended.

32. The Board notes that the practice of relying entirely on the
Standards Committee to determine the sponsor of a Member’s trav-
el carries with it a degree of risk. Further, while Members are re-
quired to receive pre-approval from the Standards Committee be-
fore they travel, it is the Member, and not the Standards Com-
mittee, that is ultimately accepting the travel from a private spon-
sor. The Board reads the pre-clearance process as a free-standing
requirement the House adopted in 2007. There is no indication that
the House intended it to supplant, or at the very least to com-
pletely supplant, Members’ responsibility to abide by the travel
rules when they accept privately sponsored travel. As a result, it
is the Board’s view that a reasonable reading of the travel rules

s

21 Memorandum of Interview of Delegate Donna Christensen (May 4, 2009) (Exhibit 2 at 09—
3698 0034).

22 Id. at 09-3698 00035.

23 Id. at 09-3698 00033.
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places responsibility for identifying the sponsor with both the Mem-
ber and the Standards Committee and not the Standards Com-
mittee alone. This shared responsibility also reflects the practical
reality that, because the Member actually takes the trip, and the
Standards Committee does not, the Member may, in certain cir-
cumstances, have access to information about the trip not available
to the Standards Committee. In this instance, the Member had in-
formation about the sponsors of the conference not available to the
Standards Committee, namely that numerous corporations were
identified as sponsors of the conference.

33. Further, as described below, these other entities were, in fact,
sponsors of the conference.

B. CARIB NEWS ALSO SPONSORED DELEGATE CHRISTENSEN’S TRAVEL

34. Karl Rodney is the publisher of the CARIB NEWS, a weekly
newspaper published in New York. He also identified himself as
the CEO of the Carib News Foundation on the Private Sponsor
Travel Certification described above.24

35. According to Mr. Rodney, “general funds” of CARIB NEWS
were “pooled” with payments from corporate sponsors, made both
to CARIB NEWS and the Carib News Foundation and fees from
attendees at the conference to pay conference expenses including
“travel” and “hotel payments.” 25

36. Therefore, CARIB NEWS was also effectively a sponsor of
Delegate Christensen’s trip.

C. CORPORATE DONATIONS WERE EARMARKED FOR THE CONFERENCE

37. According to the House Ethics Manual:

The rule and implementing regulations are concerned with the
organization(s) or individual(s) that actually pay for travel.
Thus, for example, when a nonprofit organization pays for trav-
el with donations that were earmarked, either formally or infor-
mally, for the trip, each such donor is deemed a—private source
for the trip and (1) must be publicly disclosed as a trip sponsor
on the applicable travel forms and (2) must itself be required
to satisfy the above standards on proper sources of travel ex-
penses.

38. In the course of conducting its review, the OCE has learned
that the Carib News Foundation solicited earmarked funds for the
conference. For example, Carib News Foundation sent a solicitation
letter to Citigroup, Inc.26

24 Private Sponsor Travel Certification Form signed by Karl Rodney (Oct. 3, 2008) (Exhibit
1 at 09-3698 0007).

25 Letter from Joel Cohen, Counsel for Karl Rodney (May 18, 2009) (Exhibit 6 at 09-3698
0081).

26 Letter from Carib News Foundation to Mr. Eric Eve, Citigroup, Inc. (Apr. 4, 2008) (Exhibit
7 at 09-3698 0085) (a nearly identical letter was sent to IBM, AT&T, Pfizer, Verizon Foundation
and others).
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Tel: (212) 944 Fax: (212) 944-2089

L4
E-mail Jillécaribnewsconference.com

Carib News Foundation
2 \' 7 West 36th Street, 8th floor, New York, NY 10018

BUSINESS
TOGETHER

April 04, 2008

Mr. Eric Eve

Senior Vice President
Community Relations
Global Consumer Group
Citigroup Inc.

850 Third Avenue, 12th floor
New York, NY 10022

’/’ZM»#

Dear Mr: Eve:

Fof the past twelve years, the annual Caribbean Multi-National Business Conference
has been instrumental in encouraging investment, cross-border trade and business
partnerships, the role played by executives of major corporations, medium and
small-size businesses and entrepreneurs, and deepens the connections with key
elected officials.

Your support and that of CITI went a long way to make the Conference a success,
and has fostered on-going growth in business achievements and impactful policy
decisions. We appreciate your encouragement, your personal participation, and the
very stature your presence brings to the Conference. We do get concrete results ancl
expressed appreciation of new opportunities.

We can assure you that all the key stakeholders, Members of Congress, Heads and
Ministers of Government, Elected Officials, Community and Business Leaders are all
aware and appreciative of yours and CITI'S participation in this very important
mission.

This year, the Thirteenth Annual Conference is scheduled to be held in St. Maarten,
November 6 - 9, 2008, and promises to further strengthen and expand on the work
done by many of the Caribbean countries developing economies, in collaboration
with the emerging markets initiatives in the U.S. The quality of the sessions and the
high level of participation is now legendary, and is anxiously awaited each year.

Enclosed is a Power Point presentation of the sponsorship opportunities the
Conference provides, and also a program and recap of the 2006-2007 Conference.
We know of your interest to deepen the CITI local, regional and global connections,
and I know the Conference can achieve that. It is our sincere wish that this
presentation motivates your sponsorship.

39. Attached to this solicitation letter was a PowerPoint presen-
tation.2? The presentation solicits money only for the conference
and not for any other purpose, outlining the benefits of each level
of sponsorship—Platinum, Gold, and Silver, along with lesser levels

27 Id. at 09-3698 0088-0102
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of sponsorship—in terms of the conference.28 In each instance, the
sponsorship covers travel related expenses such as gala events and
meals.

PARTICIPATION

Platinum LEVEL - $75,000

{ % Keynote Speaker at Main Event

: % Sponsor Private VIP Reception and specially arranged forum
Special Awards Presentation

! < Display, Exhibition and signage

% R

i % Area of Conference -Reserved for exclusive sponsorship
%  Full page Ad in program

< Air Transportation for 2 people

%  Accommodations: One Suite and One Standard Room
% Included in all printed materials

% Included in Internet promotion

| % Display company logo and link to our website

%+ Sponsor of a Gala Event

*  Sponsor and Participate in a workshop
! % Representative listed in program with bio and photo

= s o P.51 = 3 y
SARTICIPA PARTICIPATION
g 9 B - - Ik = S
SILVER LEVEL - $25,000
GOLD LEVEL - $50,000 — :
|+  Sponsor & Participate in a Workshop i
+ SponsoraWorkshop | ¢ Display and Exhibition |
i |
¢  Sponsora Gala Event { ¢  Banner in Public areas & at workshop
+  Display , Exhibition and signage | ¢ Included in all printed materials
1
¢ included in all Printed Material | ¢ Included in Radio and TV Promotions |
¢ Included in all Internet Promotion ! #  Included in the internet promotion !
#  Display of Company Logo and Link to Our |+ Sp an event i.e. break lunch or |
Website ! dinner |
¢  Full Page Ad in Program : ¢  Full Page ad in program and recap I
¢  Representation in the Brochure | ¢  Representatives listed in program with bio & :
| : i
¢ Alr Transportation & room accommodations | phetos
forl | #  Representatives listed in brochure |

40. The OCE also learned that at least four of the corporations
identified at the conference did in fact, make payments to the
Carib News Foundation and CARIB NEWS (the newspaper) ear-

28 Id. at 09-3698 0095-0098
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marked for the conference. The Carib News Foundation itself ap-
pears to be nothing more than a conduit in this case, and a partial
one at that, for payments from corporations to support the con-
ference. There is no evidence that the organization has filed a tax
return with the IRS, under either Carib News Foundation or Carib
News Charities, since 2005.29 On its 2005 Form 990, the Carib
News Foundation is shown as having no assets, no income and no
expenses.30 Not a single witness from a sponsor interviewed by the
OCE knew of any other work of the Foundation. Indeed one wit-
ness, from IBM, was not aware that the Foundation played a role
in the conference.31

41. Citigroup. Citigroup made a $75,000 payment to the CARIB
NEWS for the conference.32

42. Verizon Foundation. Verizon Foundation made a $35,000
payment to the Carib News Charities 33 for the conference.34

43. Representative 1 of the Verizon Foundation said the Verizon
Foundation funded the Carib News Foundation for the first time in
2008 and that the grant was issued to provide funding for the 13t
Annual Caribbean Multi-National Business Conference.35

29 Letter from IRS to OCE (April 17, 2009) (Exhibit 8 at 09-3698 0107).

30 Id. at 09-3698 0108-0119.

31 Memorandum of Interview of the Representative of IBM (May 8, 2009) (Exhibit 9 at 09—
3698 0123).

32 Documents submitted to the OCE by Citigroup (Exhibit 7 at 09-3698 0084).

33 Mr. Rodney accepted corporate payments under the names of three entities: The Carib
News, the Carib News Foundation, and the Carib News Charities. According to the Secretary
of State for the State of New York, the organization that currently operates as the Carib News
Foundation originally operated under the name the Carib News Charities.

34 Documents Submitted to the OCE by Verizon Foundation (Exhibit 10 at 09-3698 0127).

35 Memorandum of Interview of Representative 1 of Verizon Foundation (Mar. 23, 2009) (Ex-
hibit 11 at 09-3698 0133).
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44. IBM. IBM made a $20,000 payment to Carib News Founda-
tion for the conference as indicated on the invoice that CARIB
NEWS, INC. (not Carib News Foundation) sent IBM.36

45. Macy’s. Macy’s made a $35,000 payment to CARIB NEWS
for the conference.3”

46. Pfizer. Pfizer made a $25,000 payment to CARIB NEWS for
the conference.38

47. Only American Airlines explicitly limited their sponsorship of
the conference to individuals who were not elected officials, prohib-
iting CARIB NEWS from using any part of their sponsorship on
Members of Congress and other government officials and their
staff.39 No other sponsor with whom we spoke placed restrictions
on how or on whom their contribution could be spent.4® The only
expectation was that the contribution would be used for expenses
associated with the conference.

D. BECAUSE ENTITIES THAT EMPLOY OR RETAIN LOBBYISTS SPON-
SORED THE EVENT, DELEGATE CHRISTENSEN’S INVOLVEMENT
SHOULD HAVE BEEN LIMITED TO ONE DAY

48. According to the House Ethics Manual:
One-Day Event Trip. The sole exception to the general prohi-
bition on accepting officially-connected travel from a private
source that retains or employs lobbyists or agents of a foreign
principal is for trips involving attendance at or participation in
one-day event (exclusive of travel time and an overnight stay).

36 Documents submitted by IBM to the OCE (Exhibit 13 at 09-3698 0150).

37 Memorandum of Interview of Representative 1 of Macy’s (Exhibit 20 at 09-3698 0241)

38 Interview with Investigative Counsel on May 22, 2009.

39 Documents submitted by American Airlines to the OCE (Exhibit 14 at 09-3698 0153—-0157)
and OCE Investigative Counsel interview with American Airlines Representative (Mar. 5, 2009)
(American Airlines provided an in-kind contribution in the form of ten roundtrip tickets to be
used by Carib News in any manner they chose with the exception that no ticket could be used
for an elected official or the official’s staff or family. The estimated value of their contribution
was between $6,200 and $7,500).

40 Memorandum of Interview of Representative of IBM (Exhibit 9 at 09-3698 0123); Memo-
randum of Interview of Representative 2 of the Verizon Foundation (Exhibit 12 at 09-3698
0145); Memorandum of Interview of Representative of Citi (Exhibit 4 at 09-3698 0065); Memo-
randum of Interview of Representative 1 of Macy’s (Exhibit 20 at 09—3698 0241).
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Under the rule, it is permissible for a Member or staff person
to accept and meals related to a single night’s lodging and
meals related to the trip, if offered by the trip sponsor. Members
and staff must limit their involvement in connection with the
event to a single calendar day, exclusive of travel time and
an overnight stay. A Member or staff person may therefore at-
tend only a single day of a multiple-day conference, forum, or
other event that is being hosted primarily for individuals other
than congressional invitees.

Under the Committee’s travel regulations and guidelines im-
plementing the travel provisions of the gift rule, the Committee
may permit a second night’s stay when determined ‘on a case-
by-case basis to be practically required to participate in the one-
day event (House Rule 25, clause 5(b)(1)(C)). Some cir-
cumstances in which the Committee may permit a second
night’s stay are for certain long-distance trips, when a Member
or staff person is participating in a full day’s worth of officially-
connected activities such that a second night’s stay is necessary
to accomplish the purpose of the trip, or other exceptional cir-
cumstances that are described in detail by the traveler. The
traveler will be personally responsible for any expenses incurred
beyond those allowed by the Committee in connection with the
second night’s stay 41

49. Citigroup, IBM and Verizon employ or retain lobbyists.42

50. Delegate Christensen spent three days at the conference.43

51. There is substantial reason to believe that Delegate
Christensen violated House Rule 25, clause 5(b)(1)(C) by accepting
trip-related reimbursements from entities that employ or retain
lobbyists for participating in an event for more than one day.

E. THE GOVERNMENT OF ST. MAARTEN MADE IN-KIND DONATIONS TO
THE 2008 CONFERENCE AND PLAYED A SIGNIFICANT ROLE IN PLAN-
NING, ORGANIZING AND CONDUCTING THE 2008 CONFERENCE

52. The Government of St. Maarten was the host of the 2008 con-
ference and the Leader of Government of St. Maarten personally
invited Delegate Christensen to attend.44

41 House Ethics Manual at 92-93 citing (House Rule 25, clause 5(b)(1)(C)) (emphasis in origi-

nal).

42 (Clerk of the House of Representatives Lobbying Disclosure Report 2008 (excerpt) (Exhibit
15 at 09-3698 0159-0164).
43 Member/Officer Post-Travel Disclosure Form signed by Delegate Donna M. Christensen

(Dec.

22, 2008) (Exhibit 1 at 09-3698 0002—0003).

44 Letter from Leader of Government of St. Maarten, Commissioner Sarah Wescot-Williams,
to Delegate Donna Christensen (Aug. 28, 2008) (Exhibit 1 at 09-3698 0011).
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53. In that capacity, it provided in-kind donations to support the
conference and also had a substantial role in planning the con-
ference. As a result, it was effectively a sponsor of the 2008 con-
ference.*5

54. Rodney provided the Leader of Government of St. Maarten,
Commissioner Sarah Wescott-Williams, with a list of “Basic Re-
quirements to Host Caribbean Multi-National Business Con-
ference.” 46 These included:

45 In 2007, the “host” of the conference was the Government of Antigua and Barbuda. In the
event that the Government of Antigua and Barbuda provided the same support as St. Maarten
did in 2008, then the members may have accepted gifts from a foreign government which would
have been reportable under the Foreign Gift and Decorations Act. In addition, if the Govern-
ment of Antigua provided these gifts to the Members, and if they were more than $335 in value,
then the Members should have disclosed them on their financial disclosure form for 2007, which
was filed in May 2008.

46 Letter from Karl Rodney to Commissioner Sarah Wescott-Williams (Aug. 13, 2008) (Exhibit
16 at 09—-3698 0166).
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55. According to a statement from Mr. Rodney submitted to the
OCE, the Government of St. Maarten, (1) developed local Host
Committees to facilitate local planning; (2) helped negotiate the
rate with the hotel, (3) assisted in developing the theme of the Con-
ference, (4) assisted in identifying local speakers, including the
Leader of Government, (5) assisted in local publicity, (6) provided
local entertainment, including a school choir and cultural items, (7)
arranged Host Country Evening on Friday, November 8 (the whole
group was transported to another property for refreshments and
entertainment), (8) helped with local transportation for some
CARIB NEWS employees and helped arrange accommodations for
some guests (not paying for such accommodations), (9) participated
as event speakers, and (10) issued invitations to attend to specially
invited guests.” 47 These contributions to the conference were all in-
kind, according to Mr. Rodney, and he did not provide an estimated
value for them.48

47 Letter from Joel Cohen, Counsel for Karl Rodney (May 18, 2009) (Exhibit 6 at 09-3698
0080-0081).
48 Id.
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56. In addition, because these donations to the conference are
from a foreign government, Members are required to take certain
actions under the Foreign Gifts and Decorations Act.49

57. Delegate Christensen told the OCE that the Government of
St. Maarten plays a number of roles in the conference, including
participating in holding the conference.50

III. ROLE OF THE CHAIR’S COUNSEL IN THE APPROVAL OF THE 12th
ANNUAL CARIBBEAN MULTI-NATIONAL BUSINESS CONFERENCE IN
2007

58. As previously stated, Delegate Christensen told the OCE that
she relied on the Standards Committee to determine who the true
sponsor of the conference was based on information the Standards
Committee received from the organization that invited her to the
conference—the Carib News Foundation.?1 In the course of the
Board’s review, the OCE requested documents from Mr. Karl Rod-
ney, the CEO of the Carib News Foundation. Mr. Rodney volun-
tarily submitted documents to the OCE that included, among other
things, communication with certain members of the staff of the
Committee on Standards of Official Conduct in 2007. The contents
of these documents from 2007 are relevant because they indicate
the role of the corporations was concealed from the Committee in
2008.

59. The Board requested that the Committee provide the infor-
mation submitted to it for 2008 and the Committee declined to do
so.
60. The documents submitted by Mr. Rodney show that in 2007
the CARIB NEWS initially identified, on several occasions, other
corporations as sponsors of the Conference. The designation of
these corporate entities as sponsors presented a problem for CARIB
NEWS and the Members who wished to attend the conference inso-
far as their attendance would be limited to one day. In 2007, as a
result of changes in the travel rules, a Member could not, in most
instances, participate in an event (such as a conference) for more
than one day if their travel to and participation in the event was
paid for by an entity that employed or retained a lobbyist.52 Many
of the corporate entities who sponsored the 2007, as well as the
2008 conference, employed or retained lobbyists. Although CARIB
NEWS initially identified these entities as sponsors, following
interactions with the counsel to the then-chair of the Committee,
apparently without the knowledge of the Standards Committee
staff attorney assigned to review the trip, the documents identi-
fying these organizations as sponsors were changed.

61. Subsequently, in 2008, the Carib News Foundation submitted
documents that omitted the role of these other corporations as
sponsors of the conference. Further, the staff attorney assigned to
review the trip in 2008 was not the same staff attorney that re-
viewed the trip in 2007.

49 5 U.S.C. § 7342.

50 Memorandum of Interview of Delegate Donna Christensen (May 4, 2009) (Exhibit 2 at 09—
3698 0031).

51 Id. at 09-3698 0030-0035.

52 House Ethics Manual (2008) at 92-93 (citing House Rule 25, clause 5(b)(1)(C)).
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62. The earliest communication between CARIB NEWS or the
Carib News Foundation and anyone associated with the Ethics
Committee in the documents submitted to the OCE from Mr. Rod-
ney is an e-mail dated September 17, 2007 from Patricia Louis, an
Executive Assistant at CARIB NEWS, to Dawn Kelly Mobley,
Counsel to the then-Chair of the Ethics Committee.53

63. The next day, on September 18, 2007, Ms. Mobley responded
and asked for “any information on your sponsor’s status.” 54

64. That same day Ms. Louis responded, indentifying multiple
corporations as “sponsors” of the trip.55

65. In response that same day, Ms. Mobley asked, “[d]o any of
these organizations have or retain a lobbyist” 56

66. The next day, Ms. Mobley further responded asking Ms.
Louis whether she, Ms. Mobley, should “assume” the sponsor was
CARIB NEWS, despite the fact that Ms. Louis had not identified
CARIB NEWS as a sponsor.?” The Board notes that in her e-mail,
Ms. Louis did not identify CARIB NEWS as a sponsor. Further,
Ms. Mobley acknowledged that she had been told corporations iden-
tified by Ms. Louis were “sponsoring food and other parts of the
Antigua travel.” Under House rules in place at the time, and under
current rules, sponsoring a meal makes these corporations sponsors
of a Member’s travel.?8 The Board also notes Ms. Mobley’s use of
the phrase “safe review,” which the Board takes to mean a review
which results in approval of the trip.

53 E-mail from Patricia Louis to Dawn Kelly Mobley (Sept. 17, 2007, 3:47 PM EST) (Exhibit
17 at 09-3698 0213) (The Board elected not the interview Ms. Mobley and Ms. Olson because
the Standards Committee voted against disclosing information to the OCE. The Board deter-
mined that it would have been an act of bad faith on the part of the OCE to attempt to inter-
view staff and former staff of the Standards Committee in light of the Committee’s refusal to
grant OCE access to their records.).

54 E-mail from Dawn Kelly Mobley to Patricia Louis (Sept. 18, 2007, 12:57 PM EST) (Exhibit
17 at 09-3698 0213).

55 E-mail from Patricia Louis to Dawn Kelly Mobley (Sept. 18, 2007) (Exhibit 17 at 09-3698
0213) (The Board notes that while the document that contains the e-mail does not have a header
which indicates a date and time, both the e-mail before it and responding to it are dated Sep-
tember 18, 2007).

56 E-mail from Dawn Kelly Mobley to Patricia Louis (Sept. 18, 2007, 7:03 PM EST) (Exhibit
17 at 09-3698 0212).

57 E-mail from Dawn Kelly Mobley to Patricia Louis (Sept. 19, 2007, 2:16 PM EST) (Exhibit
17 at 09-3698 0212).

58 House Ethics Manual (2008) at 97-98.
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67. Later in the afternoon on September 19, 2007, Ms. Mobley
sent Ms. Louis another e-mail where she discussed the limitations
posed by the new travel rules the House had adopted in 2007. Ms.
Mobley told Ms. Louis, “the new rules might prohibit some things
you were able to do with so many different sponsors in the past.”
Thus, Ms. Mobley again acknowledged that these corporations were
sponsors and that the new travel rules affected the nature of their
participation in the trip.59

68. On September 21, 2007, Ms. Louis responded.6°

59 E-mail from Dawn Kelly Mobley to Patricia Louis (Sept. 19, 2007, 3:23 PM EST) (Exhibit
17 at 09-3698 0212).

60 E-mail from Patricia Louis to Dawn Kelly Mobley (Sept. 21, 2007, 1:56 PM EST) (Exhibit
17 at 09-3698 0210)
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69. That same day, on September 21, 2007, Ms. Louis faxed Ms.
Mobley a Private Sponsor Travel Certification Form. On the form
Carib News Foundation is listed as the sponsor of the trip in ques-
tion 1.61

70. However, the Carib News Foundation listed a number of cor-
porations as private sponsors, each with responsibility for planning
and conducting the trip, in question 12.62 This is at least the sec-
ond instance where the Carib News Foundation identified these
corporations as the trip’s sponsors.

61 Private Sponsor Travel Certification Form (Sept. 21, 2007) (Exhibit 17 at 09-3698 0200).
62 Jd. at 09—-3698 0201.
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71. This prompted the following e-mail from Ms. Mobley to Ms.
Louis.®3 The Board notes that Ms. Mobley stated she was “working
through” the Carib News Foundation’s forms “before leaving them
with our staff attorney.”

72. Later that same day, Ms. Mobley queried further.64 At least
as of this date, following at least two instances where Ms. Louis
identified these corporations as sponsors, Ms. Mobley appeared to
treat these entities as “co-sponsors.”

73. On October 3, 2007, Ms. Mobley informed Ms. Louis that
Susan Olson was the staff attorney assigned to review the trip.65

74. A copy of the Private Sponsor Travel Certification Form pro-
vided to a Member’s office on October 5, 2007, shows that by Octo-
ber 5, 2007, following its interaction with Ms. Mobley, Carib News
Foundation changed its answer to question 12 regarding other pri-
vate sponsors. As previously highlighted, as of September 21, 2007,
Carib News Foundation provided the following answer to question
12.66

75. However, as of October 5, 2007, it provided a different an-
swer to question 12.67

63 E-mail from Dawn Kelly Mobley to Patricia Louis (Sept. 25, 2007, 12:42 PM EST) (Exhibit
17 at 09-3698 0197).

64 E-mail from Dawn Kelly Mobley to Patricia Louis (Sept. 25, 2007, 5:08 PM EST) (Exhibit
17 at 09-3698 0197).

65 E-mail from Dawn Kelly Mobley to Patricia Louis (Oct. 3, 2007, 12:39 PM EST) (Exhibit
17 at 09-3698 0194).

66 Private Sponsor Travel Certification Form (Sept. 21, 2007) (Exhibit 17 at 09-3698 0201).

67 Private Sponsor Travel Certification Form (Oct. 5, 2007) (Exhibit 18 at 09-3698 0216).
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And the attached sheet provided the following information.68

On October 10, 2007, Susan Olson, the staff attorney on the Stand-
ards Committee assigned to review the trip e-mailed Ms. Louis the
following questions 9 (and copied Ms. Mobley and the Chief Coun-
sel of the Standards Committee at that time, Bill O?Reilly). While
the Private Sponsor Travel Certification Form for the trip had been
changed by this date, the draft agenda for the conference appar-
ently had not and still showed corporate sponsors for various
events. What Ms. Olson does not appear to be aware of is the fact
that Carib News Foundation had previously identified the same
corporations she is raising questions about as private sponsors on
its original Private Sponsor Travel Certification form.

68 Id. at 09-3698 0220.
69 E-mail from Susan Olson to Patricia Louis (Oct. 10, 2007, 4:01 PM EST) (Exhibit 17 at
09-3698 0182-0183).
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76. The Committee’s Advisory Opinion dated October 27, 2006 in-
dicates, as Ms. Olson wrote, that Carib News Foundation told the
Standards Committee in 2006 that there were several corporate en-
tities that sponsored the conference.”® The “Advisory Opinion” did
not conclude that these entities were, in fact, the trip’s sponsors,
as the e-mail seems to indicate.

77. A draft agenda for the conference dated October 3, 2007,
identified a “sponsor” for each event listed.?’! This appears to be the
version of the agenda that Olson is referring to in her e-mail. For
example, “Preferred Health Partners” is identified as the sponsor
of this event on “Port & Airport Security—The Mandates.” 72

And Citi is identified as the sponsor of this event on “Community
Outreach—Education—Access and Collaboration.” 73

70 Committee on Standards of Official Conduct, Advisory Opinion (Oct. 27, 2006) (Exhibit 17
at 09-3698 0206-0208).

71 Working Draft of the 13th Annual Caribbean Multi-National Business Conference Program
(Oct. 3, 2007) (Exhibit 19 at 09-3698 0222-0238).

72 Id. at 09-3698 0228.

73 Id. at 09-3698 0234
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78. Ms. Louis forwarded Ms. Olson’s e-mail to Ms. Mobley, Con-
gressman Charles Rangel’s Chief of Staff George Dalley and Dele-
gate Donna Christensen’s scheduler Shelley Thomas, and asked
them to advise her on a response.”4

Ms. Louis appears to be pre-clearing her response to questions
posed by the Standards Committee staff attorney. There is no indi-
cation that the staff attorney knew that the answer to her question
had already been discussed with the counsel to the then-chair of
the Standards Committee. Substantively, based on documents ob-
tained by the OCE and interviews with sponsors, the statement
“the sponsors contribute to the overall expense of the trip” appears

74 E-mail from Patricia Louis to Dawn Kelly Mobley, George Dalley, and Shelley Thomas
(Oct. 10, 2007, 5:56 PM EST) (Exhibit 17 at 09-3698 0188).



31

to be true. However, the statement “and the general work of the
Foundation,” does not appear to be true. All of the sponsors OCE
interviewed stated unequivocally that the contribution was in-
tended for the conference.?5

79. Less than an hour later Ms. Mobley responded.”® The Board
notes Ms. Mobley’s concern with whether any of the corporate
sponsors paid for an event and also retained a lobbyist” and her
conclusion that if they did, Members of Congress could only attend
for one day.

80. Ms. Louis then faxed Ms. Mobley.”” The Board notes that Ms.
Louis again appears to be pre-clearing her responses to the staff at-
torney, Ms. Olson, with Ms. Mobley (“Kindly review and advise be-
fore I send to Ms. Olson.”).

75 Memorandum of Interview of Representative of IBM (May 8, 2009) (Exhibit 9); Memo-
randum of Interview of Representative 1 of the Verizon Foundation (Mar. 23, 2009) (Exhibit 11);
Memorandum of Interview of Representative of Citi (Mar. 17, 2009) (Exhibit 4); Memorandum
of Interview of Representative 1 of Macy’s (May 28, 2009) (Exhibit 20).

76 E-mail from Dawn Kelly Mobley to Patricia Louis (Oct. 10, 2007, 6:49 PM EST) (Exhibit
17 at 09-3698 0188).

77 Fax from Patricia Louis to Dawn Kelly Mobley (Oct. 11, 2007) (Exhibit 17 at 09-3698
0185).
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81. The Board further notes that Ms. Louis represented that,
“the program has been amended to reflect the companies as Partici-
pants,” an action taken following Ms. Louis’ interactions with Ms.
Mobley. A copy of the revised agenda was submitted by another
Member of Congress who attended the conference.”® The Board
notes that this “updated” schedule changed the label applied to
“sponsors” to “participants” and in some cases deleted any mention
of the corporate entity that had previously been identified as a
“sponsor.”

78 Working Draft of the 13th Annual Caribbean Multi-National Business Conference Program
(Oct. 22, 2007) (Exhibit 21 at 09—3698 0244).
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83. In another example, the Board notes that the following event
was previously identified as being sponsored by CITIL.8* Now CITI
is not even mentioned.®2 The Board notes that the moderator was
an executive at CITI at the time and represented the company at
the conference.83

79 Working Draft of the 13th Annual Caribbean Multi-National Business Conference Program
(Oct. 3, 2007) (Exhibit 19 at 09—-3698 0228).

80 Working Draft of the 13th Annual Caribbean Multi-National Business Conference Program
(Oct. 22, 2007) (Exhibit 21 at 09-3698 0248).

81 Working Draft of the 13th Annual Caribbean Multi-National Business Conference Program
(Oct. 3, 2007) (Exhibit 19 at 09-3698 0234).

82 Working Draft of the 13th Annual Caribbean Multi-National Business Conference Program
(Oct. 22, 2007) (Exhibit 21 at 09—-3698 0254).

83 Memorandum of Interview of Representative of Citi (Mar. 17, 2009) (Exhibit 4).
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84. These changes were entirely cosmetic. There is no indication
that the corporations? substantive role in the conference changed
in any way.

85. That same day, October 11, 2007, Ms. Louis responded to Ms.
Olson, stating that “[t]he sponsors contribute to the overall expense
of the trip.” 8¢ The Board notes that this is precisely the answer she
had pre-cleared with Mobley.

86. Ms. Olson then forwarded her exchange with Ms. Louis to
Bill O'Reilly, the Staff Director and Chief Counsel of the Ethics
Committee at that time, and to Dawn Mobley.85 Based on this e-
mail, it appears that Ms. Olson was unaware that Mobley had been
communicating directly with the Carib News Foundation. There is
also no evidence that Ms. Mobley told her she had been involved
in this manner. Witnesses for the various sponsors told the OCE

84 E-mail from Patricia Louis to Susan Olson (Oct. 10, 2007, 10:33 AM EST) (Exhibit 17 at
09-3698 0182).

85 E-mail from Susan Olson to Bill O?Reilly and Dawn Kelly Mobley (Oct. 12, 2007 9:29 AM)
(Exhibit 17 at 09-3698 0182).
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that they did contribute funding directly to the trip (the conference)
and in no case did they simply make donations to the “general
funds” of the CARIB NEWS or the Carib News Foundation.86

87. Ms. Mobley then forwarded Ms. Olson’s internal e-mail to Ms.
Louis.8” The Board notes that Ms. Mobley counseled that these
“other organizations” can “participate” in the program but “should
not help pay for the trip.”

88. Later that day, Ms. Mobley sent Ms. Louis an additional e-
mail.88 As previously stated, the sponsors whom the OCE inter-
viewed all stated that they did not “support [the] foundation annu-
ally” and did specifically designate their donations for the 2007
conference. Either Ms. Mobley was repeating inaccurate informa-
tion Ms. Louis had given her, or she was giving inaccurate informa-
tion to Ms. Olson without prompting.

86 Memorandum of Interview of Representative of IBM (May 8, 2009) (Exhibit 9); Memo-
randum of Interview of Representative 1 of the Verizon Foundation (Mar. 23, 2009) (Exhibit 11);
Memorandum of Interview of Representative of Citi (Mar. 17, 2009) (Exhibit 4); Memorandum
of Interview of Representative 1 of Macy’s (May 28, 2009) (Exhibit 20).

87 E-mail from Dawn Kelly Mobley to Patricia Louis (Oct. 12, 2007 9:59 AM EST) (Exhibit
17 at 09-3698 0181).

88 E-mail from Dawn Kelly Mobley to Patricia Louis (Oct. 12, 2007 1:55 PM EST) (Exhibit
17 at 09-3698 0181).
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89. Ms. Olson then sent Ms. Louis additional questions about the
corporate entities previously identified as “sponsors.” 89

89 E-mail from Susan Olson to Patricia Louis (Oct. 12, 2007 2:41 PM EST) (Exhibit 17 at
09-3698 0176-0177).
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90. Three days later, Ms. Louis sent an e-mail to Ms. Mobley, but
addressed to Ms. Olson.?° This may have been inadvertent or,
based on their previous practice, Ms. Louis may have done this be-
fore she then sent it to Ms. Olson. This is the final communication
regarding the 2007 conference provided to the OCE.

91. In an interview with the OCE, a staff member of Representa-
tive Rangel’s office, Staff Member 1 of Congressman Rangel’s Of-
fice, described discussions with Ms. Louis and Ms. Mobley in 2007
on the topic of how the new travel rules would affect the Members?
participation in the 2007 conference.?! The staff member said that
Ms. Louis, and Mr. and Mrs. Rodney told him that the then Chair
of the Standards Committee had assigned her counsel on the Com-
mittee, Ms. Mobley, to “find a way” to allow Members of Congress
to participate in the conference under the new travel rules passed
by the House in 2007.92 The staff member told the OCE that Con-
gressman Rangel told him that the then-Chair had made similar
statements to him.93 ”

92. Staff Member 1 of Congressman Rangel’s Office said the
“framework” that was decided upon was that the Carib News Foun-
dation would raise money from corporate donors who had pre-
viously sponsored the conference and that this money in turn
would be deposited in a “common fund” that would then be used
to pay for the conference. It was Staff Member 1 of Congressman
Rangel’s Office’s understanding that if this was done, then Mem-
bers of Congress could participate in the conference without any re-
strictions imposed by the new rules. Staff Member 1 of Congress-
man Rangel’s Office said that it was important to break the link
between the corporations and the conference under the new rules
and that using the Foundation in this way would enable that to
happen. Staff Member 1 of Congressman Rangel’s Office said he
learned of this new framework for the conference from Mr. and

90 E-mail from Patricia Louis to Dawn Kelly Mobley (Oct. 18, 2007 11:00 AM EST) (Exhibit
17 at 09-3698 0176).

91 Memorandum of Interview of Staff Member 1 of Congressman Rangel’s Office (May 27—
28, 2009) (Exhibit 22 at 09-3698 0258).

92 Id. at 09-3698 0259.

93 Id. at 09-3698 0259.
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Mrs. Rodney and that they represented this approach had come
from Ms. Mobley on the Standards Committee.%4

93. This conduct in 2007 is relevant to the present reviews for
a number of reasons. First, in and of itself, the intervention of the
Chair’s counsel in this matter is troubling and more likely con-
stituted an improper manipulation of the clearance process. Fol-
lowing Ms. Mobley’s intervention, Carib News Foundation changed
the Private Sponsor Travel Certification Form to delete any men-
tion of private sponsors before it was sent to the Standards Com-
mittee’s staff attorney assigned to review the matter. This occurred
after Carib News Foundation had told Ms. Mobley that these cor-
porations were sponsors of the conference on several occasions. Ms.
Louis’s initial, and presumably truthful, submissions regarding the
conference described the corporate entities as sponsors. However, if
the corporations were sponsors of the conference, as opposed to
Carib News Foundation, then the Members of Congress ability to
attend would have been limited because, the corporations, unlike
the Carib News Foundation, employed or retained lobbyists. It ap-
pears from the correspondence between Ms. Mobley and Ms. Louis,
and Ms. Olson’s apparent ignorance of the correspondence, that Ms.
Mobley assisted Ms. Louis in preparing inaccurate answers for Ms.
Olson in order to ensure that Ms. Olson would approve the trip in
a manner that would not limit the attendance of the Members of
Congress. Ms. Mobley’s involvement in the process seems to have
prevented the Standards Committee and its staff from correctly
performing its responsibilities. Ms. Olson’s approval of the trip was
predicated on an incomplete or inaccurate factual record, in which
Ms. Mobley apparently was complicit, putting at risk those Mem-
bers of Congress who relied on that approval.

94. The 2007 conduct and attendant misrepresentations appear
to have directly influenced what occurred in 2008. When the Carib
News Foundation submitted materials to the Standards Committee
for their approval of the 2008 conference, the Carib News Founda-
tion took the same approach that they had been counseled to take
in 2007 and did not disclose the role of the corporate sponsors on
the Private Sponsor Travel Certification Form or the conference
agenda.

95. In fact, in 2008, Carib News Foundation again first sub-
mitted its document to Ms. Mobley.?5> The Board notes that while
Ms. Mobley remains an employee of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives as of the date of this report, the above described conduct did
not occur after the day the House passed the resolution creating
the OCE, and therefore, under the terms of the that resolution, the
OCE does not have jurisdiction to open a preliminary review into
Ms. Mobley’s conduct.

94 [d.
95 Fax from Patricia Louis to Dawn Kelly Mobley (Aug. 20, 2008) (Exhibit 23 at 09-3698
0264).
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IV. THE VALUE OF THE TRIP REPORTED ON THE MEMBER’S POST-
TRAVEL DISCLOSURE FORM

96. Under House Rule 25 clause 5(d), Members are required to ob-
tain prior approval of the Standards Committee for trips where the
Member’s travel expenses will be reimbursed by a private source.
The Standards Committee has adopted regulations, including a pre-
and post-travel form Members must complete, pursuant to House
Rule 25 clause 5(h)(i)(1)(B) 96 that requires Members to publicly dis-
close “trip expenses.”

97. According to the House Ethics Manual, “[t]he rule and imple-
menting regulations are concerned with the organization(s) or indi-
vidual(s) that actually pay for travel.” House Ethics Manual (2008)
at 97.

98. There is substantial reason to believe that Delegate
Christensen violated House Rule 25 clause 5(h)(i)(1)(B) by under-
reporting the value of the travel reimbursements she received to

96 House Rule 25(5)(h)(i)(1)(B) directs the Standards Committee to establish, “regulations de-
scribing the information it will require individuals subject to this clause to submit to the com-
mittee in order to obtain the prior approval of the committee for any travel covered by this
clause . . . “On February 20, 2007, the Committee issued guidelines and regulations concerning
the travel restrictions and requirements.
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attend the 13th Annual Caribbean Multi-National Business Con-
ference.

A. REPRESENTATIONS FROM CARIB NEWS FOUNDATION

99. Carib News Foundation submitted a Private Sponsor Travel
Certification Form to each Member it sponsored for the 2008 trip—
Representatives Christensen, Kilpatrick, Payne, Rangel and
Thompson.?7 This form was provided to each Member Office and
then submitted by the Member Office to the Standards Committee
as part of the pre-travel approval process.

100. The Board notes that the Carib News Foundation provided
the same exact dollar figure with very minor variations for each
Member of Congress that attended the conference despite the fact
that Carib News Foundation recognized on the same form that the
Congressional travelers were travelling to and from different cities.
In fact, the Congressional travelers came from St. Croix, U.S. Vir-
gin Islands; Detroit, Michigan; Newark, New Jersey; New York,
New York; and Jackson, Mississippi.

97 Private Sponsor Travel Certification Form signed by Karl Rodney (Oct. 3, 2008) (Exhibit
1 at 09-3698 0007).
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101. After the conference, the Carib News Foundation provided
a memorandum to Representatives Rangel, Thompson, Payne and
Kilpatrick and Delegate Christensen that represented to contain
the value of the trip-related reimbursements.®8

102. The Board notes that the Carib News Foundation provided
the same “total transportation” figure to the Congressional trav-
elers despite the fact that Carib News Foundation had, in its own
files, airline tickets and receipts for each Congressional traveler
that showed, with the exception of Congressman Payne, that the
actual cost of the ticket was significantly higher.

103. In addition, according to Mr. Rodney, the cost charged to
“the public” to attend the conference for four days and three nights
was $840 for double occupancy or $1085 for single occupancy. The
cost of attendance included “room accommodations, meals, and ad-
mission to the Conference.” However, these figures were not dis-
closed pre-travel to the Members or the Standards Committee, nor
were these figures disclosed to the Members after the conference.

B. INFORMATION REQUIRED FROM THE CONGRESSIONAL TRAVELER

104. On her Member/Officer Post-Travel Disclosure Form,?9 Dele-
gate Christensen certified her travel cost as the following:

98 Memorandum from Carib News Foundation to Delegate Christensen (Nov. 18, 2008) (Ex-
hibit 1 at 09-3698 0012).

99 Member/Officer Post-Travel Disclosure Form signed by Delegate Donna M. Christensen
(Dec. 22, 2008) (Exhibit 1 at 09-3698 0003).
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105. Delegate Christensen acknowledged her signature on her
post-travel disclosure form.19° By signing the document, Delegate
Christensen certified that her transportation expenses were $410.
This is the figure in the memorandum from Karl Rodney cited
above.101

106. However, according to records produced by Mr. Rodney, Del-
egate Christensen’s total transportation expenses were $578. Dele-
gate Christensen received two-one way tickets in the amount of
$381 and $197, respectively.102

100 Memorandum of Interview of Delegate Donna Christensen (May 4, 2009) (Exhibit 2 at 09—
3698 0032).

101 Memorandum from Carib News Foundation to Representatives Rangel, Thompson, Payne
and Kilpatrick and Delegate Christensen (Nov. 18, 2008) (Exhibit 1 at 09—3698 0012).

102 Flight Reservation for Delegate Donna Christensen (Oct. 27, 2008) (Exhibit 24 at 09—3698
0288).
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DIECOUNT FROM THE CONPRACT HAS BEEN APPLIED.
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.‘_gg 0011284722126 . {01 2190158857 2 o 2190158.357 2
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7 west 36th street
new york, 19018
Confirmation Mumber:  TC2TDF Agent Numb
- . ar: 6535
Booking Date! 270ct08 Bocked By: Afeesha

ITINERARY: MRS, D C‘:HRIS’J.’ENSEN

Date Fit Depart Arrive Stops
Sat. 08Wov08 550 8K ~ ST,MAARTEN 12:10pm SYT ~ ST.THOMAS 12:55P1vi— ""E“"‘
Fara and Charges Detail: Total Fer 01 guast(n) Fare: 112,00
Passenger Facllity Charge; 7,00
Ai_.rport Development 'fag: 5,00
Allrport Ruthority Taxes: 8.35 ’
Airport Passenger Taxes: 30.00
Fuel & Insurance Surxcharge: 84,5¢
Totals $197.85
Payment (s) ¢ Master Caxd: 5197.85-
Balance Duej $0.00

NOTE -~ Terms & Conditions

107. In her interview with the OCE, Delegate Christensen stated
that she saw her airline ticket. Although she did not recall seeing
a hotel bill, she remembered checking into the hotel. She also stat-
ed that she probably received a bill when she checked out because
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she was responsible for any incidental expenses.103 Delegate
Christensen’s scheduler filled out the post-travel forms. Delegate
Christensen did not know where her scheduler got the information
that appeared on the form but assumed she knew how much the
hotel cost.104

V. CARIB NEWS FOUNDATION, AS A PRIVATE FOUNDATION, WAS
PROHIBITED FROM PAYING FOR DELEGATE CHRISTENSEN’S TRAVEL

108. The Carib News Foundation is identified as the “sponsor” of
this conference on at least three forms filed with the Committee on
Standards of Official Conduct: (1) the “Private Sponsor Travel Cer-
tification Form,”; (2) the “Privately Sponsored Travel: Travel
Form,” and; (3) the “Member/Officer Post-Travel Disclosure
Form.” 105

109. According to a query of the New York State’s Office of the
Secretary of State, Mr. Rodney appears to operate two organiza-
tions—the “Carib News, Inc” which operates a newspaper and the
“Carib News Charities, Inc” which also may operate under the
name “Carib News Foundation.” The OCE has not been able to
identify any additional activity, other than the annual Caribbean
Multi-National Business Conference, in which the latter organiza-
tion is involved. Furthermore, while “Carib News Charities, Inc”/
“Carib News Foundation” is listed with New York’s Office of the
Secretary of State as a domestic not-for-profit corporation, it is not
listed, as required by law, with the New York State Charities Bu-
reau. In addition, there is no evidence that the organization has
filed a tax return with the IRS, under either name, since 2005.106
According to Publication 78 of the IRS, a list of all charities claim-
ing 501(c) status, Carib Charities, Inc is a private foundation.107

110. Every organization that qualifies for tax exemption de-
scribed in section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code is defined
as a private foundation unless the organization falls into one of the
categories specifically excluded from the definition under section
509(a).108 In effect, the definition divides 501(c)(3) organizations
into two classes: private foundations and public charities. Private
foundations are generally funded through a single donor, family or
corporation and operate through investment income; whereas, pub-
lic charities are typically funded and operated through diversified
support from governmental sources and the general public.

111. There are several restrictions that are placed on private
foundations. At issue here is the restriction on “self-dealing” be-
tween a disqualified person (the definition of which includes Mem-
bers of Congress) and a private foundation.199 The Code defines the
act of “self-dealing” to include any direct or indirect agreement to
make any payment of money (including reimbursement of ex-

103 Memorandum of Interview of Delegate Donna Christensen (May 4, 2009) (Exhibit 2 at 09—
3698 0031).

104 Id. at 09-3698 0032

105 Member/Officer Post-Travel Disclosure Form signed by Delegate Donna M. Christensen
(Dec. 22, 2008) (Exhibit 1).

106 Letter from IRS to OCE (Apr. 17, 2009) (Exhibit 8).

107 QOnline Version of Publication 78 (Accessed online on June 5, 2009 at http:/www.irs.gov/
app/pub-78/) (Exhibit 8 at 09-3698 0119.1-0119.2).

108 26 U.S.C. §§ 501 and 509.

109 26 U.S.C. §§ 4941 and 4946.
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penses) or other property by a private foundation to a government
official.110 Although framed as a tax provision, the statute essen-
tially bars certain federal employees and federally elected officials
from receiving compensation, including reimbursements for inter-
national travel, from a private foundation.111

112. As such, it appears that the Carib News Foundation’s pay-
ment of travel expenses for Representative Kilpatrick and her ac-
ceptance of payment potentially violated the Internal Revenue
Code.

113. The Board infers from the fact that the Standards Com-
mittee approved the reimbursement that the Standards Committee
is unaware of this restriction. The Board notes, however, that its
own research revealed that numerous other ethics-related entities
in the federal government are aware of this restriction, and have
for some time been enforcing it.112

114. The Board notes that these facts show failures at multiple
points by multiple parties in complying with and enforcing the
travel rules. Inaccurate information was provided by the Carib
News Foundation to Members and the Standards Committee. Dele-
gate Christensen certified inaccurate information to the Standards
Committee and failed to disclose the number of family members ac-
companying her. The counsel to the former Chair of the Standards
Committee intervened in the review process in a way that both
frustrated the process in 2007 and set a pattern of obfuscation that
continued in 2008. Finally, the Standards Committee appears un-
aware of limitations on the ability of private foundations to pay for
overseas travel by Members.

115. For all these reasons, the Board concludes further review of
this matter by the Standards Committee is appropriate.

110 26 U.S.C. § 4941(d)(1)(F). The Code imposes a tax (currently 10 percent of the amount
involved) on the illegal payments, with later penalties (up to $20,000 per act of self-dealing) for
failure to pay back the foundation. The tax is imposed on the disqualified person, including a
government official if the official participates in the act of self-dealing knowingly.

111 The payment or reimbursement of travel expenses for travel solely from one point in the
United States to another point in the United States is excepted from the definition of self-deal-
ing provided that the payment or reimbursement does not exceed the actual cost of the transpor-
tation involved and provided the amount for all other traveling expenses does not exceed 125
percent of the maximum amount payable under section 5702 of title 5, United States Code, for
like travel by employees of the United States. 26 U.S.C. § 4941(d)(2)(G)(vii).

112 Memorandum from Ethics Counsel at the National Institutes of Health to Deputy Ethics
Counsels at NIH (Jun. 2, 2000) (Exhibit 25 at 09-3698 0291).
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EXHIBIT 1

09-3698 0001






I2-18-2008

!

This form is for disclosing the receipt of travel expenses from @ private sdures Tor me<tngs, speaking engagements,
fact-finding trips or sicuilar events In connection with official duties. You need not disclogs government-finded or
political travel on this form, or travel that is uarslated to official dulies. mmmmmmmm
mdlmwnmmﬂmm«mﬂmmrﬂmﬂ
with clausc § of Housa Rdo%eomhhhmmdﬁkﬂmdﬂhe%cﬂhﬂmﬁhpmﬁimﬁ-mﬁ
Cannoa House Offies Building, within 15 days after travel is completzd. The Cleck is to maks these forms available

o
L
Z

. & Date of Departure and Date of Retwrn: 1¥8 0 1178

. Spensor(s) (who paid for the mip): Carlb News Foundation

49

09:53 From=HOM DORMA M CHRISTIAN CHR|STENSEN 13407748033 T-187 P.002/003 F-818

maw _D,w

'U.S. House of Representatives
110" Congress

MEMBER / OFFICER
POST-TRAVEL DISCLOSURE FORM

the public a5 soou s pessible after they are recaived.
Neme of Traveler,  Donna M. Christensan

2. Name of Accompaaylag Family Member (if any): _None
b. Relationship to Member/Officer: [ Spouse [] Child [T] Other (specity):

b. Dates at personal expense (ifany): None
Itinrary (cities of dep jon — retumn); St Croix - St Masrten - St Thomes

Deseribe mestings and evenis attended (amach additional pages if necessary): Ses attached

. Atteched to this form are EACH of the following (signlfy thar each item is atiached by checking the

correspanding box): -
s [ the Privare Spoasor Travel Cerification Form comgpleted by trip sponsor, including all
attachments; = _=

the Travler Fornicampleted by the Merber or officer; and
¢ [ the Committes 0n Standacds’ letter ing iy

It

i on this trip.

o [ represent that | participated in each of the activities reflected in the spousor’s agenda. (Signify
that statement is true by checking box): [Z]

b. If not, sxplain:

QHZL-‘ZT PINSER

09-3698 0002
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I12=18-2008  09:53 From=HOH DONNA M CHRISTIAN CHRISTENSEN 13407748088 T=187  P.003/003 F-R18

9. TRIP EXPENSES: Ommm;smduﬂwmﬁumnhw if exaot dollar amounis are unavailabls by
e dine date, provide a good faith estimaie and file an amgnded form once fhe correc! amounts are recelved.

Total Transportation Totel Lodging Expenses | Total Meal Expenses
Phniatl I VS S emme |t
For ascompanying : :
| Bamnily memben; 3

Other Expeases Speaific Nature of Bxpenses

: | (dollaramount) | (e.g., taxi, parking, rog fiee, etc.)
E:'im B | Beeund rawpatalion & reglatreian faa
For aocompanying
farnily member:
lmfyﬂmﬂwu}brmﬁnmmmummﬁm“mmplm.ndmumwofmy
ch ined that all of the exp listed above were necessary and that the wavel was

lnuonnmdmmmszsﬂ:Mmbﬂum the LS. House of Representatives and would not

creals the sppesrance that | am using public office faf privats galn.
SIGNATURE OF MEMBER: o, (e

Persice date 2008 by Lotz on Samalareds of Qlficial Condbuct

P

09-3698 0003



51

H.S. Bouse of Repregentatives

COMMITTEE ON STANDARDS OF
OFFICIAL CONDUCT

@Haghington, BT 20515
Oclober 16, 2008

The Honorable Donna Christensen
U.8. House of Representatives
1510 Longworth House Office Building

‘Washington, DC 20515
Dear Colleague:
Pursuznt to House Rule 25, clause 5(d)(2), the Committee on Standards of Official Conduct

Wwwmmmﬂﬂphm@mwm&mNAwm

iovember 6 to 8, 2008 s 1 by the Carib News Poundation.

You must complete @ Member Travel Disclosurs Form and file it with the Clerk of the
House within 15 days after your retum from travel. Aspart of that filing, you are required to attach
amyofmlmmmmwm&ﬁﬁmﬁwmmm You
st also report all trayel expenses totaling more (han $335 from & single sotrce on Schedule VII of
your anmal Financial Disclosure Statement.

Emmhﬁpmyﬂolwmmmmmwmmmmmmw
that House Members may aceept, under the Foreign Gifts and Decorations Act, gifts “of minimal
vatue [ tly $335] tendered as a ir or mark of courtesy” by a foroign government.
mmﬁhwmmmwﬂzimwmwwwWMahﬂm
govemnment must, within 60 days of acoeptance, be disclosed on a Form for Disclosing Gifts
from Forcign Governments and either tumed over to the Clerk of the Houss, or, with the written
approval of the Committes, retained for official usc.

However, we would note that since this trip is scheduled to commence after this general
election on November # 2008 and because officially-connected travel must be related to official
duties, it may be questionzble whether a Momb who was not reelected in the general election
should to accept an inyitation for a trip that is fact-finding in nature. Arguably, as of that timo,
the official respo os-that may justify the acceptance of travel exp for such a purp
swill have come to an end. This consideration generally will not limit the Committee’s aulhority
to epprove travel of a departi ber to participate substantially in an officially-related event
(for example, to give a speech). Please keep this guidance in mind, as you may need fo
reevaluate your ability to participate in the trip following the election.

i !

09-3698 0004
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e VY

08/10/2008 04:18 FaX CARIE MNEYS

1.5. House of Representatives
Cnmhluuﬁundlr&nl'om:hlcomhd

PRIVATE SPONSOR TRAVEL CERTIFICATION FORM

whmumm:nmu)
mmmumnwmmummummmoh
Members, officess or wnder House Ruole XXV, clauss 5. A comploted copy of the form (and any

mjmumuﬂwwmmwwmvmhmnu
Commites. mwwmmmummuum

Private spansors are wrged io subsdt this 1o aach House invitee of lpast 30 days befors wravel (s schechled fo
s form and ettachments may result in
the imvitss not peroval for the trip. The subssission of &1 lere form will delsy the raview process.
ammﬁmmmmmmmmem'-mwgﬁmm
Mwﬂmh&dm&ﬁmwﬂ.-ﬂyhmuﬂ
this form. wmmuwmmmwhmnum Please type form.

L. Spoomai (s will by B 0 g CARIE NEWS FOUNDATION

z Iwuuﬁﬂmhm&%wthlWh&’iﬂul
rogistered forvign 1gent (signify “yes"' by checking box)i =

3, Irepresent that the trip & ) bs Dot arcepted from smy ofber source fimds curmaniced direetly or indirectly
o finance axy aspest of 4 tip (rignify "yes" by checking box):

4 nmuqmuunwmwunnmw Ef?u One

5 mmnmﬁmmmhdmmwdmhw
s fnvited (ocleds sddiiona] pages if 4, BASED ON COMMITTEE OR SUB-COMMITTEE
mmwmmmmmmm

8. Amched is a deiailed agends of the activities plsce during the cwvel {ie., m bourly description of
plamod actviie) (sfgfy “yén™ by chesking bos):

§. lrepresent tht (shack ons of the following):
2 The spossor of the ip is an institation of highes séucation within the meaning of section 101 of the Highes
Education Actof 1965: O gt
, The spemsor of the trip does not retain or employ o fedsmally registered lobbyist or registered foreign agent:

o
5 The trip is for stiendance 8t a one-day event and lobbyi I in planning, organiey ing. of
ing the trip wai dF under the s travel regulaciona. O

il
!

10. I tmavel is for pirsicipation in 8 ons-day evaat (Le, if you checked Crusstion §(c)), check ane of the following:
. Ome-ight's lodging and meals are being offered: O or
. Two-nights’ lodging =nd menls are being offered: O
1" is checked, explain why the second night is

09-3698 0005
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08/10/2008 04.18 FAR CARIE NEWS R vvEE Y

11, 1f the wip is not 5p 4 by = institution of kigher education, I reps thut a fedegally-registered lobbyist
ar forsign agent wmmmemdethW"”
chacking bout):

lzmmmm.mdmmnumd&qumm
yisited. Describe the ol of cach spogsor in. the trip:

CARIE NEWS FOUNDATION [* SEE ATTACHED)

13. Mﬂﬁwlwh—lmmﬁmd’hw
mmwmﬂmmmmm INFORM, TRADE AND

wmmnrmmmmmusmmm

the Fedenil Avistion Administration & ﬁ'wwiﬂﬁl.lﬂlﬂﬂm If first-class
mi;wﬂd.ufmduﬁw«mmmwnwm
why is

WWNRMMW

15. Iwﬁhmﬂﬂnmmmmhw-ﬂhw&ﬁnpﬂw
rocrcational sctivitics of the invitee(s). (signdy “yes” by checking baz):

16. [ repressnt that cither (check one of the following):
melmmunmhh lﬂwdaw withour regard to congressional participating nd that

meals P ‘ere gimilar to those provided to or purchased by other event
m‘ﬂ

n-n;q,m_mnnmwu ized specifically with regard % cong

15" is checked, detail the cost per day of meals (spproximate cost may bs provided):

1. Reason for sclocting the location of the eventor tip: _SEE ATTACHED

16. Hatme of hots! or other lodging facility: _ SONESTA MAHO BEAGH RESORT

15. Cost per miht of hotel o other lodging fucility (spproximate cost may be provided): $110.00

lll

20, Reasonls) for selesting hotel o ofber Iodging fucility: _HAS APPROPRIATE MEETING ROOMS

09-3698 0006
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vt

CARIE ME¥E

08/10/2008 04218 FAX

Foc each Member,
Offizer, or mployes

izat CARIB NEWS FOUNDTION
Address: 7 WEST 38th STREET, Bth FLOOR, NEW YORIC NY 10018
Telephoos mumber: 212 9
Fixgumber (217 0442088
Fonil Address; _ IEER@ATT NET
The Comities staff sy contact the sbove individual sbove if sdditional informath it )

If thers aee uny questions regerding this form please conmet the Commities st the following address:

Committes on Standards of Official Conduet
U.S. House of Representatives
HT-2, The Capital

‘Washington, DC 20515

(202) 225-7103 (phone)

(202) 225-7392 (general fax)

(202) 226-7172 (fice fiow trevel approvals)

Varvion date 42007 by Commifirs wn Stmadorel of Officit] Conduct

09-3698 0007
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. U.S. House of Representatives
Committee on Standardsof Official Conduct

PRIVATELY SPONSORED TRAVEL: TRAVELER FORM
For Members, Officers and Employees
(submit directly to the Committee)

ﬂﬂsmmshml&hewmpludbyﬂommmu&cﬁbmaauplwuddusCOMMW
ofpﬁmdymnwmduswlmrﬁmhummifmmvdunduﬂmmm.chmi The
mmmmuuammmmmmbymhmﬁmmmm,mm
mmmwwimmmmwﬁmmmwmwﬁﬁmym

Members, @MWWW@Mﬁermwmrﬂfmw&e
Comﬁueeufemiﬂdmbdﬁmwwlhsdwwdmm The failure to provide the Committee
wimadnqnmeﬁmewmﬂewﬂnfmnmdmehmnmaquhhmeipmmm

for the trip. A copy of this form will be made availabl for public insp
(mmmnwuwmmmuau)nﬂsm

1.

2.

approval
Please type form. Form

Name of Member, officer or employee (traveler): Doa M. ¢C HR  STEVSEL
Sponsor(s) (who will be paying for the trip): Cagr/6  News  Foupdgzor)

Travel destination(s): _ A/ M) 7_ DapRTEY | AETHER Lowth A7 lles

. a Datesofuave: __ A0V é 2008 A %ngzdg £ Qo0&

b. Will you be extending the trip at your personal expenso? Olves [@No
If yes, dates at p l cxp

a. Name of accompanying family ber (if any):
b. Relationship to Member/Officer: Spouse [ _Child [ Other (specify):

—
. a Did the trip sponscr answer “yes” to Question 9(c) on the Trip form (i.e., the travel is =

being sponsored by an entity that employs a lobbyist)? [1Yes
b. If yes, check one of the following: =
(1) Approval for one-fiight's lodging mmmmm&ng
@) prmm]fnrwodahts‘hdgingandnnlsisbdngmnmd:
If *(2)" is checked, explain why the second night is warranted:

3 Pﬁvmswanmvelcsﬁﬁuﬁmmisamhd.inh&mmmeUmMmym
box):

attact ts (indicate that form is hed by checki

09-3698 0008
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8. Bxplain why partiipation in thetip is connected to your official or reprosentational dutie: The MEmBER S
AONSTiTe ey Cold S/ . CeR 3o0.5 IR o REA re Ty o Alor)
RE.‘S;DE 5 fl A 7
ConETED ThRoush Budmess T EDupTiondl OFfBR Tam 7.5
9. Iouﬁfythnltminfonmﬁmmmhwdinﬂ\isﬁ:miammplete,andmedmlhebmiofmy
knowledge.

Signature: Z/’—_l-——-

Name of Si & s ooy She <y 7. TRomAs

For staff, name of employing Member/Committee:
Offcostiss. __ 570 AH0E
Phone number: _ 820 & - 5=
Enmail address: _ She /€Y. Aomas ‘@Qmpid ég_q{f,jei/

NOTE: Yummﬂmmmummnm-mummmmﬂmym
contact you if additional information is required.

FOR STAFF:
T0 BE COMPLETED BY YOUR EMPLOYING MEMBER:

IWM&MWMuWM&:US,WdMWWM
wwhmﬂumy&msupﬁﬁﬁmmmwﬁxhﬁpdmibdmmBmm 1 have
mmmmmmmwmummmmmmhm'smmmmm
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Government of Sint Maarten
Sarah Wescot-Williams, M.Sc.

Telephone:
59956 1l

Fax:

(599) 542-4292

E-mail:

it et

St. Maarten, August 28, 2008

Congresswoman Donna M. Christensen
U.S House of Representatives

1510 Longworth HOB

Washington, DC 20515

Phone: 202-22.

Fax: 202-225-5517

Honorable Congresswoman Christensen,

The well-known Cmb News Foundation has once more chosen our island.. St
Maarten, as venue for its 13 Annual Caribbean Multi-National Busi
scheduled to be held from November 6 - 9, 2008 at the Sonesta Maho Beach Resort &
Casino. The conference is being held under the theme: “A Region in Transition —
Strategy for Change, Alliance for Progress”.

We are thrilled to host this very imp and prestigi fi and it is
my distinet pleasure, on behalf of the government and peopie of St. Maarten, to invite
you personally to be part of this gathering which we hope would, as jts theme suggests,
map out & strategy for change and a reinvigorated alliance for progress during this
period of obvious transition in U,S~Caribbean relations.

St. Maarten, widely known as The Friendly Island, is not a typical sun-sea-and-
sand destination in the Caribbean, but perhaps the most unique and cosmopolitan island
in the region, given its size and its rich cultural diversity.

Considered the “culinary capital of the Caribbean,” St. Maarten was ranked
third in the world and first in the Caribbean in this year’s inaugural TripAdvisor
Travelers' Choice Destinations Awards. It is an honor that we cherish very much since
the choice was made among millions of “real travelers” who know the vacation
destinations the best.

T'he Canbbem Mulu—NmonaJ Business Conference offers you a fine

pp o with p on our |sland with a wide variety of
activities, a pulsating nightlife, absol Iy duty-free shopping, and 37 beautiful beaches
to choose from.

Similarly, our vibrant investment climate offers numerous opportunities for
investors in agmmosphere of peace and stability.

1'am personally looking forward to welcoming you to our island. and assure
you that we will do everything within our power to make your stay a very memorable
and pleasant expericnce.

May 1 avail myself of this opportunity to renew to you the assurances of my
highest consideration and esteem.

Commissighcy escott-Williams,

nlli. I

Mailing Address: Government Administration Building = Clem La Bega Square ¢ Philipsburg * St Maarten * Netherlands Antilles

09-3698 0010
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CARIB NEWS FOUNDATION

7 WEST 36TH STREET, 8TH FLOOR, NEW YORK, NY 10018
At ] TEL: (212) 944 FAX: (212) 944-2089
TOGETHER E-MAIL: CA] W ENCE.COM

June 25, 2008

Congresswoman Donna M. Christensen
1.5 House of Representatives

1510 Longworth HOB

Washington, DC 20515

Dear Congresswoman Christensen:
Thanks so much for your leadership and support for the Annual Caribbean Multi-National

Business Conference. Onee again, we weleome your role in iging your colleagues to attend
and to assist in framing the conference Theme and Focus.

As you know, the Conference was created to provide a forum for businesses, organizations and
individuals from the United States to dialogue and learn more of the unique relationship and
regional issues of common interest with the Caribbean Region.

This year the Conference will be held in St. Maarten, N.A. from November 6 - g, 2008 In
cooperation with the Government of §t. Maarten, our goal is to have all interested parties joining
forces to foster an atmosphere of democraey, stability and opportunity for our fellow citizens of
the world. It will also allow businesses in the United States to introduce their products to a new
market, thus adding to the economy of both countries.

We respectfully request your presence, your participation and continued leadership. We will work
with your staff to work out the details and as usual, we will ask your staff to eo-ordinate with your
Colleagues.

Thanks so much for all you do in support of the region and the conference.

Thanks for your kind consideration.

Very. Truly Yours
b c:-,{ﬂ,a7

Faye A. Rodney

President =

Karl B. Rodney
Publisher/CEO

. "‘h y

ce. Commissioner Sarah Wescot-Williams

Organized by Carib News Foundation. A non-profit praject 501-C3 corporation

09-3698 0011
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CARIB NEWS FOUNDATION
7 WEST 36TH STREET, 8TH FLOOR, NEW YORK, N¥ 10018
| TEL: (212) 944 FAX: (212) 944-2089

DOING E-MAIL: CARBNEWSCONFERENCE.COM
BUSINESS L
TOGETHER

TO t Congresswoman Donna Christensen

FROM : Karl B. Rodney

DATE : November 18, 2008

SUBJECT :  Business Conference Travel Information

The following is the bréakdown of the value for the 13th Annual Caribbean Multi-
Na&-lnml Business Conference held in St. Maarten, N.A. from November 6 - 9, 2008.

Airfare - $410.00
Hotel - $270.00 (Nov.6&7)
Registration/ - $175.00

* Transportation

Total amount of package = §$855.00

L

Organized by Carib News Foundation. A non-profit praject 301-C-3 corporation

09-3698 0012



60

VA
08/10/2008 04218 FAX CARIE HERS

Cazh News Fossdaiion

BUNESS 7 West 3688 Stnast, Bl ffoors” Nesw Vork, N 00T)
CARBNEWS T (292) S0 Fan: (212) 942084
LARIBNEWNS | c _!! E ol

Item #12

CARIB NEWS FOUNDATION is organized to provide education and
informstion about the Caribbean in the area of Business, Education,
Health and Culture, Promote Good neighborly within the United States
and the hemisphere.

The participants are selected to participate in the various workshaops
during the Conference based on their demonstrated interest, expertise
and assignment in the United States Congress.

Items#1z
A Caribbean country whose proximity to other Caribbean Countries

makes it conveniently located for delegates from the other Caribbean
countries to attend.

I
lr‘l! y

Organized by Carib News Foundation. A non-profit project $01-C3 corporation

09-3698 0013
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Carib News Conference 2008 Page 1 of 1

Thireenth Annual Carlbbean Multi-National
Conf F Form - Please Read Carefully
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Congresswoman Nydia Velazquez
Congressman Charles Rangel
Congressman Donald Payne
Congresswoman Donna M. Christensen
Congressman Edolphus Towns
Congressman G. K Butterfield
Congressman Gregory Meeks
Congressman Jesse Jackson Jr.
Congressman Keith Ellison
Congressman Kendrick Meek
Congresswoman Maxine Waters
Congressman Melvin Watt
Congressman Robert Scott
Congressman William Lacy Clay
Congresswoman Barbara Lee

5
.5
|

July 2008
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Warking Copy
13* Annual Caribbean Multi-National
Business Conference Program
St.Maarten, N.A.
12:00noon- 6:00pm CONFERENCE REGISTRATION -
5100 -6:30 - TOWN HALL FORUM - HEALTH
Innovative Solutions for Life styles
Diseases- a Collaborative Approach — Diabetes,
Hypertension, Obesity, Oral Health
Speakers - Dr. Denzil Douglas - Prime Minister, St. Kitts and Nevis
Mrs. Karen Boykin-Towns
Sir George Alleyne, Chancellor UWI

Hon Diane Watson, Member of US Congress
Health Commissioner, 8t, Maarten
Hon. Jesse Jackson Jr., Member of US Congress

r il

6:30-7:30pm - _OPENING RECEPTION

Venue: : POOLSIDE
Theme: - A REGION IN TRANSITION -
Speakers: - Faye A. Rodney

Hon. Roy Marlin — Commissioner for Tourism — St. Maarten
Hon. Yvette Clarke, Member of Congress

sLo/ro0 SA3IN BINYD A¥4 00120 800Z/82/80

09-3698 0016
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MC: - Sabrina Hosang - Royal Caribbean Bakery
7:30-0:30 pm - OPENING DINNER

Venue; - Main Ballroom

Theme: - STRATEGY FOR CHANGE
Greetings:

Speakers : - Dame Billie Miller

Hon. Donald Payne, Member US Congress
Hon. Nick Perry, New York State Assembly
Hon. G.K.Butterfield, Member of Congress

10:00pm - 1:00am: - HOSPITALITY AREA

Friday, November 7, 2008

8:00am - 8:45am - (BREAKFAST)

1 9:00am - 6:00pm  CONFERENCE REGISTRATION

| i)

9:00am~10:15am -  OPENING CEREMONIES
Venue = Main Ballroom
Theme: - BUILDING ALLIANCES FOR PROGRESS

ilo/voo B SA3IN BIEVD A¥d 00120 B0O0Z/BZ/BO

09-3698 0017
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Invocation: - Rev. Susan Johnson=Cook

Lift Every Voice

Karen Boykin-Towns

Spesakers: - Hon. Carolyn Cheeks Kilpatrick - Member
US Congress
Hon, Melvin Watt, Member of US Congress
Commissioner Sarah Wescot-Williams, Leader
of Government, St.Maarten

Keynote Speaker -  Hon. Charles Rangel —-Member US Congress

-RIBBON CUTTING CEREMONIES

[li

10:15am - 10:30am - COFFEE BREAK - Golden Krust

10:30am-11:45am -  PRESENTATION

Lo/z000 SB3N BIHYD X¥d L0:20 8002/BZ/BO

09-3698 0018
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i2:00no0n — 1;15pm - -

Theme: -

66

“ Health — an Economic development Strategy
For the Region™

Hon, D Christ Member US Congress
Hon, Barbara Lee, Member US Congress

Dr. Carl Kenel-Pierre, Preferred Health Partners
Dr, Denzil Douglas, Prime Minister St.Kitts/Nevis
Hon. Yvonne Graham

PRESENTATION
“Access to Capital — Creative and unique
Financial packages

Michele Chow Tai, HSBC Bank

Hon. AdoHfo Carrion, Bronx Borough President
William Lacy Clay, Member of US Congress
Hon. Compton Bourne, President, CDB
Commissioner of Finance, St. Maarten

Hon. Keith Ellison, Member US Congress

PRESENTATION
TRAVEL & TOURISM — 3 .
Need for a Competitive Transportation Network
Emerging Tourism Market
Health Tourism

SE3IN BIHYD Xyd LOZZ0 BOOZ/BE/BO
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12:00n00M -1:15pm

1:30pm - 2:30pm
Venue:

Theme:

Speakers:

Lasron B

67

Dale Morris
Hon. Gregory Mecks, Member of US Congress
Hon. Allan Chastanet, Minister of Tourism, St. Lucia

Hon. Roy Marlin, Commissioner of Tourism,
St. Maarten

PRESENTATION

Technological Innovation — A Path to Economic
Development

Marilyn Johnson

Hon. Edolphus Towns, Member of US Congress
Hon. Eddie Bernice Johnson, Member US Congress
Colin Ward

Hon. Edolphus Towns, Member US Congress
Commissioner of Technology, St. Maarten

LUNCHEON

Main Ballroom -
BUILDING A WINNING STRATEGY - PARTNERSHIPS,
THAT WORK =
Hon. Nick Perry, NYS Assembly
Erie Eve

Hon, Jesse Jackson, Member US Congress

SA3IN 8INYD ¥¥4 L0 20 8002/82/BO
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Keynote Speaker - Hon. David Paterson, Governor New York State

3:00pm — 4:00pm

Round Table #1 - NEXT GENERATION ~
Business Retention and Expansion
Speakers - Sabrina HoSang
Lita Balram
Karlisa Rodney

Hon. Yvette Clarke, Member of US Congress
Hon. Kendrick Meek, Member of US Congress

Round Table #2 — - LOCAL BUSINESS INITIATIVES —
Opportunities with US Companies

Speakers : - Ed Goldberg
Eric Eve
Cheryl Monroe
Albert Brown
= Hon. Nydia Velazquez, Member US Congress
- Member of Congress

' I

ca/aon B SA3N BINVD X¥4 L0-20 8002/BZ/BO
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4:30pm ~ 6:00pm - TOWN HALL FORUM - EDUCATION
Speakers: = Dr. Edison 0, Jackson
Patrick Gaston
Hon. Sarah Wescot-Williams, Commissioner of
Education, St. Maarten

Hon. Danny Davis, Member of US Congress
Hon. Barbara Lee, Member of US Congress

Professor Rex Nettleford, UWI
Venue:
6.30:00pm - 7:30pm - HOST COUNTRY EVENING
Venue: - TBD by St. Maarten
Theme - TBD by St. Maarten
MC:
Speakers: ST. MAARTEN PROGRAM
7:30 — 8:00 pm:

8:00pm - 10:30.pm.

Venue :
Theme ST. MAARTEN PROGRAM
Speakers: Hon. David Scott, Member of US Congress

Hon. Stephanie Tubbs-Jones, Member of Congress

Lnsean B SA3N 8THYD X¥4 L0120 BOOZ/BZ/80
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10:00pm — 1:00am - HOSPITALITY AREA
Venue:

Saturday. November 8. 2008

8:00am - 10:00am - WOMENS BREAKFAST

WOMEN OF INFLUENCE AND POWER
Venue: - Main Ballroom

Speakers: ’ Hon. Stephanie Tubbs-Jones, Member US. Congress
Hon. Maxine Waters, Member US Congress
Hon. Sheila Jackson-Lee, Member US Congress
Hon. Barbara Lee, Member US Congress
Brenda Scott
Marilyn Johnson
Hon, Sarah Wescot-Williams
Rev. Dr, Susan Johnson-Cook

- (List in development) -

10.15am - 11:45am -  PRESENTATION — EDUCATION
A Collaboration with US Institution Thinkfinity
UWI/Medgar Evers College Initiatives

siasntaf@ [AIN ATHYD Avd L0120 BOOZ/BZ/B0
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Speakers: Dr. Edison Jackson
Patrick Gaston
Hon. Yvette Clarke, Member US Congress
Hon. Danny Davis, Member of Congress

10:15am - 11:45am - PRESENTATION — AGRICULTURE
A New Emphasis in the Region — Can it Survive
Globalization.

Chair & Greetings:

Speakers: Hon. David Scott, Member US Congress

Hon. Gregory Meeks, Member US Congress

11:00am — 1:00pm

Closed Door Mesting with Prime Ministers,
Ministers of Government of the Caribbean,
Commissioners, to review US/Caribbean Relations

12:00n00n —1:15pm_ - PRESENTATION -TRADE & INVESTMENT

ey - Hon. Maxine Waters, Member US Congress
Hon. Nydia Velazquez, Member US Congress

/Lol SA3N BI¥YD A4 20:20 800Z/82/80
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Panelists:
12:00 noon — 1:15pm
Theme

1:30pm — 2:30 pm

72

PRESENTATION
Hemispheric Security — Ports/Airports ~
Crime ~ Drugs — Disaster

Hon., Bennie Thompson, Member of US Congress
Theo Heylerger — Commissioner of Ports, St. Maarten
Hon. Yvette Clarke — Member US Congress

Hon. Lance Ogiste, Brooldyn District Attorney

Dr. Bagil Wilson

Hon. Keith Ellison, Member of US Congress

LUNCHEON

CARIBBEAN - A SOLID INVESTMENT

Hon. Charles Ranel, Member of US Congress

l“

SAIN ATHYN X¥d 20:20 BOOZ/BZ/BO
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Round Table #1 - EDUCATION
Speakers - Hon. Danny Davis, Member of US Congress
Hon. Eddie Bernice Johnson, Member US Congress

Round Table#z2: - IMMIGRATION
Hon. Maxine Waters, Member US Congress

Hon. Sheila Jackson-Lee, Member of US Congress
Dr. Marco Mason

Round Table#3: - HAITI — HOPE I - Diaspora Initiatives
Hon, Charles Rangel, Member of US Congress
Hon. Kendrick Meek, Member of US Congress

Round Table# 4 - MICRO FINANCING — CONFERENCE GENERATED

Jil 1

4:30pm - 6:00pm - TOWN HALL FORUM - TECENOLOGY

Venue:

2RIN ATHYA A¥d Z0IZ0 B00Z/B2/80
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Speakers - Marie Long
Marilyn Johnson
Colin Ward
Al Brown
Hon, Corrine Brown, Member of Congress
Hon. James Clyburn, Member of Congress

Comumissioner on Technology
6:30 - 7.30pm - GALA RECEPTION
Speakers B Hon. James Clyburn, Member of US. Congress

7.30pm - 10:00pm - GALA DINNER & AWARDS PRESENTATION
Speaker - Hon. Charles Rangel, Member of US Congress

Hon. Sarah Wescot-Williams, Leader of Government
Business

AWARDS PRESENTATION
ENTERTAINMENT

I“

10:30pm ~ 1:00am = - HOSPITALITY AREA

Venue:

12

iLo/eio@ SA3IN 9I¥YD X¥4 Z0O1Z0 BOOZ/BE/B0
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Sundsy, November 9, 2008

8:30am—10:00am - POWER BREAKFAST

Theme: - SPIRITUALITY - THE BASICS IN BUSINESS
Speakers - Rev. Susan Johnson Cook
Ed Goldberg
Lowell Hawthorne
Selection - Local Choir
August 14, 2008
13
_‘_,:,_c,:m__-—'_ SAIN BIHYD X¥4 20:20 8002/82/80
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CONFIDENTIAL

Subject to the Nondisclosure Provisions of H. Res. 895 of the 110th Congress as Amended

OFFICE OF CONGRESSIONAL ETHICS
UNITED STATES HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Memorandum of Interview

InRe: Delegate Donna Christensen
Review #: 09-3698; 09-2222; 09-2567; 09-4403; 09-6333
Date: May 4, 2009

Location: 1510 Longworth HOB, Washington, DC
Participants: Leo Wise
Beth Horton

Summary: Delegate Christensen attended the 13" Annual Caribbean Multinational Business
Conference. We requested an interview with Ms. Christensen and she consented. Delegate
Christensen was given an 18 U.S.C. § 1001 warning and she signed a written acknowledgement

of the warning. Ms. Christensen made the following statements in response to our questioning:

1. She attended the 13" Annual Caribbean Multinational Business Conference in 2008.
2. The conference was held in St. Maarten.

3. She arrived in St. Maarten on the Thursday after the election and remained in St. Maarten
through the following Saturday.

4. She has had a long relationship with the Carib News Foundation and she introduced the
topic of healthcare at the 2008 conference. She is always invited to participate at the
conference.

5. Carib News sponsored the conference.

6. She attended a town meeting when she arrived at the conference.

CHRISTENSEN MOI - Page 1 of 6 Office of Congressional Ethics

09-3698 0030
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CONFIDENTIAL

Subject to the Nondisclosure Provisions of H. Res. 895 of the 110th Congress as Amended
7. The Rodneys owned the Carib News paper.
8. She assumed the Foundation arm is not unlike other companies not-for-profit arms.

9. She was invited to the conference via letter, but is not aware who signed the letter. Carl
and Faye Rodney would have been responsible for inviting her.

1

f=3

. The government of St. Maarten participates with the Foundation in holding the
conference and the government hosts a reception and welcomes participants at the
opening. The head of the government speaks at discussions with other heads of
government and arranges some type of cultural performance, such as a children’s choir.

11. As far as she knew, Carib News sponsored the conference.

12. She understood that the sponsor would be responsible for setting up the hotel, organizing
the agenda for the conference, and inviting individuals to participate.

13. The Foundation paid the expenses for the conference.

14. When asked if the Foundation paid all of the expenses, Ms. Christensen asked if the
answer was in the record; she was told by Mr. Wise that the board has the post disclosure
report. She stated that the Foundation paid for travel and hotel expenses and general
activities at the conference that conference participants attended.

15. She saw her airline ticket.

16. She did not recall seeing a hotel bill but she remembered checking into the hotel and
stated that she probably received a bill when she checked out because she was
responsible for any incidental expenses.

17. She did not know if the government of St. Maarten paid for her hotel room.

18. She paid for one breakfast herself and recalled that the hotel was an all-inclusive hotel
and that all other meals were part of the conference. She further stated that the
government of St. Maarten paid for a reception, which included food, and that she
attended the reception.

19. She attended a dinner on Thursday night which she assumed the cost of was paid by the
Foundation.

20. Shelly Thomas handled all of her travel arrangements.

CHRISTENSEN MOI - Page 2 of 6 Office of Congressional Ethics
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CONFIDENTIAL

Subject to the Nondisclosure Provisions of H. Res. 895 of the 110th Congress as Amended

21. The Foundation booked her travel with Shelly’s help. The Foundation would have
arranged the airline ticket because the organization had its own travel agent.

2

[

. She stayed at the hotel Thursday and Friday night and that she stayed in a standard room.
She recalls that there was a desk in the room and a balcony but she doesn’t recall there
being more than one room.

2

w

. Her husband did not attend the conference.

2

N

. All travel is arranged with Shelly Thomas. She tells Shelly when she can travel.

25. The Foundation handled travel approval directly through the ethics committee and she
and Shelly handled post travel reports.

2

o

Shelly filled out the post-travel form and that she signed the form. It is her signature on
the form.

27. She guessed that Shelly knew the hotel cost but that she did not know where the
information for the reported dollar amounts came from. She stated that when she
registers at conferences, most places provide the cost of the room.

2

o0

. She stated that the office attended the CBC training.

2

=]

. The handwriting on the post-travel report looked like her handwriting but she was not
sure, she believed that Shelly filled out the form.

3

[=3

. She believed that she received a letter that included the post-travel information, including
the dates of travel. She believed that the Standards Committee would have approved the
trip prior to her receiving the invitation.

3

—_

. She may have seen the private sponsor certification form, she believed that she would
have seen it because she could not have attended without clearance from the Standards
Comimittee.

32. She did not believe that she had any direct contact with the Standards Committee as
Shelly was the only person who dealt with the conference.

3

w

. When asked if there were any issues with the 2007 conference in Antigua, Ms.
Christensen didn’t believe there had been but she was not certain.

3

5

. She stated that she asked other Members if they would be attending the conference.

CHRISTENSEN MOI — Page 3 of 6 Office of Congressional Ethics
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CONFIDENTIAL

Subject to the Nondisclosure Provisions of H. Res. 895 of the 110th Congress as Amended

35. She does not recall receiving approval from the Standards Committee for the 2007
conference.

3

=N

. She has not met with Standards regarding any travel matter.

37. She had asked other Members at a CBC meeting if they would be attending the
conference and she reminded those that would be attending to get their paperwork to the
Standards Committee on time for trip approval.

38. She did not speak with any Members of the Standards Committee regarding the
conference except for Representative Stephanie Tubbs Jones. She only spoke with
Representative Tubbs Jones because she herself was attending the conference.

3

o

. She stated that Representative Tubbs Jones counsel, Dawn Kelly Mobley, may have
attended a meeting where she was present and that she may have brought information to
explain what the Members could and couldn’t do under the new rules.

40. She did not recall any one-on-one conversations about the 08 or 07 conference.

4

=

. She arrived at the conference on Thursday and recalls seeing the banner that listed the
conference sponsors. It appeared in all rooms.

42. When asked what the role of the corporate sponsors was at the conference, Ms.
Christensen stated that they contributed to the Foundation.

43. She stated that she did not know what made the Foundation the sponsor, she was not
aware of that type of detail. Most of the companies have some type of sponsorship at the
conference. She did not know if they gave directly to the Foundation or to the
Conference. The sponsors generally greet participants and participate in the introduction
and at the reception.

44. The definition of sponsor had been explained to her, not in reference to the *08
conference but in general it was explained to her. She recalled discussing what she
generally could and couldn’t attend.

4

[

- She attended the dinner on Thursday but does not recall if Representative Payne thanked
the sponsors.

4

=

- Representative Payne generally talks about issues that he is involved in when speaking at
the conference.

CHRISTENSEN MOI - Page 4 of 6 Office of Congressional Ethics
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CONFIDENTIAL

Subject to the Nondisclosure Provisions of H. Res. 895 of the 110th Congress as Amended

47. She spoke at the conference and at the Town Hall meeting. She also participated in
another panel but the Town Hall was her main involvement. And she attended the
opening session.

4

3

. She recalled Representative Kilpatrick speaking at the conference but she did not recall
any specific remarks.

49. She was aware that the Foundation was the sponsor of the conference. It did not occur to
her that the information on the pre-travel certification was incomplete.

50. She was not aware of how the expenses for the trip were paid, once the Standards
Committee approved the trip then she knew she could go and didn’t think any more of the
trip sponsor.

5

. She did not attend the closed door meeting.

52. She generally spoke about deportation and how it affects countries. Trade is also a large
issue, and Haiti.

5

¥)

. She did not receive any repotts on any sessions at the conference, not in any formal way.
She may have received something in *07 but she could not recall for sure.

54. She participated at the ribbon cutting at the *08 conference. Heads of government and the
Rodneys also attended.

5

[

. She recognized the photo that was taken at the ribbon cutting, she recognized her skirt in
the picture. She knew the Macy’s representative and Representative Kilpatrick, who
were also in the photo, and thinks one of the individuals may have been the AT&T
representative.

56. She did not meet with any of the co-sponsors, there was no specific meeting. The
conference meetings have never been about company specific issues.

57. She attended other sessions at the conference, Representative Kilpatrick also attended one
of the sessions that she attended.

58. She attended the opening ceremony, the health and economic sessions, the reception, the
ribbon cutting, and the women’s breakfast meeting. She can’t recall if she attended the
education session and she did not go to the hospitality area.

59. The Rodneys attended a luncheon/dinner on the Hill after the conference.

CHRISTENSEN MOI — Page 5 of 6 Office of Congressional Ethics
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CONFIDENTIAL

Subject to the Nondisclosure Provisions of H. Res. 895 of the 110th Congress as Amended

60. She did not talk about the conference itself with the Rodneys, other than that she knew of
the investigation.

61. At a Caribbean Caucus meeting she spoke with Representative Payne and Kilpatrick
about the fact that they were all going through the investigation.

6

5

. She talked with Representative Payne briefly, just in passing, noting that they did not like
the new ethics rules.

6

o8]

- Representative Kilpatrick shared a letter with her that she had been sent since they were
both being investigated.

64. She did not have any in-depth conversations with any Members, the Members merely
spoke about the fact that they were not happy about the investigation.

65. There were no discussions at any CBC meetings because they felt that they were not
supposed to talk about the investigation.

6

=N

- She does not attend any events without receiving approval from the Standards
Committee. After receiving approval, she does not ask any questions about who is
paying the expenses. She assumes all questions have been asked and answered by the
Standards Committee. So, nothing she saw at the conference would have raised any
flags.

6

=~

She believed that the Foundation is involved in various activities in N'Y but does not
know of any specific activities.

Beth Horton
Investigative Counsel
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TRANSCRIPT OF AUDIO FILE:

11-7 AM SESSION - FIRST 30 MIN

Thank you for working with Accentance for your transcription needs. The'text below represents a
pr ional transcriptionist's unde ding of the words spoken. No guarantee of complete accuracy is
expressed or implied, particularly regarding spellings of names and other unfamiliar or hard-to-hear
words and plrases. “(ph)” or “(sp?)" indicate phonetics or best guesses. To verify important quoles, we
rec d listening 1o the corresponding audio. Ti 1ps throughout the iranscript facilitate locating

the desired quote, using software such as Windows Media or QuickTime players.

BEGIN TRANSCRIPT:

KARL RODNEY: ...Mike Flanigan how through the year his division has been supportive of the
Mission and the Conference. And sv we want 10 say thanks to Citi. You’ll be hearing from Mike
later but it’s a great team 10 have working and great partners. We have Pfizer and a big supporter
of (inaudible) aspect. Karen Boykin-Towns is not here, she has been able to in the past eight
years and there’s a death in her family and so she’s not here to begin. Through the years work
had done in the Caribbean circle in the United States and then a special touch to our work that
can be done not only on the delivery of health care but overall awareness. [0:01:00.4]

And over from Macy's and its very fine team has been innovative in outreach to various
locations we’ve gone to, finding new vendors, developing new contacts and really helping to
make the conference a success by engagement of our local participants. So Ed and Brenda are
tremendous supporters and we’re so delighted that they’re here with us.

IBM and Marilyn Johnson, Marilyn is Vice-President of Market Development, responsible for
strategic marketing for Black, Asian and Hispanic, Native American and Women. Marilyn’s a
dynamic partner and you’ll be hearing from Marilyn also. You should be alerted that between
Brenda and Marilyn tomorrow is Women’s sessions is going to be something to talk about.
[0:02:09.5]

Marie Long is here from ATT but ATT has supported the Conference all 13 vears, We started
with them. They made sure that the Vision, the Mission of the Conference is supported through
the many years.

We have with us Mr. Pat Gaston. Mr. Gaston is the President of Verizon Foundation. one of the
largest private foundations in the United States. And Mr. Gaston has made his mark in moving
that foundation to be a force in education in the United States. We are delighted he is here to be
with us and o introduce a wonderful program that has been very effective in the United States
(inaudible) to see if there is potential here in the Caribbean. So, Patrick, we are delighted you are
here and we look forward to your presentation. [0:03:14.9]
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Preferred Health and a wonderful group of doctors, Dr. Valdez, Dr. Carl Kenel-Pierre, Dr.
Kernisant, a group of doctors who have a network of centers through the United States but they
also see and want to have that expanded to the Caribbean and also to bring a new kind of
emphasis with respect to health tourism to the Caribbean and so they’re here today also.

Dale Morris from American. American has been a partner with us for several years. Dale is
expected to come in later on today but we want to acknowledge American and want to say
“thanks”.

Lloyd Williams from the Harlem Chamber of Commerce enough of his members are around and
Lloyd has been supportive of this Conference from its inception and the Chamber has always
been here with us and so we want to say “thanks” to Lloyd. [0:04:20.9]

Medgar Evers College under the dynamic leadership of President Edison O. Jackson has not only
brought to the Caribbean a new vision of education, a new initiative with respect to men and
empowerment but also the team that you see moving around they’re from Medgar through the
instrumentality of President Jackson working with us to document the Conference. It will be
available too for a widespread distribution afterwards. So Medgar has been a true partner in
making this Conference and this Mission work. [0:05:07.0]

Turner Construction. we have had a working relationship with Rev. Hilton Smith, he has
attended several conferences and now he’s with his colleague John Pierce to be a partner in the
Mission of the Conference.

And, of course, the government of St. Maarten’s under the dynamic leadership of leader Sarah
Westcott-Williams and her dynamic team. We have always been working with - we always work
with the leader and her dynamic group and we are just delighted at her own creative vision, her
own determination and dynamic way of dealing with the Mission and dealing with the situation
at hand. And we met with Commissioner Westcott-Williams and her team and she had a vision
to suggest the theme of the Conference, time of transition, stretching for change and building the
land session. So it was with that kind of background that we're here and 1o St. Maarten’s we say,
“Thank you very, very much.” [0:06:31.4]

We have so many great partners that we shall hear from throughout the morning. We have
through the Conventional Black Caucus and their members a set of agendas that have been
accomplished, policies that have been achieved and programs that have been enhanced. And
through the years they have been very effective when they have attended the Conferences our
own (inaudible).

It was here at St. Maarten’s six years ago that a group of hoteliers and vendors approached the
members of our caucus to suggest that the Caribbean had been treated unfairly with respect to the
duty-free allowance going into the United States. And it was within six months that it was
changed through the effort of the members of the Black Caucus and so the Caribbean is better.
And the Caribbean has benefited through millions of dollars of duty-free items that you know
come through to the Caribbean.
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It was also here in St. Maarten’s that the issue of tax exemption for conferences held in the
Caribbean was again brought 1o the attention of the members of the Congressional Black Caucus
and again that was achieved within a year. [0:08:08.2]

And so we’ve seen that kind of work constantly throw it’s really the conference. So we can ry to
serve real achievement in fact in this room there is a couple that came from Denver to Barbados
for their first Conference and they have built a region wide distribution for ice cream and fast
food. And this has grown considerably.

1t was also through the Conference that a small technology company with the value of $2 million
came, got a contract and that company in two years became a $12 million company. And we’ve
seen that kind of connection throughout the Conference, We could point to Barbados where
technology was enhanced with respect to ATT work with the local Barbadian telecommunication
company. St. Croix the fiber optics center, Grenada an oil refinery, all coming up with the
expertise of the Conference 1o the (inaudible). [0:09:30.7)

And so the Mission is there to continue, the Mission is there 1o enhance, the Mission is there for
us to make it work particularly now when we see the change has come and we can now come
together to pad the agenda and to look forward to this kind of strategy for change. And so we
want to welcome you. We promise that our sessions are going to be interesting. We have some of
the best speakers that you can find on the various topics. We're going to see more when we get
together the support we can bring to each other. The support we can provide with respect to the
met work and certainly when we go back in the Caribbean we can really see results. We can
come together as a people. You’ve been a great Conference. Thanks so much for being here. God
bless. [0:10:28.4)

REV. DR. SUZAN JOHNSON-COOK: Thank you Mr. Rodney and we also thank you Mrs.
Rodney as well. With interest we’re here on the wave of the man who campaigned about change
and on this transition to change and also strategic alliances. And we hope that will happen for
you while you’re here. Mr. Vide mentioned all of the sponsors who were with us and (he pariners
who helped to make this happen and we're going to hear from three of them at this time at this
quarter, Michael Flanigan from Citibank (Citi) and Ed Goldberg, Senior Vice-President at
Macy’s and Community for the Relations, and Patrick Gaston the President of the Verizon
Foundation. In that order we will receive them this morning as they come, please. (clapping)
[0:11:15.6)

MICHAEL FLANIGAN: Good morning.
ALL: Good morning.

MICHAEL FLANIGAN: I’s really a pleasure to be here, As you heard before, Eric is on his
way so 1 have the great privilege and honor of putting in for Eric. But first just wanted to say
“thank you” and again welcome to the 13" Annual Caribbean Business Conference. This year
was significant for Citi. For the first time we are the lead sponsor of this premier event. But |
would be remiss in not thanking the organizers and our hosts here at St. Maarten so 1o the
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government, to the Commissioner Sarah Westcott-Williams, Governor Franklin Richards and
Commissioner Roy Marlin and all the other elected officials here in St. Maarten and elected
Congress members, appointed officials from the United States it’s a pleasure to be here with you.
{0:12:15.6]

We also of course have 1o thank the Rodney’s as being 13 years in ensuring that this vision is
carried out and delivered all across the Caribbean and I don’t call to talk about some successes
but I think one of the most important success that I think that I’ve experienced in coming to the
Conference for the last six or seven years is just reunited with his great family. It’s all about
developing our communities. About we’re all about the same thing, I think. We're all on the
same page. We’re all about the same agenda. And we’re all about making sure that we absolutely
care about each other, yourself but we care about the broader community. So it's always a
pleasure to be here. I gel re-energized every time I come. And so it’s - I look forward to it - so
it’s one conference that I will never miss.

This Conference is an important gallery that makes a tangible contribution to dialog on the issues
of important to communities. From recognizing the untapped wealth for underserved
communities to building property alliances so that together we can build healthy, robust, organic
economies. Today and tomorrow and even into Sunday are very important to that conversation at
least to building a winning strategy to succeed in these turbulent economic times. I trust that we
will all take full advantage of the great minds and the leaders that we are privileged to spend time
with. I know my Citi bank black (inaudible) are ready. Thank you so much for having us here at
Conference. (clapping) [0:13:58.2]

ED GOLDBERG: Good morning everyone.
ALL: Good morning.

ED GOLDBERG: As Mike said it’s really a pleasure to be back with family today. We look
forward to this Conference very year. Obviously, we hope that there will be many, many more
over the years to come. | learned something from David Dinkins several years ago when you
have a whole list of dignitaries in the house, the best thing to say is, “Present, protocol
observed.” So, Mr. Mayor, thank you for those kind words. (laughter)

Now a week and a half ago, Macy’s celebrated its 150" anniversary. (clapping} When you think
about anniversaries of companies today to believe that somebody could be around in the retail
industry in particular for 150 years is quite an amazing feat. I'm sure that when R. H. Macy
opened his store in lower Manhattan on 14" Street on October 28, 1858, he did not have the
vision that the company some day; number one would last for 150 years; or that it would employ
225,000 people; or that they would do $27 billion a year in business; or for being in 46 of our 50
states; and also the opportunity of having a business in 64 or 65 major markets in the United
States. [0:15:30.9]

But today I'm hear to talk more about the Caribbean contract. The fact that we have been
supportive of Carolyn Fay and this particular venture for the number of vears but more
importantly the fact that we come here to look for that spark that will ignite an opportunity to
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find that next Martha Stewart; that next design; or that new product that’s going to sell in our
stores such as we’ve done with the Rwandan peace baskets and products like that. And I think it
is really why our Mission is so important, it’s not just a question of change, not just a question of
transition but it’s building those ties and looking for those opportunities. That 1 think will bring
us closer together. [0:16:15.9]

There’s no question that we all face difficult times but 1 believe that the Caribbean is our
backdoor and the bottom line in opening for us for expansion. No, I don’t think we can build
250,000 sq. ft. mall stores but Macy’s has to learn in transition how do we conduct business in
the Caribbean communities. And 1 think we’re going to find that way and obviously this
particular convention is one of those opportunities to do so.

You all know Brenda Scott, my wife, (laughter), Judy’s back in the room sleeping so | can say
that. But Brenda and I have been together for more than 20 years. We have obviously been very
much involved in our communities where we do business and we still believe we have a long
way to go. But our mission is being supported by a great Chairman, Terry Lundgren, and the
people of Macy’s, so obviously we look forward to developing these bridges and developing the
relationships. And I hope that in the not too distant future, we will be talking about a Macy’s
store here in the Caribbean. So enjoy your convention, 1 hope I’ll get a chance to talk to each and
every one of you as the time goes by over the next couple of days. And again, thank you so
much, Carolyn Fay for the great work that you do. (clapping) [0:17:32.9]

PATRICK GASTON: Good morning everyone.
ALL: Good morning.

PATRICK GASTON: Thank you, Karl, for the wonderful introduction. Thank you, Michael and
Ed for these great remarks. 1 extend welcome from our CEOQ, Ivan Seidenberg, and our 225,000
employees, many of whom are from the Caribbean mason including me. 1 want to acknowledge
my colleagues and members of the public sector, members of the community, and I also, 1 guess,
want to respect present protocol. Okay, but I have to single out a couple people, right? So thank
you to the leader of government Sarah Westcott-Williams for hosting us today and the great
people of St. Maarten. It’s a delight to be back here. This is my eighth time in St. Maarten and 1
may stay. (laughter) It's wonderful. | want to acknowledge Karl Rodney for his exceptional
ability to bring people together to recognize the collaborations that are important for business
development. He does so with the grace that I admire and it’s the first time 1°ve had the chance to
be here with you, Karl, and it’s an honor to be here and a privilege so thank you for inviting me.
[0:19:06.0]

I'want you all to recognize Rex Nettleford, 1 don’t know if he's in the audience still. But Rex and
['have known each other for about nine years when I first joined the Foundation of the University
of West Indies Board of Directors. And one of the things that attracted me to the University in
addition to Karl, of course, was that Rex was the kind of leader that reflected a lot of
commitment and enthusiasm about education; something that I care deeply about. And over the
years has provided me with his counsel and friendship and 1 thank you for that, Rex. (clapping)
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You know. Verizon does not have a retail presence in the Caribbean and I hope some day we
will. But we do provide global Internet networks that help to provide a lot of communications
that you might experience here. So I think we're in the game and we realize the value of
technology to ensure that folks have access to incubation and education. In my case at the
Verizon Foundation, Karl mentioned that I head up the Verizon Foundation and our emphasis is
on education. And what we're trying to do is deliver resources to teachers in the classroom that
need it really badly. So we're developing contact and we’re taking with our partners, we’re
taking that contact and making it available through our technology platforms so during the
course of today in the discussions that we’ll have. we'll talk about that resource. Which, by the
way, is offered free of charge 1o teachers around this country and now around the globe, so we
want to make sure that we present this resource as another thing that this community can use and
use it in a way that’s free. So I'm looking forward o this dialogue and am excited about this
Conference and I thank you very much, Karl, for inviting us to hear quality. |0:21:06.2]
(clapping)

REV. DR. SUZAN JOHNSON-COOK: Thank you very much. I loved language in school. 1
remember ottomottopea and phizz and those words and oxymoron, besl of times, worst of times,
homonyms, the words that sounded alike with different meanings but synonyms when you said
the word you could understand what it meant. It was synonymous with something. So when we
say the words, “front line”, “civic leader”, “activist”, “Miss NAACP”, “world leader”. “you
don’t want to mess with her”, you know it is synonymous with Hazel Dukes and we want to hear
from her, our God, mother, our community, don’t you think ’m right? (clapping) Miss NA ACP,
Miss Leader, our dignitary, let us receive this morning, the Honorable Hazel Dukes of New Yorlk
City. Are there any New Yorkers in the house? (clapping) Let’s get a litile noise over here. All
right.

HAZEL DUKES: Good morning.
ALL: Good morning.

HAZEL DUKES: This is my 12" Conference. Missed only one because I had a broken ankle and
it was just like four weeks before the Conference, not even, be on the cast. But lel me say to Fay
and Karl that they have been the glue without the (inaudible). They are for us 24-7. Not only just
in New York City but the Islands we have attempted. The NAACP will be celebrating its 100"
anniversary in New York City where il was founded July 14 through July 17. Medgar Evers, the
college, the univessity, the (inaudible) of the city of New York, when George Blackburn and | sit
and watch TV and we hear all people 80 over their hislory, people forgot that it would not have
been possible if it was not for (hose names, Medgar names known or so many others in Alabama
Tor Rosie, dlecided 1o sit. So Maude could stand. Maude could not have stood if Rosie hadn’( of
sat. Rosie was the Secrelary of the NAACP, the Nalional Association for the Advancement of
Colored People. The Colored People come in all colors, when you make your beautiful salacl you
just don’t want all greenery in it. Even with your omelet this morning you could have a mixture,
of beautiful flowers I have to have all colors, And so for a hundred years this old ship resigned,
been around. Lord. T was reminiscing last night Congresspersons who we went to the
Congressional Blich Caucus there wag only six. We used to be al the Hilton Hotel. And we held
court. When we started in Albany there was no black and Puerto Rican caucus, there was the
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now, the next mayor for the city of New York, Bill Thompson’s fathet, who was the regional
director for the NAACP who went on 1o be now retired. [0:24:54.4]

It would not have been 106 mayor of New York City of Percy’s son, a former President of the
New York City branch of the NAACP, Balford Calison (sp), Secretary of Stale and now the
government of the state of New York has his first job at the NAACP. So 1 want us 1o learn
history so we can have our brothers and sisters in (inaudible) and those who are coming to the
shore of these United States to understand the kitchen of our connectiveness to (inaudible), How
soon you could forget the history that those from the Caribbean have played to make America
what she is today, [0:25:44.8]

And so I join with Karl and Fay every year I trek here because they joined with me in New York
City trying to break the (inaudible) of the two communities because Rolly Johnson said this
morning, Cook said this morning, Johnson Cook said this morning, “When we join hands
logether. when we come and talk aboul the multi national conference, we’re global now, we
can’t think we just in Brooklyn, we just can’t think we in the Bronx, we just can’t think we in
Manhattan and in Queens and Staten Island. We are all over this country. And when we saw the
crowd of people, black and white, Jew and Gentile, Muslin, Asians, all across this country who
came out for Obama. it is a change in America. And then we African-Americans and the
Caribbean’s have to absolutely solidify our tie. Because if America is to be what she was born to
be, it would be that so on behalf of our new President Ben Judds who Il promise will be here
next year, 35-year-old Rhodes scholar. ingratiating young brother who is so excited where we are
going. And my sisters in the Congressional Black. Caucus and my brothers, we going to get it
togeiher. As our Congresswoman told us yesterday. “We're tired of talking about it. Its
(audible) we are sick and tired of being the sick and tired.” And so when we leave here, we will
be better off because we came together to make new friendships, to re-energize and 1 would say
to Karl and to Fay,our sincere gratitude to you for bringing us together as a family each year.
Some of us even don’t have enough lime to sit. That’s why Laura convinced me Lo come a day
early. Even if'f don't know what’s happening with my 401K (laughter) I’m nervous, Mr.
Complroller man. I don’t know about vacation but we thought it not right not to come here and
be with our family. Thank you so much. [0:28:13.4] (clapping)

REV. DR. SUZAN JOHNSON-COOK: We thank you so, so much. He began his second term in
January 2006 as the 42" Comptroller of the City of New York, He's come from a distinguished
parenthood, a famous judge and a mother as a public school teacher, but he has distinguished his
own path. And he has become a wonderful Comptroller of New York City and he has
responsibilily for all the city’s pension funds. He’s just a good brother. He’s here with us loday,
hope to be the next mayor of the cily of New York. Let’s put our hands together for William C.
Thompson, Ir., the Comptroller of a great city of New York, New York. All right?

WILLIAM THOMPSON: Thank you Reverend for that very wonderful introduction and i’s
good to see you here as our Master, or Mistress of Ceremonies, (his morning, And 1 go ahead and
make a mistake. 1 should have had the Mayor open up for me because he always does it

correctly. But to our leader of government, Commissioner Westcott-Williams, (o the members of
government here in St. Maarten, my colleagues in government all over the United States, friends,
good morning.
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ALL: Good morning.

WILLIAM THOMPSON: 1t is definitely a pleasure to be back again even though following
Hazel to the microphone is always an indubitable thing to do. [0:30:01.1]

END PART 1
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TRANSCRIPT OF AUDIO FILE:

11-7AMSESSION ~ 30 THRU 75 MIN

Thank you for working with Accentance for your transcription needs. The text below represents a

professional (ranscriptionist’s under fing of the words spoken. No guarantee of compleie accuracy is
expressed or implied, particularly regarding spellings of names and other unfamiliar or hard-to-hear words
and phrases. “'(ph) " or “(sp?)" indicaie phonetics or best guesses. To verify imporiant quotes, we
recommentd listening 1o the corresponding enidio. Til ps throughout the transcript facilitate locating
the desired quote, using software such as Windows Media or QuickTime players.

BEGIN TRANSCRIPT:
(Par{ 2 — beginning at 30:00 through 1:15)

WILLIAM C. THOMPSON, JR.: - It’s good (o be back again and let me first start out by thanking,
and T always term them as I did last year and 1 have continued to do it over a period of time, termed
them the “dynamic duo,” Faye and Karl Rodney. |applause at 0:30:16.7] They happen to be, when
it comes lo vision - and that’s exactly 13 years ago when putting this conference together, they had
avision. It is something that they have never taken « step back jrom. They continue to move
forward. they continue to bring us together, And while we have the opportunity to meet, to have
conferences in some wonderful places, just fabulous environments and that is the truth, but they
work us, okay. Karl and Faye let us understand (hat we may meet in a wonderful environment, you
walk outside and it’s porgeous, but we are here to accomplish things. [0:30:58.7]

Karl mentioned when we were here before, and I remember the discussions with the members of
the ¢ ciigres onal Bluck Caucus. and it wasn’t just those who owned hotels, it was members of
government who had indicated then that (he (inaudible) $200 dollar duty-fiee or the amount that
you could bring in the country hadn’t changed in decades. in vears and vears and years, And 1
remember that members of the Congressivial Cancus, the Congressional Black Cancus hed by
Congressian Charles Rangel. the Chaivman, wisd now he wasn’t the Chairman at that point. he
wenl back to Washinglon and in a period of months the amount had doubled from $200 10 $400
dollars. It wax the right thing to do but you saw the power of this Congress. As I said, we might
come together in wonderful places, but it is about business. It is about increasing the ties. It is about
the business hetween the Caribbean and the United States and increasing Uhiose business
opporlunilies, helping to raise the standard of living for many; helping to build businesses and
institutions, that’s what it is about. [0:32:09.5]

Last year, Karl had me down here and - no I’m sorry, last year after our conference 1 workedt. I
must admil, Karl bad me as a luncheon speaker, we were outside, it was about 85 degrees and I was
in a tie okay, ] was in a suil and lic and it took me a couple of hours afterwards to dry out. But the
one point thit was made then was Karl looked at me, and those of you who know me in the
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introduction as New York City’s Controller, I'm a member, a trustee of four of our five pension
boards, chief investment advisor to all five. Our total assets in knowing, it might have shrunk a
little, but our total assets are about $95 billion dollars right now. We are the fifth largest public
pension fund in America. [applause at 0:33:02.4] At that point Karl looked at me and said, by the
way how much of that is invested in the Caribbean basin? How much of that money is going to
create, to build infrastructure, to help with tourism, healthcare and other things? And it was an
impressive question and | went back and the answer was not much. Not much, so we started to go
at that point down the path of looking at investment possibilities in the Caribbean basin; obviously
a very promising area. [0:33:42.0]

To go back to quote just a couple of numbers as we would look at - now it has been a tumultuous
year on Wall Street, at the same point, many of the investments, as we were termed that we have
made in the emerging markets around the world, have outperformed developed markets. For
instance, one year, three year, five year performance of emerging market equities has been on par
or better than the United States private equity, the United States venture capital, Western European
private equity and U.S. public markets. Clearly it makes sense for institutional investors to begin to
move further into those waters of emerging markets. [applause at 0:34:25.8]

So we went back and started to engage, particularly we looked at private equity, and the way we
invest usually isn’t directly it is in private equity funds, so we began and our private equity
consultant, we asked them to take an initial look at the Caribbean basin for how much initially
should we be investing. And the number that they came back with was $80 million dollars. That
would be our first step into investment in the Caribbean basin through a variety of investment
vehicles. We started to move down that path and unless [ am wrong, and if I am 1 will be short a
few people or 1 will loose a few people in my investment side, but I believe that yesterday back in
the office, back in front of one of our pension boards, we approved the first application of $30
million dollars to be invested in the Caribbean basin. [applause at 0:35:25.8] And, we are going to
continue to move forward through other investment vehicles to invest and commit, or really to
commit and invest, the additional $50 million dollars and then we will take a step back and look for
other possibilities. [0:35:46.8]

So 1 just wanted those to know that conversation, that investment of money, and as I pointed out it
will range in everything from real estate to infrastructure, industries ranging from healthcare,
financial services, energy, telecom, tourism and other areas, but that started last year at this
conference. [applause at 0:36:09.8] So to those who say, “Jeeze you are going to St. Maarten? Have
a wonderful time. I know you are going to spend a lot of time on the beach,” Karl and Faye make
sure that we are working hard and that we are getting things done. [0:36:28.6]

And at this conference, while it is great to see friends and colleagues and some people I don’t get to
see for a year, we are here working and we are here making sure that we increase and bring closer
those ties that we have had in the past and that we are helping to grow business, that we are helping
to improve quality of life both here in the Caribbean and back in the United States.

So again, it is a pleasure and let me say again to Karl and Faye, thank you so much for the
leadership that you have shown. We look forward to your continued leadership for years to come.
Thank you so much. [applause at 0:37:04.2]
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REV. DR. SUZAN JOHNSON-COOK: Thank you for working hard while you are here and even
back at home. Thank you. It is so good to be together. We do get to sit down and talk to each other
here. We try to get on each other’s calendars in the City and we never do, but here we are able to
make and transact business and it’s wonderful.

As a point of personal privilege, it is not everyday that you have a city world leader that you know
very well is 2 man of faith first of all, who reads the Holy Scripture at your wedding. It’s not
everyday that you go into (inaudible) flavor at a press conference that he has called and then he
comes to the hospital to see the birth of your first child. It’s not everyday that you have someone
who is there at the blessing of that child who’s named after him. It’s not everyday that you have
someone who hosts Whitehouse Fellows when the run, coming to New York City and gives them
the key to New York. And, it’s not everyday that we have the first African American Mayor of the
City of New York in our midst. We are in the midst of history here. He was the 106th Mayor for
the City, but he is our number one Mayor, the Honorable Mayor David Dinkins, Professor in the
Pragtice of Public Affairs at Columbia University [applause at 0:38:16.8], and our wonderful,
wonderful leader who’s shoulders we stand on and for who we cheer for in honor this day. Let’s
hear it for the Honorable David Dinkins. [0:38:28.4]

DAVID DINKINS: Well one thing is clear, if I had had the good fortune of having the Reverend
introduce me more ofien I might have gotten re-elected. [laughter at 0:38:48.4] 1 am delighted to be
here, but I want to clear one thing up from the start. 1 think it should be acknowledged that Faye
Rodney has been such a wonderful person and to think that she permits her husband to come along
with her the way he does [laughter at 0:39:10.17. It’s really nice. She even lets him think he’s in
charge every now and then. [laughter at 0:39:16.6] But they are a dynamic duo.

l'am delighted to be here with you, I truly am and each year, 1 guess I’ve been here ten out of - at
least ten times I think - and each year I try to get myself on the committee that will go and do the,
make the decisions on where we are going to go next year so I can visit the islands but they have
not yet let me come. But each year though, I insist that the tennis facilities be adequate, but T am
not playing this time. But I want you to know my friends (inaudible) that they were out on the court
this morning and I will get a report and it better be good. [laughter at 0:40:14.3]

I'am delighted to be here with you, I truly am and we are taking a role and those folks who are not
here now, but are still having breakfast or are out on the beach, we’ve got their names; [laughter at
0:40:33.0] and we are going to chastise them severely. But it really is a wonderful, wonderful
opportunity to come together with fiiends. For me personally it gives me an opportunity to say
thank you to so many of you who helped me become the 106th Mayor of New York. [0:40:51.2]

We say often that everybody stands on somebody’s shoulders, and by that we mean Malcolm X and
Martin Luther King and (inaudible) and Harriett Tubman and Rosa Parks and for ne, for me
personally, it also means Percy Ellis Sutton, [applause at 0:41: 13.0] who ran in 1977 with such
class and distinction that nobody laughed at me when I dared try in 1989. And we were successful
and it is a broad leap. [0:41:33.6]
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Certainly, 1 was simply privileged to be the stand bearer, but it was many of you here gathered,
many of you who worked with me, worked with me in our administration like Laura and Hazel and
so many of you, and I know that we wouldn’t have gotten nothing done had it not been for the man
called the Rumble Genius by the New York Times, Bill Lynch. [0:42:02.3]

Bill used to say, good government is good politics. And you will note on his literature, he’s got a
consulting firm now and a whole heap of clients and is doing very, very well, you will note that he
uses that slogan and it is certainly true. 1f you do that which is right in the first instance, it will
inure to your benefit politically as well. [0:42:34.5]

So we didn’t make judgments politically and then say well let’s see how that will play out, we did it
the other way around. We did what we thought was right and then it inured to our political benefit
and 1 am so proud of so many of the people who helped us succeed as they go forth now. And I
can’t believe how young they were, some of them are still young even now and maybe it’s because
l'am so old that it looks that way. But it really is an example of what can happen when good people
come together and work hard. [0:43:11.7]

And I know that President-elect Obama is going to do well because he is going to surround himself
with bright, intelligent, trustworthy people on whom he can rely on. Because no executive, no
executive, not even Ed Goldberg, can get it done alone. You’ve got to have help and you've got to
have people to whom you can delegate and you have to have people who will make a triage. You
can’t look at the thousands upon thousands of things that will come before you. They have to do a
triage and bring to you those that they deem to be of significance for you to make a judgment, and
then you will make a decision among them. [0:44:00.6]

1 am confident that President-elect Obama will make the correct decision once he knows all the
options, but he can’t know all of the options if they aren’t brought to him in the first instance. And
the reason that 1 have such faith that he will be surrounded by good, bright people is the kind of
campaign he ran. [applause at 0:44:26.1] He ran one hell of a campaign so it sort of suggests that he
will do as well as our President. That is not easily done, particularly in these difficult times, but
when Alan Greenspan said, “By God I didn’t know it was this bad,” or, never (inaudible) how the
hell he doesn’t know, how am 1 supposed to know.” So it is difficult for sure, but we are going to
survive this. They say that that doesn’t kill you makes you stronger, so we are going to survive this.
[0:45:01.0] -

Ed Goldberg made reference to my custom, my habit that I got from African diplomats of instead
of acknowledging everyone in the audience, which I would want to do and my staff would go
absolutely crazy because 1 would acknowledge all of my friends and they - 1 did that once and my
wife was standing right next to me and 1 acknowledged everybody in the house except her. Hell of
aride home [laughter at 0:45:29.6]. Bul, the Aftican diplomats have this custony, they say, “Usual
protocols observed.” So. President Jackson that means that you have been acknowledged. [laughter
at 0:45:45.2] See, thal’s the way they do it because if you do otherwise, if I go on to describe how
Hazel is my assistant and how - let me tell you, you don’t want Hazel against you ever, but by God
if she is on your side, nothing can stop you; you will win. [applause at 0:46:12.5] And we are all
going to turn out as she leaves us in celebration of NAACP’s on it’s anniversary it is going to be a
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monster, it’s going to be a gas to be right in New York and I hope everyone here comes, It is really
going to be something, [0:46:34.5]

I say to audiences, the media in particular has been asking me, “Well what’s it like for President-
elect Obama the first African American President of the United States?” And their theory is they
are asking me because I was the first black Mayor and ! try to explain that there is a world of
difference. While I got to be the head of a city of 8 million plus people and that’s terrific, and we
have more separate ethnic identities than the United Nations has member nations, so we are truly a
magnificent city, but Obaina is not only the President of the United States, he is the leader of the
free world. So you really can’t make a comparison, you can’t. Although, I am sure that he’s got to
feel wonderful because as he said as his grandmother wasn’t there at the very end, but fortunately
he got to see her, imagine how the family feels, his wife, his children, so I do understand that part
and it is a hell of an accomplishment that he has done, but even he could not have done it without
you. And he knows that and that is the beauty of it. [0:48:02.8]

I recognize that those of us who have been privileged (o serve, it is a privilege and you have to see
it that way and recognize it that way and do the besl that you can under the circumstances, but
never, ever believe that you got there alone, because that’s just not true. I am almost amused, I say
almost because I feel a little sorry for the distinguished Governor of Alaska, and it’s coming out
now how they are swallowing in house. I don’t know whether you have seen the current press and
how they talk about the poor lady and she is trying to defend herself and I almost, underline almost,
feel sorry for her, but, she made it up there. [0:48:54.1]

So to my friend, Suzan, the Reverend Doctor Suzan Johnson-Cook, you all - many in this audience
knows that she took a congregation of about 11 or 12 people, meeting at lunchtime down near City
Hall. and built it into a congregalion in excess of 1,000. She did that. [applause at 0:49:25.9] She is
a very, very special, gifted woman. And I say that she is here with us at this 13th annual meeting,
notwithstanding the loss of her dear brother, my friend, our friend, Charles, very recently. A young
man who has gone to his reward and she is with us nonetheless and we appreciate it. [0:49:59.4]

Charles was quite a guy. He didn’t like to be called Charlie incidentally; he was Charles. It’s sort of
like if somebody says they know Joe Hines who’s name is Charles J. Hines and they’ll say, “Oh, ]
know Charlie” and you know that they don’t know him worth a damn because he is Joe Hines.
[0:50:24.2]

So, to be here in the company of Carolyn Kilpatrick, the Representative in the Congress who takes
care of our brother Charlic Rangel: that is special. That is special. You know one year we had
something like 35 members ot the Congressional Black Caucus here, 1 think it was 35, it was over
30 certainly. and that got the atlention of a whole lot of people. It got the attention I’m confident of
some sponsors who said well next year maybe we ought to up ours a bit and they did and that's the
genius of Faye that she let’s Karl comne along with her here. [laughter at 0:51:15.3]

Its true that international black heads of states have prevailed in nations with majority black
populations, but never before, never, ever in the history of the United States has the Chief of State,
the Commander in Chief been other than a white male. And many of us grew up in the days of Jim
Crow and dozens of African Americans were still being lynched; 24 in 1933 when 1 was six years
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old. They were stilly Iynching folks and as a matter of fact I can recall some years later as we
started to make (we meaning blacks) started to make some progress, we were told things like, “You
Negroes (that’s what they called us then) you Negroes shouldn’t be so pushy, they only lynched
five last year.” We were supposed to be grateful that so few of us had died. [0:52:15.2]

Then there came World War II; segregation, as we went off to fight and die for our country. And
when I got out of the Marine Corps in 1945-1946 and some of my classmates had shrapnel in their
bodies, and we could not go to the movies downtown in Washington, D.C., the Nation’s Capital,
couldn’t shop on F Street is you had to try something on, and this is after the war; the war that
ended all wars. So we have come a long way since those days, but things are not perfect even now
because I maintain that we live in a racist society that is the legacy of slavery, but that does not
mean that we have not made great progress. Imagine a black man, President of the United States of
America. [applause at 0:53:20.2]

1 can remember when there were certain jobs you couldn’t even apply for, couldn’t even think
about it. We got the right to vote by the 15th Amendment in 1870, but we weren’t able to exercise
that right to vote until 1965 when the Voting Rights Act was passed. As a matter of fact, if you
think back on some of the games made during the Civil Rights Days by Dr. King and so many
really heroic women and men. And 1 have to tell you I ain’t to sure that 1 could have followed John
Lewis getting beaten down into the ground and he kept coming back, I'm not sure that 1 could have
done that. [0:54:18.7]

I’m not sure that I could have done what the Tuskegee Airmen did. You know abouit the Tuskegee
Airmen, everybody does, they said blacks weren't intelligent enough to learn 1o fly. And then B.O.
Davis who in four years at West Point nobody every spoke to him, they didn’t talk to him, and he
came through all of that and won the fight for black men to learn to fly and then they said, well you
can’t go into combat because you will be cowards and turn in the face of the enemy. And then they
won that baitle and they did it so well that people like Roscoe Brown and Lee Archer and Percy
Sutton and so many others, they fly in cover for bombers and never lost a single bomber, not one.
[applause 0:55:19.1} So much so that the white bomber pilots would ask for them and I can
remember, while 1 wasn’t personally there. the black Marines who were trained in Camp Lejeune in
North Carolina, white troops went to Parris Island in South Carolina and they thought that the black
Marines were somehow not quite as good as the white Marines, but when the black Marines hit the
beach carrying ammo for the guys that were pinned down and running out of bullets, they loved
them to death. It's funny what need will do; it’s funny. [0:56:16.1]

This election has at last put to rest, | think, any doubt that Americans as a whole oppose the failed
economic and social policies of the Bush administration, with its record deficits and recession.
Billy Thompson knows about that. Phil used to properly regulate financial industries that led to the
loss of retirement pensions and the sub-prime morlgage crisis, outsourcing of American jobs,
increased unemployment and refusal 1o work toward a living wage for job offers, failure to support
programs that curtail practices that harm the environment and damage or destroy natural resources,
failure to end the war in Iraq and approve any meaningful plan to withdraw troops. [0:57:12.3]

Speaking of Iraq, don’t it just get you right here when the Bush people lied to Colin Powell and
sent him to the United Nations to tell those lies, and didn’t it make you feel good when he came out
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for Obama recently; 1 mean you know [applause at 0:57:38.5] by God, and he is a guy, you know,
he is one of our heroes. He truly is, he truly is. [0:57:52.2]

The American people have spoken across the party lines, social classes and racial divide in support
of programs to provide affordable and accessible healthcare, to stimulate economic growth and
provide a living wage for American workers, to transform energy consumption and reduce
American dependence on foreign oil to improve schools by ending No Child Left Behind, and end
the war in Iraq and bring the troops home. Some of you will recall that when the troops came home
after Vietnam, our country treated them terribly. They spit at them. They didn’t ask to go, but they
were treated awful, Korea was a little different. And as Charlie Rangle says, he hasn't seen a bad
day since. Charlie was pinned down in a foxhole and came out of there with a Purple Heart and
Bronze Star and he hasn’t seen a bad day since. [0:58:57.2]

But, even though Americans, whether Democrats, Republicans or Independents, have responded
overwhelmingly in support of measure that the new President may be compromised 1 say, at the
outset by the actions of the outgoing administration. Keep in mind that he doesn’t take office until
January 20th and I'm counting on our friends in the Congress to do whatever they can to see to it
that he doesn’t start off in a whole, because that is what can happen. It is possible; 1 hope it doesn’t
happen. [0:59:41.9]

Earlier this year in February of 2008 1 participated in a panel at a meeting of the Independent
Newspapers Intemational Advisory Board in Cape Town, South Africa on the topic “End of the
Bush Era in the United States.” And our discussion, neither prophetic or profound, merely reflected
the ground swell for change that has this week resulted in one of the most historic moments in
American history; the landslide election of the first African American 10 the Presidency of the
United States of America. [1:00:20.7]

The majority of the American public, irrespective of political party affiliation welcomes the end of
the Bush administration, by whatever measure we choose to evaluate its impact, domestic and
global, this has been a failed presidency that has brought the United States to the brink of disaster
and some say beyond the brink. We could recite the long list of offenses perpetrated or orchestrated
by that administration that have passed in the name of foreign policy and global economy.
[1:00:57.0]

While the United States has now emerged from unprecedented two-year campaigns, some like the
New York Times editorial staff have cautioned that we should pay close attention to the efforts
underway to perpetrate the policies of the past seven years with Bush. And at the risk of putting a
damper on the celebration of Tuesday’s victory, 1 do feel compelled to call attention to a few of the
concerns that lay immediately ahead. [1:01:31.7)

True the Congress has a Democratic majority and the political capital of the sitting administration
has been all but spent by the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan, and the worst economy since the Great
Depression, but even with the lowest approval rating of any president in the history of our country.
he has pressed on to do everything possible within his remaining days to compromise the new
president, who will take office with the greatest mandate from the people in a century. [1:02:05.6)
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He has abused the political process more than any of his predecessors, undermining the power of
Congress through the use of Signing Statements. Over the last seven years he has issued hundreds
of these documents, devices showing us that he had no intention of obeying laws, that he has
claimed impinged on the constitutional powers of the Chief Executive. Examples of such Signing
Statements are those that authorize domestic surveillance without warrants, torture of prisoners in
violation of the Geneva Convention, and firing U.S. Attorneys for political reasons. [1:02:50.5]

Others include a host of executive actions designed to impede congressional programs to expand
health insurance and prevent further pollution of the environment. The disastrous Bush Lame Duck
Budget proposal announced at his last State of the Union Address contained provisions for
permanent tax cuts for the wealthy and the highest level of military spending since World Ware 11
and reductions in spending for medical research, environmental protection and education.
[1:03:26.9}

President Obama will have 1o contend with this and a series of other eleventh hour measures. We
are confident that Congress will reach across the isle to combat the resultant stranglehold from
President Obama’s ability and move forward our country. We have along way to go in repairing the
damage done over the past seven years. And although we deserve to relish the moment of victory,
we do understand that we have more battles to fight and miles to go before we sleep. [1:04:00.1]

We should congratulate those other political leaders, some of whom are with us here today in St.
Maarten, for their election and reelection victories as well. [applause at 1:04:1 1.2} And as one of
these, the Dean of the New York City Delegation of Democrats, my brother Charlie Rangle. And
this is a quote from my brother, Charlie says, “The world we look at is a world of many colors,
many cultures, many faiths and what we as Americans have to offer is our experience in creating a
diverse society as we show the world all of the diversity that is the strength of America. We reflect
our values and present an example to the world. With our nation growing international involvement
there could be no better time 1o attract the best and most diverse (inaudible) to represent the
American people in every corner of the globe.” so says Charlie Rangle. [1:05:05.3]

When we break for lunch we will hear the distinguished Governor of my home state of New York.
the Honorable David A. Paterson. He will talk about the importance of building upon the
partnerships necessary to translate the watershed victory of democracy in the United States into
lasting change. I can’t resist remind us that the governor’s father, Basil Paterson, once won 61 out
of 62 counties in New York State in a Democratic Primary for Lieutenant Governor. And then he
joined the of (inaudible) of Goldberg. He was a former United States Secretary of Labor, former
United States Supreme Court Justice, former United States United Nations Ambassador, the
lousiest damn candidate you ever saw. So Basil did not win, but he would have become the first
black Lieutenant Governor of New York State and cyes on the first black governor. So imagine, as
I'sat in the front row at the state committee meeting and Basil placed David’s name in nomination
for Lieutenant Governor. I had tears in my eyes. It had come full circle and now that same David is
Governor of the State of New York and you will hear from him later. [applause at 1:06:41.3]

Later this afternoon we will meet to share our thouglts and plans for sharing working solutions to
education. There are challenges is business and political leaders will be to craft strategies for
keeping the doors of the international education open to our future leaders. The world will be a
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dimmer place if we let the lamp of knowledge go out for a generation of our young people. It is
within our power to turn up the flame and keep it burning bright, and in the words of President-
elect Barack Obama, “Yes we can.” [applause at 1:07:24.8]

REV. DR. SUZAN JOHNSON-COOK: Thank you Mr. Mayor, and thank you for looking so
wonderful. He’s dapper, Amen! Doesn’t he look good? [laughter and applause at 1:07:42.4] And
Barack Obama stands on your shoulders because you took the blows that shows what a man of faith
could do and we thank you for representing us well, [1:07:52.3]

We also are joined by many a (inaudible) joints throughout this conference by many elected
officials and some are here this morning; elected officials from the State of New York. You will
hear later from the Honorable David Paterson, you heard from our City Controller Honorable
William C. Thompson, Jr., Honorable Adolfo Carrion, Ir., President of the Borough of the Bronx;
Honorable Nick Perry the Assemblyman for New York State, The Honorable Ruth Hassle-
Thompson, State Senator New York State, the Honorable Keith Wright is with us this morning,
Assemblyman for the New York State the Honorable Inez Dickens, Council Whip, Member of the
New York City Council, and Honorable Dr. Kendall Stewart, Member of the New York City
Council. Can we applaud for all of the elected officials from the State of New York? [applause at
1:08:34.3)

And then members of Congress who will be joining us throughout, some of whom you heard last
night and today, the Honorable Donald Payne, the Chair of the Subcommittee on Western
Hemisphere, the Honorable Bennie Thompson, Chair of Homeland Security, Honorable Donna
Christensen, the Honorable Chair of the Subcommittee on National Resources, Honorable Sheila
Jackson Lee and now we are also going to hear from one of our Presidents of the Congressional
Black Caucus, the Honorable Carolyn Cheeks-Kilpatrick. We are going to the federal level y’all
[applause at 1:09:09.6] who is our President, Madam President and will be working with Mr.
President would you please come and let us receive her this morning for what a wonderful job you
have done and you have served with distinction as well and we celebrate and salute you this
morning. Can we applaud the other members of the Congress who are with us? [applause at
1:09:29.1]

REP. CAROLYN CHEEKS-KILPATRICK: Giving honor to God who s the head of my life,
present protocol being established [laughter at 1:09:46.3], but I've got to say a couple even given
that. To Faye and Karl, its really thoroughly been said but thank you from the bottom of all of our
hearts. We could not do this without you. Thank you very, very much. [applause 1:10:00.4] We
could (inaudible) every week in our Washington offices, but that's how we keep up with the
Caribbean if not for the newspaper, there would be no association that we could actually see and
know what is going on and how we (inaudible) so thank you very much from the bottom of our
hearl. Thank you very much. [applause at 1:10:18.6 ] Commissioner Wescot-Williams as well as all
the commissioners over here. St. Maarten, one more time, thank you for hosting us one more time,
we love you, thank you very much. [1:10:29.4]

Our key ingredients for the Congressional Black Caucus where I Chair 43 members, we come from
2] states, we present over 40 million Americans; [applause at 1:10:40.8] five full Committee
Chairs, 17 Subcommittee Chairs and others Iike the Majority Whip and Jim Clyburne from South
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Carolina and others who help to control the Congress. We have the first African doctor in the
house, a member of our Caucus who chairs our health branches and very instrumental in us being
here, why don’t you welcome my sister. Dr. Congresswoman Donna Christensen. [applause
1:11:11.7] Thank you, we love you.

It was mentioned earlier that, and I’'m going to say who else is here, vou heard from Di. Payne and
Tknow il he is here in this room you will hear trom him again. you did last night. who chairs our
Western Hemisphere Committee. Bennie Thompson who is here and 1 think he came through last
night. he chairs our [lomeland Security Commiltee also witl be here. Sheita Jackson Lee from
Houston, Texas and I know many of you know her, she is en route and will be here just shortly.
Our number uno Congressman, second only to John Conyers in seniority, from the great state of
New York. Chairman of the House Ways and Means Committee. our big brother Charlie Rangle
will be here this afternoon. [applause at 1:11:55.3]

And what you probably don’t know is the federal budget is $3 trillion dollars, Charlie’s committee
handles $2 trillion of that for Medicare, Medicaid, for veterans programs; his committee is the
committee that produces the revenue, $2 trillion of it, giving it out in what we call entitlements to
those programs. I served on Appropriations where the committee spends the money, and I like that
too. We spend a million and Charlie generates it and gives it all by formula to the entire committee
and our committee handles the appropriations in sending it out. [1:12:33.0]

Together we make up the Congressional Black Caucus and it was said earlier, many more members
will be coming and will have come over the years, but I just wanted to say a point of personal
privilege, this last six months, the last two months and the last two weeks, members of the
Congressional Black Caucus have been crisscrossing America for our now President, Senator
Barack Obama. [applause at 1:13:00.1] Even as we had our own elections fapplause 1:13:02.4]
Tuesday we were all on the ballot as well but (inaudible) just thinking as it relates to it’s is major,
but nost of us went to many states all over this couniry. [1:13:12.4]

You see 18 of our members represent less than 50% of the African Americans; three of our
members represent less than 15% African Americans, the most that any of us represent is a 62%
Afiican American so we represent all of America, Asians, Afiicans, Latinos, Europeans, Native
Americans, you name it and we are called the conscious of the Congress and we really are that you
know. [1:13:38.5]

God built us from a certain kind of way and we got some of this stuff in us that you do, you cross
ethnic lines and it makes us stand up for righteousness, speak up on injustices and when we see
something wrong you have to hear it because, of course, we are the conscious of the Congress. So
in the spirit of (inaudible) is that Congresswoman Christensen talks about healthcare it’s real. They
have more because we have less. [1:14:03.2}

We hope and we know that with President Obama yes we had some difficult times in the Mayor
laid them out well. And 10 the sponsors by the way. all of you. we couldn’t do this. be with you.
help Karl it you weren't here with us so we say thank you vers much. vou are so important, To alt
of the sponsors, thank you vers much. |applause at 1:14:23.9]
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So as we move to these next four years, two months, 32 days - talk about the short period between
November S5th and August 20th, [sic] President Bush is still the President. Our Constitution says
that if there is unrest or malice or whatever, the sitting President can hold off and not let happen the
January 20th date. There isn’t many people that know about that, so we don’t want any - we were
kind of scared about November 4th when we won. We wanted everybody to be prayerful, be
(inaudible) and have fun and all that, don’t burn [1:15:00.5]

END PART 2
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11-7AMSESSION - LAST 20 MIN

Thank you for working with Accentance for your wranscription needs. The text below represents a
professional iranscriptionist's understanding of the words spoken. No guarantee of complete accuracy is
expressed or implied, particularly regarding spellings of names and other unfamiliar or havd-to-hear words
and phrases. “(ph)”" or "(sp?)” indicate phonetics or best guesses. To verify important quotes, we

7 d listening 1o the corresponding audio. Ti ips throughout the transcript facilitate locating
the desired quote, using software such as Windows Media or QuickTime players.

BEGIN PART 3:

REV. DR. SUZAN JOMINSON COOK: Thank you, Mr. Mayor. Thank you for looking so
wonderful. He’s dapper. Amen. Doesn’t he look good? (clapping). Barack stands on your shoulders
because you took the blows and showed what a man of faith could do and we thank you for
representing us well.

We also are joined by many and will be joined throughout this conference by many elected
officials. Some are here this morning; elected officials from the State of New York. You will hear
later from the Honorable David Patterson. You've heard from our city controller, William C.
Thompson, Jr., Honorable Adolpho Carrion, Jr., President of the Burroughs of the Bronx,
Honorable Nick Hardy, the assemblyman from New York State, the Honorable Ruth Hassell
Thompson, State Senator of New York State, the Honorable Keith Wright is with us this morning,
assemblyman from New York State, the Honorable Inez Dickens, council whip member of the New
York City Council, and Honorable Dr, Kendall Stuart, member of the New York City Council. Can
we applaud for all of the elected officials of the State of New York? (clapping).

Members of Congress who will be joining us throughout. Some of whom you have heard from
them last night and today, the Honorable Donald Payne, Chair of Subcommittee on Western
Hemisphete, the Honorable Bennie Thompson, Chair of Homeland Security, Honorable Donna
Christensen, the Honorable Chair of Subcommittee on National Resources, Honorable Sheila
Jackson-Lee, and now we hope to also hear from one of our presidents of the Congressional Black
Caucus, the Honorable Carolyn Cheeks-Kilpatrick. We’re going to the federal level you all; who is
our (inaudible) president. We’re only working with Mr. President. Will you please come and let us
receive her this morning for what a wonderful job you have done and you have served with
distinction as well, and we celebrate and salute you this morning. Can we applaud the other
members of Congress (inaudible) (clapping).

REP. CAROLYN CHEEKS-KILPATRICK: Giving honor to God who's the head of my life,
present protocol being established, but I’ve got to say in comfort even given that. To Fay and Karl,
really (inaudible) really from the bottom of all of our hearts, 1 cannot be this without you. Thank
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you very much, We could (inaudible) ever week in our Washington offices and that’s how we keep
up with the Caribbean. 1f not for the newspaper, there would be no association that we could
actually see and know what’s going on and how we plug in. So thank you very much from the
bottom of my heart. Thank you very much.

Commissioner Wescott-Williams, as well as all commissioner’s who are here, St. Maarten, one
more time. Thanks for hosting us. We love you. Thank you very much.

1 bring you greetings from the Congressional Black Caucus, where 1 chair 43 members. We come
from 21 states. We represent over 40 million Americans, 5 full mini chairs, 17 subcommittee
chairs, and others like the majority whip and Jim Clyburn from South Carolina, and others who
helped to control the Congress. We have the first Aftican doctor in the house, a member of our
caucus, who chairs our health brain trust and very instrumental in being here. As being here, won’t
you welcome my sister back, your Congresswoman Donna Christensen? Thank you, Donna. We
love you,

It was mentioned earlier that, I’'m going 1o say who else is here, you heard from Donald Payne, and
I'know if he’s hear in this room, you will hear from him again. You did last night. He chairs our
Western Hemisphere Committee. Bennie Thompson, who’s here, and I think he came through last
night, he chairs our Homeland Security Committee. Also will be here. Sheila Jackson-Lee from
Houston, Texas. ] know many of you know her. En route, she will be here just shortly. Our number
uno congressman, second only to John Conyers in seniority, from the great State of New York,
Chairman of the House Ways and Means Committee, our big brother. Charlie Rangel, will be here
this afternoon.

What you probably don’t know is that the federal budget is $3 trillion dollars. Charlie’s committee
handles $2 trillion of that for Medicare, Medicaid, for veteran's programs. His committee is the
committee that produces the revenue, $2 trillion of that given out in what we call, “entitlements” to
those programs. 1 serve on appropriations, where the committee spends the money. I like that too.
We spend a million. Charlie generates it and gives it out by formula to the entitlements. Our
committee handles the appropriations and sends them out. Together we make up the Congressional
Black Caucus.

As it was said earlier, many more members will be coming and have come over the years, but Ijust
wanted (o say, a point of personal privilege. This last 6 months, the last 2 months, and the last 2
weeks, Menbers of the Congressional Black Caucus have been criss-crossing America for our now
president, Senator Barack Obama. Even as we had our own election, Tuesday, August 4th, we were
all on the ballot as well, but ours wasn’t as significant as relates to us as major, but most of us went
to many states all over this country. You see, 18 of our members represent less than 50% African-
American, Three of our members represent less than 15% African-American. The most that any of
us represent is 62% African-American. So we represent all of America; Asians, Africans, Latinos,
Europeans, Native Americans. You name it.

We’re called the Conscience of the Congress and we really are that. You know, God built us ina
certain kind of way. We got some of this stuff in us, as you do with you. Across ethnic lines, jt
makes us stand up for righteousness, speak up on injustices, and when we see something wrong,
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you have to hear it because, of course, we’re the Conscience of the Congress. So the disparities that
Donna, Congresswoman Christensen, talks about in health care, it’s real. They have more because
we have less. We hope and we know that with President Obama, yes we have some difficult times
and the Mayor laid them out well. And to the sponsors by the way, all of you all. We couldn’t do
this, be with you, help Karl if you weren’t here with us. We say, “thank you very much. You are so
important”. All the sponsors. Thank you very much.

So as we move through these next 4 years, 2 months, 32 days, talk about the short period between
November 5th and August 20th. President Bush is still the president. Our constitution says that if
there is unrest or malice or whatever, the sitting president can hold off and not let happen the 20th
day. There are few people that know about that. So we don’t want any, we were kind of scared
about November 4th when we won. We wanted everybody to do prayer. There will be a tone-in and
have fun, and all that. Don’t burn nothing down. Don’t burn up a car and all that because they’re
waiting. Some people are waiting. Some people are very angry. We are euphoric. God is euphoric
and people across ethnic lines, you saw them. The multi-cultural facets of America happy because
it was a perfect storm. Financial markets crashing. People losing jobs. Health care unatfordable.
Our schools in shambles. Big bad America and we still are; it’s just this 8 years we have a man in
the White House who knew not Joseph. In his leadership of our country, he not only decimated
America, but caused havoc around the world. 1 know you know that.

So we’ve got a lot of building to do. What Karl and Fay has done is to energize each of us so we
take our rightful places. All of you and all of us together. I'm going to bring into this room 2 of my
sisters who we lost over the last year. Congresswoman Stephanie Stubb-Jones, Cleveland, Ohio.
will be right here. Right over here, smiling and said ‘Let’s do this”. I want you to give a shout-out
for Stephanie. She’s up in here right now. Congresswoman Juanita Milligram-McDonald from Los
Angeles, also with the ancestors are up in here right now. Both chair people I might add.
Congresswoman Stephanie Stubb-Jones (sp) of our Ethics Committee and Congresswoman Juanita
(inaudible) McDonald of our House Administration Committee. Finally, all during this tenure, 2
years is what Congress is, this is the 110th congress. So many historical things have happened that 1
mentjoned to you already, including electing our first Aftican-American president. Then finally
Julia Carson from Indianapolis, Indiana, also (inaudible) has been to this conference many many
times.

So my brothers and sisters across racial, ethnic gender, geographic, biological, (inaudible) we have
much work to do, but it can be done. Because ! believe there is a higher power who’s directing all
of this. We just have to know it and believe it, and do it, and be centered in a higher power,

So as members of the Congressional Black Caucus, as we go back next week 1o address the
financial crisis. You all have been hearing about this $700 billion, every time 1 say it, we handle a
trillion, our committee. $700 billion is what we just gave out or given out as we speak, The good
thing about that, they were trying to give it all out. $300 billion of it is gone, but the good news, the
new president, anything they put in force, he can pull it back. So we have an opportunity to do
some real comprehensive stuff,

The housing market? No more foreclosures. Those same people who got the $700 billion, they
were the ones who caused 80%, 85% of the foreclosing. Do you all know that? Predatory lending.
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Loss of jobs. Shifting our jobs over seas. You see, when the financial people do their thing,
(inaudible) a billion here and here. It’s paper. It’s two clicks of the mouse. They were selling bad
paper then and they were making big money. My sister, Susan. Let’s give Susan a hand. Essence
Magazine. Love you girl. (inaudible). We have to be smarter and better as we go forward. Senator
Barak Obama, and you may have heard about his prudent campaign. Most of us in this room a 1-
1/2 or 2 years, we thought it couldn’t done, because we lived with the same people who had to do
it. But the perfect storm. Don’t forget that. The perfect storm caused by humans. Greedy humans in
many cases. .

1do alot of work in the Middle East; Egypt, as well as Lebanon. 1 do (inaudible) and they’re great
people, but this president castigated Arabs. In Michigan, where 1 come from, and John Conyers, we
have the largest population of Arabs outside of the Middle East. They’ve been in our community
for decades. They go to our schools. Our children know them. They help and help to build the
community. Yes, there are a few bad ones who blew up some (inaudible). God took care of them,
They’re going to be taking care of. But just Iike we don’t want everybody to measure African-
American by a few who do bad things, there are good things in all people. I believe that as
President Obama comes into fruition, a member of the Congressional Black Caucus, his job, and he
really does believe this, is to bring the races of God's people together. Whether you know God as
God, or Allah, or Jehovah, or what have you, that if you really believed in a higher power, let’s get
busy and rebuild the world.

So, my brothers and sisters, we got a lot of work to do and you do as we go back to New York.
Keep the (inaudible) operating. Keep your will strong and knowing that, as president takes his oath
and pray that nothing happens between November 5th and January 20th. He can call marshall law.
He can go around the country and lock up heathens and Christians, which isn’t going to happen.
Lock up anybody who might be subversive or such, Create an environment so that January 20th
may not ever happen. That's the nightmare. Now snap back. Wake up. He won. It’s going to be all
right. Let’s build a new America again. Let’s make sure that our children can have adequate
education because it’s no longer Michigan against Indiana or Ohio, Michigan against China. It’s
US against the world and we can build those partnerships the way we do with Faye and Karl, and
all of us who have been working for all of these years.

Thirteen is a significant number in the Bible. Thirteen is a number that rencws us. gets us ready for
the next state of our development. So as we meet here in beautiful St. Maarten, let us rededicate
ourselves to a higher power to each other, to knowing that we can do anything but fail. God bless
you. (clapping).

REV. DR. SUZAN JOHNSON COOK: Now that’s a sister who’s got it going on. Thank you so, so
much, Congresswoman, Madam President of the Congressional Black Caucus. We can see why.
Amen. We are looking forward to great things ahead and you have us as the wind beneath your
wings. All of you Congressional Black Caucus members, we are with you so much. Let the church
say, “Amen”.

We just want to share with you before we present our next speaker. This evening, our host country
is going to present us with a fantastic affair. It’s going to be offsite and we hope you won’t miss it.
Transportation is going to be coordinated and we are going to ask that you meet in the lobby at 6:15
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tonight. The transportation will be coordinated by our local government. It's a casual event. 1t's a
beach site affair tonight and we’re asking all conference attendees to gather at 6:15 sharp in the
lobby for departure. So that’s our night affair tonight and we will repeat that announcement
throughout the day. If you will just please make note of that as we go forward,

‘We’ve heard from the city level. We have heard from the federal government. You know, we are so
excited about our first African-American president and many of us also wanted a woman in and it
was not a woman’s time. It was time for Barak Obama, but in this country, it is a woman’s time. As
the commissioner who is the leader of government for St. Maarten. Come on somebody. It is
Commissioner Sarah Westcot-Williams, our host. She has been gracious. She is elegant. She is
eloquent and we are excited about being received by her today. Commissioner Sarah Westcot-
Williams. (clapping)

COMMISSONER SARAH WESTCOT-WILLIAMS: Thank you reverends and a very good
morning. There’s another way to deal with the selfish (sp) protocol and that is by saying,
“Welcome friends to St. Maartens”. I can say this notwithstanding the many luminaries in our
midst because it is truly a welcome to old friends and new acquaintances.

This conference, at this time, on this iskand, would not have been possible if it was not for the
resoluteness and conviction of Mr. and Mrs. Rodney. It was 6 years ago that many of you were here
on St. Maarten for the conference as well. It is with a lot of confidence that last year, I threw out the
idea of why not again St. Maarten., has been at that time five years ago. This year, it is six years
ago. It was only after throwing it up as we sat down to plan, I realized that this conference would
have been held two days following the most important election in modern times of the United
States of America. As we, Commissioner Malven (sp) and myself visited Karl and Fay in New
York, 1 said to him, “Karl, as much as 1 want this conference on St. Maarten, I don’t know if the
timing is right.” He said without being presumptuous about the outcome of the election, he said,
“Oh no. ] believe the timing is right™. And with a glee in his eyes, I suspected that he was counting
on a victory and a big one, and felt that St. Maarten would be a place where we could celebrate that
victory.

This small island of ows, and 1’'m aware of the clock just in case I was to get any sign from the
back, but this small island of ours, only 37 square miles and that is both sides of the island, tonight
you probably would understand. Yo will get to know how we share the island, but I can tell you
that St. Maarten is the smallest side of the two. Nevertheless, we accommodate close to two million
tourists annually on this island. Approximately 1.3 million visit our island by cruise and the others
come here to stay over with us, relax and enjoy our island. And yes it is so opportune and truly a
region in transition.

Throughout this region, every island, every island nation, every country, is going through some sort
of transition. For St. Maarten itself, we are going through a major constitutional transition. Moving
from what others term as called an island territory, a remnant of a colonial system, 1o that of
country within the kingdom of the Netherlands. The French side, just last year, moved from a
French municipality to what is called in their terms, “a collectivity”. So yes, this region is truly in
transition and change is all around us. This side is so important for the relationships between the
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United States of America and the Caribbean region. T am again so thrilled to hear so many of you
speak of kinship, relationships, and ancestry as you recognize this region for what it is.

Term water (sp)? Yes. Maybe, but definitely a part of the United States of America. However you
take it or twist it. The Diaspora of the West Indies and the United States of America. It’s big. It is
great and we need to continue 1o recognize that forging those relationships strengthen it year after
year through this conference call is extremely important. As if it wasn’t enough to realize that we
weie going to start a conference two days after such an important election, just barely three weeks
ago, St. Maarten was brushed by Hurricane Omar, a category 3 hurricane. So if you were around
and you noticed that the scenery is not exactly what you expected of it, if you feel a little in the
roads as you go from place to place, recognize that that is what had happened. But Karl decided the
conference was going to go on and the conference will go on, Karl, right here in St. Maarten.

So tonight it is my pleasure to host you at another side of the island because you are here two days
after the election, two days afier a historic election, and yes, notwithstanding the turmoil and the
challenges, President Barak Obama is going to face, the party too will continue and the parly on St.
Maarten will continue this evening on the other side of the island hosted by the Govermment of St.
Maarten. I encourage you and those who are part of the latest workshop this afternoon, to do it
well, right, and try to get out as soon as possible so that we can move from here in a timely fashion
and the police escort will only be something to show you how proud we are of having all of you
here. But we will get to the other side of the island nicely, on time. A region in transition. Thank
you for being here at this time in your history and in our history.

T welcome all of you and it is wonderful to be able to open this conference in a time like this
because it is for such a time that you are here and we are here, and it is such a time that President
Barak Obama was chosen to lead the United States of America and, with that leadership, to be the
leader of the free world. If, just if, approximately 40,000 more persons voted could have given him
even more votes, he would have had those from right here on St. Maarten, the friendly island of the
early (inaudible). So today, we too rejoice with you and we 100 are hopeful that the change that is
coming will be a good one for all of us. We just hope that some of that invigoration and renewed
energy that we all will get from this conference will serve you well, when you go back and will
serve us well as we continue (o build our island nations from strength to strength and with God, all
things are possible. Have we not seen that on November 4, 2008. What a wonderful way to
celebrate and, Karl, what a wonderful thing (o happen (inaudible) St. Maarten and deciding the
conference welcomes the 13th Annual Multi-National Caribbean Business Conference. Thank you.
Welcome. Enjoy it and may God continue to bless you richly. Thank you.

The question was how causal can you be tonight? You be as casual as you feel comfortable on an
island that is your host. So men, absolutely no jacket and ties. I would not recommend that, but be
as casual as you’ve been comfortable. Thank you.

REV. DR. SUZAN JOHNSON COOK: All right. This is where we break. Hold on. We have
(inaudible) ceremony. If you will just wait for us please. We're going 1o invite all of the sponsors
and the elective officials to please join the Rodneys as our host wday. here up front for our ribbos,
cutting ceremony. All of our sponsors, all of our elected officials that are present, please come and
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join us up front. Those who are our speakers this morning, please right here in the front of the
stage, and we will be lead. All rise. (singing)

END TRANSCRIPT
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CONFIDENTIAL

B Suﬁec; to the Nondisclosure Provisions of H. Res. 895 of the 110th Congress as Amended

OFFICE OF CONGRESSIONAL ETHICS
UNITED STATES HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Memorandum of Interview

In Re: Representative of Citi

Review #: 09-2567; 09-4403; 09-3698; 09-6333; 09-2222
Date: March 17, 2009

Location: AkinGump NYC - 399 Park Ave, New York, NY
Time: approximately 2:00 to 4:00 p.m.

Participants: Leo Wise
Omar Ashmawy

Summary: The Representative of Citi was the Citi employee who managed their donation to the
Thirteenth Annual Multinational Business Conference. The OCE requested an interview with
the Representative of Citi and he consented. The Representative of Citi made the following
statements in response to questioning:

1. The Representative of Citi was given an 18 U.S.C. § 1001 warning and consented to an
interview. The Representative of Citi signed a written acknowled gement of the warning
[attached],

2. The Representative of Citi was laid off from Citibank on December 15,2008. Atthe
time he was laid off he was Community Relations Officer for Brooklyn and Staten Island

3. The Representative of Citi joined Citi in December 2003, He had previously worked for
Chase in a similar capacity. Chase sponsored previous Caribbean Multinational Business
Conferences. The Representative of Citi attended the conference when he was at Chase.
Chase was the first financial institution to act as a sponsor at the conference.

4. When he came to Citi, he was told to “lead the charge” in terms of Citi’s participation in
the conference. His superiors made the decision that Citi should participate.
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5. The Representative of Citi’s direct supervisor was Eileen Aulden, New York State
Director; she reported to Kathy Ebanks, Regional Director. Eric Eve, Senior Vice
President for Community Relations headed the Representative of Citi’s department. Mr.
Eve made the decision to support the conference and decided on the dollar amount. The
Representative of Citi was in charge of managing Citi’s participation.

6. Citi donated $75,000 to support the conference. Citi was the only “senior” sponsor. The
money was specifically for the conference. Citi did not put any specific restrictions on
how the money could be used to support the conference. The check came from Citi’s
sponsorship budget and was ejther made out to the Carib News or the Carib News
Foundation.

7. Inprevious years the amount Citi donated was less. In 2007 it was $50,000.

8. Karl Rodney chose the location of the conference. Governments in the region made bids
to host the conference.

9. The only person from the conference that the Representative of Citi dealt with was
Rodney. The Representative of Citi met with Rodney on 5 occasions between May and
November 2008. These meetings concerned the program at the conference and Citi’s
participation in it. These meetings were not about the amount of Citi’s sponsorship or to
negotiate that in any way. The Representative of Citi described this interaction as a
“dialogue” with Rodney. Rodney was receptive to suggestions about the program.

10. At these meeting the Representative of Citi would tell Rodney how he would like to
“position” Citi at the conference. Citi participated in the luncheon, with Eve as a keynote
speaker, and in workshops that fit their business. The lunch topic was set by Rodney.
The Representative of Citi then tried to “position” Eve in a complimentary way. The
Representative of Citi recalls suggesting to Rodney that Citi could do a workshop on
financial education.

—
=

. Rodney did not present a written agenda for the conference before any of their 5
meetings. The first time the Representative of Citi saw a written agenda was a week or a
week and a half before the conference began in early November. The Representative of
Citi recalls seeing a draft agenda. He was shown the drafi agenda submitted to the
Comnmittee on Standards of Official Conduet [attached as Exhibit B] and said he saw
some version of the drafl agenda but not this specific one. Ile did recall seeing the panel
entitled, “Creative Financial Solutions” on page 9 of Exhibit B. He said when he saw
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that panel he thought he could participate in the panel and talk about foreclosures. He
“vetted” that topic internally at Citi and then proposed it to Rodney and Rodney agreed.

12. The Representative of Citi attended the dinner on Thursday night. He does not recall
Congressman Payne speaking.

13. The Representative of Citi participated in the ribbon cutting with members of Congress,
host government officials and major sponsors on the Friday morning of the conference.
The Representative of Citi got sick on Friday and missed the evening event.

>

14. Eve did not have a sit-down meeting with the members of Congress in attendance to the
Representative of Citi’s knowledge.

15. The Representative of Citi did not have more than “cursory” conversations with the
Members of Congress who attended. He saw all members that atiended more than once.
He saw most of them on Friday and had seen everyone by Saturday.

a.  The Representative of Citi recalled Congressman Rangel was there. The
Representative of Citi thought he first saw him on Friday and saw him on
Saturday. The Representative of Citi thought le saw him at different events.

b. The Representative of Citi saw Congressman Payne on more than one occasion.

c.  The Representative of Citi saw Representative Kilpatrick early on Friday. He
does not recall her speaking,

d.  The Representative of Citi saw Representative Thomson on Thursday; he saw him
on more than one occasion.

16. 300 to 350 people typically attended the event. It was open to anyone.

17. The conference was billed as the Carib News conference. Rodney is the publisher and
CEO of the Carib News. In May or June one would start seeing advertisements for the
conference on the back page of the Carib News. The Representative of Citi thought
Citi’s check went to the Carib News Foundation but did not know what the Foundation
did other than the conference. The Representative of Citi thought the conference was
“totally” financed by the sponsors. He did not know if Carib News pul up any money for
the conference.
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18. The Representative of Citi said Rodney saw the conference as an opportunity to position

the Carib News as the “voice of the Caribbean™ which is how the paper markets itself in
New York.

19. Citi saw the conference as offering Citi three benefits: (1) it sent a message to their
partners; (2) it was a business opportunity; and (3) it was good for Citi’s image.

20. The members of Congress lent the meeting “clout.”

2

- Sponsors also bought ad space in the Carib News. This was not part of their sponsorship
of the conference. Citi bought ad space in the Carib News.

22. The Representative of Citi also knows Rodney from the Board of the University of the
West Indies. Both he and Rodney are members and participate in telephone meetings
and, occasionally, in in-person meelings.

We certify that this memorandum contains all pertinent matter discussed with the Representative
of Citi on March 17, 2009.

Leo J. Wise Omar Ashmawy
Staff Director & Chief Counsel Investigative Counse!
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STROOCK

JOEL COHEN
DIRECT DIAL: 212-806-J
DIRECT FAX: 212-806-2644

I @s7ro0CK.COM

DANIELLE ALFONZO WALSMAN

DIRECT DIAL: 212-806

DIRECT FAX: 212-806-2607
(@STROOCK.COM

May 18, 2009

BY EMAIL AND REGULAR MAIL

Mr. Leo Wise

Staff Director & Chief Counsel

Office of Congressional Ethics

United States House of Representatives
1017 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515

Re: Request for Information, Review No. 09-2567

Dear Mr. Wise:

In response to your request for our clients’ voluntary cooperation regarding your
office’s questions pertaining to the Thirteenth Annual Caribbean Multi-National Business
Conference (the “Conference”), we submit the following responses. Based upon our review of
the questions and our multiple conversations with your office, we believe that these responses
contain the information that you are seeking. As with our previous production, to the extent that
the Freedom of Information Act is applicable to any submissions made to the Office of
Congressional Ethics, our clients hereby request that the information provided be treated
confidentially.

The Host country participated in the Conference as follows: (1) developed local
Host Committees to facilitate local planning, (2) helped to negotiate the rate with the hotel,
(3) assisted in developing the theme of the Conference, (4) assisted in identifying local speakers,
including the Leader of Government, (5) assisted in local publicity, (6) provided local
entertainment, including a school choir and cultural items, (7) arranged Host Country Evening on
Friday, November 8 (the group was transported to another property for refreshments and
entertainment), (8) helped with local transportation for some Carib News employees and helped
arrange accommodations for some guests (not paying for such accommodations), (9) participated
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Leo Wise, Esq.
May 18, 2009
Page 2

as event Speakers, and (10) issued invitations to attend to specially invited guests. The Host
Country provided no funds towards the cost of the Conference.

The cost for members of the public to attend the conference for the four days and
three nights was $840.00 for double occupancy or $1085.00 for single occupancy. The cost of
attendance covered room accommodations, meals, and admission to the Conference
presentations.

The attending Members of Congress participated in sessions relevant to their
Committee assignments in Congress and demonstrated interest in a particular subject matter. For
example, Congressman Bennie Thompson spoke at presentations on Hemispheric Security and
Immigration/ Deportees, Congresswoman Donna Christensen spoke at a Town Hall Forum on
Health, and Congressman Charles Rangel spoke at presentations on Haiti and the Caribbean, and
the current crises facing them. In addition, all of the Members of Congress participated in a
session with the local Ministers of Government to discuss issues of interest to the Caribbean
region. Though correspondence with the Members of Congress indicated that a memo of the
Closed Door Session would be distributed after the Conference, no such memo was ever drafted
or distributed.

The total cost of the Conference approached $300,000. These costs included
direct expenses such as travel, event planner fees, local staffing, and hotel payments, as well as
Carib News operating expenses for the purpose of the preparation and implementation of the
Conference. The Conference costs were paid using (1) registration fees by the attending guests,
(2) contributions from corporate participants, some to Carib News and others to Carib News
Foundation, and (3) general funds of Carib News. Each of three sources of funding was pooled
together to pay the various expenses.

If you have any questions regarding this information, please do not hesitate to
call.

Ol i~

Danielle Alfonzo Wdtsman

STROOCK & STROOCK & LAVAN LLP *+ NEW YORK + LOS ANGELBS *+ MIAMI
180 MAIDEN LANE, NEW YORK, NY 10038-4982 TBL 212.806.5400 FAX 212.806.6006 WWW.STROOCK.COM

09-3698 0081
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STEVEN R. ROSS
202.887. N fax: 202.887.4288
Il @akingurmp.com
March 31, 2009

Mr. Leo J, Wise

Staff Director and Chief Counsel
Office of Congressional Ethics
1017 Longworth Building
Washington D.C. 20515

Re: Citigroup, Inc. Production
Dear Leo:

On behalf of our client, Citigroup Inc.. we are providing you with two documents in response to
your oral request of March 17, 2009. Please find a copy of a solicitation letter to support the
2008 Caribbean Multi-National Business Conference. dated April 4, 2008, from Carib News
Foundation to our client. In addition, please find a copy of both the front and back of check
number 5006611264, dated June 13, 2008, payable to Carib News Inc. in the amount of’
$75.000.00. A search of our client’s records has not uncovered any evidence of a receipt being
provided for the above-mentioned check. We will produce this document should it be identified.

The documents we are producing today are confidential and proprietary in nature. and have been
marked accordingly. We ask that these documents be kept confidential by your Office and your
staff. Notwithstanding our request that these documents be kept confidential, due to their
sensitivity, we ask that your oftice or staff provide us with notice and an opportunity to be heard
betore disclosure of any information from these documents to any third parties.

In addition, we are providing you with an original signed document of Michael Flanigan dated
March 23, 2009. acknowledging the False Statements Act.

Please let me know if you have any questions.

Sincerely,

Steven R. Ross

U3, Btrauss Guildiag /1532 Nowe Heapshire pvenie, 8.9, « Washington, & . 20038-1 564 / 202087 B000 | fane: Z02.887.4208 ¢ wunw akic
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Carib News Foundation
A " 7 West 36th Street, Sth floor, New York, NY 10018
a7 Tel: (212) 944- Il Fax: (212) 944-2089
BUSINESS E-mail: [lll@caribnewsconference.com
TOGETHER

April 04, 2008

Mr. Eric Eve

Senior Vice President
Community Relations
Global Consumer Group
Citigroup Inc.

850 Third Avenue, 12th floor
New York, NY/1,0022

Do

Dear Mr: Eve:

Fof the past twelve years, the annual Caribbean Multi-National Business Conference
has been instrumental in encouraging investment, cross-border trade and business
partnerships, the role played by executives of major corporations, medium and
small-size businesses and entrepreneurs, and deepens the connections with key
elected officials.

Your support and that of CITI went a long way to make the Conference a success,
and has fostered on-going growth in business achievements and impactful policy
decisions. We appreciate your encouragement, your personal participation, and the
very stature your presence brings to the Conference. We do get concrete results and
expressed appreciation of new opportunities.

We can assure you that all the key stakeholders, Members of Congress, Heads and
Ministers of Government, Elected Officials, Community and Business Leaders are all
aware and appreciative of yours and CITI'S participation in this very important
mission.

This year, the Thirteenth Annual Conference is scheduled to be held in St. Maarten,
November 6 - 9, 2008, and promises to further strengthen and expand on the work
done by many of the Caribbean countries developing economies, in collaboration
with the emerging markets initiatives in the US. The quality of the sessions and the
high level of participation is now legendary, and is anxiously awaited each year.

Enclosed is a Power Point presentation of the sponsorship opportunities the
Conference provides, and also a program and recap of the 2006-2007 Conference.
We know of your interest to deepen the CITI local, regional and global connections,
and I know the Conference can achieve that. It is our sincere wish that this
presentation motivates your sponsorship.

Organized by Carib News Foundation. -\ non-profit project 501-C3 corporation

09-3698 0085
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S

We would be happy to answer any questions you might have or to fill in any detail.
I can be reached by e-mail: [N, caribnews.com OF (212) 944

Because we know of your busy schedule, T will also follow up with your office to
ascertain interest level.

Thanks for your kind consideration.

Best regards,

President

Karl B. Rodney
Publisher/CEO

09-3698 0086
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Bourd
David Skaggs, Chair — Porter Goss. Co-Chair
Yvonne Buri Jay Eq
Karan English William Frenzel
Allison Hayward Abner Mikva

Lea S Wise, Staff Director & Chief Counsel
1017 Longworth House Office Building
1202) 225-9739

(202) 226-0997 far

email address: oce@mail. house.gon
website address: acehouse.gov

OrFICE OF CONGRESSIONAL ETHICS
UNITED STATES HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
WASHINGTON, DC 20515

Mr. Frank Weber

Internal Revenue Service

Freedom of [nformation Reading Room
I'T11 Constitution Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20224

March 31, 2009
Dear Mr. Weber,

Thank you for talking with me this afternoon and for offering to help me with this request. |
need to know if Carib News Charities filed a 990-PF for tax years 2006, 2007, and 2008 (1 have
included tax year 2008 in the event that the foundation filed before the filing deadline). [
understand that the organization is not required to file if it did not receive donations in excess of
$25,000. If the foundation has filed a 990-PF for 2006, 2007, or 2008, we would like to have a
copy of the tax form(s). In the event that it takes several days, weeks, or months to receive the
requested copies, it would be helpful to have an answer to the question whether the organization
) has filed and for what year(s) tax form(s) exist.

it is our understanding that the organization also does business as Carib News Foundation;
however, Carib News Foundation is not found in Publication 78.

My telephone number is 202-225-9739 and my email is Elizabeth.hortongumail.house. gov,
Thank you again for your help with this matter.

Sincerely,

Eltzabeth Horton

PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER

09-3698 0104
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rom 4506-A Request for Public Inspection or Copy
(Rev. January 2009) of Exempt or Political Organization IRS Form OMB No. 1545-0495

Department of the Treasury

Degariment of the Trea: Type or print clearly. Request may be rejected if the form is incomplete or illegible.

You may not have to complete Form 4506-A to get the copies you need.

® Internet. Form 8871, Political Organization Notice of Section 527 Status, and Form 8872, Political Organization Report of
Contributions and Expenditures, are available for inspection and printing from the Internet. The website address for both
forms is www.irs.gov/palorgs.

® Public di Ure by the it Exempt or political organizations must make their returns, reports, notices, and
exempt applications available for public inspection. You can visit the organization to inspect the material instead of requesting
it from the IRS. The organization may be able to mail the copies to you.

1 Exempt or political organization. If a multiple request, please attach list of names, forms, and tax years.

CAls News Copdimes

Address ~

LOZST Blathe STREET B0 §

City or tawn, state, and ZIP code

Naoglmfu& Y 100k

2 Requester

" OEEICE OF CONCRESSIONBL ETICS "Bt foarod

| Employer identification number (if known)

363532050

Address Phane
(017 _Coneisolr o ine (202, 224 - 9339
City or town, state, and ZIP code — ) Date
(whsthnaon , (DC. 20515 3/31/04
3 Category of requester: [ ] Commercial user O Non-commercial sgientific institution
You must check abox. [] Educational institution [ ] Media D/:fome.s

4 Reason for request. All requesters except for commercial users must provide an explanation of how the records will be used to avoid being
charged the commercial rate. Attach additional sheets if necessary.

e CoNmN__ Lotemier FouN0ingn fecaisd  Fundinde, Ta
T Yerds 2000 200F Dok
Lines 5-9. For each applicable form, check the box(es) for the item(s) you are requesting. You may request more than one form. For each form

requested, check either the copy, inspection, or CD/DVD box and enter the specific tax year(s), as indicated. If ordering a partial set on CD/DVD,
indicate the format, state(s), and months) requested.

5 Form 990, Form 990-EZ . U comw Format: O Alchemy [ Raw
[f Copy [ inspection State(sy ;s _ .
Tax year(s) requested: | D I,; [ S Months: S

6 Form 990-PF O comvo Format: [ Atchemy [ Raw
Copy [ Inspection H H

. . Statefs) ;|
Tax year(s) requested:t’zuﬂe 9\0_03; 9‘&&(‘(#‘1@0\ Months: —____; H

7 Form 990-T (501(c)(3) organizations filed after 8/17/2006) O comvo Format: [ Alchemy [ Raw
Copy [ inspection . State(s): : )
Tax yeauls) tequested: ___ ; __; . Months: ;. |
8 Form 5227 $ Form 1023, 1024 or Determination Letter
O copy O inspection O copy [ mspection
Tax year(s) requested: H 3 — . Tax year(s) requested: [ —

IRS Use Only

The form above was it by {name of ) IRS office where inspection was made
Signature of employee present at inspection Date
For Privacy Act and Paperwork Reduction Act Notice, see the separate instructions. Cat. No. 41722P Form 4506-A (Rev. 1-2009)

09-3698 0105
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OGBEN UT 84201-9058

OFFICE OF CONGRESSIONAL ETHICS
ATTN: ELIZABETH HORTON
1017 LONGWORTH BUILDING
WASHINGTON DC 20515
CUT OUT AND RETURN THE VOUCHER AT THE
EVEN IF YOU ALSO HAVE AN INQUIRY.
S

BOTTOM OF THIS PAGE IF YOU ARE MAKING A PAYMENT,

\
The IRS address must appear in the windaw.

0412606945
BODCD~TE

INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE

OBDEN UT  84201-0058
LRI Y Y AT T RN I

Use for payments

Letter Number: LTR3983C
Letter Date 2009-06-17
Tax Period : 000000

(MIVEHT AT

¥133632050%

OFFICE OF CONGRESSIONAL ETHICS
ATTN: ELIZABETH HORTON

1017 LONGWORTH BUILDING
WASHINETON DC 20515

09-3698 0106

133L32050 RY CARI 00 2 000000 w70 00000000000
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Y B S G Revenue Servicd.

In reply refer to: 0412606945

OGDEN UT 84201-0058 Apr. 17, 2009 LTR 3983C El
13-3632050 000000 00 00O
00027842
BODC: TE

OFFICE OF CONGRESSIONAL ETHICS
ATTN: ELIZABETH HORTON

1017 LONGWORTH BUILDING
WASHINGTON DC 20515

Taxpaver Identification Number: 13-3432050
Organization: Carib News Charities, Inc.

Form(s): 990PF

Tax Period(s): May 31, 2006 May 31, 2007
May 31, 2008

Dear Requester:

We received your Mar. 31, 2009, request for a copy of the

Form(s) 990PF relating to the organization(s) identified above.

Enclosed is a copy of the form(s) vou requested. We are unable to
=, provide a copy of the form(s) requested for the following tax
period(s): °

May 31, 2006

We regret that we can not provide a photocopy of return(s) for the
organization(s) and year(s) vou requested. There are a varietv of
reasons why these returns are not available, for example:

- the organization mav not be required to file the reguested
return because its gross receipts are $25,000 or less.

~ the organization may be included in a group ruling and the
parent may have filed a group return.

- the organization may have received an extension of time to file.

- Processing of the organization's return may not be complete.

- return(s) are destroyed after a certain number of tax vears.

~ the organization mav not be required to file.

If vou have any questions, please write us at the address shown at
the top of the first page of this letter. Or, vou may call us toll
free at 1-877-829-5500.

Whenever vou write, please include this letter and, in the spaces
below, give us your telephone number with the hours we can reach
vou. Please keep a copy of this letter for vour records.

Telephone Number ( bl Hours

09-3698 0107
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T[%.[S IS A COPY OF A LIVE RETURN FROM SMIPS. OFFICIAL USE ONLY.

¢

990'PF Return of Private Foundation Q OMB No_1545-0052
Form or Section 4947(a)(1) Nonexempt Charitable Trust @\q
Treated as a Private Foundation 2@0 5
Deparimant of ho Tieasury
Intermal Reverwe Semice Note: The may be able to use a copy of thrs retum to salisfy state reporting
For calendar year 2005, or tax year beginning June 1 » 2005, and ending May 31 .20 06

G Check all that apply. [ tnitial return  [] Final return ] Amended return [ ] Address change [] Name change

uSe the IRS | Name of organization A Employer Identification number
label. Carib News Charities Inc 13:3632050
O"glr'i:’!'sen Humber and streat (or PO box mumber 1f mailis not delvered o stroet addiess) | Roomisutle | B Telephone number (see page 10 of tha mstructons)
of type, |15 West 3th Street 13 [0
ﬁf;n';mmns ﬁv‘v W\:Mm :;e‘[g; :': code © it exempon appication s pending, check here - [
-[New Yo
D 1. Foreign ,check here . . »
H Check type of organization: [/ Section 501(c}(3) exempt private foundation 2. Foreign organizations meating the 85% test,
[ Section 4847(a)(1) pt trust [T Other taxable pnvate foundation check here and atach computation . % []
1 Far market value of all assets at end |J Accounting method: /] Cash [ Accrual [© ”né’;‘!i;!‘;:"s“;}ﬁ,ﬂ‘fé{}' ":ne“é:sh:'amm:ﬂw a
of year (from Part ll, col. (c), [J Other {specify) F I the foundation is 1n a 60-month termunation
fine 16) > $ (Part I, columyi (o) must be an cash basrs | under sestion SOTRIE), check here .+ [
Analysis of Revenue and Expenses (The fofal of {a) Rovenue and (d} Disbursements.
amounts in columns (v}, (c), and (o) may not necessanly cqual oxponses per | () Net mvestment | (e} Adjusted met tor chartzble
the amounts i column (a) (see page 11 of the mstructions} ) baoks inor ncome (cash Bacs only)
Contribuions, gifls, grants, elc , received (attach schedule) Q ”52% P T P "

Gheck [ ithe foundation s not requred to attach Sch B

Interest on savings and temporary cash

Dividends and interest from .

S5aGrossrents . . . . . . . - .
b Net rentat income or {loss)

6a Net gan or {loss) from sale of assets not on line 10
b Gross sales price for all assets on line 63

7 Capttal gan net iIncome (from Part 1V, tine 2) .

8 Net short-term capital gan , , . PO

9 fncome moddficatons . . . . . . . .

10a Gross sales less returns and al!uwances

b Less: Cost of goods sold. . 3 X

c Gross profit or (loss) (attach .. : 3

11 Other income (attach schedule) . . 3 g "H.q,g_iﬁ‘l CORR

12_Total. Add imes 1 through 11 . . s {RS + OSC -645

13 Compensatioh of officers, directors, trustees, elc

14 Other employee salaries and wages . . . . ﬂllﬁﬂ 2007

162 Logm oo oo semecam L T

e . . . ..

b Accounting fees (attach schedule) ... Q(JDEMZUTA[}

c Other prc fees (attach -

17 lInterest . .| | .

PRI

Revenue

A ﬁL‘[’; 05’2%

00072

042%7

e 4ol

18 Taxes

20 Occupancy . . .

JAN 1 5 2008
g and Administrative Expenses

19 Depreciation {attach schedule) and depletmn .

21 Travel, conferences, and meeungs e
22 Pnnting and publications, . PR
23 Other expenses (anach schedu[e) PR
24

Total

=0 Addtines 13 mmughzs .. ..
8- 25 Contnbutions, gifts, grants paid

7%
GQ— 26_Total exponses and disbursements, Add Lnes 24 and 25
27 Subtract line 26 from tne 12:
a Excess &
b Net investment income (f negative, enter -0-)
< Adjusted net income {if negative, enter -0-) . N
For Privacy Act and Paperwork Reduction Act Notice, see the lnstructions. Cat No 11289 Form 990-PF eops)
R eh 1
| ]

THIS IS A CO_PY OF A LIVE RETURN FROM SMIPS.

09-3698 0108

OFFICIAL USE ONLY.
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THIS IS A COPY OF A LIVE RETURN FROM SMIPS. OFFICIL... USE ONLY.

Form 990-PF @oos) Page 2
Attactied schedulzs and amaunts in the desenipban column|_Begining of year End of year
EETE Balance Sheets Gt end-atyeat amounts anly {See mSUUTHONS )| ™ o) Bock Vot ) Book Vatus | (0] Far Mariat Vares
1 Cash—non-interest-bearng : . . . . _ [ Y N
2 Savings and temporary cash investments . . | | | | v
3 Accounts receivable >

Less: allowance for doubtiul accounts »
Pledges receivable ™. ... ..

Less: allowance for doubtiul accounts M ___
Grants recewable , , _ .

a

o

FReceivables due from officers, directors, trustees, and other
disqualified persons (attach schedule) (see page 15 of the
instructions) ... L L 0 0
Other notes and loans recewable (attach schedule) »-
Less allowance for doubtivl accounts »-, ..
8 Inventones forsaleoruse. . . . . . . ., . . .
Prepaid expenses and deferred chages . . . | _ , .|
10a US and state {attach schedule)
b Investments—corporate stock (attach schedule) , . .
¢ Investments—corporate bonds {attach schedule) .
11 Investmenis—land, buildings, and equipment basis
Less accumulaled depreciation {attach schedule) »-_
12 Investments—mongage loans . .
13 ther (attach .
14 Land, butldings, and equipment- basis »-_
Less accumulated depreciation (attach schedule) »-_
15  Other assets RS
16 Total assets (to be completed by all flers—see page 16 o
the nslruclions Also, see page f.tem f) . . . . ya

o

~

Assets
@

! ‘) N
<\ Vv o

[N &

17 Accounts payable and accrued expenses
18 Grants payable . .

19 Deferred revenuve, , . C e e . -
20 Loans from officers, directors, trustees, and oth

21 Mortgages and other notes payable ane;%
22 Other liabilties (describe b

H __{23 Total liabilities {add hines 17 though22). . . . . . .
' Organizations that follow SFAS 117, check here b [] .
and complete lines 24 through 26 and Jines 30 and 31.

24 Unrestncted . . . . . . . |
25 Temporarly restricted . . . . . [
26 Permanently restncted , ce e e - —
Organizations that do ot follow SFAS 117, checkhere » [

and complete lines 27 through 31.

27 Captal stock, trust principal, or cument funds . . . .
28 Paig-in or capital surplus, or fand, bidg., and fund
23 R Ngs, income, , or other funds
30 Total net assets or fund balances (see page 17 of the N :
instruct«ons)..........A. . . 2N Q

31 Total liabilities and net {see page 17 of

thewmstructions) . . . . - Q &
LLEEdNI} Analysis of Changes in Net Assets or Fund Balances

1es

Liabi

l Net Assets or Fund Balances

1 Total net assets or fund balances at beginning of year—Part II, column (a), fine 30 {must agree with
end-of-year figure reported on prior year's return). - c e
2 Enter amount from Part |, line 27a, PP
- 3 Other ncreases not included in line 2 (itemize) »-
4.Addines1,2,and3 . ., . . . . .
T 5 Decreases not included in tine 2 (itemize) >
6 Total net assets or fund balances at end of ye:

munus ne S)—Part (I, cotumn (b}, line 30 )

2
3
4
5
6

(hne

Form S90-PF (2005)

09-3698 0109
THIS IS A COPY OF A LIVE RETURN FROM SMIPS. OFFICIAL USE ONLY.
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THIS IS A COPY OF A LIVE RETURN FROM SMIPS. OFFICIAL USE ONLY.

Form 990-PF (2005) Page 3
Imln Capital Gains and Losses for Tax on In Income
How cqurad]
{a} List and descnbe the kind(s) of property sold (e g. real estate, () oq (c) Date acquired () Date soid
2-story bk warehouse, or Comman stock, 200 s MG Co) P urchase e s {mo . day, yr}
1a ()\
b
(3
d
e
{0 Depreciation allowed (9) Cast or other basis () Gamn or floss)
fe} Gross sales prce b slowatie) plus expense of sale (@ plus ) minus (g)
3 =
b
c
d
e

Complete only for assets showing gain in column (i) and owned by the faundalion on 12731768

o are Gol ) gon s
less
@ FMV as of 12/31/68 () Adwsted bosis W e ieo o o ot s the e

o oo (oo

¥ (loss), enter -0- in Part], ne

3 Net short-term capttal gain or (loss) as defined in sections 1222(5) apTE).

If gasn, also enter in Part{, iine 8, column (c) (see Ppages 13 and 17 gFth ructions).
if (oss), enter -0- in Part ), ine 8 _
Qualification Under Sectmn 4940 6] for Red
(For optional use by domestic pavate foundations subject rb
If section 4940(d){2) applies, leave tivs part biank. Q
Was the organization hable for the section 4942 t ‘distnbutatle amount of any year i the base penod? [J Yes [ to
If "Yes,” the orgamization does not qualfy undK 4840(e). Do not complete this part

N

2 Capital gain net income o {net capital loss) { If gain, also enter n Pa;l(b{x‘\e g) }

tion 4940(a) tax on net nvestment income.)

1 Enter the amount In each A3 each year; see page 18 of the instructions before making any entnes.
. (a) ) (c) {d}
Base penod a b
Calendar yosr (or tar your b begnnngmy | Adusted ““‘”":‘lr‘g Net valua of assels (cot «df.‘:“m?c‘?:“ﬁ‘c",x ()
2004
2003
2002
2001
2000
2 Total of e 1, column {d) . . . . . . . T2
3 Average distribution ratio for the 5-year base penod-—dwlde me lulal on Ime 2 by S, of by
the number of years the foundation has been In existence If less than Syears, , . 3
4 Enter the net value of noncharitable-use assets for 2005 from Part X.bre5, . |, . . 4
. 5 Multiply tne dbytné3 . . . . . 1s
' .
6 Enter 1% of net investment income (1% of PartLne27b) . . . . . . . . . . . |6
7Addl|n55and6......,_.44....A...\....«L_
8 Enter qualdying distnbutions from Part XII, fice 4 . . . L8 |

if ine 8 1s equal to or greater than hine 7, check the bnx n Part VI Inne 1b and cump!ete thak part using a 1% tax rale See

the Part Vi instructions gn page 18.

Form 990-PF @oos)
i 09-3698 0110
THIS_IS .A. COPY OF A -LIVE RETURN FROM-SMIPS.. OFFICIAL USE ONLY.
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THIS IS A COPY OF A LIVE RETURN FROM SMIPS. OFFICIAL USE ONLY.

JForm 890-PF (2005) .

Exempt operating foundations descabed i section 4340(d)2), check here » [ and enter “N/A™ on line 1.
Date of ruling fetter: (attach copy of ruling letter ifnecessary—see instructions)
b Domestc organizations that meet the section 4940(e) requirements Part V, check
here » [J and enter 1% of Part I, ne 27b. . | S T
Al other domestic organizations enter 2% of ling 27b Exempt faretpn organizations enter 4% of Part 1, ne 12, col {b)

[

2 Tax under section 511 {domestic section 4947(a)(1) trusts and taxable foundations only. Others enter -04
3 Addlnestand2. . | | Tt T toe e
4 Subtille A (income) tax (domestic section 4947(a)(1) trusts and taxable foundatians only. Others enter -049.
§ Tax based on investment income. Subtract line 4 from hine 3. If zero or less, enter -0-
&  Credits/Payments.
a 2005 estimated tax Payments and 2004 overpayment credited o 2005
b Exempt foreign organizations—tax withheld at source [
© Tax paid with application for extenston of time to file (Form 8866)
d Backup withholding eroneously withheld, . . . S N

7 Total credits and Payments. Add lines 6a through6d . ., | | L
8  Enter any penalty for underpayment of estimated tax. Check here (7 if Form 2220 is attached,
9 Taxdue. i the total of lines 5 and 8 1s more than line 7, enter amount owed . .
10 Overpayment. !f ine 7 1s more than the total of lines § and 8, enter the amount overpaid. . | p
11 Enter the amount of line 10 1o be Credited to 2006 estimated tax » >
L RUITY Statements Regarding Activities
1a During the tax year, did the organization atternpt to nfluence any national, state, or Im:ql legistation or did

1t participate or intervene in any polttical campaign? . . Py o T <L .
b Did it spend more than $100 during the year (either directly or mdwecy)fcay(mal purposes (see page

19 of the nstructions for definton)? . |, | e 0% - -
If the answer 1s “Yes" to 1a or 1b, attach a detajed description of ¢@» hvilies and copres of any materials
published or distributed by the organization in connection wifi the agiwities.

Did the organization file Form 1120-POL. for this year? | A R T

Enter the amount (if any) of tax on polrtical expendtures (; n 4955) imposad dunng the year:

(1) On the organization » § (2) @n bl >5
e Enter lhe rembursement {fany) paid by the organifanon Jyﬁ’ng the year for political expenditure tax imposed

on organization managers » $

2 Has the organczation engaged tn any acuvmz have not previously been reported to the IRS?

If “Yes,” attach a detarled description of achvities.
3 Has the organization made any changes, n‘:%’éwnus!y reported to the IRS, in its goveming mstrument, articles

a o

of mcorporation, or bylaws, or other simiar If “Yes,” attach a coni copy of the changes 3 Z
1 4a Did the organization have unrelated business gross income of $1,000 or more dunng the year? | | | (4a | |
i £ W ¥es,” has it fld a tax return on Form 990-T for this year? . R I N W
13 5 Was there a liquidation, terminatton, drissolution, or substantiat contraction during the year?. | | | _5\_ .

I “Yes," attach the slaternent required by General Instruction T.
6  Are the requrements of section 508(e) (relating to sections 4941 through 4945) satisfied either.
*® By language n the goveming instrument, or
' * By state legislation that effectively amends the governing nstrument so that no mandatory directions
! that conflict with the state law remam n the governing instrument? , | | | - e .
I 7 D the organuzation have at least $5,000 in assels at any tme dunng the year? if “Yes,” complete Part ll, col (c), and Part XV.

Ba Enter the states to which the foundation reports or with which 1t 1s registered {see page 19 of the
i e
b if the answer 15 "Yes" to line 7, has the organization fumished a €opy of Form 990-FF to the Attomey
i General {or designate) of each state as required by General Instruction G? If "No," attach explanation .
| 2 Is the organization claiming status as a pnvate operating foundation within the meaning of section 494 2()(3)
or 4342()(5) for calendar year 2005 or the taxable year beginrung in-2005 (see nstructions for Part XIV on
page 20211 “Yes," complete Part Xt . . . . . . . . . e .
10 Odany g the lax year? f “Yes, ” attach g th adyi
11 0d the organization comply with the public inspection requirements for s annuaf retums and exemption application?
Web site address »
12 The books are in care of »
locatedat®» . P44 »
{ . 13 Section 4947(a)(1) nonexempt charitable trusts fling Form 990-PF in liey of Form 1041—Check here
T and enter the amount of tax-exem t interest received or accrued dunn, the ye: 13

Telephone no. >

Form 990-PF (2005)
‘ 09-3698 0111
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THIS IS A COPY OF 2 LIVE RETURN FROM SMIPS. OFFICIAL USE ONLY.

Form 890-PF (2005)
LELIUEEY Statements Regarding Activitios for Which Form 4720 May Be Requil

-

a

o

o

o

T

o

5a

o

6a

o

File Form 4720 if any item is checked in the “Yes" column, unless an exception applies.
Duning the year did the organization (either directly or indirectly):
(1) Engage in the sale or exchange, or leasing of property with a disqualified person? [ Yes [ No
(2) Borrow money from, tend money to, or otherwise extend credit to {or accept 1t from)

adisqualified person?. . . - v .. .. Dves One
3) Furnish goods, services, or facihities to {or accept them from) a disqualified person? [J Yes [ WNo
(4) Pay compensation to, or Ppay or reimburse the expenses of, a disqualified person? [ Yes [ No
{5} Traasfer any income or assets to a disqualified person {or make any of either avalable

for the benefit or use of a disqualified person)? , . . . v e e o e o .. Oves Owe
(6} Agree to pay money or property to a government official? {Exception. Check “No"

if the organization agreed to make a grant to or to employ the official for a penod

after termination of government service, If terminating within 90 days.)
Ifany answer 1s “Yes” to 1a{1}-6}, did any of the acts fail to qualify under the exceptions described in Regulations
section 53 4941(d}-3 or in a current notice regarding disaster assistance (see page 20 of the 7

Organizations relying on a current notice regarding disaster assistance check here | e |

Did the organization engage in a prior year in any of the acts described In 12, other than excepted acts,
that were not corrected before the first day of the tax year beginning in 20057 . e e .
Taxes on failure to distnbute income (section 4842) (does not apply for years the organization was a pnvate
operating foundation defined in section 4842()3) or 4942()(5)):

Atthe end of tax year 2005, did the orgamization have any undsstributed incorne {imes 6d

and Ge, Part XIl) for tax year(s) beginning before 20052, . . . . Oves Owo
if “Yes,” ist the years b 20

Are there any years listed 1n 2a for which the organization 1s not applyiny prr%;&lons of section 4942(a)(2)
(relating to mcorrect valuation of assets) to the year's undistnbuted xﬂcnm ? (I applying section 4942(a)(2)
e

to all years listed, answer “No” and attach statement—see page 24 {he Instructions.) . ., ., . .

If the provistons of section 4942(2)(2) are being applied to any Q):h) -ars sted in 2a, Iist the years here.
20,2 ...,20 ... 2.

Dud the organization hold more than a 2% direct or qndf

Interest in any business
enterpnse at any time dunng the year? . . - e ..

. . . Oves Owo
If “Yes,” did 1t have excess business hotdings m aresult of (1) any purchase by the organization
or disqualified persons after May 26, 1969; eNapse of the 5-year penod (or longer period approved
by the Commussioner under section 4g4: (c)( dispose of holdings acquired by gift or bequest; or (3)
the lapse of the 10-, 15-, or 20-year first‘phase holding penod? (Use Schedule C, Form 4720, to determme
if the organization had excess business hol hgs in 2005) . | e e e e e e e
Did the organization invest dunng the year any amatint n a manner that would jeopardize its chantable purposes?
Did the organization make any investment in a prior year (but after December 31,1969) that could jeopardize its chantable
pumose that had not been removed from feopardy before the lirst day of the tax year beginnng 1n 20057 , .
During the year did the organization pay or incur any amount to:

(1) Cany on propaganda, or otherwise attempt to mfluence legistation (section 4945(e))? [l ves [ o
{2) Infivence the outcome of any specific public election {see section 4955); or to canry

on. directly or indirectly, any voter registration drve? . , . . e o .. Oves One
(3) Provide a grant to an indwidual for travel, study, or other simular purposes?. . . [dves [JNo
(4) Provideagranttoan otherthana etc.,

In sectron 509(a)(1), (2), or (3), or section 4940(d)(2}? e v v o o oL DOves One
{5) Prowde for any purpose other than religious, chantable, scientific, Iiterary, or

educational purposes, or for the prevention of cruelty to children or animals? . . [Jves [One
If any answer s “Yes” to 5a{1)-{5), did any of the transactions fail to qualify under the exceptions descnbed in
Regulations section 53,4945 orin a current notice regarding disaster assistance (see page 20 of tho instructions)?

Organizations relying on a current notice regarding disaster assistance check here, . . . >
1f the answer Is “Yes” to question 5a(4), does the organization claim exemption from the
tax because it bility for the grant? . -« . Dves One

If “Yes," attach the statement requireq by Regulations section 53.4545—‘5{&), )

Did the organization, dunng the vyear, recewe any funds, directly or indirectly, to pay

premiums on a personal benefit contract? Co e v e e oo oo oo o0 DOves One
Did the organization, during the year, pay premiums, directly or indirectly, an a personal henefit contract?

If you answered “Yes" to 6b, also file Form 8670

< .. Oves Owe
K75
e} X

2b

|
RENR
P bk

&b A

Form 990-PF (2003}
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Form 950-PF {2005) Page 6

Part Vi information About Officers, Dj , Trustees, Foundation Manag, , Highly Paid Employees,
and Contractors

1_List all officers, directors, trustees, foundation managers and their compensation (see age 21 of the instructions). A
00 averago | fc) Campensaton (d) Contnbutions 1o

) T
us per week | (if not pald, enter | employeo beneid plans
devoted to positon -0-) and doferad

{a) Name and address (e) Expense account,

other allowances

2 Compensation of five highest-paid employees (other than those included on line 1—see page 21 of th

e instructions),
If none, enter “NONE."

) Tiie ong averago 1 Caninbtione 1o
Name and address of each employee paid mors than $50,000 s per week Compensauon | Smployes benait f(e} Expense account,
(3) Name and address of each cf loyee p: davn‘::ﬂegrpwngmn {c) \pens: Dk:\qs,;;’“:::’;w other allowances.
NOW Y T e
q,
<
-0
Total number of other employees paid over $50,000. . . . \n - . - . T »]
3 Five highest-paid i for A i e page 21 of the i i . If none, enter
“NONE.” ~_l’
o) Namo and address of each parson pard mee fhn $40,600 (6) Typs of service. (c) Compensation
.. AlO7TE- \ N o
TJotal number of others receiving over $50,000 for L N |

Part (X-A K ary of Direct Charitable Activiti

L=t the foundation's four largest direct chantable acimiies duang the tax year faclude relevant statsteal nformaion such es the aumber Exper .
of and other by convened, research papers produced, ete ss

1 sone-

L
Form 990-PF o0s)

09-3698 0113
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. Form 990.PF [2005) Page 7
LR} Summary of Program-Related Investments (see page 22 of the mstructions)
Descnbe the two forgest program-refated nvestments made by the foundation dunng the tax yeer on tines 1 and 2 Amount

1

Alt ather program-retated investments See page 22 of the mstructions.

TJotal. Add Ines 1 through 3 - -

ZNPd  Minimum Investment Return (Al domestic foundations must complete this part. Foreign foundations,
see page 22 of the instructions.)

1 Far market value of assets not used (or held for use) direcily 1n carrying out charitable, etc,
purposes;
Average monthly far market value of secunties,
Average of monthly cash balances T
Fair market vaiue of aif other assets (see page 23 of the mstructions)
Tolal(addlnnes1a,h.andc). . e e Ce e e
Reduction claimed for blockage or other factors reported on lines 1a and
1c (attach detatled explanaton) . . . | | | - -
2 Acquisition indebtedness applicable to ne 1 assets e o
3 Subtract line 2 from line 1d e L P ‘/\ e e L
4 Cash deemed held for chantable activiies. Enter 1%:% of Ine 3 ('c%aler amount, see page 23
of the nstuctions) ., | . e . |
5 Net value of noncharitable-use assets. Subtract fin 4
6 _Minimum investment returm, Enter 5% of line 5,
Distributable Amount (see page 23 of thy
foundations and certain foreign organizatiga

o anUTe

from Jine ter here and on Part V, ine 4

) (Section 4942()(3) and (1X5) private operating
and do not complete this part)

23

1 Mimmum investment return from Part X, line C e e o

2a Tax on investment income for 2005 from Pal mes. . |
b Income tax for 2005. (This dees not inc from Part v1)

© Addimes2aand2b |, _ . - . Soe e e oL
Distributable amount before adjustments Subtract line 2¢ from fine 1
Recovenes of amounts treated as qualifying distbutions .
Addtnes3and4 . | | Tt e e e oo,
Deduction from distnbutable amount (see page 24 of the mstructions) . . . . | .
Distributable amount as adjusted. Subtract line 6 from fine . Enter here and on Part XilI,
ne1 P - . .~ - ..

NoO s

m Qualifying Distributions (see page 24 of the instructions)

Amounts paid (incl g ad| ) to plish charitable, etc., purposes:
a E . conty . Qfits, etc.—total from Part 1, column (d), tme 26 . .

b Program-related nvestments—total from Part IX-B C e e e oL
2 Amounts paid to acquire assets used (or held for use) directly in carrying
purpOSES.V.A.....v... .
3  Amounts set aside for Specific chantable projects
a Surtability test (pnor IRS approvalrequired) . , . . | | S e e e e oL
b Cash distnbution test (attach the required schedule) . . . . | | - e ..

4 Qualifying distributions. Add lines 1a through 3b. Enter here and on Part V, tine 8, and Part Xi, ne 4

5 Organizations that qualiy under section 4940(s) for the reduced rate of tax on net investment
ncome. Enter 1% of Part |, line 270 {see page 24 of the Instructions) e . .

€ Adjusted qualifying distributions, Subtract ine 5 from line 4

Note: The amount on tine 6 will be used in Part V, column (), n Subsequent years when calculating whether the foundation
qualifies for the secton 4940(e) of tex m those years,

out charitable, etc.,

that satisfy the:

Form 990-PF {2005)

09-3698 0114
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, Form 990-PF [005) orge 8
fomosopreos
EIED ndistributed IHW
Distributable amount for 2005 from Part X1, Corpus Years prior to 200 2005

e 7. |
Undistnbuted income, if any, as of the end of 2004-
Enter amount for 2004 only . .
Total lor prior years: 20_,20_.20__
Excess distnbutions canryover, if any, to 2005.
From2000. . . . |

From2001 . . |

From 2002 .

N

@
oTe

From 2004 , PR
Total of lines 3a through e, P .
Qualifying distrbutions for 2005 from Part
Xil, ine 4: > $
Applied to 2004, but not more than fine 2a
Appled to undistnbuted mcome of prior years
{Election required—see page 25 of the instructionsy
Treated as distrbutions out of corpus (Election
required—see page 25 of the nstructions)
Applied to 2005 distnbutable amount .
Remaining amount distributed out of corpus
5 Excess distnbutions carryover applied to 2005
{ff an amount appears in column (d), the
same amount must be shown in column @)
6 Enter the net total of each column as
indicated below:
Comus. Add Ines 3, 4c. and de Subtract hne 5
Prior years' undistributed mcome. Subtract
Ine 4b from ne 2b . . | e

Enter the amount of prior years' umjns(nbl%;%/
2@ .

~“danoce

N

o

o

]

®a

o

4

o

mecome for which a notice of deficiency
been issued, or on which the section 494:
tax has been previously assessed . | .
Sublract line 6¢ from Ine &b, Taxable
amaunt—see page 25 of the Instructions .
Undistnbuted income for 2004, Subtract kine
4a from line 2a, Taxable amount—see page
25 of the mstructions ., . | .. .
Undistnbuted income for 2005. Subtract |%
kines 4d and 6 from fine 1. This amount must
be distnbuted 1n 2006 . -
7 Amounts treated as distnbutions out of
corpus to satisfy requirements imposed by
section 170(6{1XE) or 4942(q) (3) (see page
25 of the mstructions) |, . | ]
8  Excessdistnbutions carmyover from 2000 not )
applied on line 5 or line (see page 25 of '
the mstructions) ., | | e —\“‘—“\
9 Excess distributions camryover to 2006, .
Subtract ines 7 and 8 from e 6a .
10 Analysis of line 9:
a Excessfrom2001 .
b Excess from2002 . |
© Excess from 2003, .
d
e

&

e

L]

-

Excess from 2004 |
Excess from 2005

|

Form 990-PF (2005)
09-3698 0115
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e 26 of the instructions and Part VI-A,

a Il the foundation has received a ruling or determination letter that it s a prvate operating
foundation, and the ruling is effective for 2008, enter the date of the ruling >

b Check box ta indicate whether the orgamization is a pnyate operaling foundation described in section T 49420)3) or (1 49424)55)
2a  Enter the lesser of the adusted net Tax year Pror 3 years {0} Totat
income from Part | or the mimmum (o) 2005 e} Total
nvestment retum from Part X for each
yearhsted . . . . . | .
85%ofme2a . . . , - —_—
c Qualiying distnbutions from Part Xi,
line 4'for each year sted . ., . N
o Amounts tncluded m e 2¢ not used directly
for acive conduct of exempt aciaties , S A
e Oualiying distnbutions made directly
for active conduct of exempt actvities
Subtract kne 2d from e 2¢ . . —_ ] :
3  Complete 3a, b, or ¢ for the
altemative test relied upon,
a “Assets” alternative test—enter,
() Vaweofallassets . . , , | Tt
(2} Valie of assets qualfying
under section 4942()(3)(B}() — -_—t
b “Endowmenl” allemave test—enter %
of mnimum iavestment relum shown in
Panx‘lineﬁloreachyearhsted e —
© "Supporl” altemative test—enter: { E ,
(1) Total support other than gross q \
nvestment income (interest,
dividends, rents, Ppayments
on secunties loans (section
512a)(5), or royalties) . | —_—
{2) Support from generat public
5 or more exempt
organizations as. provided in
section 4942()(3)(8)(u) —_—
(3) Largest amount of support
from an exempt organwzation
(4) _Gross mvestment income
Y . "y R —
Supplementary Information {¢ plete this part only if the organization had $5,000 or more in
assets at any time during the year—see page 26 of the instructions.)
Toh ion Ry ing F tion M:
a  Ustany managers of the foundation who have contabuted more than 2% of the total contnbutions received by the foundation
before the close of any tax year (but only if they have contnbuted more than $5,000). (See section 507(d)(2))
b List any managers of the foundation who own 10% or more of the stock of a corporation {or an equally large portion of the
ownership of a partnership or other entity) of which the foundation has a 10% or greater interest.
2 information Regarding Ceontribution, Grant, Gift, Loan, Scholarship, etc., Programs:

Check here » [ if the organization only makes to 2nd does not accept
unsoltcited requests for funds. If the organization makes gifts, grants, etc. (see page 26 of the tnstructions) to individuals or
orgamzattons under other condtions, complete items 2a, b, ¢, and d.

2 The name, address, and telephone number of the person to whom applicatians should be addressed:

-4

The form n which apj should be subi and inf and materials they should include*

© Any submussion deadlines:

—_—
d Any restrictions or Imitations on awards, such as by geographical areas, chartable fields, kinds of institutions, or other
factors:

Form 990-PF 2005)
09-3698 0116
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.. Form 990-PF (2005) Poge 10
Supplementary Information (continue
3__ Grants and Contributions Paid Buring the Year or Approved for Future Payment
Recipient [ reciprent 5 an MGVl - davon
oW any relationship to Pumose of grant or
ny foundiaton mandger | St2lis of S eoninbuton Amount

a manager | 3
Name and address (home or business) | or substantis conmbetor | €cient

a Paid during the year

Total .
b Approved for future payment

Jotal . .

Form 990-PF (2005

09-3698 0117
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. Form 890-PF (2005)
Analysis of Income-Producing Activities
Enter gross amounts unless otherwise indicated Urwelated business income

Page 11

Excluded by section §12, 513, or 514 [3)

Related or exempt
(a} ) {c} () function mcome
Business code Amount Excluston code Amount

Ppage 26 of
1 Program semvice revenue: the nstructions )

—_—

-_— ] —_
—_— e
Fees and contracts from government agencies
p dues and DR S | !
Interest on savings and temporary cash investments
Dwdends and interest from securities .
Net rental income or (foss) from real estate:
2 Debt-financed property | | |
b Not debt-financed property, . ., .
Net rental income or (loss) from personal property
Other nvestment income . S
Gain or (Ioss) from safes of assets other than mventory
Net income or (toss) from special events,
Gross profit or (loss) from sales of mventary
Other revenue: a _—

©@=-®a0con

mhAwN

“Pve~No

-

12 Subtotal. Add columns (b), (d). and (&) . .
13 Total. Add ne 12, columns {b), {d). and (g) ..
(See worle;?eet n line 13 instructions on Page 27 1o vpny
Part XV Relationship of Activities to the Acedmplishment of Exempt Purposes

XV[-B]
Explain below how each acuvulyAfnr whidh tncome 15 reported in column (g) of Part XVI-A contnbuted importantly to
the e

Ltnev No. of th 'S exempt (other than by providing funds for such purposes). (See
Page 27 of the instructions.) z

Form 990-PF (2005

09-3698 0118
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, Form 990-PF (2005} Pago 12
Information Regarding Transfers To and Tr i and Relati ips With Noncharitable
E: O ion:

1 Did the organization directly or indireatly engage in any of the following with any other organization descnbed i section | No
501(c) of the Gode (other than section 501(c)(3) arganizalions) or wn section 527, relating to political organizations?

a Transfers from the reporting organization to a r exempt ization of: -
(I)Cash,_AA......,.......AA.A..,A.... S
{2) Otherassets ., . . . . . . R T D

b Other transactions: -

{1) Sales of assets to a noncharntable exempt organtzaton. . , ., | C e e e e e e |
(2} Purchases of assets from a nonchantable exempt organization . . . . | | ... N
(3} Rental of faciliies, equipment, or other assets e L. Ce e e e I
{4) Rembursement arangements , | e e e e e e I
{5) toans or loan guarantees, . L T . I
(6) Performance of services or membership or fundraising sotcitations . . . . P “ e . I

c Sharing of facilities, equipment, malling hsts, other assets, or pad employees . . . . . . ¢

d If the answer to any of the above is “Yes,” complete the foliowing schedule. Column (b) should always show the fair market
value of the goods, other assets, or services given by the reporting organization. If the organization received less than fair
market value In any transaction or shanng ammangement, show n column (d) the value of the godds, other assets, or services

receved.
1) tne na] (8} Amount nvolved {c) Name of nanchantable exempt organizetion {0} Bescoption of transfers, transactions, and shanng arangements
1
A
T\ V
\
c )
0 =
o, l/
N
2a s the organization directly or indirectly affthated with, or related 10, one or more tax-exempt organizations
descnbed 1n section 501(c) of the Gode {other than section 501(c){3)) or mn section 5277 e . Oves OnNo
b_If “Yes,” complete the following schedule,
{a) Namg of drganaation - _{b) Type of organization {c) Descrplion of relationship

2z .

and statements, and to the best of my knowledge and
v g

} Coef13080mm_ 35S
Titlo

Preparer’s SSN or FTIN
Check if Signature on pago 28
self-employed > [} of the tnstructions)

Sign Here

Pald
Preparer's
Use Only

et Ava /
Frm's hame (G700’ ‘Qece n eSS Jemnw 05886,
PO i 0C eptune aGe 108 BHln ud:m% Phone o ()

Form 990~ PF oos)
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Seatch for Charities, Online Version of Publication 78 Search Results

LA - ~ .
Wﬁiﬂ Internal Revenue Setvice

United Stages Department of the Treasury

Scarch for Charitics, Onlino Version of Publication 78 Soarch Resulls

Q) Organization

Neme  Includes Carib Charities Mleast one of the words
S Allof tha words.

O Location

City State  All.. Country  USA

O peductibiiity Code

Deduclibifly Codo  All...

[ Search | pogn Nw Search  Soarc Tis

show 25 |OK, «Provi1-1)Nexts
HNampa Clty State Country Code
Carib Naws Charitios Inc. Now York NY

usa 4
«Prov] 14 | Next »

rage 1 of §

09-3698 0119.1

http://www.irs.gov/app/pub-78/searchFromResults.do?nameSearch TypeStarts=false&names... 6/5/2009
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Deductibility Code Page | of |

¥l Internal Revenue Service

Uniged States Department of the Ticasury

Deductibility Code

Publication 78 uses a coding system to identify each organization listed by type and limitation on deductibility of charitable
contributions to the organization. The code(s) displayed depend(s) on the code for which the organization quaiifies. In cases
where an organizatior has multiple deductibility codes, only the definition for each applicable deductibility codle is displayed.

Cotde Meaning

4 A private foundation, generally with a 30% deductibility lImitation.

Close

09-3698 0119.2

http/iwww.irs.goviapp/pub-78/forward ToDeductibilityHelp.do?deductibility=4&dispatch...  3/22/2009
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CONFIDENTIAL

Subject to the Nondisclosure Provisions of H. Res. 895 of the 110th Congress as Amended

OFFICE OF CONGRESSIONAL ETHICS
UNITED STATES HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Memorandum of Interview

InRe: Representative of IBM, Vice President Market Development, IBM
Review #: 09-2567; 09-4403; 09-3698; 09-6333; 09-2222
Date: May 8, 2009

Location: IBM Offices, Washington, D.C.
Participants: Leo Wise
Beth Horton
Lisa Palluconi, Counsel for Government Programs for IBM

Adrienne G. Rhone, Director Governmental Programs

Summary: The Representative of IBM is the Vice President of Market Development for IBM.
She was interviewed pursuant to Reviews 09-2567; 09-4403; 09-3698; 09-6333; and 09-2222.
The Representative of IBM helped arrange IBM’s participation at the 13" Annual Caribbean
Multinational Business Conference in 2008; she also participated at the event. We requested an
interview with the Representative of IBM and she consented to an interview. The Representative

of IBM made the following statements in response to our questioning:

1. The Representative of IBM was given an 18 U.S.C. § 1001 warning and she signed a
written acknowledgement of the warning,.

2. She attended the 13™ Annual Caribbean Multinational Business Conference in 2008.

3. She attended the conference to extend IBM to areas that were not currently being served.
She focuses on the Caribbean because of her division at IBM which is women and
minorities. The Caribbean is an underdeveloped business unit for IBM.

IBM MOI —Page 1 of 5 Office of Congressional Ethics

09-3698 0121
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4. She first attended the conference in 2004, as a participant, to see if the conference would
be a good fit for IMB to participate at as a sponsor.

5. IBM was an entry level sponsor in *05.
6. She dealt with Faye Rodney on conference matters.

7. Affer her attendance in *05, she received a thank you letter signed by the Rodneys that
asked IBM to be a sponsor at the 06 conference.

8. IBM participated at the *05, 06, *07 and 08 conference.

9. The Rodneys continued their prior practice and sent a thank you letter with a request for
sponsorship after the 07 conference for 1BM to participate at the 08 conference.

10. The letter was sent to the Operations Executive and the decision to participate was
decided as a team. Colin Ward, with ENI Systems, is one of IBM’s business partners
who also went to the conference.

—_
—

. The letter is the first communication regarding the conference.

N

- After the letter is received, the team manager negotiates participation at the conference.
Negotiations included timing of sessions (day/time). She requested Friday, right before
or right after lunch, for the IBM session. It was important to have attendance by
individuals interested in technology.

13. She also agreed to moderate the women’s breakfast sponsored by Macy’s.

14. The team manager would have worked with the Rodneys regarding the break-out
sessions.

15. IBM controlled its own content for the session(s).

16. The first year IBM sponsored the conference, the sponsorship level was $10,000. IBM
sponsored the conference the following year at $15,000, and in 08 the sponsorship went
up to $20,000 after IBM received a request from Faye Rodney for an increase. The
Representative of IBM initially counter-offered $18,000 but agreed to the $20,000 at the
urging of Ms. Rodney.

17. IBM has a methodical way of approving conference sponsorships. The letter from the
Rodneys was received in July.

IBM MOI - Page 2 of 5 Office of Congressional Ethies

09-3698 0122
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18.

2

=

2

22.
23.
24.

2

W

2

=

2

2

=1

29.

30.

3

3

=~

N

She approved the check for the purchase order and released the check. Carib would have
received the check in August or September,

. After the check is released, she and the business partner collaborate on the content of

session.

. She and the business partner attended the conference.

- She has only seen the Rodneys al the conference. She has been invited to other events

but has not accepted the invitations.
She received a call from Mr. Rodney about the article on the conference.
She had no knowledge of the Foundation until this maiter.

She understood Carib News to be the sponsor.

- The $20,000 level of sponsorship is low for IBM in general. However, it is worth the

presence and branding for small the small business unit practice.

. She thought IBMs sponsorship was of the conference, she did not know the Foundation

existed until this issue arose. Her department does not give to non-profit organizations,
only to businesses.

The only parameters placed on the money for the conference was with respect to time
slots and length of the sessions.

. She tells her team her preferences and the team works out the specifics with Carib.

She does not recall seeing a specific document that listed the various levels of
sponsorship.

Carib News provides the {ramework for the conference. Then she typically tells Carib
what she wants and what they will pay. She was aware from the signage that other
companies were larger sponsors.

- She arrived at the conference on Thursday and attended the opening reception. She

attended a reception on Friday that was hosted by Citi and a breakout session.

She noticed names of entities on the agenda from the web that she knew were not at the
conference.

IBM MOI - Page 3 of 5 Office of Congressional Ethics

09-3698 0123
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33. She noted that the agenda also listed her breakout session on Saturday which was
inaccurate. Her session was on Friday, so she knew the agenda could not have been the
final agenda.

34, She seemed to recall seeing the agenda that was submitted to Standards. She noted that
the 12:00pm session was accurate, but that she did not believe that the breakout listed on
Saturday was accurate.

3

»

. She attended the Macy’s breakfast on Saturday morning because it is a popular event.
She noted who was on the breakfast panel and who was not (names were listed on
agenda). Michelle Patterson did not speak, Burnice Johnson was not on the panel and she
was not sure if she even attended the conference.

36. She saw several of the Members who attended the conference. She was on the same
flight as Representative Payne. She spoke to Representative Rangel at the reception.
Representative Kilpatrick was on a panel with her. And Representative Thompson road
to an off-sight event with her. She was sure that she spoke to Delegate Christensen. And
she spoke to Sheila Jackson Lee at the awards night.

3

~

. The off-sight event was held at a separate hotel, it included local talent and a
comedienne.

3

o0

. She stated that Members did not attend the breakout sessions.
39. She had a conversation with Rep. Thompson regarding the election.

4

o

. She left the conference on Sunday morning by 7:00am.

4

=

. She spoke with her team after the article regarding the conference came out.

42, She also called Mr. Rodney after she saw the arlicle; she stated that he told her that there
was an investigation and assured her that he had done all that he was supposed to do and
that he wanled to keep her as a sponsor.

4

w

. She understood sponsor to be financial sponsor of the conference. She assumed all of the
companies whose logos appeared on the banner were sponsors. She assumed Carib News
organized the conference.

44, She was not aware of how funding for the conference was handled. She assumed the
payment from IBM went to pay for her breakout session and collateral expenses for the
session.
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45. Her registration fee was part of the sponsorship. She paid for her room and all travel
costs.

46. There were less that 300 people at the conference.

47. When she registered for the conference, she received a badge that allowed access to
buffets during the meetings.

48. The registration fee for the conference in *05 was $750.00.

49. She was not aware of the *08 registration fee.

Beth Horton
Investigative Counsel
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-
Susan A. Sullivan
Verizon Foundation verizon
Director — Strategic Planning & Partnerships

Verizon Foundation
One Verizon Way

Bidg 6. 3rd Fir South
Basking Ridge. NJ 07920

November 25, 2008

Mr. Karl B. Rodney

Chairman & CEO

Carib News Charities, Inc.

7 West 36" Street, 8 Floor

New York, NY 10018

Dear Mr. Rodney:

On behalf of the Verizon Foundation, it is a pleasure to present the enclosed check for $35,000.00
to Carib News Charities, Inc. in support of the 13" Annual Carib News Multi-National Business
Conference — November 6-9, 2008.

Under the Omnibus Budget Reconciliation Act of 1993, Verizon Communications must receive a
written receipt from all organizations to which it makes a charitable contribution. Therefore,
please complete and return the enclosed form acknowledging this gift within two weeks of
receipt.

Verizon Foundation is delighted to support Carib News Charities, Inc. and we wish to thank you
and the organization for your dedication and contribution to our communities.

Please recognize our contribution as coming from “Verizon Communications.”

Sincerely,

SS/ah
Enclosures

cc: Patrick Gaston
Albert Browne

09-3698 0127
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INVOICE NUMBER NVOICE DATE DESCRIPTION GRGSS DISCOUNT | NET AMOUNT
00394421-00003064 111772008 | 005-13TH ANNUAL MULTFNATIGNAL 3500000 | 35.000.00
Check No, | Check Date Vendor No, Handiing Code | Total $35,000,00 0.00 $36,000.00
' 0002756 |__1124/2008 0000011038 N ] a ions? Call 916/357-3270 BU APCRP
: PAGE 1ot 1

' EESRRERICEI |:0L) ALONG PERFORATED DOT: E & REMOVE CHECK [ :
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\er s Sk Natona Associion Date 11212008 0002756 g :

o Sn‘;!mzm 66-166 2!

Folyam, GA 95763-2200 331 g !
TRy %ie thousand and 00/100 Dollars an
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NEW YORK, New York 10018 § :

|
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verizon U PaSTAGE PAID
B0 Box 2200 SACRAMENTO, GA
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CARIB NEWS CHARITIES, INC.
7 WEST 36TH STREET, 8TH FLR.
NEW YORK, New York 10018
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Acknowledgment of Charitable Contribution

IMPORTANT: Please ge the enclosed ch o

" by
cannot deduct contributions uniess they are ackrowledged in this manner and a
manner may make you ineiigible for future contributions by Verizon Foundation

1.1 hereby ge the Verizon Fi tion 2008 ibution of:
3$35,000.00
far 13th Annual Multi-National Business Conference - November 6-9, 2008

(or describe property or services other than money received)
Received on (date): Date of check:

2. Please indicate whether or nat any goods or servicas were provided by your organization in consideration for this
contribution (e.g., the value of food, beverage, ticket or entertainment at a fundraising event);

Yes No

IFYES, please describe-what was provided and give a good faith estimate of the value to the goods or services,

ing and returning this form. Donors.
failure to return this form in a timely

understanding that the amount af the contribution that is deductible as a charitable contribution is limited to the excess of

money and the value of property contributed aver the valye of the goods and services provided by the charity.
Description: Est. Value: §

3. The information above is provided for the purpose of complying with IRS reporting requirements and is accurate to the
best of my knowledge. | understand that penaities may be imposed by the IRS on charities that fail to make the required

disclosure ar for making a disclosure that is inaccurate ar incomplete.

Name:

Title:

Organizatlon: Carib News Charities, Inc.
Organization Tax 1.O.# 133632050vz

Signaturt

Please return to:
Anita Coleman-Hunt

Verizon Foundation One Verizon Way, VC635427

Basking Ridge, NJ 07920

Telephone:  908-559 1N
Fax: 908-630-2660

09-3698 0129
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Acknowledgment of Charitable Contribution

IMPORTANT: Please acknowledge the enclosed charitable contribution by completing and returning this form. Donors
cannot deduct contributions unless they are acknowledged in this manner and a failure to return this form in a timely
manner may make you ineligible for future contributions by Verizon Foundation.

1. I hereby acknowledge the Verizon Foundation 2008 contribution of
$35,000.00
for 13th Annual Multi-National Business Conference - November 6-9, 2008,

{or describe property or services other than money received)
Received on (date):  ///2.6/0&” Date of check: 11/21/08

2. Please indicate whether or not any goods or services were provided by your organization in consideration for this
contrib\yn (e.g., the value of food, beverage, ticket or entertainment at a fundraising event):
Yes No

I YES, please describe-what was provided and give a good faith estimate of the value to the goods or services,
understanding that the amount of the contribution that is deductible as a charitable contribution is limited to the excess of
money and the value of property contributed over the value of the goods and services provided by the charity.

Descriptio: Est. Value: $ 13060. 80

ﬁ?wt\lﬁw o Conftnee Mect Plan.

3. The information above is provided for the purpose of complying with IRS reporting requirements and is accurate to the
best of my knowledge. | understand that penalties may be imposed by the IRS on charities that fail to make the required
disclosure ar for making a disclosure that is inaccurate or incomplete.

Name:  Kari B. Rebmgy o
T PuBkysHER [ g0
Organization: Carib News Charities, Inc.
- 7 .
Organization Tax 1.D.#: 13363205z >
e -
Signature: /7%’9’ M"Dj}ej /.7./3/05—
Please return t/o/ e -
. “ bl Anita Coféman-Hunt
Verizon Foundation One Verizon Way, VC83S427
Basking Ridge, NJ 07920

Telephone:  908-559-
Fax: 908-630-2660

09-3698 0130
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CONFIDENTIAL

Subject to the Nondisclosure Provisions of H. Res. 895 of the 110th Congress as Amended

OFFICE OF CONGRESSIONAL ETHICS
UNITED STATES HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Memorandum of Interview

InRe: Representative 1 of the Verizon Foundation
Review #: 09-2567; 09-4403; 09-3698; 09-6333; 09-2222
Date: March 23, 2009

Location: Verizon Offices, Washington, DC

Participants: Leo Wise
Omar Ashmawy
Beth Horton
David Kass, Assistant General Counsel Compliance

James C. Wilson, Vice President and Associate General Counsel Compliance

Summary: Representative 1 of the Verizon Foundation is the President and the Strategic
Director for Philanthropy of the Verizon Foundation. He was interviewed pursuant to Reviews
09-2567; 09-4403; 09-3698; 09-6333; and 09-2222. Representative 1 of the Verizon Foundation
patticipated at the 13" Annual Caribbean Multinational Business Conference in 2008, We
requested an interview with Representative 1 of the Verizon Foundation and he consented to an
interview. Representative 1 of the Verizon Foundation made the following statements in

response to our questioning:

1. Representative 1 of the Verizon Foundation was given an 18 U.S.C. § 1001 warning,
signed a written acknowledgement of the warning

2. Representative 1 of the Verizon Foundation is currently the President of the Verizon
Foundation (“the Foundation™) and Strategic Director for Philanthropy. His duties

Verizon 1 MOI - Page 1 of § Office of Congressional Ethics
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involve budget planning and implementation and governance for the foundation.
Representative 1 of the Verizon Foundation has significant decision-making authority
over grants issued by the foundation. He approves all grants in excess of $25,000 and all
grants funded more than two years in a row. He has been with the foundation and acting
as President for the past five years.

3. The Foundation is funded through a corpus donated by Verizon and through public
donations under Verizon Reads, a program that is offered as part of customer billing
statements. The Foundation approves approximately 2,900 grants (totaling 67 million)
through a competitive loan application process. The Foundation’s online loan application
process has specific approval requirements, including a quarterly “impact report.”

4. The Foundation funded the Carib News Foundation for the first time in 2008, the grant
was issued to provide funding for the 13"™ Annual Caribbean Multinational Business
Conference (“the Conference”). Representative 1 of the Verizon Foundation approved
the Carib News Foundation grant. Representative 2 of the Verizon Foundation was the
Foundation’s contact person for the Conference. Representative 1 of the Verizon
Foundation did not interact with Karl Rodney or anyone at Carib News regarding the
Foundation’s participation at the Conference. Both Representative 1 of the Verizon
Foundation and Representative 2 of the Verizon Foundation attended the conference. Mr.
Rodney invited Representative 1 of the Verizon Foundation to speak at the Conference
and subsequently applied for a grant from the Foundation.

5. Representative 1 of the Verizon Foundation and Mr. Rodney are both members of the
board of the Foundation for the University of the West Indies. The two men interacted at
board meetings four times per year. Representative 1 of the Verizon Foundation stated
that he may also have spoken to Mr. Rodney 1-2 other times prior to the Conference
regarding how the Foundation could showease its Thinkfinity program. He also stated
that he may have spoken to Mr. Rodney once after receiving his letter of invitation for the
Conference. He does not recall Mr. Rodney “pitching” the conference to him.
Representative 1 of the Verizon Foundation stated that the Foundation would not have
participated at the Conference unless he could speak on educational issues.
Representative 1 of the Verizon Foundation believed the Conference would be a good
opportunity to showcase the Foundation’s Thinkfinity program.

6. Mr. Rodney was aware of the Foundation’s educational work through his interaction with
Representative 1 of the Verizon Foundation at board meetings for the Foundation of the
University of West Indies. Representative 1 of the Verizon Foundation stated that while

Verizon 1 MOI - Page 2 of 5 Office of Congressional Ethics
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he had spoken with Mr. Rodney regarding the Thinkfinity program, he did not make any
type of informal commitment to fund the Conference.

7. Representative 1 of the Verizon Foundation believed that there were thiee levels of
sponsorship for the Conference, the highest being $50,000 and the lowest being $25,000.
However, he does not recall seeing any specific document(s) seiting out the different
levels of sponsorship. He stated that he was not interested in sponsorship at the $50,000
level but later decided on a $35,000 grant donation. When asked what the Foundation
received at the Conference for the $35,000, Representative 1 of the Verizon Foundation
stated signage and visibility. Representative 1 of the Verizon Foundation stated that the
Foundation often provides such support for conferences, including the NAACP
conference and National Urban League Conference.

8. Representative 1 of the Verizon Foundation was provided 3 venues at the Conference to
speak about the Thinkfinity program. The Foundation believed participation at the
Conference would provide exposure to English speaking Caribbean individuals who have
connections to universities in New York.

9. The Foundation is required to issue grants only to 501(c)(3) entities. The Foundation
could not make a donation to a corporation. Representative 1 of the Verizon Foundation
‘was somewhat familiar with the Carib News paper; he has been featured in the paper and
Verizon has advertised in the paper. Representative 1 of the Verizon Foundation was 1ot
aware of Carib News Charities until the entity applied for a grant. He believed Carib
News Charities was the same entity as Carib News Foundation. He is not aware of any
other work the Carib News Charities/Foundation is involved in other than the conference.
Mr. Rodney did not talk about the Carib News Charities/Foundation at board meetings.

10. Representative 1 of the Verizon Foundation arrived at the Conference on Thursday
afternoon and departed on Saturday morning. Representative 1 of the Verizon
Foundation stated that he went to make his speech and promptly lefi the event.
Representative 1 of the Verizon Foundation spoke 3 times on Friday; he was
acknowledge at the welcome event on Friday morning and he participated in a
demonstration on Thinkfinity in the afternoon. It is not clear from Representative 1 of
the Verizon Foundation’s remarks what other time he spoke at the Conference. He was
invited to speak on Saturday but he did not feel that an extra day was necessary.

- Representative 1 of the Verizon Foundation recalled seeing and speaking to Congressman
Rangel. The Congressman mentioned Alltel and told him to remind his CEO to keep in
mind the needs of the minority community. Representative 1 of the Verizon Foundation

Verizon 1 MOI - Page 3 of 5 Office of Congressional Ethics
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stated that he had no other contact with Members at the Conference. He did not know
Delegate Christenson, Congressman Thompson, Congressman Payne and was not sure
whether he saw Congresswoman Kilpatrick (he was not sure who she is). He does recall
that one lady stated that she would love to see the Thinkfinity program in her state.
Representative 1 of the Verizon Foundation was accompanied by Representative 2 of the
Verizon Foundation 90% of the time he was at the Conference; he was not aware of any
contact between Representative 2 of the Verizon Foundation and any Members.

1

N

- Representative 1 of the Verizon Foundation received an advance copy of the agenda for
the conference. The copy indicated that the Foundation was scheduled for two days of
activities. He requested that the Saturday meetings be canceled or moved to Friday. He
had not seen the agenda that Mr. Rodney submitted to the Ethics Committee for travel
approval. He stated that advance copies of the agenda were common, most organizations
provided the same level of detail with other conferences. He believed that he had seen
more than one copy of the agenda. The agendas that were sent to him focused on the
Foundation’s participation and not the entire conference.

—_
w

- Representative 1 of the Verizon Foundation was asked if it was typical to have an agenda
that listed speakers without identifying their employer/affiliations. He was not sure and
didn’t remember if the drafis he had seen included his title; he was more concerned with
having a sense of what he would be doing at the Conference.

14. Representative 1 of the Verizon Foundation spoke with Mr. Rodney prior to the
Conference to cancel the programs he was slated o speak at on Saturday (this was his 3™
call regarding the Conference — 1* call was regarding invitation, 2™ call was to discuss
his participation, 3" was to cancel Saturday programs). Mr. Rodney was receptive to
Representative 1 of the Verizon Foundation’s request and the Saturday program was
cancelled.

15. The Foundation paid all travel expenses for Representative 1 of the Verizon Foundation.
He did not see the check the Foundation issued for the Conference or the confirmation
letter from Mr. Rodney. Representative 1 of the Verizon Foundation met with Mr.
Rodney following the conference at a board meeting for the Foundation for the
University of West Indies. He also had breakfast with Mr. Rodney at which time they
briefly discussed the Conference. According to Representative 1 of the Verizon
‘Foundation, Mr. Rodney was upset over the New York Post article regarding the
Conference. Representative 1 of the Verizon Foundation stated that Mr. Rodney felt the
article was misleading and that he had done everything that he was supposed o do

Verizon 1 MOI - Page 4 of 5 Office of Congressional Ethics
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regarding receiving approval from the Ethics Comumittee. Representative 1 of the
Verizon Foundation stated that he and Mr. Rodney did not spend much time speaking
about the matter. He felt that Mr. Rodney wanted him to know that he was diligent
about following rules. When asked if he knew what rules Mr. Rodney was speaking
about, Representative 1 of the Verizon Foundation stated that he did not know which
rules he was referring to.

16. Prior to his work with the Foundation, Representative 1 of the Verizon Foundation was
with Government Affairs with Verizon, his former position did not involve lobbying. His
position involved Strategic Alliance, he was responsible for working with non-profits
across the country. He dealt with policy issues regarding universal service. He did not
interact with regulators,

17. Representative 1 of the Verizon Foundation met with Eric Eve with Citi 2-3 weeks prior
to our interview, they were both attending a meeting with the head of the NAACP. He
did not speak to Mr. Eve about the Conference although they did speak about scrutiny on
Citi related to TARP funding. He has not had any contact with the Representative of Citi
from Citi.

Beth Horton
Investigative Counsel
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Subject to ‘the Nondisclosure Provisions of H. Res. 895 of the 110th Congress as Amended

OFFICE OF CONGRESSIONAL ETHICS
UNITED STATES HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Memorandum of Interview

In Re: Representative 2 of the Verizon Foundation
Review #: 09-2567; 09-4403; 09-3698; 09-6333; 09-2222
Date: March 23, 2009

Location: Verizon Offices, Washington, DC

Participants: Leo Wise
Omar Ashmawy
Beth Horton
David Kass, Assistant General Counsel Compliance

James C. Wilson, Vice President and Associate General Counsel Compliance

Summary: Representative 2 of the Verizon Foundation is the National Program Director for the
Verizon Foundation and Vice President for Education & Technology for Verizon. He was
interviewed pursuant to Reviews 09-2567; 09-4403; 09-3698; 09-6333; and 09-2222.
Representative 2 of the Verizon Foundation helped arrange the Verizon Foundation’s
participation at the 13™ Annual Caribbean Multinational Business Conference in 2008; he also
accompanied Representative 1 of the Verizon Foundation to the event. We requested an
interview with Representative 2 of the Verizon Foundation and he consented to an interview.
Representative 2 of the Verizon Foundation made the following statements in response to our

questioning:

1. Representative 2 of the Verizon Foundation was given an 18 U.S.C. § 1001 warning,
signed a written acknowledgement of the warning

Verizon 2 MOI - Page 1 of 7 Office of Congressional Ethics
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2. Representative 2 of the Verizon Foundation is currently the National Program Director
for the Verizon Foundation (“the Foundation™) and Vice President for Education &
Training for Verizon. He works on educational literacy and technology innovations for
the Foundation, 80% of his time is spent on Thinkfinity. He is the only person with an
operational role in the program.

3. Representative 2 of the Verizon Foundation helped arrange the Verizon Foundation’s
participation at 13" Annual Caribbean Multinational Business Conference (“the
Conference™) in 2008; he also accompanied Representative 1 of the Verizon Foundation
to the event.

Es

Representative 2 of the Verizon Foundation reviews repeat grant requests for the
Foundation. When asked how the Carib News Foundation request came to his desk he
stated that it was a result of conversations with Karl Rodney and Representative 1 of the
Verizon Foundation. He was not sure which conversation occurred first. Representative
1 of the Verizon Foundation was invited to speak at the Conference and either
simultaneously or immediately after Representative 1 of the Verizon Foundation received
the invitation, Representative 2 of the Verizon Foundation spoke with Mr. Rodney.

5. Representative 2 of the Verizon Foundation believes that he spoke with Mr. Rodney in
person at a meeting for the Foundation for the University of the West Indies. Mr. Rodney
inquired about the application for the grant for the Conference. Representative 2 of the
Verizon Foundation recalled Mr. Rodney stating that he had spoke with Representative 1
of the Verizon Foundation and that he believed the Conference would be a good fit for
the Foundation and would provide a good opportunity to communicate the Foundation’s
program Thinkfinity.

6. The Verizon Foundation also supports the Foundation for the University of the West
Indies. Representative 2 of the Verizon Foundation has interacted with Mr. Rodney
regarding the Foundation for the University of the West Indies.

7. Representative 2 of the Verizon Foundation also had previous interactions with Mr.
Rodney at dinner and business meetings related the American Fund and to the publication
of articles on the Foundation’s Thinkfinity program.

8. Representative 2 of the Verizon Foundation will have been with the Foundation 3 years
in October.

Verizon 2 MOI —Page 2 of 7 Office of Congressional Ethies
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9. Representative 2 of the Verizon Foundation believes he began talking with Mr. Rodney
about the Conference sometime in the summer. He spoke with Mr. Rodney about the
grant application. He described to Mr. Rodney the cyber grant process and explained
what needed to be provided in the grant application. The system requires applicants to be
501 (c)(3) entities.

10. The head of Governance and Compliance for Verizon verifies whether applicant is a
registered 501(c)(3). A grant request from a non 501 (c)(3) would be removed from the
system; the request would not be forwarded to Representative 2 of the Verizon
Foundation. The Foundation’s grant approval process is formal. Representative 2 of the
Verizon Foundation stated that he could show a specific interest in a proposal but could
not give any type of commitment to an applicant.

1

. Mr. Rodney would be required to provide a deck of the “07 conference, a description of
the purpose of the conference and a tentative agenda for the cyber application.

12. Representative 2 of the Verizon Foundation spoke with Mr. Rodney approximately 8-10
weeks prior to the conference at which time they discussed the level of sponsorship the
Foundation was interested in funding.

13. Mr. Rodney described 3 levels of sponsorship to Representative 2 of the Verizon
Foundation. Representative 2 of the Verizon Foundation stated that this was typical of
corporate sponsorships at other conferences.

14. Mr. Rodney offered the Foundation a $50,000 sponsorship, which was the gold level.
Representative 2 of the Verizon Foundation believes there was also a platinum level at
$75,000. He believes that Mr. Rodney showed him a 2007 deck with 3 levels (platinum
at $75,000, gold at $50,000, and silver at $25,000) prior to a scheduled interview of
Representative 1 of the Verizon Foundation.

—
w

. Representative 2 of the Verizon Foundation explained to Mr. Rodney that the Foundation
wished to negotiate a level of funding other than what was being offered. The amount of
$35,000 was decided upon by the Foundation.

—_
N

. When asked what the Foundation would receive for its funding, Representative 2 of the
Verizon Foundation stated that they would receive signage but that the Foundation was
not specifically interested in a “quid pro quo™ reciprocation, the Foundation merely
wanted to disseminate information about its Thinkfinity program. Representative 2 of the
Verizon Foundation stated that the Foundation does not do business in the Caribbean,

Verizon 2 MOI —Page 3 of 7 Office of Congressional Ethics

09-3698 0141



206

CONFIDENTIAL

Subject to the Nondisclosure Provisions of H. Res. 895 of the 110th Conéresg as Amended

17. Representative 2 of the Verizon Foundation stated that Representative 1 of the Verizon
Foundation made an introductory speech but that he was not sure whether the speech was
included in the Foundation’s sponsorship level; the speech was not pre-set in the 2007
sponsorship deck.

p—
oo

. Representative 2 of the Verizon Foundation spoke with Mr. Rodney approximately once
aweek for 6-7 weeks prior to the conference o discuss Verizon’s participation/logistics/
capacity for web casts at the conference — contact included phone calls and emails.
Contact increased as conference approached.

19. When asked how Verizon decided on $35,000 sponsorship, Representative 2 of the
Verizon Foundation stated that he received a call from the Carib staff regarding the
conference. The Foundation was asked to sponsor at the $50,000 level, a $35,000
counter-offer was made to Mr. Rodney, which e accepted.

2

(=

. Conversations regarding sponsorship levels began about 8-10 weeks prior to the
conference with the final dollar figure being determined approximately 2 weeks prior to
the conference.

2

- Representative 2 of the Verizon Foundation spoke with Patricia with Carib regarding
sponsorship, she thought the Foundation was sponsoring at the $50,000, Representative 2
of the Verizon Foundation explained that the amount was $35,000. When asked if Karl
Rodney was upset with the sponsorship level, Representative 2 of the Verizon
Foundation answered that he was not upset.

22. Representative 2 of the Verizon Foundation worked on the conference before Carib
submitted application for funding which he stated was not unusual.

2

w

. Representative 2 of the Verizon Foundation stated that he saw early drafts of the agenda
prior to the conference, and then saw final draft at conference.

24. An early draft was shared with him in order for him to staff and notify Representative 1
of the Verizon Foundation of his speaking times.

2

[

. He did not recall seeing any affiliation information on the early draft, he believes
affiliations might have appeared on final draft. He did ask that any information be
included on final draft after reviewing the earlier version.

26. Representative 2 of the Verizon Foundation prepared 2 versions of the Foundation’s role
at the conference.
Verizon 2 MOl — Page 4 of 7 Office of Congressional Ethics
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27. The topics for the conference were decided through dialog between himself and Karl
Rodney with some prior comments from Representative 1 of the Verizon Foundation.
Mr. Rodney was aware of the Thinkfinity program. Representative 2 of the Verizon
Foundation suggested web casts.

28. Representative 2 of the Verizon Foundation thought that Representative 1 of the Verizon
Foundation and Mr. Rodney framed the Foundation’s participation at the conference.

29. Town Hall event was Mr. Rodney’s idea.

30. Representative 2 of the Verizon Foundation believes that Mr. Rodney was trying to bring
together various corporate interests to create a dialogue about social and economic issues
that would benefit both the Caribbean and the U.S.

3

=

. Representative 2 of the Verizon Foundation stated that Carib News Foundation was the
only charitable entity that he was aware of, it was the listed entity in the grant application.

32. The question arose as to who sponsored conference, Representative 2 of the Verizon
Foundation stated that he was aware that Carib News was a for-profit entity, so he asked
who was the sponsor. If the sponsor was Carib News, the Foundation could not
participate as a sponsor.

3

w

. Representative 2 of the Verizon Foundation stated that he did not see the check that went
to the Conference, it would have been generated and sent through the internal systeni.

3

~

. Representative 2 of the Verizon Foundation did not recall seeing the name Carib News
Charities Inc.

3

w

. Representative 2 of the Verizon Foundation saw an early draft of the grant application but
does not recall seeing the final version. Ie was not responsible for final approval.

3

=

Kathy Browne, Senior VP for Corporate Responsibility would have approved the grant.

37. Representative 2 of the Verizon Foundation spent 2.5 days at the conference, he arrived
on Thursday evening, participated at the conference on Friday and departed on Sunday.

3

=]

. Representative 2 of the Verizon Foundation and Representative 1 of the Verizon
Foundation participated in the welcome remarks on Friday morning, the plenary session,
and in a roundtable meeting with educational ministers.

39. Mr. Rodney arranged these meetings, the webcast did not take place.
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40. Representative 2 of the Verizon Foundation did not attend the conference on Saturday or
Sunday. He also left the hotel after the Foundation completed its presentations.

4

. When asked about the Town Hall meeting, Representative 2 of the Verizon Foundation
stated that Karl Rodney suggested that the Foundation speak about the Thinkfinity
program, the opening remarks framework was also suggested by Mr. Rodney, Mr. Eve
was to give introductory remarks and then Representative 2 of the Verizon Foundation
was to speak.

42, There was a back and forth discussion about the plenary session between Representative
2 of the Verizon Foundation and Mr. Rodney to determine what role the Foundation
would play in conjunction with the President of Medgar Evers College. The topic was
technology supporting education.

43. There was no discussion regarding scheduling sessions to benefit US companies.

44, Representative 2 of the Verizon Foundation stated that he did not have any contact with
Members of Congress other than a possible introductory handshake.

45. Representative 2 of the Verizon Foundation saw Representatives Kilpatrick, Rangel and
the former head of the NAACP at the conference, along with other governmental officials
from other countries. He also recalled seeing Delegate Christensen and Representative
Payne. Representative 2 of the Verizon Foundation did not know Representative
Thompson.
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. Representative 2 of the Verizon Foundation interacted with Mr. Rodney afier the
conference to discuss the American Fund and the University of the West Indies. He did
not discuss the conference with Mr. Rodney.
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=

. Representative 2 of the Verizon Foundation believes that he may have received a thank
you letter from Mr. Rodney for participating at the conference.
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oo

. He did not see the contribution-sponsorship letter.
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. Representative 2 of the Verizon Foundation w